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Action Text:
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The Council Bill (CB) was referred. to the Select Committee on Housing Affordability
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Mayor
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Mayor
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The Committee recommends that Full Council pass the Council Bill (CB).

In Favor: 3  Chair O'Brien, Vice Chair Burgess, Member Licata

Opposed: 0

10/12/2015 passed ‘ Pass
The Council Bill (CB) was passed by the following vote and the President signed the Bill:
In Favor: 9  Councilmember Bagshaw, Council President Burgess, Councilmember
Godden, Councilmember Harrell, Councilmember Licata, Councilmember
O'Brien, Councilmember Okamoto, Councilmember Rasmussen,
Councilmember Sawant
Opposed: 0

10/13/2015 submitted for Mayor
Mayor's signature
The Council Bill (CB) was submitted for Mayor's signature. to the Mayor

10/16/2015 Signed
The Council Bill (CB) was Signed.

10/16/2015 returned City Clerk
The Council Bill (CB) was returned. to the City Clerk

10/16/2016 attested by City
Clerk
The Ordinance (Ord) was attested by City Clerk.
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Gordon Clowers
DPD Environmental (SEPA) Threshold Update ORD
Dé6a

CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE 194 3%9
cooneen L 1$51%

AN ORDINANCE relating to land use and zoning; amending Section 25.05.800 of the Seattle
Municipal Code to repeal the categorical exemption for SEPA review of proposed “infill”
development.

WHEREAS in72003, the law governing infill development categorical exemptions (RCW
43.21C.229) was enacted by the state of Washington to encourage growth consistent with
the Growth Managerhent Act; and |

WHEREAS the infill development categorical exemptions are allowed to be applied by local
governments within an urban growth area, when the environmental impacts of such
exemptions and of a comprehensive plan have been considered, and where density and

_ intensity objectives for growth areas are included in a comprehensive plan; and

WHEREAS in 2012, The City of Seattle adopted infill development categorical exemptions for
Urban Centers and Urban Villages that contain a Station Area Overlay District; and

WHEREAS anﬁcipated 2015 amendments to Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan will include growth
estimates for only Urban Centers until growth estimates are adopted for Urban Villages,
as part of the Comprehensive Plan emendments City Council will consider in 2016; and

WHEREAS the amendments in this legislation are intended to temporarily repeal the infill
development categorical exemptions until such time as the Ci;cy Council reinstates them
with legislation following the adoption of new Urban Village growth estimates into the
Comprehensive Plan, NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
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Section 1. Subsection 25.05.800.A of the Seattle Municipal Code, which section was last
amended by Ordinénce 124843, is amended as follows:
25.05.800 Categorical exemptions
The proposed actions contained in this Subchapter IX are categorically exempt from
threshold determination and EIS requirements, subject to the rules and limitations on categorical
exemptions contained in Section 25.05.305.
A. Minor new construction ((—)); flexible thresholds
1. The exemptions in this subsection 25.05.800.A apply to all licenses required to
undertake the construction in question. To be exempt under this Section 25.05.800, the project
shall be equal to or smaller than the exempt level. For a specific proposal, the exempt level in
subsection 25.05.800.A.2 shall control. If the proposal is located in more than one city or county,
the lower of the agencies' adopted levels shall control, regardless of which agency is the lead
agency. The exemptions in this subsection 25.05.800.A apply except when the project:
a. I's undertaken wholly or partly on lands covered by water;
~ b. Requires a license governing discharges to water that is not exempt
under RCW 43.21C.0383;
c. Requires a license governing emissions to air that is not exempt under
RCW 43.21C.0381 or WAC 197-11-800 (7) or 197-11-800 (8); or
d. Requires a land use decision that is not exempt under subsection
25.05.800.F.
2. The following types of construction are exempt, except when undertaken
wholly or partly on lands covered by water or unless undertaken in environmentally critical areas

listed in subsection 25.05.908.A:
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a. The construction or location of residential or mixed-use development

containing no more than the number of dwelling units identified in Table A for 25.05.800;

Table A for 25.05.800
[Exemptions for ( (Resideﬂ&al—Usés))residential uses
Residential uses -
Number of exempt dwelling units
Zone Outside of urban ((Withinurban zg::ln 1.1]11'ban centers or
centers and urban centers-or-urban } VITages :
. . . . containing SAODs ((f
villages containing villages-containing
SAODs SAODs)) gl gi 1)
SF, RSL 4 . ((4)) 4
LRI 4 (200%) 20
LR2 6 ((209) 20
LR3 8 C(@egy) | 20
NC1, NC2, NC3, 1
cLe 4 ((200Y) 20
MR, HR, SM 20 ((206M) 20
MPC-YT NA (39Y) 20
Downtown zones NA (@s9Y) 20
Industrial zones 4 @ 4

Footnotes to Table A for 25.05.800
NA = Not Applicable
SAOD = Station Area Overlay District((s)) |
Urban centers and urban villages are identified in the Seattle Comprehensive Plan

~ b. The construction of a barn, loafing shed, farm equipment storage
building, produce storage or packing structure, or similar agricultural structure, covering 10,000
square feet or less, and to be used only by the property owner or his or her agent in the conduct

of farming the property. This exemption does not apply to feed lots;
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¢. The construction of office, school, commercial, recreational, service, or

storage buildings, containing no more than the gross floor area listed in Table B for 25.05.800

below:

Table B for 25.05.800
Exemptions for (Nen-Residential Uses)) non-residential uses

Non-residential uses

Exempt area of use
(square feet of gross floor area)

‘Within urban centers or

Zone Outside of urban Withi J : . ‘
centers and urban ( urban villages
. e or-urban villages containing SAODs ((if
villages containing . . )
SAODs contang SAQDS‘ growith “‘*g"*s*))*‘“e
SF, RSL, LR1 4,000 ((4,660)) 4,000
LR2, LR3 4,000 ((12;666%-630,000)) 12,000
MR, HR, NC1, N
NC2, NC3 4,000 ((12,000%-6£30,000)) 12,000
| Solﬁegz’ SM 12,000 (12,600"-0£-30,000)) 12,000
Industrial zones 12,000 ((32,000)) 12,000
MPC-YT NA ((12,600)) 12,000
Downtown NA (12,000"0£-36,060)) 12.000
Z0ones

Footnotes to Table B for 25.05.800((x))
- NA = Not Applicable
SAQOD = Station Area Overlay District((z))
Urban centers and urban villages are identified in the Seattle Comprehensive Plan

))

d. The construction of a parking lot designed for 40 or fewer automobiles,

as well as the addition of spaces to existing lots up to a total of 40 spaces;
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e. Any fill or excavation of 500 cubic yards or less throughout the total
lifetime of the fill or excavaﬁon; and any excavation, fill or grading necessary for an exempt
project in subsections 25.05.800.A.2.a, 25.05.800.A.2.b, 25.05.800.A.2.c, or 25.05.800.A.2.d
shall be exempt. |

f. Mixed-use construction, including but not limited to projects combining
residential and commercial uses, is exempt if each use, if considered separately, is exempt under
the criteria of subsections 25.05.800.A.2.a through 25.05.800.A.2.d, unless the uses in
combination may have a probable significant adverse environmental impact in the judgment of
an agency with jurisdiction (see subsection 25.05.305.A.2.b);

g. In zénes not specifically identified in this subsection 25.05.800.A, the
standards for the most similar zone addressed by this subsection 25.05.800.A apply.

h. For the purposes of this subsection 25.05.800.A, "mixed-use
development" means development having two or more principal uses, one of which is a
residential use comprising 50 percent or more of the gross floor area.

i. To implement the requirements of Table((s)) A for 25.05.800 and Table

B for 25.05.800, the Direétor shall establish exemption limits by rule for each urban center and
each urban village containing a SAOD to assure that proposed development that could cause
growth targets in Appendix A of the Comprehensive Plan's Urban Village Element to be
exceeded is subject to SEPA review. The exemption limits shall contain a "cushion" to assure
that development does not exceed growth targets without SEPA review, provided that the
cushion shall be at least 10 percent of the residential or employment growth targets established in

the Comprehensive Plan; and
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j. The Director shall monitor residential and employmént growth and
publish quarterly a determination of growth for each urban center and urban village containing a
SAOD. Residential growth shall include, but need not be limited to, net new units that have been
built and net new units in projects that have received a building permit but have not received a
certificate of occupancy. If the Director determines that exemption limits have been reached for
an urban center or urban village containing a SAOD, éubsequent development is not

categorically exempt from SEPA review pursuant to RCW 43.21C.229.

&k ok
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Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its approval by
the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after presentation, it
shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the \d dayof OCTOBE K , 2015, and

mgne%\by me in open session in authentication of its passage this

U} day of 0CTOBER. 2015,

[l

President of the City Council

s
Approved by me this dayof & c#e Ao , 2015,

Edward B. Murray, MM

\n

T _ ‘
Filed by me this {é day of ocTOBER ,2015.

/

Srnden ke

§ﬂ

.«%i@i/Monica Martinez Simmoﬁé, City Clerk

(Seél)
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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE*

Department: Contact Person/Phone: Executive Contact/Phone:

| Planning and Development | Gordon Clowers/4-8375 | Melissa Lawrie/4-5805

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including
amendments may not be fully described.

| 1. BILL SUMMARY |

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to land use and zoning; amending Section
25.05.800 of the Seattle Municipal Code to repeal the categorical exemption for SEPA
review of proposed “infill” development.

Summary and background of the Legislation: This legislation amends two tables in the State
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) categorical exemptions section of the Seattle Municipal Code
(SMC 25.05.800) to delete one column of “infill” categorical exemptions for residential and non-
residential uses, which currently define higher thresholds that apply in Urban Centers, and in
Urban Villages with a Station Area Overlay District (SAOD) as long as growth targets in those
areas have not been met. Because the City will not complete the environmental review work for
the new Seattle 2035 Comprehensive Plan or adopt new growth estimates for Urban Villages
until 2016, the “infill” categorical exemption levels (as defined by RCW 43.21C.229) must be
removed from the SMC in order to comply with 2015 growth management planning deadlines
set by the State.

‘ 2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM ‘

This legislation creates, funds, or amends a CIP Project.

‘ 3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

X_This legislation has direct financial implications

Budget program(s) affected:

. . General Fund $ Other $
Estimated $ Appropriation 5015 5016 5018 5016
change:

Revenue to General Fund Revenue to Other Funds
Estimated $ Revenue change: 2015 2016 2015 2016
$20,000-45,000
No. of Positions Total FTE Change
Positions affected: 2015 2016 2015 2016
Other departments affected:
1

Form revised: August 1, 2015
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| 3.a. Appropriations

This legislation adds, changes, or deletes appropriations.

Fund Name and Dept Budget Control 2015 2016 Estimated
number Level Name/#* Appropriation Appropriation
Change Change
TOTAL

*See budget book to obtain the appropriate Budget Control Level for your department.

Appropriations Notes:

| 3.b. Revenues/Reimbursements

X__This legislation adds, changes, or deletes revenues or reimbursements.

Anticipated Revenue/Reimbursement Resulting from this Legislation:

Fund Name and Dept Revenue Source 2015 2016 Estimated

Number Revenue Revenue

Operating - 15700 DPD Permit fees $20,000-45,000
TOTAL

Revenue/Reimbursement Notes:

Given the reduction in the categorical exemption levels, this legislation would require more
development proposals to include a SEPA review component. SEPA review requires the
payment of fees to cover the cost of DPD’s work in analyzing and documenting environmental
impact findings and possible permit conditioning if impacts are identified. Typical SEPA review
fees are $250/hour, with an estimate of 3-6 added hours for review per project. Based on
available permit data, DPD estimates it annually reviews around 30 development proposals for
projects in Urban Centers, and in Urban Villages with a SAOD, that are within the range
between the existing “infill” and baseline SEPA exemption levels. Therefore, the potential for
added revenue to DPD could range from approximately $20,000 - $45,000 per year.

Such fees would accrue to DPD’s operating fund like other project review fees, and would be
used to fund the planners that conduct the reviews for development proposals. Revenues are
expected to cover costs associated with additional staff review time.

| 3.c. Positions

This legislation adds, changes, or deletes positions.

Total Regular Positions Created, Modified, or Abrogated through this Legislation,
Including FTE Impact:

Form revised: August 1, 2015
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Position # for Position Title & Fund Program | PT/FT 2015 2015 Does it sunset?
Existing Department™ Name & # | & BCL Positions | FTE | (Ifyes, explain below
Positions in Position Notes)

TOTAL

* List each position separately

Position Notes:
No positions are anticipated to be added or deleted as a result of this proposal.

| 4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS

a)

b)

f)

9)

Does the legislation have indirect or long-term financial impacts to the City of
Seattle that are not reflected in the above?

No. For approximately one year, the amendments would cause a larger number of
development proposals to undergo environmental review, which would generate fees that
address DPD staffing costs for this activity. No other indirect or negative long-term
financial impacts are identified.

Is there financial cost or other impacts of not implementing the legislation?

No. The proposal would provide information that clarifies categorical exemption levels
for potential future applicants for development proposal reviews. If this is not
implemented, there would be increased potential for applicant and staff confusion about
when SEPA is required for development proposals. This could lead to costly mistakes
and delays.

Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?
No.

Is a public hearing required for this legislation?
No. However, this legislation will be discussed during City Council consideration of
related Comprehensive Plan actions, in 2015.

Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle
Times required for this legislation?
No.

Does this legislation affect a piece of property?

Yes. The legislation affects many properties across the city in most zones, with the
exception of Single Family and Industrial zones, for which the amendments are not
needed.

Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social
Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically
disadvantaged communities?
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None are identified. The categorical exemption levels amended by this legislation apply
across the multifamily and commercial zones found in neighborhoods throughout the
City.

h) If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion:
What are the long-term and measurable goals of the program? Please describe how
this legislation would help achieve the program’s desired goals.

Not applicable to this recommended minor clarification.

i) Other Issues:
None identified.

List attachments/exhibits below: None.
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Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12™ day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a

(CT:124884-124888 TITLE

was published on

11/06/15

5 /[_he surn-of $77.5()/th amount has been
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; /o

N -

Notary public for the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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