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BILL SUMMARY & FISCAL NOTE 

 

Department: Contact Person/Phone: Executive Contact/Phone: 

Seattle City Light Paula Laschober, 684-3168 Greg Shiring, 386-4085 

 

 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: 

AN ORDINANCE relating to the rates, terms, and conditions for the use and sale of electricity 

supplied by the City Light Department; amending Seattle Municipal Code Sections 21.49.030, 

21.49.040, 21.49.052, 21.49.055, and 21.49.057 in connection therewith; adding an Aurora 

Avenue North Phase 3A undergrounding charge, applied to all City of Shoreline rate schedules. 

 

Summary and background of the Legislation: 

This ordinance implements a charge to reimburse City Light for costs associated with 

undergrounding its distribution facilities along Aurora Avenue North within the City of 

Shoreline (the Aurora Phase 3A undergrounding project). For this purpose, the ordinance adds 

the charge of $0.0005 per kWh for City of Shoreline Standard Residential and Non-Residential 

customers and $0.0002 per kWh for City of Shoreline Residential Utility Discount Program 

customers. The new charge represents a rate increase of about 0.6% over current Shoreline rates. 

 

The City of Shoreline passed Ordinance 686 in 2014, specifying the terms of the franchise 

agreement under which Seattle City Light would serve the City of Shoreline; this agreement was 

accepted by the City of Seattle by Ordinance 124520 of 2014.  The agreement allows Seattle 

City Light to recover the capital cost of undergrounding its electrical facilities in accordance with 

its standard financial practices.  

 

The Aurora 3A undergrounding project in the City of Shoreline was completed in 2012. 

Originally, City Light planned to introduce an undergrounding charge for all of the Aurora 3 

project phases.  However, since the next phase, Aurora 3B, has been delayed and will not be 

completed for several years, City Light is implementing the Aurora 3A charge now. The total 

cost of the Aurora 3A undergrounding project, including taxes, is $2.9 million. According to 

Seattle City Light’s standard financial practices, City of Shoreline customers will reimburse City 

Light for this amount over 25 years at five percent interest. The reimbursement will occur in the 

form of a charge per kilowatt-hour included on all City of Shoreline rate schedules. The Aurora 

3A charge will be the fourth undergrounding charge for Shoreline customers, whose rates 

already include charges for the North City Undergrounding project as well as Aurora Phase 1 

and 2.  

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 

____ This legislation creates, funds, or amends a CIP Project.  
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Project Name: Project I.D.: Project Location: Start Date: End Date: Total Cost: 

      

 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

__ X_ This legislation has direct financial implications. (If the legislation has direct fiscal impacts  

 

 

Budget program(s) affected:    

Estimated $ Appropriation 

change: 

General Fund $ Other $ 

2015 2016  2015 2016  

    

Estimated $ Revenue change:   

Revenue to General Fund Revenue to Other Funds 

2015 2016 2015 2016 

$5,032 $12,079 $83,881 $201,315 

Positions affected: 

No. of Positions Total FTE Change 

2015 2016 2015 2016 

    

Other departments affected:  

 

Note: These general fund revenue increases are from the 6% City tax on all City Light revenues. 

 

3.a. Appropriations 
 

____ This legislation adds, changes, or deletes appropriations.  
 

 

Fund Name and 

number 

Dept Budget Control 

Level Name/#* 

2015 

Appropriation 

Change 

2016 Estimated 

Appropriation  

Change 

     

TOTAL     
*See budget book to obtain the appropriate Budget Control Level for your department. 

 

Appropriations Notes:  

 

3.b. Revenues/Reimbursements 

 

 

__X__ This legislation adds, changes, or deletes revenues or reimbursements.  
 

Anticipated Revenue/Reimbursement Resulting from this Legislation:  
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Fund Name and 

Number 

Dept Revenue Source 2015 

Revenue  

2016 Estimated 

Revenue 

Light Fund City Light Aurora 3A 

Undergrounding Charge 

(Gross of City Tax) 

$83,881 $201,315 

General Fund City Light Incremental Utility Tax 

Revenue 

$5,032 $12,079 

TOTAL   $150,986 $201,315 

 

Revenue/Reimbursement Notes: 

 

Undergrounding charge will remain in place until the entire amount is collected including 

capital, taxes and interest, approximately 25 years. Amounts shown are for the first two years. 

 

 

3.c. Positions 

 

 

____ This legislation adds, changes, or deletes positions.  
 

 

Total Regular Positions Created, Modified, or Abrogated through this Legislation, 

Including FTE Impact:   

 

 
Position # for 

Existing 

Positions 

Position Title & 

Department* 

Fund 

Name & # 

Program 

& BCL 

PT/FT 2015  

Positions 

2015 

FTE 

Does it sunset? 
(If yes, explain below 

in Position Notes) 

        

        

        

TOTAL        
*   List each position separately 
 

 

Position Notes: 

 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

 

a) Does the legislation have indirect or long-term financial impacts to the City of 

Seattle that are not reflected in the above? 
 

Debt financing this undergrounding work increases City Light’s outstanding debt balance 

as well as its debt to capitalization ratio. The increase is very small relative to City 

Light’s existing capital and debt portfolio.  
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b) Is there financial cost or other impacts of not implementing the legislation?   
 

The financial cost to City Light of not implementing the Aurora 3A undergrounding 

charge is that all City Light customers will bear the cost of that project in their rates.  
 

c) Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? 

No 

 

Is a public hearing required for this legislation?  

No 

 

d) Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle 

Times required for this legislation?  

No 

 

e) Does this legislation affect a piece of property?  

No 

 

f) Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative.  Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically 

disadvantaged communities?  

No 

 

g) If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: 

What are the long-term and measurable goals of the program? Please describe how 

this legislation would help achieve the program’s desired goals.  

No 

 

h) Other Issues: None 

 

List attachments below: None 
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