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P-Patch Overview 
• 41 years old 
• 89 gardens on city/private properties 
• 33+ acres 
• 6800+ gardeners donate 23,000 

hours  
• Giving Gardens: 28,000 lb. donated  
• Market gardens 
• Demographics  

– 24 sites with majority low income 
and immigrant families  

– 70% gardeners low income (2010) 



P-Patch Wait 
Time and 
Population 
Density 

Wait times longest in 
high density areas 
 



Levy-Funded  
Community Garden Development 



Strategic Project  
Selection 
• Underserved by program 
• Named neighborhood 
• Historically underserved 

populations 
• Identified feasible site with 

community engaged 
• Food access 
• Urban village 
• Focus on Southeast  

and South Park 





Leveraged Resources for Success 
• Collaboration with city 

departments and other 
agencies 

• Partnerships with  
non-profits and CBO’s 

• Community & Volunteer 
Contributions! 

 



Inclusive 
Engagement and 
Community Building 



Demonstrating Sustainability 

Adaptive Re-use and 
Education 



Improving Food 
Access 

Credit: John Bolivar  



Goals 
• Achieve fairness and  

equity in allocation of 
space 

• Establish maximum 
plot sizes at each  
P-Patch  

• Base on its size and 
average wait time 

Plot Sizing 2013 and 2014 



Implementation 
• Phase 1 – Complete by December 31, 2013  

• Phase 2 – Complete by December 31, 2014 
for immigrant and refugee gardeners with 
limited English proficiency.  

Plot Sizing 2013 and 2014 



Plot Sizing Phase 1  

Outcome 
• Space opened for 

90 families 

Objective 
• 45 families in 13 P-Patches 

affected  
• Space opens for 70 families 



Plot Sizing Phase 2 
Objective 
• 60 families projected 
• Families represent 4 limited-English speaking 

cultures in 26 P-Patches 
 

 Outcome 
• 50 families affected  
• 21 plots open up 



P-Patch Next Steps 
Metropolitan Park District  
• $200,000 / year 

Focus: Rejuvenate 
Our P-Patches  
• Enhance accessibility 
• Update infrastructure  
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