
 
 

  

Office of Economic Development  Tel (206) 684-8090 

700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 5752  Fax: (206) 684-0379 

PO Box 94708  www.seattle.gov/economicdevelopment 

Seattle, Washington  98124-4708  OED@seattle.gov 

City of Seattle 
Edward B. Murray, Mayor 
 

Office of Economic Development 
Stephen H. Johnson, Director 

Memorandum 

Date:  July 17, 2014 

 
To:  Councilmember Sally Clark 
  Councilmember Tom Rasmussen 
  Councilmember Kshama Sawant 
  Councilmember Mike O’Brien 
 
CC:  Jesse Gilliam, Legislative Assistant to Councilmember Clark 
  Brian Surratt, Mayor’s Office of Policy and Innovation 
 
From:  Steve Johnson, Office of Economic Development 
 
Subject:   Office of Economic Development Director’s Report 

 
Investing in Businesses 
Othello Façade Project –The façade improvement project at Othello Station has completed planning and project 
partners are preparing for the construction phase.  To kick this off, On Board Othello organized a successful clean-up 
event on Saturday, June 14 with over 30 volunteers weeding, removing garbage, sweeping, washing, and mulching for 
four hours.  Next up will be removing the security bars, painting, installing new awnings for many of the businesses, and 
blade signs that will better identify the businesses to pedestrians and those driving along MLK.  The Vietnamese business 
owners and property owners have been engaged in all steps of this process, supported by a partnership with DON, and 
everyone is excited to see these improvements coming together.  This project is managed by HomeSight and supported 
by Only in Seattle with Community Cornerstones and some proceeds earned through our New Markets Tax Credit 
program. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Restaurant Reform/Outreach – OED staff met with the OIRA to coordinate and discuss an appropriate approach for 
outreach to immigrant restaurateurs as a part of our restaurant reform efforts.  Referred by OIRA, OED has met with a 
trusted advocate in the Chinese community who is connected with the Chinese Chamber of Commerce and the Chinese 
restaurant community.  We plan to contract for specific outreach services, including translation, individual and group 
meetings.  Additionally, OED is setting up a similar meeting with the Spanish-speaking community through El Centro de 
la Raza in the next few weeks. 
 
Restaurant Reform/Railings Policy – Staff from OED, SDOT, DPD, OIR, members of the restaurant community, and 
Spokane development community met with staff from of the WA State Liquor Control Board (WSLCB) to discuss our 
mutual interest in allowing local jurisdictions the flexibility in requiring outdoor barriers at retail food establishments.  
We outlined our concerns with the existing policy concerning barriers in the right of way, and suggested possible options 
for consideration.  At this point, the WSLCB has posted a notice for public feedback on our suggested rule change.  OED 
coordinated the collective feedback and submitted a response by the July 4th deadline. 
 
Access Seattle Capitol Hill Business & Construction Coordination – Access Seattle has created opportunities for 
businesses on Capitol Hill to keep up to date on construction impacts in their neighborhood.  The Construction Hub 
team, an essential component of the Access Seattle initiative, has begun hosting stakeholder meetings with key business 
owners in the Capitol Hill Construction Hub who have been directly impacted by significant ongoing construction.  The 
SDOT/OED coordinated meetings create consistent opportunities for businesses to share their concerns while staying 
abreast of upcoming construction impacts.  They are specifically scheduled to occur on Fridays to be in advance of the 
regularly scheduled construction coordination meetings held the following Monday with the contractors working in the 
area.  Business concerns are then raised early on, to better inform construction decisions and revise as needed.  The 
coordination is an important part of the SDOT Construction Hub Coordination Program goal to minimize impacts to 
maintain mobility, and the larger city-wide Access Seattle Initiative goals, including keeping businesses thriving, travelers 
moving and construction coordinated during peak building periods. 
 
Update on Construction Mitigation: A Terrible Beauty closed its West Seattle location in early June.  The business was 
impacted by multiple private construction projects on its block.  After suffering significant and consistent losses the 
company laid off staff and worked with the City’s Access Seattle team to see if there were ways to support their 
business.  However, given that this location was a drain on its other successful locations, closing became the only option.  
This underscores the need for proactive and comprehensive supports for small businesses across the city that are 
impacted by construction and speaks to the importance of fully building out the Access Seattle program. 
 
Russell Investment – It was announced on Thursday, June 26th that Russell Investments has been purchased by The 
London Stock Exchange Group for $2.7 billion dollars.  According to Susan Dale Estey, President of the Economic 
Development Council of Seattle and King County, Russell has reaffirmed its commitment to the EDC.  Susan will continue 
to have conversations with the firm during the transition. 
 
Investing in Seattle’s Economic Strengths 
Pike Place Market “Farmers Market” Meeting – Prior to opening Farmers Market day (June 20), Special Events 
Committee Chair Chris Swenson met with SDOT and Pike Place Market (PPM) to mitigate questions on vendor staging 
and goods sold.  PPM is unique in the Seattle Farmers Market Program because of its vendor array, and State/County 
Health restrictions on the number of days per week (3) Farmers Markets are allowed to operate, and complex rules 
within the PPM Public Development Authority.  At issue are the allowed percentages of non-grown goods, allowable 
placement of vendor tents and tables along the sidewalk near Virginia St, and interpretation of the PPM PDA in relation 
to the Seattle Farmers Market Program.  This ongoing discussion will be part of OED’s Michael McVicker, along with 
SDOT and Parks, continuation of the proposed Farmers Market Redefinition, which began this January. 
 
Startup Seattle – In the first three months of the Startup Seattle program, the Liaison has met with over 80 
entrepreneurs, to surface and help resolve their business challenges.  The top five issues identified and addressed to 
date have been: navigating the startup ecosystem, talent, financing, marketing/sales help, and business plan 
preparation/validation. 
 



Economic Development Commission Meeting – The Economic Development Commission held its third meeting in 2014 
in late June.  The Commission has transitioned from their initial role of discovery, analysis, and recommendation to one 
of action and engagement. Each of the commissioners is involved in advancing the EDC initiatives through individual 
work groups, and there was a healthy discussion about initial workgroup progress.  The meeting also featured speaker 
Fay Hanleybrown, Managing Director of FSG, who discussed the importance of metrics and the collective impact 
measures will have on our economic development mission.  
 
Seattle’s Summer of Events is Here – Solstice weekend kicked off Seattle’s event season with the Rock’n’Roll Marathon 
and Fremont Solstice Parade & Fair.  For the second year, both events occurred on the same day, and were mitigated by 
a year of Special Event Committee review and subcommittee meetings to plan for safety, staffing, street, and transit 
impacts from the events.  This year saw no conflicting stadium games, but did see WSDOT’s weekend closure of SR 520 
against the warnings and recommendation of SDOT and the Special Event Committee.  The next three months of good 
weather brings about 75% of the 400+ Special Events permitted each year.  Upcoming “high impact” event dates include 
July 27-29 (Capitol Hill Block Party, Torchlight Run & Parade, Mariners and Storm games), August 1-3 (Seafair Weekend), 
August 15-17 (Hempfest, Seahawks preseason game, Lake Union 10K), and more. 
 
July 26 Seafair Torchlight, Sounders FC Conflict Resolution – The Seattle Sounders FC announced they will move their 
nationally televised match against the LA Galaxy from Saturday, July 26 to 7:00pm, Monday July 28.  The move was 
necessitated by the unavailability of SPD resources to staff the match, a 1:00pm Mariners game, and other large public 
events scheduled on the date.  Additionally, the match conflicted directly with street closures for the 40th Annual Seafair 
Torchlight Run & Parade, which would have had vast negative impacts to traffic, transit, and emergency response.  
Special Events Committee Chair Chris Swenson would like to thank DPD, SDOT, SPD, SFD, and especially the Sounders FC 
for their work to make this move. 
 
Capitol Hill Block Party, Chamber, Business Meeting – On Wednesday, June 25th Special Event Chair Chris Swenson 
attended the business relations meeting between Capitol Hill Block Party (CHBP) organizers, Capitol Hill Chamber (CHH), 
and Pike/Pine businesses.  This annual meeting is historically held a month prior to July 26-28 event dates and follows 
CHBP’s direct neighbor outreach campaign.  CHBP noted that impacts from construction have drastically reduced their 
traditional truck/artist bus parking, and are waiting for response from SDOT regarding a creative cycle track use proposal 
and information on construction schedules.  CHH noted that the business community would be engaged to determine 
how best to use the 2014 CHBP mitigation funds annually set aside for the business district. 
 
Special Events Report – 341 Special Event Permit applications have been received and are in process, with 198 of the 
events having now occurred.  For a complete list of permitted Special Events, please visit the City of Seattle’s Special 
Events Calendar. 
 
Kate Becker Visits Commercial Film Set In Ballard – OFM Director Kate Becker visited a national Toyota car commercial 
film production on Saturday, June 21st.  The production closed Ballard Ave early in the morning and closed several blocks 
in the Magnolia neighborhood in the afternoon.  The production hired 25 local crew at market rate wages and is an 
example of the high wage film productions the Commercialize Seattle initiative works to attract to the region. 
 
Film Report – 175 film permit applications have been submitted and/or processed to date in 2014.  Nine total permits 
were issued for shoot dates between June 20 and June 27, including five for commercial and/or corporate work, hiring 
over 80 local cast and crew. 
 
Golden Space Needle Awards - On Sunday, 6/8 Kate Becker attended the Golden Space Needle Awards brunch at the 
Space Needle.  Wrapping up SIFF’s 25 day festival that screened over 450 films, the brunch was attended by filmmakers 
and producers from around the world.  Boyhood was the big winner taking home the Golden Space Needle Award for 
Best Film, Best Director (Richard Linklater) and Best Actress (Patricia Arquette).  SIFF wrapped up on Sunday evening 
having successfully executed the 40th year of the country’s largest and most well attended film festival.  Bravo SIFF! 
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Music Commission Annual Meeting/Work Plan Update – The Music Commission held their annual meeting to review 
accomplishments and strategize goals for the next year.  Facilitated by Claudia Bach, with nearly every commissioner in 
attendance, it was a highly productive meeting.  We are fortunate to have such dedicated commissioners.  Their final 
work plan will be available shortly. 
 
Westlake Cycle Track – A new design process was worked out amongst the neighborhood’s businesses, Lake Union 
floating home owners, boat owners and bike riders.  As opposed to having one design that would have to fit every block, 
the plan would allow for planning designs done section by section.  SDOT had originally presented two design concepts 
but neither offered the flexibility to reach a buy-in from all parties.  The work to get to this new solution was led by Mary 
Rutherford (SDOT) and supported by James Kelly (OED).  Integrating both mobility and economic vitality as priorities in 
the process allowed for a new solution that the broad community could support. 
 
University District Partnership – The University District Partnership is making progress on all of its key initiatives – 
petitions to expand the BIA are circulating, the Street Fair had a banner year that successfully expanded local business 
participation, the CEO search is in its final stages and the Clean Alley/Homeless Youth Employment Program has doubled 
its cohort to six hires this session.  The Urban Design Framework, led by DPD, is also working toward a fall proposal and 
the Alley Activation Design is nearing completion.  The U District is laying the groundwork for an organization that can 
direct and manage its coming growth. 
 
Disaster Recovery Planning/Economic Development – OED staff is working closely with OEM on development of the 
City’s Disaster Recovery Plan as it relates to restoring the economy through the basic necessities of jobs, services, and 
revenue generation.  In addition to participation on the City’s core planning team, OED staff has facilitated discussions 
with external agencies at multiple OEM-sponsored events to help inform the economic recovery section of the draft 
plan.  Additional community forums are scheduled this summer to wrap up the planning effort, and OED will continue its 
participation at these events as well as in its role of helping to draft the final plan this fall. 
 
Exploration of Stormwater Permitting Alternatives – As part of a long-standing partnership with King County and 
Washington State, SPU and OED have hired consultant Floyd Snider to help industry, technical experts, and government 
explore the feasibility of a regional approach to stormwater permitting.  The ultimate goal is to lower individual business 
treatment costs and achieve better water quality results through a regional treatment system.  A series of exploratory 
meetings will occur over the summer, with a final report and recommendations to be finalized by fall 2014. 
 
Investing in Workers 
Seattle/King County Workforce Development Council Annual Board Meeting – On June 27th, OED attended at the Annual 
Board Meeting where discussion highlighted the imminent passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(WIOA).  On July 9th, WIOA passed the US House and is now awaiting the President’s signature.  This legislation expands 
funding for what was the Workforce Investment Act, which was 11 years overdue for re-authorization, and is supposed 
to streamline some federal processes involving workforce development funding for training and job development 
capacity. 
 
South Seattle College (SSC) under contract to Seattle Jobs Initiative (SJI) serving English learners (EL) – South Seattle 
College was awarded a contract through Seattle Jobs Initiative after an extensive request for qualification process.  
Through their adult basic education department, SSC will be creating EL-specific versions of already successful offerings, 
so that ELs will be better prepared to make informed decisions prior to starting either employment or training.  
Additionally, vocational EL classes will be added in healthcare and manufacturing/maritime, preparing these students for 
additional training in these sectors. 


