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Background 

• 2009: SDOT installed Restricted Parking Zones (RPZs) 
around 5 SE Seattle Link Light Rail stations  to address 
hide and ride potential 
 

• June 2009: Council established 4-year pilot allowing 
businesses and institutions to be eligible for RPZ 
permits in five SE Seattle station areas 
 

• SDOT parking studies: 2010, 2011, 2012 
 

• July 2011: SDOT mid-program report to Council 
 

• May 2013: SDOT 4-year program report to Council 
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May 2013 Program Findings 

• Little change to parking occupancies since 2008                   
(i.e., it’s working) 
 

• Parking data: SMC thresholds for revoking business permits 
has not occurred 
 

• 2009 - 2011 Permit Cycle: 1,457 business RPZ permits issued 
(25% of total for those zones) 
 

• 2011 - 2013 Permit Cycle: 552 business RPZ permits issued 
(17% of total for those zones) 
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Current RPZ Business Permit Program 

 

Zone 
 

# Businesses # Permits 

Beacon Hill 
 

32 140 

Mount Baker 
 

10 81 

Columbia City 
 

9 134 

Othello 
 

19 181 

Rainier Beach 
 

0 0 

Totals 
 

70 536 
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2013 Community Outreach 

• Five community meetings 
 

• Door-to-door outreach:    
88 businesses contacted 
 

• Mailer (translated into 8 
languages) to 7,500 
residents and businesses 
 

• Online survey (translated into 8 languages): 
o 300 responses 
o 80% overall support for business eligibility for RPZ permits 
o 67% of residents support business eligibility 
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Recommendation: Make permanent 
the issuance of RPZ permits to eligible 
businesses and institutions in SE 
Seattle Link Light Rail station areas 
 
 

Reasons: 
• Stable parking occupancy 
• Continued importance for small 

businesses 
• Support from businesses and residents 

Conclusion 


