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Overview 

Today we will review: 

• Seattle’s experience with photo enforcement to date 

• National and local experiences with photo enforcement systems 

• Preliminary data 

• Next steps 

 

 

 

 

 



Why Speeding Matters 

• Speeding is a factor in: 
– One out of every three collisions in Seattle  

– 42 percent of fatal collisions in Seattle (2006-2010) 

• Speed increases the likelihood and severity of collisions 

Pedestrian and Bicyclists Safety and Mobility in Europe, 2010 



Photo Enforcement Effectiveness 

• Photo enforcement demonstrated to be a highly effective 
countermeasure (NHTSA) 

• Peer city experiences show significant reductions in the 
number of citations issued to drivers 



Camera Operation 

Ample warning provided to motorists 

approaching photo enforced school zones 

 

 

1. Photo enforcement 
warning signs 

 

 2.   School zone advanced  warning signs 

 

 
3.   School zone speed limit signs with beacons 

 



Camera Operations 

 

 

 

• Vehicle speeds measured by loops in the roadway. 

 

• Cameras only operate when school zone beacons are flashing.  

 

• Beacon schedule is set by Seattle Public Schools and SDOT.  

 

• Photographic and video images of violation events are reviewed by trained 
SPD officers. 

 

• Drivers have an opportunity to review the images.  

 

• The registered owner has 18 days from issuance of the citation to pay, contest 
the citation, or sign a declaration stating that he  or she was not driving the 
vehicle at the time of the infraction. 

 

• Under Washington law, violation is treated as a parking infraction and is not 
part of the registered owner’s driving record.  



School Selection Process 
Reviewed speed data for 

50 
school zones equipped 
with flashing beacons 

Conducted additional 
speed studies at 

15 
schools where initial data 
indicated speeding issues 

Performed site analysis to 
determine constructability  

Selected  

4  
schools based on potential 

speed reduction and 
safety benefit 

Four Schools Included in Pilot Project 
 
Broadview-Thomson K-8 
Greenwood Avenue N and N 132nd Street 
 
Gatewood Elementary  
Fauntleroy Way SW and SW Myrtle Street 
 
Olympic View Elementary  
5th Avenue NE and NE 95th Street 
 
Thurgood Marshall Elementary  
Martin Luther King Way and S Judkins Street 



Grace Period and Outreach 

Cameras issued warnings (no monetary penalty) starting November 1, 2012 
 

2,000+ flyers (with translations) distributed at affected schools 
 

Grace period extended due to high number of warnings issued 



Preliminary Data 

24,336 citations issued 
(December 10 to April 27) 

 

16 percent reduction in average 

number of citations issued 

 

30 mph – average speed of 

vehicles receiving citations  

 

96 percent of violators did not 

receive another violation 

 

 

 



Public Feedback 
Do you support or oppose the use of speed 
safety cameras in school zones during school 
hours to enforce speed limits? 
Support ........................................................... 68% 
Oppose ........................................................... 24% 
Not sure .......................................................... 8% 
 
Do you think the presence of speed safety 
cameras in school zones changes driver 
behavior, or not? 
Do think their presence changes behavior...... 67% 
Think their presence does not......................... 21% 
Not sure .......................................................... 13% 
 
Questions from an ATS public opinion survey conducted by Public Policy Polling 

on June 25.  Survey of 529 Seattle Voters 
 



Goal is to reduce speeding in schools zones: 

 

• SDOT has “before” speed data from the four camera 
locations, and from the 11 other schools that were 
evaluated during the process to select the pilot schools.  

 

•  SDOT will collect “after” speed data at those 15 
locations in Fall, 2013.   

 

•  SDOT is currently collecting data and preparing a report 
comparing beacon and non-beacon locations.  

 

 

 

Next Steps – Data  



Next Steps – School Road Safety 

School Road Safety Initiative will include: 

  

• Traffic analysis of streets around schools 

 

• Roadway design recommendations 

 

• Prioritization framework for physical improvements at schools 

 

• Safety and mobility education toolbox 

 

• Enforcement strategies including developing a long-term plan for new 
school zone cameras 

 

 



Next Steps - Additional Cameras 
New Cameras Proposed for Early 2014 

• Bailey Gatzert Elementary on East Yesler Way (Westbound only) 

• Dearborn Park Elementary on South Orcas Street  

• Nathan Eckstein Middle School on Northeast 75th Street  

• Roxhill Elementary on SW Roxbury Street 

• Holy Family Parish School on SW Roxbury Street  

 

 

 

 


