
Update title block 

STREET         

+ TRANSIT 

UPDATE 

1 



AGENDA 

 
• Seawall Update 

• Street Design 

• Local Waterfront Transit 

• Waterfront Seattle - Public Meeting Highlights 

• Waterfront Seattle Art Update 
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ALASKAN WAY 
 

A GREAT URBAN 
STREET 
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THE VISION FOR 

ALASKAN WAY 
 
• Create a great urban street for all users, 

including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit, 

freight, cars, parking and more! 

• Provide effective regional transportation 

connections and improved local east-west 

connections 

• Integrate the street into the overall design for 

the waterfront 
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STREET DESIGN 

ELEMENTS  
• Two general purpose vehicle lanes in each 

direction 

• North-south bicycle route 

• Pedestrian crossings and promenade 

• Curb space for parking, deliveries, etc. 

• Transit service and connections 

• Ferry access 

• Freight route 
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PROMENADE 
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PROMENADE ELEMENTS 
 
• Continuous north-

south along 

corridor 

 

• Generous width 

includes planted 

buffers  

 

• Coordination with 

Seawall project 
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INSERT LPS SLIDE 



BICYCLES 
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TWO-WAY CYCLE TRACK  
• 2012 concept design  

 included multi-use  

 trail 

• State of the art 

 bicycle facility 

• Safe, reliable and well-connected 

• Separated from vehicle lanes and pedestrian 

promenade 

• Encourages use by a wide range of cyclists 
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FREIGHT 
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LOCAL 
WATERFRONT 

TRANSIT 
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LOCAL WATERFRONT TRANSIT  
 
1.  Studying several  
     options including: 
 
•  Historic streetcar 
 
•  Modern streetcar 
 
•  Rubber-tire 
 
2.  Each option  
     works in a shared  
     street with traffic 



FUNCTIONS OF 

THE STREET 
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TRANSIT: SW TRANSIT PATHWAY 

VEHICLES, PARKING AND LOADING 

NORTH/SOUTH BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN 

MOVEMENT 

FERRIES: LOADING AND UNLOADING 

STREET DESIGN 
FUNCTIONS OF THE STREET 
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GREAT URBAN 

STREETS 
 
• Adequate sidewalk scale relative to street 

scale 

• Adequate buffer between pedestrians and 

traffic 

• Pedestrian-oriented intersection design 

• Designed medians 
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LOCAL 
WATERFRONT 

TRANSIT 
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• Serves local waterfront market 

• Operates in shared street lane with traffic 

• Frequent service 

• User-friendly and easy to navigate 

• Fits waterfront character and demand 

• Compelling alternative to driving 

• Complementary to other downtown transit 

 

LOCAL 

WATERFRONT 

TRANSIT 



Option A  

• Lower level of investment 

• Includes doors on both sides of 

the vehicle and an additional 

operator  

• High platform  

Option B  

• Option A plus elective upgrades 

(higher investment) 

• Automated door operation, 

improved lighting, similar power 

service as modern streetcar, and 

wheelchair lifts 

• Low platforms 





RUBBER TIRE TRANSIT 

Option A  

• Mini-bus style vehicle  

• Battery-powered; zero emissions 

• Large side windows and exterior 

row seating  

• Low floor boarding (vehicle 

dependent) 

• Lower passenger capacity  

Option B 

• Coach style bus with 2 doors  

• Battery-powered; zero 

emissions 

• Higher passenger capacity 



ALIGNMENT + STATION LOCATIONS 

HISTORIC STREETCAR 



Add cross section of 
streetcar 

[Steve/Parametrix] 

 



Add cross section of 

rubber tire 

[Steve/Parametrix] 



LOCAL WATERFRONT 

TRANSIT ANALYSIS 

 

 

 

• Vehicle/system capacity 

• Vehicle operations 

• Connectivity 

• Travel time 

• Safety 

• Rider attraction/ 

 comfort/ADA 

 

 

• Noise 

• Air quality 

• Aesthetics 

• Traffic impact 

• Utility conflicts 

• Operations and maintenance 

costs 

• Capital costs 
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STREET + TRANSIT PUBLIC 

MEETING ATTENDANCE 

 
• Approximately 300 attendees 

• Approximately 40% new attendees  

• Around 85% of meeting attendees 

live/work in Seattle.  

• Grew project email list by 282 
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Attendees weighed in on historic and modern 

streetcar,  and rubber tire options. 

Some of what we heard:  

• Honor George Benson’s legacy 

• Use a mix of modern and historic streetcars 

• Mini bus frequency will attract more use 

• Connect waterfront transit to City and other 

systems 

STREET + TRANSIT PUBLIC 

MEETING - LOCAL WATERFRONT 

TRANSIT 
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Attendees weighed in on overall design for 

Alaskan Way.  

Some of what we heard:  

• Support and excitement for the cycle track 

• General support for the design and balance 

of uses 

• Consider narrow lanes to slow down 

traffic/reduce footprint 

• Use textured/tactile wayfinding for peds 

  

STREET + TRANSIT PUBLIC 

MEETING  - STREET DESIGN 
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QUESTIONS? 
50 



BACK POCKET  
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