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      Memo        
 
Date: February 24, 2012 
 
To: Councilmember Sally Clark 

Councilmember Tom Rasmussen 
 Councilmember Richard Conlin 

Councilmember Jean Godden 
 
CC: David Yeaworth, Legislative Assistant to Councilmember Sally Clark 
 
From: Steve Johnson, OED 
 
Re: Only In Seattle Initiative 
 
 
The City is committed to make deep investments in neighborhoods willing and ready to 
implement a focused strategy to strengthen their commercial districts.  The City’s role in working 
with neighborhood business districts to create a successful business climate is an important 
one. Small businesses employ 72% of Seattle’s workforce and contribute 35% of the City’s 
business tax revenues, totaling $55.4 million.  A healthy business district creates a strong 
environment for local businesses to grow and create jobs across the city.  Many of the small 
businesses in our city reside in our neighborhood business districts. 
 
2012 Only in Seattle Program 
 
In October 2011, the Office of Economic Development (OED) issued a Request for Proposals to 
identify neighborhoods and provide funds to support the following components of a healthy 
business district, and has finalized funding awards to announce. 
 

 Business and Retail Development (business mix to serve residential needs); 
 Marketing and Promotion (events, social media, farmers markets); 
 Clean and Safe (graffiti removal, dumpster free alleys, lighting); 
 Pedestrian and Appearance (streetscape, catalytic development projects, façade, art); 

and 
 Business Organization Development to sustain the effort, including participation of an 

existing “Business Improvement Area” or commitment to form one. 
 
The Only in Seattle Initiative will be investing approximately $1.1 million in combined funding 
from OED and Impact Capital to 19 neighborhoods.  Neighborhood proposals and awards are 
based on the following funding levels: 

 Comprehensive Approach – Up to $200,000 per business district per year 



 

 

 Start-Up or Smaller Scale Approach – Up to $50,000 per business district per year 
 Organizational Development Support – Support for business districts who are interested 

in forming a strong business organization 
 BIA Formation and Only in Seattle Marketing 

 
Neighborhoods to receive funding include: Ballard, Beacon Hill, Belltown, Central Area, 
Chinatown/International, Capitol Hill, Columbia City, Fremont, Georgetown, Madison Valley, 
MLK, Pioneer Square, Rainier Beach, SODO, South Park, University District, Wallingford, West 
Seattle, and White Center. 
 
Next Steps 
 
OED is in the process of developing detailed scopes of work.  We will look forward to reporting 
back in later in the year on the progress we have made in these business districts. 
 
Attachments 
 
Only in Seattle PowerPoint presentation 


