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Sequencing of Waterfront Projects
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Washington to Pine: Today
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Seawall Construction: 2013 – 2016 
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Viaduct Demolition: 2016 – 2017 
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New Alaskan Way: 2017 – 2019 
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Promenade & New Public Spaces: 2019+
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FREIGHT
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Project Update
January 23, 2012
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Last Council Update: April 2011

��

• Project need, scope, and 
schedule

• Team partnerships

• Existing conditions 

• Options for soil stabilization

• Habitat restoration 
opportunities

• Project alternative 
“bookends”

• Range of project costs 
($310M - $390M)
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Project Schedule
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Elements of the Alternatives

• Soil stabilization

• Habitat enhancement measures

• Wall location

• Restored roadway and 
pedestrian/bicycle facilities

• Flexibility for Waterfront Seattle

• Potential early wins, both in-water 
and uplands

��
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Soil Stabilization Methods
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Drilled ShaftsJet Grouting
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Staff Recommended Alternative Features
• Wall location: 10’ – 15’ inland

• Continuous migration corridor

• Jet grouting preferred

• Early program wins

• Cost estimate available in late March

�B
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staff recommended alternative
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staff recommended alternative
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U.S. Army Corps Coordination
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USACE Permitting Processes

Planning Branch
City Partner Project 

Regulatory Branch
USACE Permitted Project

• Typical process for 
non-USACE shoreline 
projects

• USACE conducts an 
independent review of 
project in order to 
issue permits 

• Cost shared study 
between Corps and non-
federal sponsor 

• USACE-driven schedule

• USACE self-permits 
where it has jurisdiction

• Requires Congressional 
authorization for 
construction after 
approval of feasibility 
study
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Exploring Parallel Process
(City Goal: Construct 2013-2016) 

• Work with Regulatory branch to obtain in-water work permit for 
project to advance Phase 1 construction

• Advance construction of Phase 1 using local cost share

• Complete feasibility study with Planning branch and receive 
credit for City’s Phase 1 investments

Investigating Opportunities to Expedite Construction

U.S. Army Corps Coordination
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Advancing Design and Permitting

• Review 35% design

• Issue RFQ for final 
design

• Work closely with 
regulatory agencies, 
including the Corps

• Continue 
coordination and 
engagement 
activities

��
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Organization
Date

Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Program
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Building the Second SR 99 Bridge
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Rebuilding Sidewalk Near South Atlantic Street
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Tunnel Construction: Next 6 Months

North end:

• Continue to relocate utilities

• Begin north portal excavation 

South end/Central waterfront:

• Continue to relocate utilities

• Begin settlement mitigation for 
buildings and structures at the 
south end

• Begin building boring machine 
launch pit

• Begin building south operations 
building
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Changes to 
Alaskan Way South
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North End Construction Overview

'

Reconstruct Mercer 
Street lanes

Relocate utilities near   
SR 99 tunnel north portal
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� Mobilize construction 
crews at north portal
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Advisory Committee on Tolling

Electronic tolling at Tacoma Narrows Bridge.

• The committee will make advisory 
recommendations on strategies for:

o Tolling the SR 99 tunnel 
o Minimizing traffic diversion from 

the tunnel due to tolling
o Mitigating traffic diversion effects 

on city streets and I-5 

• Recommendations will be considered 
for potential implemention by the 
State, City of Seattle, Port of Seattle, 
and/or King County
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Background

Introduction

Recommendations

SR 520 tolling evaluation

Legislative session

Modeling 
and 
evaluation

Previous work 
completed; Finalize 
evaluation

Analysis

Baseline toll free 
2015 and funding 
and revenue 
discussions

Review 
recommendations Draft report

Submit report

Initial tolling 
evaluation report

Work Plan

38

Round 1 results, 
round 2 
recommendations

Tool kit and scenarios 
discussion

All model results, 
preliminary 
recommendations

Baseline tolled 
2015  
round 1 
recommendations
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Central Waterfront Transmission 
Line Relocation Project
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Seattle City Light Transmission Line 
Relocation 
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Planning for Parking Losses
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Parking Mitigation


