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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project;
authorizing execution of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the State of
Washington and the City of Seattle.

WHEREAS, the current SR 520 bridge was opened to traffic in August of 1963; and

WHEREAS, 115,000 vehicles use SR 520 to cross Lake Washington daily along a corridor
initially designed to accommodate 65,000 vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the SR 520 bridge is vulnerable to earthquakes and windstorms and is nearing the
end of its useful life; and

WHEREAS, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) crews have repaired
over 30,000 linear feet of cracks along the SR 520 bridge since the Inaugural Day storm
in 1993; and

WHEREAS, previous repairs have added weight to the bridge and further repair or retrofit is no
longer feasible and must be replaced according to WSDOT; and

WHEREAS, the current SR 520 corridor does not meet today’s safety and environmental
standards; and

WHEREAS, the current SR 520 corridor does not meet transit and pedestrian and bicycle
mobility needs for the region; and

WHEREAS, SR 520 is a vital east-west corridor of regional significance carrying people and
goods connecting Interstate 405, Interstate 5 and other transportation facilities and major
institutions, thereby benefiting local, regional and State economies; and

WHEREAS, the SR 520 corridor travels through and near Seattle neighborhoods such as
Montlake, Portage Bay/Roanoke Park, North Capitol Hill, Eastlake, University District,
Laurelhurst, Ravenna/Bryant and Madison Park as well as the Washington Park
Arboretum. The neighborhoods and the Washington Park Arboretum include natural,
historic and recreational resources; and

WHEREAS, the City of Seattle and the City Council have actively engaged in developing and
evaluating alternatives for replacing the existing SR 520 corridor since 1997; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has previously adopted Resolutions 30777, 30974 and 31109
providing policy and design guidance to WSDOT regarding the SR 520 project; has
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submitted numerous letters in response to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS), Supplemental Draft EIS and other State Legislative processes related to the SR 520
project; and participated on numerous stakeholder and technical advisory committees
over the last 14 years; and

WHEREAS, in April of 2010, Governor Gregoire announced the State’s preferred alternative for
the SR 520 I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project, which is a six-lane
corridor with a new floating bridge, a potential second bascule bridge over the Montlake
Cut, a new West Approach, a new Portage Bay Bridge, a new lid at Montlake, a new lid
at 10th and Delmar, and an enhanced bicycle/pedestrian crossing over I-5; and

WHEREAS, WSDOT published the SR 520 I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV
Project’s Final EIS and obtained a Record of Decision from the Federal Highway
Administration in the summer of 2011; and

WHEREAS, the State Legislature established a $4.65 billion budget for the entire SR 520 Bridge
Replacement and HOV Program, with $2.62 billion currently funded for the SR 520,
Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project, Pontoon Construction Project and
the Evergreen Point Floating Bridge and landings; and

WHEREAS, there remains a $2.03 billion funding gap to support construction of the west
approach to I-5 portion of the SR 520 corridor through the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City and the State to enter into a Project vision and
coordination MOU to clarify roles, responsibilities and expectations going forward, and it
is the desire of the City and the State to provide the public with further clarity on the
intentions of the Parties with regard to Project design and mitigation; NOW,
THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Mayor is authorized to execute, for and on behalf of The City of Seattle, a
Memorandum of Understanding with the State of Washington substantially in the form attached
hereto as Exhibit 1, entitled SR 520, I1-5 TO MEDINA: BRIDGE REPLACEMENT AND HOV
PROJECT VISION AND COORDINATION UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE
WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE CITY OF
SEATTLE.

Form Last Revised: May 2, 2011 2




© o0 N o o B~ O w NP

N I T N T N N N T N T X e T = T o S e S S o e
X N o O R W N P O © © N oo ol hd W N P O

Michael Fong/MF
SR 520 MOU
October 4, 2011
Version 2

Section 2. As provided in Seattle City Charter Article V, Section 7, the Mayor shall see
that the Agreement is faithfully kept and performed.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its approval by
the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after presentation, it

shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2011, and

signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this

day of , 2011.

President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of , 2011.

Michael McGinn, Mayor

Filed by me this day of , 2011.

Monica Martinez Simmons, City Clerk

(Seal)
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Exhibit 1: SR 520, I-5 TO MEDINA: BRIDGE REPLACEMENT AND HOV PROJECT
VISION AND COORDINATION UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE WASHINGTON
STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE CITY OF SEATTLE
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