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Legislative Department 

Seattle City Council 

Memorandum 

 

 

Date: February 11, 2011 

 

To: Richard Conlin, Chair 

 Mike O’Brien, Vice Chair 

 Jean Godden, Member 

 Regional Development and Sustainability Committee (RDS) 

 

From: Ketil Freeman, Council Central Staff 

 

Subject: Council Bill 117060 – Screening and Landscaping Standards for Solid Waste Transfer 

Stations and Utility Service Uses 

 

Introduction and Background 

 

In September 2009 Council passed Ordinance 123094, which amended a proviso in the Department of 

Planning and Development’s (DPD) budget.  Ordinance 123094 identified Council land use initiatives on 

which funds formerly subject to the proviso could be expended.  Legislation clarifying and amending 

screening standards for transfer stations and utility service uses was included in Ordinance 123094 as a 

Council land use initiative.  Council requested the legislation due to concerns expressed by neighbors of 

the north transfer station and other neighbors who live in close proximity to existing utility service uses.  

Council Bill (CB) 117060 is the Executive’s response to Council direction in Ordinance 123094. 

 

The RDS Committee heard a briefing and held a public hearing on CB 117060 on January 4
th
.  CB 

117060 makes two primary amendments to the Land use Code.   

 

1. The bill establishes a Green Factor requirement of .40 for solid waste transfer stations.  Green 

Factor is a flexible landscaping ratings system set out in Seattle Municipal Code (S.M.C.) § 

23.86.019.  A requirement of .40 is greater than what is currently required for development in a 

Commercial or Neighborhood Commercial zone. 

2. The bill also clarifies landscaped setback requirements by zone category for utility service uses. 

Utility service uses are structures used for the conveyance of power, water, sewage, or 

stormwater.  Examples include combined sewer overflow facilities, pump stations, and electrical 

substations.  A comparison by zone between current and proposed standards for utility service 

uses is set out in the DPD briefing memorandum for January 4
th
,  attached on green paper. 

 

Prior to the hearing on January 4
th
, Seattle Public Utilities expressed concern about how application of the 

development standards would impact development of combined sewer overflow structures. RDS 

requested that DPD work with SPU to address these concerns.  Those clarifications and other 

amendments requested by Councilmember Conlin are contained in the attached substitute bill.  This 

memo describes the contents of substitute CB 117060.  Attachments include: 

 

 Substitute CB 117060, 

 DPD’s briefing memorandum from January 4
th 

(on green paper), and 

 A copy of the powerpoint presentation from January 4
th
.   
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Substitute Council Bill 117060 

 

Substitute CB 117060 makes the following clarifications and changes to the introduced bill: 

 

1. It clarifies that for utility service uses, landscaping and screening can allow visual access to the 

facility from the right-of-way, as needed to enhance security and forestall trespassing; 

2. It clarifies that for utility service uses decorative fencing is an acceptable treatment to reduce 

visual impacts of security fences, approvable by the DPD Director; 

3. It establishes design guidance to developers of utility service uses that both a landscaped setback 

and an interesting design treatment of walls are encouraged where site conditions allow; and 

4. It establishes the requirement that utility service uses in Industrial Commercial and Industrial 

General zones must be screened when abutting or across the street from commercial and 

downtown zones, not just residential zones. 

 

Next Steps 

 

The Growth Management Act sets out minimum public participation measures when adopting 

development regulations.  The changes in the substitute are likely significant enough that Council should 

provide an additional opportunity for written comment.  Assuming that RDS recommends approval of the 

substitute on February 15
th
 and Council provides notice of a 10-day comment period,  the legislation 

should be held at Full Council until February 28
th
 .   

 

 

 

 
 


