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• Subject: solid waste transfer stations, utility 
services uses

• Intent: help these important facilities fit into 
neighborhoods

• Approach: landscaping (Green Factor); treatment 
of fences and walls; screening

• Requirements would vary by zone, type of facility

Overview



• Provides weighted menu of 
options, sets minimum 
score

• Emphasizes trees 

• Includes green roofs and 
walls, bioretention, & 
permeable paving

• Provides for layered 
plantings & right-of-way 
improvements

Seattle Green Factor



Precedent:
SRDS

• Generous landscaping, 
with extensive use of 
large conifers and 
diverse, drought-
tolerant groundcovers.

• Rated on Green Factor 
scale, landscape plan 
would exceed 0.40



Proposal: 
transfer stations
• Both planned transfer 

stations can achieve a 
Green Factor score of 
0.40 through tree 
protection & planting, 
together with other 
landscape features

• Allows flexibility to 
design multiple parcels 
together

• Require screening 
across from residential 
zones



Proposal: utility 
services uses*

• Focus on how fences meet 
the right-of-way through 
landscaping or detailing

• 5-10 ft landscaped setbacks 
and/or architectural detailing 
required – specifics vary by 
zone

*   Electrical substations, CSO facilities, 
pumping stations, trolley transformers, 
etc.


