
Parks & Seattle Center Committee 23 September 2010 
Council Bill No. 116976 
 

 
Questions?    
Kieu-Anh King, Council Central Staff  v. #2  

AGENDA ITEM #6 – SEATTLE CHINESE GARDEN PUBLIC BENEFIT AGREEMENT 
AN ORDINANCE relating to the Department of Parks and Recreation, authorizing the Superintendent to 
enter into an agreement with the Seattle Chinese Garden Society for an easement and public benefits at 
Knowing the Spring Courtyard and additional phases of the Seattle Chinese Garden.  

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE VOTE  
Presenters:  Christopher Williams, Parks Superintendent 
 Esteemed Ladies and Gentlemen, Seattle Chinese Garden Society 
 Kieu-Anh King, Council Central Staff 

LEGISLATION SUMMARY: 
The proposed legislation authorizes the Superintendent of the Department of Parks and Recreation to 
purchase an easement and public benefits from the Seattle Chinese Garden Society, providing five years of 
free admission for Seattle residents to the Spring Courtyard, in Phase One of the Garden.  

BACKGROUND & HISTORY.  
 
The City of Seattle, its Sister City of Chongqing, China, and the Seattle Chinese Garden Society have 
worked closely for over 20 years to develop one of the largest Chinese gardens outside of China. The 
complete Sichuan-style Garden, with four seasonal components, is expected to open in January 2016.   
 

1988 – Resolution No. 27832. Designated land at South Seattle CC as the preferred site location. 
 
1989 – Ordinance No. 114521. Authorized $20,000 of funding for preliminary design of the garden. 
 
2005 – Ordinance No. 121727. Authorized an agreement for $600,000 of public benefits at the Garden, to 
commence once the Garden is fully completed. Public benefits include: 

⋅ Free admission for Seattle residents once per month. 
⋅ Free and reduced-price admission for school groups. 
⋅ Free (limited) use of facilities by City of Seattle. 
⋅ Benefits to commence upon Garden completion in 2016 and to continue for 25 years. 

 
2010 – This Council Bill authorizes an agreement for an additional $317,500 of public benefits: 

⋅ Free admission to the Spring Courtyard, for all Seattle residents. 
⋅ Free admission to any other exhibits at the Garden, as they are completed, for all Seattle residents. 
⋅ Benefits to commence before January 1, 2011 and to continue for five years. 

 

ISSUES AND QUESTIONS: 
1. How much funding did the Seattle Chinese Garden Society raise for completion of the Spring Courtyard? 

What is the approximate split of City v. non-City funding in the project? 
2. Can the Seattle Chinese Garden Society discuss its fundraising, to date, for the remaining portion of the 

Garden? 
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