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Martin Penner

Passionate and values-driven young professional with interest and experience in the worlds of
social development and the intersection of policy and human rights.

December 2008 - Present UNITUS SEATTLE, USA
Office Manager .
Key member of the operations team in the Seattle office of Unltus, a microfinance accelerator
creating innovative solutions to global poverty.
¢ Administrative and IT management for an office of 30 staff,
e Project Manager for a commercial office sublease and the logistical setup of a new branch ofﬁce in
Nairobi, Kenya.
e Key liaison for the operations teams in Unitus’ Bangalore, Nairohi and Seattle offices.
e Responsible for planning and coordinating office events,

May - July 2008 HUMANITY IN ACTION PARIS, FRANCE
Program (:oordmator, French Program
Assisted Program Director in all aspects of a trans-Atlantic research/study program on minotity rights
within democracies,

February - May 2008 INDEPENDENT STUDY NORTH AND WEST AFRICA
Spent three months traveling from Morocco to Cote d'lvoire meeting with aid and development
workers, Focused on the relationship between public policy and development application.

THE ISRAEL-PALESTINE CENTER FOR RESEARCH AND INFORMATION
September - December 2007 JERUSALEM, ISRAEL
Gained valuable office and interpersonal skills in the intense environment of the only bi-partisan think
tank working on the [sraeli-Palestinian conflict.

April = June 2007 HORN OF AFRICA SERVICES SEATTLE, USA
Project Coordinator
Displayed innovation and cultural sensitivity through the formulation of a pilot project to improve the
relationship between Child Protective Services and Seattle’s East African refugee and immigrant
community,,

September 2004 ~August 2007 CANLIS RESTAURANT SEATTLE, USA
Fine Dining Server
Refined ability to anticipate, clarify and respond to the needs of chents and co-workers as part ofa
passionate service team in one of America’s best restaurants.

December 1999 — July 2004 JAKE MUSIC INC, NASHVILLE, USA
Artist Management/Performing Artist
As manager, liaised between promoters, band members, sponsors, record company and booking
executives for a professional band touring the USA, Canada and the UK. Helped guide the band to sales
exceeding 100,000 atburns. As band member, exercised passion for communication through hundreds of

2004-2007 BA International Studies: International Law and Human Rights

Jackson School of International Studies, UaneI‘SIty of Washington.  SEATTLE, USA
1997-1999 Journalism and Media Studies

Lethbridge College LETHBRIDGE, CANADA -

English (native speaker)

French {proficient)




SEATTLE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

1§ MEMBERS 7 Appuointed by the Mayor
7 Appuointed by City Council
I Appeinted by the Commission
2-year terims

I MEMBER Get Engaged Program - Appointed by Mayor
L-year ierm

All appointments confirmed by City Council.

Commissioner Appeinted  Term Ends Term Appointed By
(6) Jessica Andrade 1-5-10 72211 ™ City Council
(2 1Kcith Toussaint 7-22-10 7.22-12 t‘“ City Council
(&) I'rances Donegan-Ryan  [1-8-10 7-22-11 [ City Council
(4) Nika Dahlbacka*® 9-9-10 7-22-11 25" City Council
(6) Andrew Lewds 2008 7-22-11 2 City Council
{2) Mica Powers 2008 7-22-12 o City Council
(1) Jesse Aspuria 2008 7-23-12 oM City Council
(6) Arthur Shwal 7-27-10 7-22-12 A Mayar
(6 Mike Peters 7-30-09 7-22-11 1 Mayor
(2) Damien Carter 7-27-10 7-22-12 2" Mayor
(6) Jennifer Yogi 1-27-10 7-22-12 ! Mayor
(6) Martin Penner 7-27-10 7-22-11 1 Mayor
(4) Christopher Stearns 7-30-09 C7-32-11 1" Mayor
(2) Merri Ann Osborne  7-27-10 7-22-12 2™ Mayor
(6) Roslyn Solomon 2008 7-22-12 ol Commission
(2) Joshuah Marshall* 9-0-10 9-9-11 1 Get FEngaged Program
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#Nika Dahlbacka will continue service as a Gel Engaged Commissioner until her term expires on
Seplember 2, 20140, thrcupm] Joshuah Marshall will begin a enc-year term as Get Engaged
Commissioner and Nika will immediately assume a regular commission scat.
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Michael McGinn ML 28 52

Mayor, City of Seattle
CITY CLERK

MEMORANDUM
DATE: July 27, 2010
TO: The Honorable Richard Conlin

President, Seattle City Council
FROM: Mayor Mike McGinn g [/

SUBJECT:  Appointments to the Seattle Human Rights Commission

I am pleased to forward to the City Council the following appomtments and reappointments to
the Seattle Human Rights Commission for 2-year terms:

Name * Term Ends Position ' Succeeding
Jennifer Yogi 07/22/12 Commissioner Lubna Mahadeen
Martin Penner 07/22/11 Commissioner Marvin Stern
Arthur Shwab 07/22/12 Commissioner * Reappointment
Damien Carter , 07/22/12 Commissioner Reappointment
Merri Ann Osborne 07/22/12 Commissioner ' Reappointment

The Seattle Human Rights Commission is composed of fifteen members: seven appointed by
the Mayor, subject to City Council confirmation; seven appointed by Council; and one appointed '
by the Commission itself. All appointments are subject to City Council confirmation. Attached
to this memorandum is the current membership roster of the Seattle Human Rights
Commission, including the new appointees.

Bios for the appointees are as follows:
New Appointments:

Jennifer Yogi

Jennifer Yogi attended the University of Washington-School of Law. She is currently serving as
a Staff Attorney with the Northwest Justice Project providing free legal representation for the
Jow-income. As an advocate in the Native American unit, she serves clients in a variety of areas,
~ including family law, housing, education, and public benefits. Jennifer is committed to

Seattle City Hall, 7th Floor Tel (206) 684-4000
600 Fourth Avenue Fax (206) 684-5360
PO Box 94749 www.seattlegov/mayor
Seattle, WA 98124-4749 mike.mcginn@seattle.gov
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The Honorable Richard Conlin
July 27, 2010
Page 2

promoting fairness and addressing discrimination in Seattle, Jennifer volunteers with the King
County Bar Association Neighborhood Legal Clinic in the International District. -

Martin Penner

Martin Penner is a Project Manager for Unitus, Inc. a non-profit operating in the file of
microfinance. He was involved in establishing a new branch office in Nairobi, Kenya. He has
served as the key liaison for communication operations supporting their work in 10 different
countries. Martin has long been involved in the area of international human rights as a Senior
Fellow with Humanity in Action, an international organization creating comparative
research/study programs and ongoing discussion on minority rights within democracies in the
United States and five countries in Europe. Martin is committed to human rights, working with
Seattle’s Horn of Africa Services to address issues of Seattle’s East African refugee and
immigrant community. Martin will fill the unexpired term of former Commissioner Marvin
Stern; he will be eligible for two additional two-year terms. :

Reappointments:

Arthur Shwab

Arthur Shwab came to the U.S. as a refugee from Russia, which has-inspired him to serve the
immigrant community in a wide range of capacities, including legal aid, mentoring, and
community organizing. Mr. Shwab has engaged in extensive travel, having served as a liaison
for a delegation from the Republic of Kazakhstan on an exchange program focused on the U.S.
legal system and government administration, managed a food program in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, and studied abroad in Israel and Spain. Mr. Shwab is a graduate and current law
student at Seattle University. Mr. Shwab speaks Russian, Spanish, and Hebrew. Mr. Shwab
serves as chair of the Commission’s Public Safety Task Force and played a pivotal role in the
Commission’s report on the proposed Aggressive Solicitation Ordinance.

Damien Carter

Damien Carter graduated the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine and currently
serves as a Research Fellow at the Harborview Medical Center Department of Surgery. In
accordance with his passion and oath as a physician, Dr. Carter has a strong interest in human
rights issues particularly international and public health. To that end, Dr. Carter has worked
through the Commission to increase access to respite care in the Seattle area. Dr. Carter has
also served on the Commission’s appeals committee for two years, working to ensure equal
opportunity for all in the public and private sector.

Merri Ann Osborne

Merri Ann Osborne received a Master’s Degree in Conflict Resolution from the Department of
Peace Studies, University of Bradford, United Kingdom. Ms. Osborne currently works at Solid
Ground (formerly the Fremont Public Association). Ms. Osborne has worked or volunteered

with the ACLU, Amnesty International, Multi-Faith Works, and the Seattle Human Rights Film
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Festival. Ms. Osborne brings considerable mediation and facilitation skill to the Commission.
Ms. Osborne serves as Secretary of the Commission and chairs the Commission’s Education

Task Force.

If you have any questions regarding these appointments, please call Felicia Yearwood,
Commission Liaison at the Seattle Office for Civil Rights (206) 684-4537.

Attachments

Copy: Wayne Barnett, Executive Director, Ethics and Elections Commission
Felicia Yearwood, Commission Staff, Seattle Office for Civil Rights
Jennifer Samuels, Legislative Assistant, Seattle City Council
Tania Marfa Rosario, Boards and Commissions Administrator for the Mayor




