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City of Seattle Sustainable Development Policy
Update — Issue Statement

Background

In 2000 Seattle became the first city in the nation to formally adopt a Sustainable Building
Policy, whereby all capital projects are called upon to achieve LEED Silver. Coupled with the
biggest capital improvement program since the Seattle fire of 1888, the new policy provided a
unique leadership opportunity to create change in the building industry. The City’s proactive
leadership with public projects, coupled with the City’s green building initiatives for the private
sector, established Seattle as an early leader in market transformation toward sustainable
building.

Ten years later, it is time to once again consider how the City can take the initiative to move
towards sustainable communities. The anniversary of the original policy provides a prime
opportunity for an update to our sustainable building requirements, but it is just one of many
reasons why this is an important time to update the policy.

e Climate change. Since adoption of Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan in 1994, climate change
has become as a major global challenge. Emerging goals in Seattle of carbon neutrality and
mitigation and adaptation to environmental changes already occurring necessitate setting
much higher performance targets for buildings and their urban environment.

o Leadership. Though Seattle established itself as an early leader in green building, many
other jurisdictions have superseded Seattle and adopted more aggressive policies. ‘Locally,
we are now behind our neighbors Vancouver, BC, Portland, OR and King County who all
require municipal buildings to be LEED Gold. Boston, San Francisco and Washington D.C.
are examples of municipalities which now have green building requirements for private
sector projects.

e An evolving and expanding market. As more and more private developers strive for
sustainable development, the expertise in the design and construction community has
grown. Not only are we seeing a greater number of what are almost typical green projects
(a 320% increase in LEED projects since 2007 alone), we are now seeing highly innovative
projects pushing the envelope of sustainability - the Bullitt Foundation’s Living Building
Challenge project is a key example. LEED Silver is no longer sufficient and may only just
meet or barely exceed our minimum energy code.

e Financial responsibility. A compelling case has now been made in national studles that
green buildings provide better long term investments than conventional buildings,’
returning any additional initial costs over the life of the buildings. Nor do they necessarily
cost more up front. In comparisons of LEED buildings to non-LEED buildings there is no
significant difference in the average cost."

The Costs and Financial Benefits of Green Buildings, Greg Kats, Capital E, 2003.
it ~ost of Green Revisited, Davis Langdon, 2007 and Cost of Green in Affordable Housing, Davis Langdon for City Green Building,
July 2009.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY

The purpose of a Citywide policy on sustainable development is to:

demonstrate the City's commitment to addressing climate change and creating a
sustainable future by protecting, conserving, and enhancing the region's environmental
resources;

provide leadership in setting community standards for sustainable development;

provide responsible stewardship of the City’s fiscal resources and public assets over
time, leveraging our investments to create financial, public and environmental value;

create quality environments that are healthy and provide community benefit.

Guiding Principles

>

Be at the forefront of sustainable development, leading the way through both example
and education and acting as a catalyst for change.

Support innovation that is both environmentally and economically sound.

Ensure that projects are designed at the highest level of resource efficiency, for
economic viability, and practical operation over the long-term by using whole building

_life-cycle assessment.

Prioritize actual performance. Conduct continuous assessment and ongoing evaluation
of City properties, using adaptive management and ongoing improvement to advance
the performance of existing projects.

Design for both permanence and adaptability investing up front to ensure the long-term
viability of City projects.

Design projects that create a vibrant community and contribute to livable, walkable
neighborhoods.

Design for climate adaptability and resilience.

Design to minimize our contribution to climate change.

10.19.10



. ‘(sapes3dn a0y a|qejieae st Sutpuny Ji s3ulpjing SullsIxa apnjoul ‘saA “3:3) 19w aJe SUOI}PUOD UleLAD Se Suo| Se Ajuo
ua)40 Ing ‘uoisnjoul Joy poddns [esauas juasasdas suaquinu sy -Adijod s1epdn ayy ui adAy 10aloud siyy Suipnjoul Juoddns oym syuswiiedap JO S # Syl SOIIUP|,

” , syjuawanosdwr :

! -~ AupoeyaoyAnat e | : afoid 5
| oljojuod . joaz1s/adods Aq w
. 109[35404 93 Q3T e _ . juawalinbai Asep o
W swesgosd od :yoeoudde pajeds e W
| | UOIIBAIBSUOD g3 Q33T12NPUO) o | ‘ , aN aIa W
sisAjeue W. Sunsixa 013l] e | IVAH ¢ WioJ) BLIDILID | IPPY e m
- 198pnq jo ued OHO asijadxa g yeys | 28ueyduojosral | yoeoidde pa(eas e senoud Ao =
sisAjeue | ‘SBulpunj aseasou] e | UBYM 128311 S1,baY e | uonedlyIad | 019n ‘@duewopad )
10[1d 19NpuOo) o 11}2Uaq/1502 , ssasosd uawadwy o/m|D>dial paJlisap ainsua &

yoeosdde pajess e | ‘ss3001d ¥ o | JwSwW 13ssy o 01 p,bai Suipung e | JO 1US1UI MOJ|O4 e - 01 33 9ZIWOISND o
o
_ 2
qUu
i o
i 3 i Q
Sunuodas : : pauyaqg Aud e >
souewlopad ! - 23u3jeyd pgoz © 3
pauyag Al o J1poliad e . 23u3|leyd m
IR UBAID |E3P] o | UOI1BDIIDA | pauyaq Ay e . pauya@Aud e - 3uipjing Suiar] © S
aAnelu| 3 JUsWAINSEaW pauyag Ay e ieysASi1auz o udauD BUdED SV @ ON @33qio 3

; $91S 3|qeuleISNS o | SJUBWIOMIRd o N80 93 Q337 e Aok ENCEERICE 123337 e Ayied payL e

: T g e S — S E— B AN OO .  :hotjod
CT401T crioct | .cTjo01 [4F RN CTJ0TT cr140¢1 ~urapnpuj
| aJukeuUalUIBAl " : suonetal|y
uoljenjeny 13 suonesado | sjuswanosdw| 3 suolppy Jole
A S91S . 0loid Suiosup :s3uipjing Sunsix3 sSuipjing Sunsixg “jueud] . U0I119NJISU0) MAN
0T/8T/0T

‘sanlleluasaldal |ejuswedap yum Suollediunwwod [enplAlpul ul pue sgullaaw J | 1e paAladad 1ndu| oeqpss4 |eluswiiedsq
9doog — Adjjod uswdojanag ajqeuleisng

€# LNOANVH OT'TO'TT DSNI43144 TIDNNOJ — dAs



TTTT




sjusuodwod [B100s pue AJUNWWOD JSPISUOY) «
sjuswalinbali ojul sjeob Adoued aa.) 81el10diodu|
awl} JOAO spuswalinbal dn sjeog .

s|eob [euonelidse aney 0} Jueuodulj

J0108s ajeAld 8y} Ul 8sn 0} Jojsuel] pjnoOM MOy Jes|oun e

suoinesldwi 821N0sal UMOUMUN YIM WSISAS umouyun uy
aoueldwod

AlIBA pue malnal ‘dojeAsp 0} S82Inosal ¥ yels Al salinbay .

sonuoud Ajo pejebie) uo sainjipuadxa Sno0) pjNoY
Aped ¢ 0] S99} UOIIBILIHSD ON -

Bunojuow Bujobuo splemo) Jusiuo ued

s|jeob Aay uo Buisnoo} Aq ajdwis aq pjnod ‘Ajjenydesuo)
SjusW|S o1109ds UO SN20} d1681e1IS SMO||Y

AlD 1o s|eob |ejuswiuoliAuS D1J108ds }98W 0] palojie] .
sjuswalinbal JO |013U0D [BO0T

‘uoneuodsue.)
pue ai1sem ‘Isjem ‘oHo ‘AbBisus 1o} eus)uo souewIouad
ooads yum yoeoudde payebie} umo s A0 syl dojeasqg

a3aNI43a ALID

B T fii

Aoljod juswidojansp
a)eAld a1njny ojul spaa} Aoijod s1osfoud [eydeo jeyy ainsug .
yiomawely ubisep e se abus|ieyn bBuipjing BuIAIT 8z -

Svadal INVINN

d3a3a uyim
pessaippe Ajises }.uale jeyy sjeob A0 aq Aew alay] o
Jojoas ajeAud ay} 1oy
|00} 8jewjin ay} Buieg dn pus jou Aew Q337 ‘OWI JBAQ
wa)sAs Buljel JO [0JJU0D [BDO| ON «
UOI}edI}Ia0 pue UOIBJUSWNIOP J0) SISO «

- SNOD

9poo usalb
ainjnj Jo AJljIgeIA Sjelisuowap eyl SIpald alinbay pinoy
s|eob o1oads 0} sjuswalinbai Juiod 8ziwolsno 0] AIqY o
pJemiopybresss si ‘@337 uo Buikjal ‘Aoljod Bunsixe ay]
Ayed payy
Aq papinoid uoneosian soueldwod g soueinsse Ajenp o
suopnoipsun( ajdiyinw Aq Aoljod se pasn -
Jojoss ajeAud ul paydope AjepIpA
wa)sAs pejoadsal pue Bunisixs ue BIA uonubooal [euoneN e

SOdd

‘senuoud s Al syl ysrew o} sjuswalinbal
JIpalo O1y109ds 193U puUE UONEoUIISd 3T Uleny

d3ZINOLSND - NOLLONAYLSNOD M3AN 4104 d331

suoidQ :suoneial|y @ suonppy Jole ‘uoidniisuo) maN — Adijod Juswdojanag ajgeuleisns

¥# LNOANVH

0L°LO°LL ONI4TI™MEG TIONNL » — dAS



TTTT




