Legislative Department
cﬁll\” Seattle City Council

Memorandum
Date: September 27, 2010
To: Councilmember Sally J. Clark, Chair

Councilmember Tim Burgess, Vice Chair
Councilmember Sally Bagshaw, Member
Committee on the Built Environment (COBE)

From: Rebecca Herzfeld, Council Central Staff and Tom Hauger, Department of
Planning and Development

Subject: September 29, 2010 COBE Meeting: Ratification of changes to the Countywide
Planning Policies

Summary
The draft resolution before you today would ratify changes to the King County Countywide
Planning Policies (CPPs) that were recommended by the City of Seattle.

Background

On April 28, 2010, the King County Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC)
unanimously approved GMPC Substitute Motion 10-2, amending Countywide Planning Policies
(CPPs) FW-18, FW-19 and T-14 to direct transit service to locations within the county where
existing and planned densities produce conditions likely to result in high transit ridership.

The Seattle representatives on the GMPC had recommended these policy changes in recognition
of the fact that with adoption of new countywide growth targets, Seattle would continue to have
much greater density than any other jurisdiction in the County. While the current CPPs state that
“The growth targets...shall be supported by both regional and local transportation investments.
The availability of an adequate transportation system is critically important to accommodating
growth...” (Policy FW-12(b)), the current transit service allocation system does not implement
this policy. The CPP amendments more clearly direct transit service to locations within the
county where existing and planned densities produce conditions likely to result in high transit
ridership. The King County Council approved the changes on August 23, 2010.

According to a 1991 interlocal agreement, in order to go into effect, changes to the Countywide
Planning Policies must be ratified by 30 percent of the jurisdictions representing at least 70
percent of the population of King County, within 90 days of adoption by the King County
Council. In this case, ratification must occur by December 5, 2010. The draft resolution would
constitute Seattle’s ratification of the new policies.



GMPC Substitute Motion 10-2 also adopted a CPP amendment that would revise the Potential
Annexation Area Map to adjust boundaries of Potential Annexation Areas between the cities of
Kent and Renton, based on the mutual agreement of these cities. The draft resolution would

constitute Seattle’s ratification of this map change.

Staff Recommendation

We recommend that the ratifying resolution be adopted. In order to meet the deadline for

ratification, we recommend the following schedule:

Action Date (all in 2010)
COBE provides direction on issues September 29
COBE vote on resolution November X

Council vote on LR legislation.

November 29

Committee Direction:
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