
Monday, May 24, 2010
Healthy Neighborhoods, Healthy Schools 
A planning primer: demystifying growth for quality neighborhoods & schools



M
is

si
on

The Planning Commission advises the Mayor, City 
council and City Departments on broad planning 
goals, policies and plans for the physical 
development of the City.

The Commission's work is framed by the 
Comprehensive Plan and its vision for Seattle into 
the 21st Century, and by a commitment to 
engaging citizens in the work of planning for and 
working to reach these goals.
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Future of Neighborhood Plans

 Consider allocating City resources to help 
Seattle Public Schools better align choices 
about school closures and siting with the 
City’s residential growth estimates.



What is the Comprehensive Plan?

 A 20-year Growth 
Management Plan.

 A set of policies guiding 
city decision makers

 A legal requirement of 
the State of Washington 
Growth Management Act
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What is in the Comprehensive Plan?

 State required elements 
contained in the Growth 
Management Act.

 County required 
elements as contained in 
the Countywide Planning 
Policies.

 Elements added by the 
City of Seattle to 
implement its vision for 
the city. 
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	GMA required elements:  Land Use, Housing, Transportation, Capital Facilities, Environment, Cultural Resources

	County required elements:  Economic Development

	City Required Elements:  Neighborhood Planning, Human Development

2.  Overall goal of GMA and comprehensive plans is to direct growth to urban areas where public facilities and services can be provided most efficiently, to protect rural character, to protect critical areas, and conserve natural resource lands.



Elements of Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan

 Land Use
 Transportation
 Housing

 Capital Facilities
 Utilities
 Economic Development

 Neighborhood Planning
 Human Development
 Cultural Resources

 Environment
 Urban Villages



Urban Village Strategy

 Accommodate the City’s share of anticipated regional growth
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This picture shows the “urban foot print of the central Puget Sound between 1950 and 2000.

Seattle population in 1950 was approximately 470,000.

Seattle population in 2002 was approximately 570,000.



Growth since adopting 
the Comprehensive Plan
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Revitalize neighborhood business districts
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Neighborhood business districts provides goods and services to residents and businesses.  The urban village strategy promotes their revitalization by 
Encouraging densities that support local business districts
Directing transportation investments to provide transit and other transportation options to and from these districts.
Encouraging development of pedestrian amenities in these districts.



Make efficient use of City infrastructure 
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Promote pedestrians, bikes and transit

Photo by Keith Brofsky
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The Comprehensive Plan promotes higher levels of pedestrian and transit travel by:

1)  Directing transit investments to those areas of greatest number of residents and jobs.
Establishing mode split goals to use for evaluating the effectiveness of the cities land use and transportation policies.
Promoting development of pedestrian amenities in Urban villages and Centers.





Minimize Impacts on Single Family Neighborhoods
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The urban village strategy minimizes impacts on single family neighborhoods by

Establishing where residential development will occur and at densities appropriate for the neighborhood.
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