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Seattle’s Growing
Population & Household Numbers

POPULATION

1990 Census 516,259

2000 Census 563, 374

2009 estimate
(OFM)

601,986

HOUSEHOLDS

1990 Census 236,702

2000 Census 258,499

2009 estimate 
(OFM)

280,622

Since 2000 Census, the number of 
people and households in Seattle has 
continued to grow.



Factors Affecting Number of Children 
in Seattle

Types of housing 
developed

Demographic 
characteristics

household and family 
formation 

aging and household turnover

Residential mobility

Housing prices

Other economic conditions



Census Bureau Surveys: 

Resources for Planning

 Decennial Census
Snapshot every 10 years

 Population count, incl. child pop. 
Basic demographic and housing 

characteristics 

 American Community Survey (ACS)
Continuous
Detailed demographic, social, economic, and housing 

characteristics previously on census “long form” 
 Includes key community characteristics for school 

planning



ACS and 2010 Census 
New Data Coming!

 Already have:
 ACS one- and three-year 

estimates at city level

 Getting soon:

 Late 2010:  

ACS five-year estimates incl. 
city & neighborhood levels

Starting Spring 2011: 
Census 2010 estimates incl. 
city & neighborhood levels



Seattle’s Changing 
Households and Families

Average household (HH) 
size declining:

 HHs of one person 
up

 Families with 
children still one-fifth 
of HHs

 Number of children 
per family down

Average Household Size 
For All Households

1990 Census 2.09

2000 Census 2.08

2006 to 2008
three-year ACS estimate

approx. 2.07

Average Number of Children 
For Families w/Children

1990 Census 1.72

2000 Census 1.70

2006 to 2008
three-year ACS estimate

approx. 1.65 



Children in Seattle

Since 2000 Census:
 Child share of the pop. may have continued to decline
 Number of children probably continued to increase

Share of Pop. Who are Children (<18 yrs)

1990 Census 16.3%

2000 Census 15.5%

2006-2008 three-year ACS 
estimate

approx. 15.3%

Number of Children (<18 yrs)

1990 Census 84,342

2000 Census 87,113

2006-2008 average
(Estimate based on ACS and OFM)

approx. 90,000



Young Children in Seattle

 Number of young children 
declined in 1990s, but likely up 
since 2000

 Child share of population smaller 
in Seattle than King County
 Difference smaller for children under 

five: 
Seattle families may 
be moving once 
children are older



Fertility Rates : U.S. and Seattle

 Birth rates have 
been up nationally 
and locally

 Seattle’s overall 
birth rate lower 
than nation’s, yet 
higher for women 
35+, especially in 
some areas of 
Seattle



2010 Census Data 

for Neighborhoods

Provide key insights 

for neighborhood 

and school planning

Enable accurate updates of neighborhood
demographics:
 New counts of HHs, families, and children

 Which age groups have—on balance—moved 
in/out



What the Decennial Census and ACS 
Don’t Tell US

 Census no longer collects detailed housing and 

socioeconomic data; must rely on ACS.

 ACS  has larger margins of error.

 ACS gives characteristics, not counts.

 Neighborhood data difficult to interpret 

because only 5-year aggregations available.

 Neither the ACS nor Census follow individual 

households over time.
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