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Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE relating to the towing and storage of vehicles; increasing the maximum fee
that towing companies may charge for storage of a privately impounded vehicle, and amending
Section 6.214.220 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

Summary of the Legislation:
This legislation would increase the storage fee for privately impounded vehicles from $15.50 per
12-hour period to $30.37 and provides for the fee to increase at the rate of inflation annually.

Background:

The City regulates the towing and impounding of vehicles removed from private property by
private towing companies. The current impound rate of $15.50 per 12-hour period is essentially
half the rate set by Washington state and effective elsewhere in state, despite Seattle having
among the state’s most expensive real estate. This legislation corrects the anomaly.

X___ This legislation does not have any financial implications.

This legislation has financial implications.

Other Implications:

a) Does the legislation have indirect financial implications, or long-term implications?
No.

b) What is the financial cost of not implementing the legislation?
N/A.

c) Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?
Yes, the Department of Finance and Administrative Services enforces the fees and
regulations related to private impounds.

d) What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or
similar objectives?
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None.

e) Isa public hearing required for this legislation?
No.

f) Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle
Times required for this legislation?
No.

g) Does this legislation affect a piece of property?
No.

h) Other Issues:
None.

List attachments to the fiscal note below: None.



