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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS 
 

Department: Contact Person/Phone: CBO Analyst/Phone: 
Parks and Recreation Donald Harris/684-8018 Jeff Muhm/684-8049 
 
Legislation Title: 
AN ORDINANCE relating to the Department of Parks and Recreation; authorizing the 
Superintendent of Parks and Recreation to grant and convey easement rights under portions of 
Rainbow Point Park to the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority for the purposes of 
installing, repairing, maintaining, and operating tunnels for light rail service, and to accept 
payment therefor; and finding that the grant of a permanent subsurface easement meets the 
requirements of Ordinance 118477, adopting Initiative 42. 
 
 
Summary of the Legislation: 
This legislation authorizes the Superintendent of Parks and Recreation to execute a tunnel 
easement agreement with Sound Transit authorizing construction, maintenance, and operation of 
a tunnel under Rainbow Point Park at NE Banner Place in northeast Seattle. 
 
 
Background:   
The proposed easement will be part of the North Link that will connect the University District to 
Northgate by light rail.  Authorizing the tunnel easement agreement is consistent with several 
past acts of the City supporting the regional light rail system.  Ordinance 118927, passed in 
1998, authorized the execution of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between Sound Transit 
and the City related to light rail development and station area planning within the city.  The 
MOA articulated a mutual desire to work efficiently and cooperatively in many areas to facilitate 
the construction and operation of the light rail system.  This legislation is consistent with the 
prior agreement. 

 
Total compensation for the easement is $6,800.  The property rights have been appraised by an 
independent appraiser, and the appraisal has been reviewed and accepted by the City. 

 
The tunnel will pass under Rainbow Point Park at NE Banner Place at a depth of approximately 
87 feet from the top of the tunnel to the surface for 65 linear feet.  There are no surface 
improvements at Rainbow Point Park, but Sound Transit will monitor the park to detect any 
surface settling or subsurface voids. 

 
This legislation is subject to the requirements of Ordinance 118477 and therefore requires a 
public hearing and a finding that the use is necessary, has no reasonable and practical alternative  
and meets the criteria of Section 3 of Ordinance 118477, namely that this is a subsurface tunnel 
easement compatible with park use. 
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____ This legislation does not have any financial implications.  
 
 
_X_ This legislation has financial implications.  
 
Appropriations:  N/A 
 
Fund Name and 
Number 

Department Budget Control 
Level* 

2013 
Appropriation 

2014 Anticipated 
Appropriation 

     
TOTAL N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Appropriations Notes:   
 
Anticipated Revenue/Reimbursement Resulting from this Legislation:  
 
Fund Name and 
Number 

Department Revenue Source 2013 
Revenue  

2014 
Revenue 

Parks and 
Recreation Fund 
10200 

Parks and 
Recreation 

Sale of easement $6,800 N/A 

TOTAL   $6,800  
 

Revenue/Reimbursement Notes: The $6,800 in revenue is a one-time payment for the value of 
the tunnel easement. 
 
Total Regular Positions Created, Modified, or Abrogated through this Legislation, 
Including FTE Impact:  N/A 
 

Position Title and 
Department 

Position # 
for Existing 

Positions 

Fund 
Name 
& # 

PT/FT 2013  
Positions 

2013 
FTE 

2014 
Positions* 

2014 
FTE* 

        
TOTAL N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Position Notes:  
 
Do positions sunset in the future?   
N/A 
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Spending/Cash Flow: N/A 
 
Fund Name & # Department Budget Control 

Level* 
2013 

Expenditures 
2014 Anticipated 

Expenditures 
     

TOTAL N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Spending/Cash Flow Notes: 
 
Other Implications:   
 

a) Does the legislation have indirect financial implications, or long-term implications? 
No 

 
b) What is the financial cost of not implementing the legislation?   

Loss of $6,800 in revenue from the sale of the underground tunnel easement 
 

c) Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?   
No 

 
d) What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or 

similar objectives?  None have been identified 
 

e) Is a public hearing required for this legislation?   
Yes 

 
f) Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle 

Times required for this legislation?  
No 
 

g) Does this legislation affect a piece of property? 
Yes, map attached.   

 
h) Other Issues: None 

 
List attachments to the fiscal note below:  
Attachment 1: Map of Rainbow Point Park at NE Banner Place 
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