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Statement of Legislative Intent: 

 
Some commercial parking operators use their revenues to support excellent and important 
Transportation Demand Management (TDM) programs.  These TDM programs create incentives for 
travel using transit, bicycles, walking, and carpools.  The City desires to support continuation and 
expansion of such programs because of their benefits to the transportation network and the 
environment. 
 
Council requests that the Executive propose a plan for Council’s consideration and possible approval 
that would establish a new grant program.  The purpose of the new program would be to establish a 
pool of funds to be distributed annually on a competitive basis to those commercial parking 
operators whose grant applications demonstrate successful implementation of strategies to reduce 
significantly the number of single-occupant vehicle trips by employees, customers, clients, students, 
patients, and others. 
 
Council expects that such a plan would require funding, and Council requests further than the 
Executive propose options for new funding to support the grant program.  Among any other options 
that the Executive may wish to propose, Council requests that the Executive explore increasing the 
Commercial Parking Tax from 12.5% to 13.0% (a 0.5% increment) for all operators.   
 
Council specifically requests that the Executive’s proposal address (at least) the following issues: 

1. Can the new program be administered using existing funding resources?  If not, what 
additional funding and resources would be needed? 

2. Should both public and private parking operators be eligible, and why? 
3. Should there be a maximum number of grant recipients each year, and why? 
4. Should there be a maximum grant amount set for eligible applicants, and why?   
5. Should the program focus on trip reduction efforts for all trips or for specific markets (e.g., 

commute, school, special events, etc.)? 
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6. Should a portion of the grant program be established to incentivize new initiatives and 
programs (as opposed to providing financial support for existing programs)? 

7. Should commercial parking operators be eligible to use grant funding to meet existing 
regulatory requirements (e.g., State Commute Trip Reduction law and City transportation 
management plans)? 

8. What criteria does the Executive propose to use to evaluate grant applications? 
9. What should be the calendar cycle of publishing applications, accepting applications, 

announcing grant awards, issuing grant awards? 
10. What – if any – auditing requirements should be established to ensure proper use of the 

grant funding?   
11. Should Transportation Management Associations who work with employers and property 

owners to encourage the implementation of commute trip reduction programs and 
strategies be eligible for grant funding? 
 

 
 
 
Responsible Council Committee(s): Transportation 
 
Date Due to Council: June 30, 2011 
 


