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RESOLUTION 31042

A RESOLUTION approving a Seattle Streetcar Network Concept indicating potential routes for
further study and analysis and outlining a City Council review process to determine
whether it is feasible to develop all or portions of a streetcar network in Seattle.

WHEREAS, successful streetcar projects throughout the United States have been funded through
public-private partnerships and local improvement districts where redevelopment
generates ridership and the streetcar is a catalyst to development; and

WHEREAS, Seattle’s fixed-rail streetcar line connecting the downtown Westlake Transit Hub to
the South Lake Union neighborhood opened on December 12, 2007 as part of a plan to
revitalize the south lakeshore area; and

WHEREAS, in Ordinance 121565, the City Council encouraged the Executive to develop plans
for a more extensive and linked streetcar network to help Council evaluate the feasibility
and desirability of developing a streetcar network; and

WHEREAS, in cooperaﬁon with the Seattle Streetcar Alliance, the Seattle Department of
Transportation (SDOT) conducted a workshop in July 2006 to explore potential
alignments for a Seattle Streetcar Network; and

| WHEREAS, in January 2007, SDOT published a report on the outcomes of the workshop,

including a plan for recommended streetcar corridors; and

WHEREAS, SDOT did further analysis and prepared a draft Seattle Streetcar Network Concept -
(SSNC) map showing potential streetcar corridors, including initial segments that would
be further analyzed using resources in the 2008 Adopted Budget; and

WHEREAS, the Seattle City Council commissioned a study of transit gaps and needs in and
around downtown Seattle, including an assessment of potential streetcar network

corridors; and

WHEREAS, to date, the City Council has not received sufficient information to evaluate the
merits of developing a streetcar network in Seattle; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has identified and approved an SDOT work program in C.B. No.

116132 to analyze some of the information it needs to make a determination on the
feasibility of developing a streetcar network or portions thereof; and
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WHEREAS, in deciding whether the City should develop a streetcar network or portions thereof,
the City Council will need to weigh various considerations, including but not limited to,
constructability; ridership potential; estimated capital, operating and maintenance costs
and estimated operating revenues; partnership potential; economic and funding
feasibility; network integration and transit connectivity; and a comparative analysis of the
cost effectiveness of a streetcar network versus other forms of transit; and

WHEREAS, the City Council anticipates that SDOT’s analysis may lead to eliminating or
modifying streetcar routes as shown in the SSNC approved in this resolution; and

WHEREAS, following the completion of SDOT’s analysis, the City Council may make a
threshold decision as.to whether the City should continue with next steps for the potential
development of a streetcar network; and

WHEREAS, in order for the City Council to authorize additional steps and/or funding for
developing a streetcar network, SDOT will need to show how the next investment in a
streetcar network, including each of the streetcar lines proposed in the network, will
provide measurable progress toward achieving the Seattle Transit Plan’s strategy. to
improve service on the Urban Village Transit Network with the goal of providing 15
minute or better service frequency, 18 hours a day, 7 days a week, in both directions
between urban villages based on, but not limited to, the 2008 update of the Urban Village
Transit Network Monitoring Report; and

WHEREAS, if the City Council decides that the City should continue developing a streetcar
network, it will need to adopt specific conditions that guide SDOT’s future route-specific

streetcar planning and preliminary engineering before SDOT can proceed; NOW
THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE

MAYOR CONCURRING, THAT:

Section 1. The Seattle Streetcar Network Concept map, included as Exhibit 1, is hereby
approved as the basis for Seattle Department of Transportation’s (SDOT’s) further study and

analysis of a streetcar network and individual routes and segments of routes.
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Section 2. SDOT will subrﬁit a final report based on the work program approved in C.B.
No. 116132 for determining the viability of a streetcar network. Council will evaluate the merits
of a streetcar network or portions thereof based on, but not limited to, constructability; ridership
potential; estimated capital, operating and maintenance costs and estimafed operating revenues;
partnership potential, economic and funding feasibility; network integration and transit
connectivity; and a comparative analysis of the cost effectiveness of a streetcar network versus
other forms of transit.

Section 3. In conjunction with the work program in C.B. No. 116132, Exhibit 1, the City
Council requests that SDOT provide the Council with a comparative éssessment of proposed
funding for the Streetcar Network Concept with a similar level of funding for METRO and/or
Sound Transit capital improvements and services, which addresses the advantages and
disadvantages of each. SDOT should also provide the Council with an assessment of how

funding for operating a streetcar network would change or reduce METRO bus service hours.
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Section 4. The City Council will not consider releasing additional funds beyond those
authorized in C.B. No. 116132 for further streetcar network study and analysis until after SDOT
submits a final report for Council consideration. SDOT is fequested to submit its streetcar

network analysis report to Council no later than May 1, 2008.

o
Adopted by the City Council the day of Tepiv ey , 2008, and
b 1%
signed by me in open session in authentication of its adoption this day

S

Pfesident " of the City Council

of e PO Col ﬂ ,2008.

THE MAYOR CONCURRING:

s e s

GregoryJ. \\)ﬁels, Mayor
) e - T
Filed by me this / é/gayofw/?éfwgifzp ,2008.

s ,

Gl

(
City
(Seal)

Exhibit 1: Seattle Streetcar Network Concept Map
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Form revised November 15, 2007

FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS

Department: Contact Person/Phone: ~_ DOF Analyst/Phone:
Seattle Department of Ethan Melone, 684-8066 Stephen Barham, 733-9084
Transportation Norm Schwab, 684-9292

Legislation Title: A RESOLUTION approving a Seattle Streetcar Network Concept indicating
potential routes for further study and analysis and outlining a City Council review process to
determine whether it is feasible to develop all or portions of a streetcar network in Seattle.

e Summary of the Legislation: This legislation designates and adopts the Seattle
Streetcar Network Development Plan, a map of interconnecting streetcar corridors
linking downtown to various neighborhoods. The Seattle Streetcar Network Development
Plan is based on work by the Seattle Streetcar Alliance, Sound Transit and consultants
commissioned by the City Council as well as work by the Seattle Department of
Transportation.

e Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and
include record of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable): The City
Council adopted a proviso during the 2008 budget process that restricts a portion of
appropriations for development of the streetcar network until certain conditions were met,
among them adoption by Council of a preliminary streetcar network. Once the network
is adopted by Council, SDOT staff will analyze the corridors to choose the most
promising routes for priority and study funding options and partnership opportunities.

Seattle’s modern fixed-rail streetcar line connecting the downtown Westlake Transit Hub
to the South Lake Union neighborhood opened on December 12, 2007. A streetcar
network will add a transit choice that supports the goal of getting people out of their cars
‘to work or shop without adding to greenhouse gas emissions. Successful streetcar
projects throughout the United States have been funded through public-private
partnerships and local improvement districts where redevelopment generates ridership
and the streetcar is a catalyst to development

e Please check one of the following:

X _ This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)




O 0 3 N U W

N NN NN NN NN
® I & G B O D = 306 % 3 R o0 =3

( (

Mike Fong/Norm Schwab:mf/ns
Council Seattle Streetcar Network RES
January 24, 2008

Version #1a

!
RESOLUTION /

A RESOLUTION approving a Seattle Streetcar Network Concept indicating 5%9 ential routes for
further study and analysis and outlining a City Council review proc‘? to determine
whether it is feasible to develop all or portions of a streetcar n(;;v;; k in Seattle.

WHEREAS, successful streetcar projects throughout the United Statg$ have been funded through
public-private partnerships and local improvement districts/vhere redevelopment
generates ridership and the streetcar is a catalyst to develepment; and

s

WHEREAS, Seattle’s fixed-rail streetcar line connecting the”'} downtown Westlake Transit Hub to
the South Lake Union neighborhood opened on December 12, 2007 as part of a plan to
revitalize the south lakeshore area; and

/

WHEREAS, in Ordinance 121565, the City Councilfencouraged the Executive to develop plans

for a more extensive and linked streetcar petwork to help Council evaluate the feasibility

and desirability of developing a street?{ network; and

WHEREAS, in cooperation with the Seattlef Streetcar Alliance, the Seattle Department of
Transportation (SDOT) conducted a workshop in July 2006 to explore potential
alignments for a Seattle Streetcgﬁ’” Network; and

/

WHEREAS, in January 2007, SDO}T pubhshed a report on the outcomes of the workshop,
including a plan for recommended streetcar corridors; and

WHEREAS, SDOT did furthey’ analysis and prepared a draft Seattle Streetcar Network Concept
(SSNC) map showing'potential streetcar corridors, including initial segments that would
be further analyzedfusing resources in the 2008 Adopted Budget; and

J
WHEREAS, the Seattle ¢ Clty Council commissioned a study of transit gaps and needs in and
around downtown Seattle, including an assessment of potential streetcar network

corridors; at?
WHEREAS, to daté, the City Council has not received sufficient information to evaluate the
merits of 7eveloping a streetcar network in Seattle; and

WHEREAS, the/City Council has identified and approved an SDOT work program in C.B. No.

116132 to analyze some of the information it needs to make a determination on the
feasibility of developing a streetcar network or portions thereof; and
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WHEREAS, in deciding whether the City should develop a streetcar network or peftions thereof,
the City Council will need to weigh various considerations, including by/ﬁot limited to,
constructability; ridership potential; estimated capital, operating and maintenance costs
and estimated operating revenues; partnership potential; economic and funding
feasibility; network integration and transit connectivity; and a con{parative analysis of the

cost effectiveness of a streetcar network versus other forms of ;fansit; and
y
i

&

WHEREAS, the City Council anticipates that SDOT’s analysis maié lead to eliminating or
modifying streetcar routes as shown in the SSNC approygd in this resolution; and

s

WHEREAS, following the completion of SDOT’s analysis,f,ft‘ﬁe City Council may make a
threshold decision as to whether the City should cofitinue with next steps for the potential
development of a streetcar network; ) /

7

WHEREAS, if the City Council decides that the City”/'should continue developing a streetcar
network, it will need to adopt specific coqgitions that guide SDOT’s future route-specific
streetcar planning and preliminary engineering before SDOT can proceed; NOW

THEREFORE, )

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY CC;}/fNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE

F;

MAYOR CONCURRING, THAT: f;

Vs
Section 1. The Seattle Stree}fiar Network Concept map, included as Exhibit 1, is hereby
approved as the basis for Seattle Eepartment of Transportation’s (SDOT’s) further study and

/

analysis of a streetcar network And individual routes and segments of routes.
I '

i
Section 2. SDOT Wi}l’ submit a final report based on the work program approved in C.B.

I
i

No. 116132 for determininéj the viability of a streetcar network. Council will evaluate the merits

of a streetcar network or ﬁortions thereof based on, but not limited to, constructability; ridership

potential; estimated cagftal, operating and maintenance costs and estimated operating revenues;
/

partnership potential; economic and funding feasibility; network integration and transit

connectivity; and a comparative analysis of the cost effectiveness of a streetcar network versus

other forms of transit.
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Section 3. The City Council will not consider releasing additional funds beyond those

rs

authorized in C.B. No. 116132 for further streetcar network study and analysis unj;jfl'/éfter SDOT

submits a final report for Council consideration. SDOT is requested to submyiﬁ’ﬁts streetcar

£
a
network analysis report to Council no later than May 1, 2008. /
Adopted by the City Council the ___day of / , 2008, and
signed by me in open session in authentication of its adoption th1s day
/
of , 2008,
)///?
Presid;;ﬁt of the City Council
.{'K/‘é
THE MAYOR CONCURRING:
Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor //‘:"’
/
/
Filed by me this da}il of , 2008.
/
~ City Clerk
(Seal) !

Exhibit 1: Seattle Streetcgir Network Concept Map
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Affidavit of Publication

No.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which hewspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation-and it is now-
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a '
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was published on

02/15/08

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $ 49.18, which amount
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