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Richard Conlin and Richard Mclver/RG

Exec session record Reso Jan08 ver3 — (LEG, Taping State Leg Executive Sessions RES)
January 24, 2008

Version # 3

RESOLUTION 31041

A RESOLUTION urging adoption of legislation relating to executive session recordings during
the 2008 Session of the Washington State Legislature.

WHEREAS, some of the more important deliberations by the Seattle City Council as well as
other governing bodies occur in closed executive sessions; and

WHEREAS, there is no requirement in law requiring governing bodies to keep a verbatim record
of discussions conducted in executive sessions; and

WHEREAS, recording executive sessions will allow current and future governing members to
review the history of issues that have come before the governing body, and for use of the
governing body, to memorialize legal or other advice provided in executive session; and

WHEREAS, requiring governing bodies to record executive sessions would encourage strict
compliance with rules governing executive sessions; and

WHEREAS, requiring governing bodies to record executive sessions would create government
accountability in the use of executive sessions; and -

WHEREAS, requiring governing bodies to record executive sessions would not inhibit full and
robust discussion of relevant issues if adequate protections are provided by law for
examination of said recordings; and

WHEREAS, the Washington State Attorney General and the Washington State Auditor have
developed legislation requiring governing bodies holding executive sessions to make
verbatim audio recordings of the sessions and to retain said recordings for two years; and

WHEREAS, under the proposal, said executive sessions recordings are not subject to public
inspection and copying under Chapter 42.56 Revised Code of Washington (RCW) except
by court order or with the authority of the governing body; and

WHEREAS, under the proposal, complaining parties may seek judicial review of the executive
session recordings to determine if the governing body violated Chapter 42.30 RCW; and

WHEREAS, the complaining party must provide credible evidence of a violation of Chapter
42.30 RCW before the court will review, in camera, the executive session recording; and

WHEREAS, the Seattle City Council finds that recording of public body executive sessions
advances the public's interest in transparent and open government; Now, therefore,
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January 24, 2008

Version # 3

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THAT:

Section 1. The Seattle City Council urges the Washington Legislature and Governor to
adopt legislation relating to executive session recordings which contains adequate safeguards to

protect legitimate executive sessions during the 2008 Session.

Section 2. The City Clerk shall provide a copy of this Resolution to the Governor, and
members of the State House of Representatives and Senate from districts encompassing a portion

of the City of Seattle.

Adopted by the City Council the

. Y
' —day of k/{,ﬁ Po “/,«?f‘y , 2008, and

signed by me in open session in authentication of its adoption this_ /¥ =~ 4t% day

of \}&é{‘ (B2 Y g » 2008.

Pre§ident ___ ofthe City Council

#qf

Filed by me this @day of &77%,5;3]«{ c fifw , 2008.

QM( o, g Z@quu&l et

City Clerk

(Seal)
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| Legislative | Judith Pippin 684-8361 ]

Legislation Title: A Resolution urging adoption of legislation relating to executive session
recordings during the 2008 Session of the Washington State Legislature.

e Summary of the Legislation:

This legislation urges the State Legislature to adopt legislation requiring local
agencies to electronically record executive sessions of local governing bodies.

o Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and
include record of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable):

Washington State law requires governing bodies meet in open session where the
public may attend (Open Public Meetings Act - OPMA). Exceptions to these open public
meetings include executive sessions. The law clearly spells out what topics may be
discussed, and what discussions may take place, in executive session. The law specifies who
may attend and participate, and how executive sessions are announced. Content of
discussions in executive session are protected from general disclosure.

Electronically recording these private executive session discussions would encourage

strict compliance with OPMA by governing bodies, memorialize legal advice and other
protected discussions, and create new government accountabilities.

e Please check one of the following:

This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)

X  This legislation has financial implications. (Please complete all relevant sections
that follow.)

See * below

Appropriations: This table should reflect appfbpriations that are a direct result of this
legislation. In the event that the project/ programs associated with this ordinance have
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appropriations that were, or will be, received because of previous or future legzslatzon or
budget actions, please provide details in the Notes section below.

It is not anticipated that appropriations would be necessary.

Fund Name and
Number

Department

Budget Control
Level*

2008
Appropriation

2009 Anticipated
Appropriation

TOTAL

*See budget book to obtam the appropriate Budget Control Level for your department.

Notes:

Anticipated Revenue/Reimbursement: Resultin o From This Legislation: This table should

reflect revenues/reimbursements that are a direct result of this legislation. In the event that

the issues/projects associated with this ordinance/resolution have revenues or

reimbursements that were, or will be, received because of previous or future legislation or
budget actions, please provide details in the Notes section below the table.

Fund Name and Department Revenue Source 2008 2009
Number Revenue Revenue
TOTAL
Notes:
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Total Regular Positions Created, Modified, Or Abrogated Through This Legislation,
Including FTE Impact: This table should only reflect the actual number of positions
created by this legislation In the event that positions have been, or will be, created as a
result of previous or future legislation or budget actions, please provide details in the Notes

section below the table.

No positions are required.

Position Title and Position Fund Part-Time/ 2008 2008 2009 2009
Department* Number Name Full Time | Position FTE Positions | FTE*
for and _ s o *
Existing Number
Positions
TOTAL

*  List each position separately
** 2009 positions and FTE are total 2009 position changes resulting from this legislation,
not incremental changes. Therefore, under 2009, please be sure to include any continuing

positions from 2008.

Notes:

e Do positions sunset in the future? (Ifyes, identify sunset date):

Spending/Cash Flow: This table should be completed only in those cases where part or all
of the funds authorized by this legislation will be spent in a different year than when they
were appropriated (e.g., as in the case of certain grants and capital projects). Details
surrounding spending that will occur in future years should be provided in the Notes section

below the table.

Fund Name and Department Budget Control 2008 2009 Anticipated

Number Level* Expenditures Expenditures

TOTAL

* See budget book to obtain the appropriate Budget Control Level for your depariment.

Notes:
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What is the financial cost of not implementing the legislation? (Estimate the costs to
the City of not implementing the legislation, including estimated costs to maintain or
expand an existing facility or the cost avoidance due to replacement of an existing
facility, potential conflicts with regulatory requirements, or other potential costs if the
legislation is not implemented.)

See * "other issues” below

What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or
similar objectives? (Include any potential alternatives to the proposed legislation, such
as reducing fee-supported activities, identifying outside funding sources for fee-supported
activities, etc.)

Is the legislation subject to public hearing requirements: (If yes, what public hearings
have been held to date, and/or what plans are in place to hold a public hearing(s) in the

fitture.)

No
Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation):

*Should the Washington State Legislature adopt the proposed legislation before them,

the taping of executive sessions of the Seattle City Council would be required.

Equipment, training, and development of relevant policies and procedures would be

minimal - less than $5,000 the first year, and less in subsequent years unless technical
difficulties resulted in the need for different equipment.

Costs to the City associated with public requests for judicial review to release the

electronic records cannot be determined at this time.,

Please list attachments to the fiscal note below:
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STATE OF WASHINGTON — KING COUNTY

--S8.

220635 No.
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
" Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper isa legal newspaper -of general-circulation-and it is now-
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
- Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a
CT:31039,41&42 TITLES
was published on

02/15/08

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $ 49.18, which amount
has been paid in full.
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Notary publiofor the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle




State of Washington, King County
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City of Seattle

Legislative Department
Office of the City Clerk e R
Judith E. Pippin ST e o ents

City Clerk

February 13, 2008

«Name
«Locationy
«Address»
«CityStateZip»

Dear <<Greeting>§:

On February 4, 2008, the Seattle City Council adopted the enclosed Seattle Resolution No. 31041,
which urges adoption of legislation before the 2008 Session of the Washington State legislature that
relates to the recording of executive sessions.

It is the Council's request that a copy of this Resolution No. 31041 be mailed to ybu.

Very truly yours,

Judith E. Pippin
City Clerk

Enclosure

600 Fourth Avenue, Floor 3, P.O. Box 94728, Seattle, Washington 98124-4728
(206) 684-8344, Fax: (206) 386-9025, TDD: (206) 233-0025
Internet Address: http://www.seattle.gov/leg/clerk/clerk.htm
Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request. An EEO employer.
“Printed on Recycled Paper”
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Richard Conlin and Richard Mclver/RG
Exec session record Reso Jan08 ver3 — (LEG, Taping Staté Leg Executive Sessions RES)

| Tanuary 24, 2008
Version # 3

'RESOLUTION 31041

A RESOLUTION urging adoption of legislation relating to executive session recordings during

- the 2008 Session of the Washington State Legislature.

WHEREAS, some of the more important deliberations by the Seattle City Council as well as
other governing bodies occur in closed executive sessions; and :

WHEREAS, there is no requirement in law requiring governing bod1es to keep a verbatimrecord
of dlscussmns conducted in executive sessions; and : :

WHEREAS, recording executive sessions will allow current and future govérning members to
review the history of issues that have come before the governing body, and for use of the
governing body, to memorialize legal or other advice provided in executive session; and

WHEREAS, requiring governing bodies to record executive sessions would encourage strict
compliance with rules governing executive sessions; and -

WHEREAS, requiring governing bodies to record executive sessions would create government
accountability in the use of executive sessions; and -

WHEREAS, requiring governing bodi.es to record executive sessions would not inhibit full and
robust discussion of relevant issues if adequate protections are provided by law for
examination of said recordings; and

WHEREAS, the Washington State Attorney General and the Washington State Auditor have
developed legislation requiring governing bodies holding executive sessions to make
verbatim audio recordings of the sessions and to retain said recordings for two years; and

WHEREAS, under the proposal, said executive sessions recordings are not subject to public
inspection and copying under Chapter 42.56 Revised Code of Washington (RCW) except
- by court order or with the authority of the governing body; and

WHEREAS under the proposal complaining parties may seek judicial review of the executive
sessmn recordings to determine if the governing body v1olated Chapter 42, 30 RCW; and

WHEREAS, the complaining party must provide credible evidence of a violation of Chapter
42.30 RCW before the court will review, in camera, the executive session recording; and

WHEREAS, the Seattle City Council finds that recording of public body executive sessions
advances the public's interest in transparent and open government; Now, therefore,
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Richard Conlin and Richard Mclver/RG
Exec session record Reso Jan08 ver3 — (LEG, Taping State Leg Executive Sessions RES)
January 24, 2008

‘| Version # 3

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THAT:

Section 1. The Seattle City Cotncil urges the Washington Legislature and Governor to
adopt legislation relating to executive session recordings which contains adequate safeguards to

protect legitimate executive sessions during the 2008 Session.

Section 2. The City Clerk shall provide a copy of this Resolution to the Governor, and
members of the State House of Representatives and Senate from districts encompassing a portion
of the City of Seattle.

Adopted by the City Council the jf ‘*ﬂbday of §2g BLiro o , 2008, and

v

signed by me in open session in authentication of its adoption this , 4@5“ day

of \Jedricagey 2008

Wy

Prefident —_____ oftheCity Counoﬂ

Filed by me this #Cday of Tz Brescmte v ,2008.

City Clerk
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Seattle City Council Iraq War Resolution (#30969). Passed 3/19/07. Letters mailed from Clerk's Office 3/29/07. i § ) 2 Y ;7 © { ’5‘ 7 j 4 7 / Lf ‘/0
A B C D E

1 Name Location Address City/State/Zip Greeting

2 |The Honorable Chris Gregoire Office of the Governor P.O. Box 40002 Olympia, WA 98504-0002 Governor Gregoire

3 |The Honorable Ken Jacobsen Washington State Senate 237 Cherberg Building, P.O. Box 40446 Olympia, WA 98504-0446 Senator Jacobsen (0
4 |The Honorable Adam Kline Washington State Senate 223 Cherberg Building, P.O. Box 40437 Olympia, WA 98504-0437 Senator Kline Z 7
5 |The Honorable Jeanne Kohl-Welles Washington State Senate 218 Cherberg Building, P.O. Box 40436 Olympia, WA 98504-0436 Senator Kohl-Welles 5 (3
6 [The Honorable Joe McDermott Washington State Senate 230 Cherberg Building, P.O. Box 40434 Olympia, WA 98504-0434 Senator McDermott % if
'/ |The Honorable Ed Murray Washington State Senate 215 Cherberg Building, P.O. Box 40443 Olympia, WA 98504-0443 Senator Murray )
8 |The Honorable Margarita Prentice Washington State Senate ) 303 Cherberg Building, P.O. Box 40411 Olympia, WA 98504-0411 Senator Prentice / f
9 |The Honorable Frank Chopp Washington State House of Representatives 339C Legislative Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Mr. Chopp L3
10 |The Honorable Eileen Cody Washington State House of Representatives 337 John L. O'Brien Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 988504-0600 Ms. Cody *34
11 |The Honorable Mary Lou Dickerson Washington State House of Representatives 302 John L. O'Brien Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Ms. Dickerson 3
12 |The Honorable Bob Hasegawa Washington State House of Representatives 425 John L. O'Brien Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Mr. Hasegawa i
13 |The Honorable Zack Hudgins Washington State House of Representatives 326 John L. O'Brien Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Mr. Hudgins [{
14 [The Honorable Phyllis Kenney Washington State House of Representatives 330 John L. O'Brien Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Ms. Kenney g
15 |The Honorable Jim Mclntire Washington State House of Representatives 314 John L. O'Brien Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Mr. Mclintire [z
16 |The Honorable Sharon Nelson Washington State House of Representatives 332 John L. O'Brien Building, P.O. Box 40600 . |Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Ms. Nelson &) x{
17 |The Honorable Jamie Pedersen Washington State House of Representatives 318 John L. O'Brien Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Mr. Pedersen C}-}
18 |The Honorable Eric Pettigrew Washington State House of Representatives 122H Legislative Blilding, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Mr. Pettigrew %7
19 | The Honorable Sharon Tomiko Santos Washington State House of Representatives 434A Legislative Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Ms. Santos 7)(/'
20 |The Honorable Helen Sommers Washington State House of Representatives 204 John L. O'Brien Building, P.O. Box 40600 Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Ms. Sommers 35,

ToTAL =T

Page 1 of 1

CouncilWarResolutionAddresses.xls




3104/

STATE OF WASHINGTON — KING COUNTY

--S8.

220635 No.
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily J ournal of
" "Commerce, a daily newspaper;"V\"/h“i‘ch‘rrevvspap‘er‘is*a‘l‘e’gal‘newsp'ap'erofgenera—l-circulatio11~and~itAis~now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12 day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
- Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a
CT:31039,41&42 TITLES
was published on
02/15/08

of $ 49.18, which amount

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the s
has been paid in full.

v

7 =7
Subscpibed a[Vngém to pefore me on
02/15/08

b v
Notary publiefor the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle




State of Washington, King County

Page 2 of affidavit
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