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(Q\}l» City of Seattle
Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor
Office of the Mayor

June 19, 2007

Honorable Nick Licata
President

Seattle City Council
City Hall, 2™ Floor

Dear Council President Licata:

I am pleased to transmit the attached proposed Resolution approving Sound Transit’s revised Central
Link Light Rail Line alignment and station locations in the city of Seattle for permitting purposes. -
The revised alignment includes the future extension of light rail north of Downtown Seattle. The
new University Link will extend light rail to Capitol Hill and the University of Washington, bringing
an additional 70,000 daily riders to the system. The proposed extension of the light rail line from the
University of Washington to Northgate is included in the “Sound Transit 2” funding package that
will go before the voters this fall. :

In 2000, the City Council adopted Resolution 30128, which approved Sound Transit’s original light .
rail alignment froem the University District to the.south city limits. Due to construction risks and cost -
concerns related to the Portage Bay tunnel crossing and the First Hill Station, Sound Transit limited

its first phase of construction to the “Initial Segment” of light rail from Downtown Seattle to

Tukwila, and decided to reevaluate extension alternatives north of Downtown through a formal
environmental process. After completing its environmental review, Sound Transit selected a new
alignment that crosses the Montlake Cut and excludes the First Hill Station. This legislation

approves these changes from the original alignment and allows Sound Transit to pursue the land use
and construction permits necessary to expand the regional mass transit system. :

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions, please contact
Calvin Chow at 684-4652.

cc: Honoggbk Members of the Seattle City Counéll |

600 Fourth Avenue, 7% Floor, P.O. Box 94749, Seattle, WA 98124-4749
Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811 Fax: (206) 684-5360, Email: mayors.office@seattle.gov
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon reque{s&(\\
L iy
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Calvin Chow/CC/Martha Lester
SDOT Alignment Approval RES.doc
June 26, 2007

Version # ¢

RESOLUTION 0995

A RESOLUTION approving the alignment, station locations, and maintenance base location for
Sound Transit’s Central Link Light Rail Line in the City of Seattle; and superseding the
alignment, station locations, and maintenance base location approved in Resolution
30128.

WHEREAS, in November 1996, the voters of the three-county Sound Transit district approved
Sound Move, the ten-year regional transit system plan, which includes a 23-mile new
electric light rail line connecting the cities of SeaTac, Tukwila, and Seattle; and

WHEREAS, Sound Transit (formally known as the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit
Authority, or RTA) is proceeding to implement the Sound Move plan including the Lmk
light rail component; and

WHEREAS, on November 5, 1999, Sound Transit and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Central Link Light Rail
Transit Project to satisfy the requirements of both the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA); and

WHEREAS, on November 18, 1999, the Sound Transit Board adopted Resolution No. R99-34,
selecting the light rail alignment and profiles from the University District in Seattle to S.
200th Street in the City of SeaTac, station locations, and vehicle maintenance base site
for the Central Link Light Rail Project; and

WHEREAS, on April 10, 2000, the Seattle City Council adopted Resolution 30128, approving
the alignment, station locations, and maintenance base location for the Central Link Light
Rail Project in the City of Seattle from the University District to the south city limits; and

WHFRP AS, Sound Transit subsequently decided to reexamine the project for cost, schedule and
engineering reasons; and

WHEREAS, on November 29, 2001, the Sound Transit Board adopted Resolution No. R2001-
16, selecting the 14-mile segment from Convention Place Station in downtown Seattle to
S. 154th Street in Tukwila with connections to Sea-Tac Airport as the Initial Segment of
the Central Link Light Rail Project; and

WHEREAS, Sound Transit reevaluated alternatives to extend Link Light Rail north of downtown|
Seattle, connecting to the University District and to Northgate (North Link) through a
formal environmental process; and

Form last revised on  12/12/06 ‘ 1
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WHEREAS, on April 19, 2004, the City Council adopted Resolution 30657 stating, in general
terms, the City of Seattle’s preferred light rail alignment and station locations for North
Link, and stating the City of Seattle’s position on other related issues; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 30657 articulated the City’s preference for a light rail station serving
First Hill; and

WHEREAS, on July 28, 2005, the Sound Transit Board adopted Resolution No. R2005-20,
which modified the preferred Central Link Light Rail route to shift the Portage Bay water | -
crossing to the Montlake Cut, eliminate the First Hill station, and revise other station
locations due to cost and construction risk concerns; and

WHEREAS, on August 25, 2005, the Sound Transit Board approved Motion No, M2005-102,
which directed Sound Transit staff to pursue a First Hill Work Program to evaluate
options for connecting First Hill to the Central Link Light Rail System; and

WHEREAS, on January 6, 2006, the Sound Transit Board approved Motion No. M2006-13,
which directed Sound Transit staff to pursue conceptual engineering of a First Hill
streetcar to connect First Hill to the Central Link Light Rail System; and

WHEREAS, on April 7, 2006, Sound Transit and the FTA issued a Final Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (Final SEIS) for North Link to satisfy the requirements
of both NEPA and SEPA; and

WHEREAS, on April 27, 2006, the Sound Transit Board adopted Resolution No. R2006-07,
selecting the North Link light rail alignment, profile and station locations and identifying
the Capitol Hill to University of Washington (University Link) portion of North Link as
the next part of the Light Rail System to be constructed; and

WHEREAS, on June 7, 2006, after the consideration of the Final SEIS, the Federal Transit
Administration issued a Record of Decision, which finds that the Federal environmental
process is complete for the North Link portion of the Central Link Light Rail System; and

WHEREAS, on May 24, 2007, the Sound Transit Board adopted Resolution No. R2007-05,
adopting the Sound Transit 2 Regional Transit System Plan (“Sound Transit 2”), which
includes, among other things, the North Link alignment and the First Hill streetcar; and

WHEREAS, the “Sound Transit 2” plan will be put on the ballot before voters in the November
2007 election, and the ballot measure, if passed will provide funding for the “Sound
Transit 2 plan; and

Form last revised on 12/12/06 2
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WHEREAS, Sound Transit is proceeding to design the University Link Light Rail Project with
available funding that is not contingent on the “Sound Transit 2” vote, and will seek
various land use and right-of-way permits for construction and operation of the system
within the City of Seattle; and |

WHEREAS, City Council approval of the specific light rail alignment, station locations, and
maintenance base location is part of the overall permitting system that the City has
established; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE
MAYOR CONCURRING, THAT:

Section 1. The alignment of the Sound Transit light rail line through the City of Seattle,
the location of the light rail stations, and the location of the maintenance base, all as generally

described in Exhibit A and generally depicted in the drawings in Exhibit B to this resolution, are

1 hereby approved, subject to the applicable permitting processes required by the Seattle Municipal

Code.

Form last revised on 12/12/06 3
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Section 2. This Resolution supersedes the approval of the alignment, station locations,
and maintenance facility for Sound Transit’s Central Link Light Rail Line as described in
Resolution 30128,

\
Adopted by the City Council the.¥ i day of gggm\s;zoon and signed by me in

WOO?

open session in authentication of its adoption this2¥%~  day of gz

THE MAYOR CONCURRING:
JAA
G Ni A

Ariete Ciee, A/ utsy P ge

Filed by me this & day of defode , 2007.

Cl}ﬁtﬁ»ﬂ a@«q@_«k

(Seal)

Exhibit A: General Description of Light Rail Alignment, Station Locations, and
Maintenance Facility Location

Exhibit B: Light Rail Alignment, Station Locations, and Maintenance Base Location
(Maps 1-17)
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Exhibit A:
General Description of Light Rail Alignment, Station Locations, and
Maintenance Facility Location

North Link (Northgate to University of Washington)

Route.: Elevated structure at Northgate, retained cut/fill and at-grade in I-5 right-of-way. Tunnel under the
Lake City Way ramps, through Roosevelt, University District, and University of Washington.

Stations:
Northgate — East side of 1* Avenue NE, spanning NE 103 Street, elevated (includes tail track)
Roosevelt — West side of 12" Avenue NE, north of NE 65" St, tunnel
Brooklyn — Brooklyn Avenue NE, south of NE 45™ Street, tunnel

University Link (University of Washington to Pine Street Stub Tunnel)

Route: Tunnel under University of Washington, Montlake Cut, and Capitol Hill.

Stations:
University of Washington — East side of Montlake Boulevard NE, near Husky Stadium, tunnel
(includes crossover)
Capitol Hill — East side of Broadway E, south of E John Street, tunnel

Initial Segment (Pine Street Stub Tunnel to S. McClellan Street)

Route: Use existing Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel (DSTT). South of downtown, use E-3 Busway

rising to elevated structure turning east along south side of S. Forest Street, and then to tunnel under
Beacon Hill.

Stations.
Westlake, tunnel
University Street, tunnel
Pioneer Square, tunnel
International District/Chinatown, tunnel
Stadium - E-3 Busway at S Royal Brougham Way, at-grade
SODO - E-3 Busway, north of S Lander Street, at-grade
Beacon Hill - Beacon Avenue S at S Lander Street, tunnel

Initial Segment (S, McClellan Street to Boeing Access Road)

Route: Elevated out of Beacon Hill tunnel, then turning south on Martin Luther King, Jr. Way S, at-grade
in median

Stations:
Mount Baker - S McClellan Street, elevated
Columbia City - S Edmunds Street, at-grade
Othello - S Othello Street, at-grade
Rainier Beach - S Henderson Street, at-grade

Maintenance Facility

Maintenance Facility site - extends from 7th Avenue S to Airport Way S, and from S Forest Street to south
of S Hinds Street.

Exhibit A
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
Seattle Department of Calvin Chow 684-4652 Stephen Barham 733-9084
Transportation :
Legislation Title:

A RESOLUTION approving the alignment, station locations, and maintenance base location for
Sound Transit’s Central Link Light Rail Line in the City of Seattle; and superseding the
alignment, station locations, and maintenance base location approved in Resolution 30128.

e Summary of the Legislation: The Resolution approves the revised Sound Transit light
rail alignment, station locations, and maintenance base location for City permitting
purposes. The revised alignment includes modifications of the extension of the light rail
system from Downtown Seattle to Capitol Hill, the University of Washington, the
University District, and the Roosevelt and Northgate neighborhoods.

e Background: In April 2000, City Council passed Resolution 30128, which approved
Sound Transit’s original alignment for the Central Link Light Rail project from the
University District to the south city limits, allowing Sound Transit to seek permits for the
construction of the light rail system. Due to project risks and cost considerations, Sound
Transit limited the first phase of construction to the “Initial Segment” of light rail from
Downtown Seattle to Tukwila, and decided to reevaluate alternatives for extending the
system to the University District and Northgate (the North Link segment) through a
supplemental EIS process. The viability of the Portage Bay tunnel crossing to the
University District and the cost and risk of the deep-mined First Hill station were key
considerations for not moving forward with the original alignment.

During the environmental process, Sound Transit identified an alternative tunnel crossing
under the Montlake Cut and determined that the First Hill station was not viable. Sound
Transit studied alternate ways for connecting the First Hill neighborhood to the light rail
system, and developed a First Hill streetcar proposal which would connect First Hill to
the Capitol Hill and International District stations. The First Hill streetcar is included in
the “Sound Transit 2” funding measure that will go before voters in November 2007.

In April 2006, the Sound Transit Board approved a revised alignment from Downtown
Seattle to Northgate (the North Link alignment) and selected the Capitol Hill and
University of Washington portion of the North Link alignment (to be named University
Link) as the next segment for construction, which will be operated and constructed as part
of the Central Link Light Rail project. Sound Transit is proceeding with final design on
University Link in 2007 and 2008, and will be applying for land use and construction
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permits. City Council approval of the alignment is a precondition for permit approvals.
University Link is anticipated to begin service in 2016 and will be the highest ridership
segment of the Central Link Light Rail system adding an additional 70,000 daily
boarding’s to the system.

The revised alignment reflects the following changes from the previous ahgnment
approved by City Council Resolution 30128:

o Includes an approved alignment from Northgate, through the Roosevelt District,
to the University District;

o Includes an elevated Northgate station spanning NE 103" st (Northgate Station),

o Includes a tunnel station in the Roosevelt District near 12" Ave NE (Roosevelt
- Station);

o Relocates the northern University District tunnel station from the northwest corner
of the UW campus to Brooklyn Ave (Brooklyn Station);

o Relocates the Pacific tunnel station to a site near Husky Stadium (University of
Washington Station);

o Includes a tunnel alignment crossing of the Montlake Cut instead of Portage Bay;

o Relocates the Capitol Hill tunnel station onto private property adjacent to
Broadway (Capitol Hill Station),

Deletes the First Hill tunnel station;
Acknowledges that the Royal Brougham and Beacon Hill stations have been built;

0 O O

Deletes the Graham station which was not funded and will not be built; and

Reflects minor changes to the Initial Segment alignment made during design and
construction.

o}

e Please check one of the following:

X  This Jegislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)
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216165 No. TITLE ONLY
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a '

CT:30993,96,12-14
was published on

10/08/07

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $ 55.80, which amount
has been paid in full.

4e8 (Y.

ubscribedAnd s

Notary publc for the State of Washington, \
résiding in Seattle

before me on

10/08/0

&N

\A




State of Washington, King County
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