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RESOLUTION 309 87

A RESOLUTION adopting the Citywide Skatepark Plan; requesting the Mayor to
prioritize funding for high priority skateparks in the 2008 Budget; and requesting the
Department of Parks and Recreation to develop a strategy for implementing next steps in
the Plan.

WHEREAS, nationwide more than 11 million people from all ages and backgrounds
participate in and enjoy skateboarding for recreation and sport, making it one of the fastest
growing sports in North America; and

WHEREAS, Washington State’s Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation (IAC) has
recently stated that skateboarding is ranked 5th for overall sports and estimates that there are
28,000 skateboarders in Seattle; and

WHEREAS, the City of Seattle through its Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)
encourages healthy recreational activities and sports and, to the extent possible, seeks to
accommodate these activities and sports; and

WHEREAS, skateboarding requires ample terrain and facilities to appropriately accommodate
this rapidly growing sport; and

WHEREAS, the growing popularity of skateboarding forces skateboarders to occupy
transitional spaces or other properties in lieu of limited public places to skate; and

WHEREAS, studies have dispelled myths about skateboarding and skateparks, showed that
skateparks do not contribute to crime, and found that integrating the skatepark within the
community is important for siting them; and

WHEREAS, Council adopted Resolution 30843 in February 2006 requesting the Executive to
develop a Citywide Skatepark Plan (Plan) for building a citywide network of safe and
accessible skatable terrain and skateparks; and '

WHEREAS, Plan development included comments from over 700 citizens, of which a majority
supported the process and the Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Skatepark Advisory Task Force presented a draft proposed Plan to the
Council's Parks, Education, Libraries, and Labor (PELL) Committee for review and comment
in December 2006. At the meeting, PELL Committee members expressed support for a
resolution that adopts the Plan and support for funding the highest priority sites; and

WHEREAS, in December 2006, the Skatepark Advisory Task Force presented the draft Plan to
the Board of Park Commissioners, which then held a public hearing. Citizen testimony
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predominantly supported the process and the Plan, and emphasized the need for these types of
facilities and a desire to begin implementation as soon as possible; and

WHEREAS, on January 11, 2007, the Board of Park Commissioners unanimously
recommended to the Parks Superintendent approval of the Plan with amendments; and

WHEREAS, the Executive provided copies of a final proposed Citywide Skatepark Plan in
February 2007 to the City Council and certain approved Board of Park Commissioners’
amendments were not included in the Plan;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SEATTLE, THAT:

Section 1. The City of Seattle hereby adopts the Citywide Skatepark Plan as the
City’s master plan to guide future development of skateparks, in the form of Attachment 1
with the amendments identified in Section 2 of this resolution. Council requests the
Executive to use the Plan as a guide to recommend future sites and development of new

skateparks as funds are identified.

Section 2. Consistent with the recommendations adopted by the Board of Park
Commissioners, the Citywide Skatepark Plan is amended to include the following:
a) DPR should proceed to attempt to fill in gaps in the downtown core through:
o Continuing to pursue collaborative options with Seattle City Light Substations
for possible park and skatepark siting in the South Lake Union or Denny
Triangle neighborhoods;
. Considering options for skate facilities if the Aurora corridor becomes lidded,
and
e Continuing to pursue other opportunities as may arise.
b) DPR should continue to explore near-term actions such as providing analysis and
refinement of possible wading pool modifications for skateboarding when not in use
as a wading pool; and proceed with planning level cost estimates for recommended

priority projects for the following project sites:
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e Projects potentially funded through the Skatedot Pot (a ‘pét’ of $160,000 that
would allow DPR to implement skateable elements and wading pool
modifications);

¢ The Dahl Playfield Skatespot;

e The Brighton Playfield Skatespot; and

o The Jefferson Park District Facility;

¢) DPR should proceed with recommended priority projects for longer-term actions,
with refinement of planning level cost estimates for the following project sites:

e Judkins Park/Charles M. Stokes Overlook Skatespot;

¢ Roxhill Skatespot; and

e Delridge Playfield Skatespot.

Section 3. By the end of August 2007, Council requests that DPR provide to the PELL
Committee the items identified in subsection 2(b) of this resolution, in order to identify the
~ highest priority skateboara park project(s) for funding. It is the Council’é intent that the
highest priority skatepark(s) identified through this process will receive funding in the 2008
Budget.

Section 4, In preparation for the 2008 Budget, Council specifically requests that the
Mayor include funding for the highest priority project(s) identified in Section 3 of this
resolution in the 2008 Budget, as well as funding the Skatedot Pot to undertake small

improvements to increase skateable terrain in Seattle’s parks.

Section 5. By September 2007, Council requests that DPR submit to the PELL
Committee an implementation strategy for the recommendations identified in Chapter 7 of the
Plan, including project scopes and timelines as appropriate. The timeline should specifically

address items identified in Section 2 of this resolution as well as the broader goals identified in
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the Plan. At a minimum, the implementation strategy shall prioritize and fund the projects

identified in Section 2(b) of this resolution within the next four years.

Adopted by the City Council the l ‘m day of ‘XI NE. , 2007,

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its adoption this I '! m day of

)?)'m@ , 2007.

Dt e
Président -~

%f the City Council

Filed by me this Zé—:m day of Sletes . , 2007,

Attachment 1 - City of Seattle Citywide Skatepark Plan

(Seal)
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| Legislative | Scott MacColl | 684-5382 ]

Legislation Title: A RESOLUTION adopting the Citywide Skatepark Plan; requesting the
Mayor to prioritize funding for high priority skateparks in the 2008 Budget; and requesting
the Department of Parks and Recreation to develop a strategy for implementing next steps
in the Plan.

e Summary of the Legislation:

This legislation formally adopts the Citywide Skatepark Plan to guide future development of
skateparks in the city and includes amendments recommended by the Board of Park
Commissioners to prioritize potential projects. The resolution requests that the Department
of Parks and Recreation (DPR) identify and fund the highest priority skatepark in the 2008
budget, and develop an implementation strategy for the recommendations identified in the
plan by September 2007.

e Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and
include record of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable):

Council directed DPR to develop a citywide skatepark plan and allocated funding during the

2006 budget process. DPR staff worked with a consultant and an appointed task force during

2006 to develop a citywide skatepark plan. The plan was presented for review and was

approved by the Board of Park Commissioners in December 2006, and presented to Council

in February 2007.

e Please check one of the following:

X __ This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)
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CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

n February 2006, the Seattle City Council adopted a resolution recognizing skateboarding as a healthy and popu-
| lar recreation and resolved to establish a network of skateparks of various sizes throughout the City. Seattle Parks
and Recreation worked with an appointed Skatepark Advisory Task Force and a consultant to develop this Citywide
Skatepark Plan.

As a means to recognize the needs of skateboarders while addressing the concerns of neighbors, Parks hosted
two series of public meetings and an open house during June and October of 2006 to hear ideas and opinions from
residents about skateboarding and skateparks. This process engaged the community to assist the Task Force in
assessing the need/demand for skateparks and to identify the best potential areas to locate them. Wide support for
the planning process was expressed at the public meetings, with more than 400 community members attending.

Task Force members visited existing and planned skatepark sites in Seattle and the surrounding area to see how
skateparks are sited, designed and functioning. The consultant talked with other cities’ Parks and Recreation and
Police departments to understand the day-to-day impacts a skatepark may have on a community. The team also
researched who skateboarders are and outlined some of the positive benefits skateboarding can have on a com-

munity.

Based on research and visits to skateparks, the Task Force developed a tiered system of sizes and types of skate-
park that are most appropriate for the City of Seattle. Four different types of facilities/skateable terrain constitute
Seattle’s proposed system; Skatedots, Skatespots, Districts, and a Regional.

After conducting national research, the Task Force developed siting criteria and a framework of assumptions for
choosing the most appropriate sites for skate facilities in Seattle’s dense, urban environment. There are baseline
criteria applicable to all sites and additional criteria for the District and Regional sites. The criteria reflect the differ-
ent roles of each tier in the system.

During the month of June, citizens and public agencies nominated 130 sites for potential skateparks. A Task Force
member and the consultant visited all 130 sites during July and August and then calculated a score for each site
based on Task Force weighted criteria. The top 30 sites were discussed with the community and Parks. The Task
Force is recommending 26 sites for inclusion in the citywide plan. There are:

+ 8 Skatedots

+ O Skatespots

+ 4 Districts

+ 1 Regional

* 4 Potential Future Sites

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Executive Summary

Planning level costs for tiers in the system range from $6.00 to $45.00 per square foot. No funding is currently allocated for
these facilities, so community-funding resources are identified. Additionally, the Task Force recommends that six sites receive

priority funding by the City:

.

Judkins Park/ Charles M. Stokes Overlook - Skatespot
Roxhill Park- Skatespot

Dahl - Skatespot

Jefferson Master Plan Facility - District

Delridge Playfield - Skatespot

Brighton Playfield - Skatespot

Throughout the course of the planning process, the Task Force also developed several ideas for Seattle to begin incorporat-
ing skateboarding on a broad level throughout the City. These recommendations are as follows:

Fill geographic gaps in the recommended system

- Integrate skateparks in future park development

- Integrate Skatedots into future waterfront planning

- Allow use of wading pools for skateboarding during non-summer use

Set action items for Seattle Parks and Recreation and the Skatepark Advisory Committee

- Consider industrial site options that do not meet the site criteria identified in this plan

- Work with Community Center Staff to allow skateboarding on surrounding hardscapes

- Build partnerships with the Seattle Police Department, private developers and city departments to incorporate

skateable design features and paths through out the city
Skatepark design recommendations:
- Accommodate different skill levels
- Hire reputable skatepark firms to designed and build new facilities

- Cover some facilities

This Citywide Skatepark Plan identifies a network of safe, legal places throughout the city, for people of all ages, races and
genders to enjoy. It also offers recommendations that can begin to change the way people think about and experience skate-
boarding in the City of Seattle.

SEATTLE PARKS AND RECREATION
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Preface

. Why a Plan Now? v

More than 10.5 million people skateboard nationwide, making it one of the fastest grow-
ing sports in North America. Skateboarding appeals to a wide range of people of all
ages and backgrounds and requires specific facilities to appropriately accommodate the
sport.

Due to a lack of public places within Seattle to legally skate, many skateboarders practice
their sport on public and private property, often competing with other activities. As a means
to address this issue, Seattle Parks and Recreation (Parks) adopted a Skateboard Park
Policy in 2003, recognizing skateboarding as a healthy, popular recreational activity and a
legitimate use to integrate into the parks system.

Several skateparks were sited in the City after the adoption of this policy and one was
constructed. However, siting skate facilities proved to be a somewhat controversial process.
Therefore, at the urging of skateboard advocates, in February 2006, City Council unani-
mously approved legislation. (See side bar and Appendix for the full Resolution).

An appointed Skatepark Advisory Task Force (Task Force), comprised of representatives
from all areas of the city who have diverse backgrounds, professional expertise and bring
both skater and non-skater perspectives to the planning process, worked with Parks and a
consultant team during the course of ten months on Seattle’s Citywide Skatepark Plan.
The Task Force desired a holistic planning process resulting, not only in a network of skate
facilities, but also in a plan shaped by and reflective of the community as a whole.

DRAFT CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN | DECEMBER 6™, 2006 1
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Preface l

The Seattle Citywide Skatepark Plan
considers a broad range of perspectives [
and determines the need for skateparks,

inventories existing and proposed facilities, '
identifies skatepark typologies (hierarchy |
of facilities), creates siting criteria unique

to Seattle’s dense urban environment, {
and specifies where and how many public
skateparks can best serve Seattle over the !
next 20 years. [

There are a lot of perceptions about [
skateparks and skateboarders. Some can {
be tied to the wear and tear the sport can

take on the built environment. Some of it is t
based on stereotypes. Therefore, equally
as important as the developing the citywide
system, the Task Force sought to learn [
about and educate others about skate

boarding as a sport and skaters as a park (
user group. f

The Task Force learned that when sited 1
appropriately with community invoive-
ment, skateparks can be successful public
spaces that add to the vitality of cities r
and help to build healthy neighborhoods.

The Citywide Skatepark Plan seeks to {
add skateboarding vibrancy to the City of |
Seattle.

2 SEATTLE PARKS AND RECREATION [
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- Chapter 1: Public Process

The Public Process

Seattle Parks and Recreation works
with all citizens to be good stewards
of the environment, and to provide safe
and welcoming opportunities to play, learn,
contemplate and build community. In order
to accomplish this mission Parks needs to
hear the ideas, desires and concerns of
citizens when considering new facilities. 7
Therefore, the Citywide Skatepark Plan - receive feedback on all ideas generated | \IEIL to offermy

sought to engage all park users, skaters by the Task Force .  support for all skate-
and non-skaters, in the planning process. « solicit site nominations ' '

“ do bn:o{ifha#é ‘
children and | don’t
une Bl Skate. H@W&vég i

parks in Seattle. | live
nearby (Ballard Com-

« discuss the sites under consideration

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT after evaluation : , ,
Parks developed a comprehensive public The primary goals of the first series of public | mons) faﬂd E %ﬁ;@y the
involvement process, including six citywide ~ meetings were to review the site criteria and [ & UK andéﬁ@%ﬁae?e
public meetings and an open house, a solicit site nominations. The primary goals _of the Ballard Bowl
project web site, extensive community and of ‘the second series of meetings were to 1 sée Qéﬁ@ie Qf all
media outreach, and a series of briefings discuss the site evaluations and get feed- . 7
. . : , _ . ages, genders and
with City leaders and various departments. - back on the sites under consideration. . . .
 backgrounds skating
Public Meeting Goals ‘ Meeting Format has"moﬂiwséy , ,
in June & October 2006, the Task Force Both series of public meetings followed _together. As a teacher
and Parks hosted six public meetings. The the same format. After a presentation by | think fhfs kind of
primary goals of these events were to: the consuiltant, there was a question and ' . -
: . : ' gathering space is
» outline the planning process answer session. The consultant and Task

+ educate people about the sport of skate ~ Force members responded to questions and crucial for th& future

boarding, skateboarders as a park user  then staffed information stations. These sta- of gﬁmmuniﬁeg_ This

group, and the impacts a skatepark tions were set-up to encourage small group | [ = pasitéve use of
might have on a neighborhood and one-on-one discussions and to record taxé& Viva skate-
+ engage in a dialogue about the citywide  citizens ideas and concerns for later Task '

arks!”
planning process Force discussions. P

= Citizen comment

DRAFT CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN | DECEMBER 6™, 2006 3
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Chapter 1: Public Process

Ballard Open House

OUTREACH

Community Centers, Libraries, Neighbor-
hood Service Centers, interest groups, and
interested individuals received fliers for

all the public meetings. In addition, Parks
mailed 50,000 fiiers to citizens in close
proximity to the “sites under consider-
ation” for skate facilities and posted signs
at all Parks, School District and Seattle
Department of Transportation properties.
Multi-lingual signs were also posted at key -
locations.

In addition to flier distribution,- Parks and/
or a Task Force member briefed 13 District
neighborhood Councils, updated the project
website with current information on the
process, kept the community informed
through neighborhood newsletters and

list serves, and spoke with a number of
organizations. (See Appendix: Community
Outreach Details).

pen House at Ballard CommonsﬂPark

Participation

More than 400 community members signed
in at the seven functions. Additionally,
approximately 300 citizens provided input
regarding the planning process and the
specific sites via e-mails, phone calls, let-
ters and comment forms.

June Meeting

October Meeting

SEATTLE PARKS AND RECREATION
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Public Meetings

“What a WGndér'qu park in
Ballard. What a GREAT place
to be! The skaters are g'reat.' -
The sport will never go away,

_might as well give them a legal

place to do it! The fountains
are refreshing. The families
seem so happy. I'm a mom of
three in my 50’s. What a smart
way of using land. Makes
people of Seattle feel Iucky.”

- Citizen comment
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Chapter 2: Sk
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The Need/Demand for Skateparks

ccording to American Sports Data
A(ZOOS), there are 10.6 million skate-
boarders nationwide. Since there have
been no official counts of skateboarders in
Seattle, we have to rely on a combination of
data sources to determine how many skate-
boarders are here. The U.S. population is
295,734,134 (2005 Census estimate), so
we conclude that 3.58% of the population
skateboards. Applying that percentage to
Seattle’s current population of 572,600
(2004 Census estimate), Seattle has about
20,500 skateboarders now, and by the year
2020 there will be upwards of 24,000 based
on a projected population of 655,000. This
calculation method is based on Portland,
Oregon’s calculation method and is a quick
way to estimate demand.

More important than calculating the exact
number of skateboarders living in Seattle, it
is important to understand that like with all
other Seattle Parks and Recreation facili-
ties, such as tennis and basketball courts,
soccer and baseball fields, Park’s goal is to
distribute its facilities equitably throughout
the city. Seattle athletes have opportunities
within their own neighborhoods to practice
these sports: Parks seeks to offer the same
opportunity to skateboarders.

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

aters, Skateboarding & Skateparks

e

SKATEBOARDER PROFILE

People of all ages and backgrounds partici-
pate in and enjoy skateboarding for recre-
ation and sport. Skateboarders are young
and old, male and female. They are engi-
neers, computer programmers, moms, the
kid next door, and your neighbor’s grand-
daughters and grandsons.

That said, the average age of skateboarders
is 14 years old, which is young compared to
other sports (see side bar). This is important
to note for several reasons:

+ Alarge number of the skateboarding
population is not old enough to drive
to a legal and safe place to practice,
therefore it becomes even more im-
portant to provide opportunities within
walking distance or a short bus ride.

+  According to the Kaiser Family Founda-
tion, kids devote 6% hours a day to en-
gaging in media (television, the internet,
video games, etc.) as compared to 1%
hours a day spent in physical activity.
Access to a skate facility may encour-
age kids to get outside and be active.

Average Age of
Participant by Sport

+  Limited activities are available to this
age group that are not organized and
expensive. Skateboarding is a good al-
ternative for those who do want to play
on a team, cannot make the team, or
cannot afford the costs associated with
team sports.
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Chapter 2: Skaters, Skateboarding & Skateparks

' Geerations f katers

SEATTLE NEIGHBORHOOD
DEMOGRAPHICS

Due the ever-shifting nature of neighbor-
hoods, Parks does not base facility distri-
bution on demographics. However, as a
discovery exercise, Parks created a series
of maps illustrating where the following age
groups live in largest numbers: under 18,
18-34, & 35-44. (See Appendix: Neighbor-
hood Demographics Maps). The southeast
and southwest areas of the City have the
highest percentages of the under 18 popu-
lation. The central City and the central-
south portion of the north area have the
highest percentages of people aged 18-34.
The west/northwest area has the largest
number of 35-44 year olds. .

“At the Shokeline'skétepark a young man said to my
seven year old 'Hey little dude maybe 1 should get your
autograph now because you’re going to be famous one
day.’ Talk about self-esteem boosting. The ‘element’ at

this park was very positive and supportive to the kids. | 7

hope fear of the unknown doesn’t take away the opportu-

nity for kids to get exercise and have fun in an approprl-
_ate environment.” - Citizen comment

SKATEPARKS AREN’T JUST
ABOUT SKATEBOARDING

Skateboarding promotes physical fithess,
self-esteem and discipline. It also provides
an opportunity for people to interact in an
unstructured activity while learning new
skills. '

Skateparks provide legitimate, safe, legal
places to practice. If they are designed

as part of a larger park they will attract a
variety of spectators. The mingling of user
groups can encourage positive interactions
between different users of public space.
Visit an area skatepark and you will likely
see and hear people of all ages, skaters
and non-skaters alike, encouraging the
skaters. This interaction can help to break
down barriers and build community.

SEATTLE PARKS AND RECREATION
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SEATTLE SKATEPARKS
Seattle has some skateparks, existing and
planned, public and private.

Existing Seattle Parks and Recreation
Skateparks

Parks manages one public skatepark,
which is located in Ballard Commons Park,
5701 22nd Avenue NW. The skatepark

is a 4,200 square feet intermediate level,
bowl style skatepark and is integrated into
a larger park, which also includes green
space and a plaza with a water feature.

Until December 2006 the City managed

a second skatepark, SeaSkate located at
the Seattle Center. The skatepark will be
removed to make room for the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation Campus,
however the City is actively looking for a
replacement location. The exact size of the
facility has not been determined.

Planned Seattle Parks and Recreation
Skateparks "
There are also plans to construct a District
skatepark (19,000 square feet) in Wood-
land Park just south of Green Lake. This
skatepark will have street and bowl features
designed for several skill levels. Construc-
tion will be under way in 2007.

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

A 3,200 square feet beginner skate facility

is in the design phase at Dahl Playfield in
northeast Seattle, and the community is cur-
rently raising funds for construction costs.
On Beacon Hill, the Jefferson Park Master
Plan has space set aside for a community
skatepark, but no funds are identified for
design or construction.

Other Skateparks

- Existing

There are other skateparks in Seattle that
are not officially affiliated with Parks. Mar-
ginal Way, a skatepark in the central south
area of the city, was built and is maintained
by skateboarders. Inner Space, an indoor
private “Pay to Play” skatepark is located on
Stone Way in the Fremont neighborhood.

- Planned

Sea Mar Community Health Center has
partnered with Grindline Skateparks and
the South Park Neighborhood Association
to design a 10,000 square feet skatepark in
South Seattle cailed River City Skatespot.
The group is fund raising for construction.
A skatespot is being discussed in the Roos-
evelt neighborhood underneath I-5 at 65th
Ave. NE. No funding for this skatespot is
identified. (See map on page 24 for loca-
tions)

Ballard Commons

Lower Woodland Park

o
Dahl Playfield
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Chapter 2: Skaters, Skateboarding & Skateparks

SKATEPARKS IN THE REGION
Task Force Field Trips

On two consecutive Saturdays in April, Task
Force members toured 13 different skate-
park facilities in surrounding jurisdictions to
determine where and how other cities had
sited and designed their skateparks. These
visits provided an understanding of how
siting decisions can affect the success or -
short-comings of skateparks. The most im-
portant conclusion drawn from these visits
was that skateparks integrated into larger
parks with high visibility and access had the
broadest appeal (See Appendix: Task Force
Skate Facility Visits). These site visits in-
fluenced the Task Force as they developed
siting criteria for the citywide plan.

Concurrent to the Task Force visiting skate-
parks, a group of students from the Uni-
versity of Washington Seattle developed a
map of skateparks in the region. Task Force
members, who do not skateboard, were
surprised to learn that Seattle ranked in the
lowest tier for ratio of skateparks to popu-
lation based on 2000 Census data. (See
Appendix: Skatepark Ratio Map)

10
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Surrounding Area Parks & Police
Department Perspectives

As part of the planning and educational
process, the consultant spoke with eight
local municipalities that operate skate-
parks in order to understand the day-to-
day impacts a skatepark may have on

a community. Additionally, in 2005, the
consultant also spoke with 12 different
town and cities in Washington and Oregon.
You can see the results of that report at:

(http://www.portlandonline.com/parks/index.

cfm?a=963448&c=40148).

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

The Parks and Police staff of eight munici-
palities reported that when skateparks are
highly visible, integrated into larger

active parks, or next to active roads,
minimal or no crime or drug usage is report--
ed. Skateparks that are hidden away from
public view and not integrated into a larger
park can have more problems. Park and
Police agencies stated that location and
visibility are the most important aspecits of
siting a successful skatepark.

Burien

Des Moines
_ Kent

Mill Creek

Renton

Shoreline

Woodinville

Gig Harbor

Puyallup
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Chapter 2: Skaters, Skateboarding & Skateparks

Injuries/100 Participants

Trash is generated at skateparks, just like
at any other heavily used parks facility. If
there is a routine maintenance/manage-
ment plan, litter should not become a
problem. Graffiti at skateparks does occur
and the faster graffiti is removed, the less
frequently it reoccurs. Therefore, it's impor-
tant to have a graffiti removal plan in place
when the facility opens. Only those skate-
parks sited very close to homes had reports
of noise complaints, which are primarily due
to due music and yelling, not noise gener-
ated by skateboards.

Unanimously, Parks and Police staff
reported that their skateparks were good in-
vestments. Even the Gig Harbor skatepark,
which due to lack of public visibility has
experienced more problems than any other
skatepark in therarea, is supported by the
Police Department. A spokesperson from
the Police said that the skatepark does
have its problems, but it is a positive activity
to provide for kids: “You've got to give them
something to do or they'll get into trouble.”
The skatepark was redesigned in October
2006 to increase visibility into the site.

Mill Cree

K

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
ABOUT SKATEPARKS

Liability

Liability for skateparks is just like any other
public sports facility — all sports are played
“at your own risk.” As such, the City of
Seattle is not liable for accidents. However,
skateboarding isn't as dangerous as most
people believe. (See sidebar)

Noise

Noise studies indicate that skateboards
produce intermittent noise: noise that occurs
occasionally from the ‘popping’ tails and
‘grinding’ of the aluminum trucks (a part on
skateboards) on the steel coping surfaces
(usually around the edges of skateparks).
These sounds are not sustained over

long periods of time. Studies have shown
that sounds emitted from skateparks are
diminished completely by other noises such
as traffic passing by and planes flying over.
Outside urban noises, such as loading
docks, automatic dumpsters and power
lawn mowers are often much higher that
sound made by skateboards.

(See Appendix: Noise Information)

Renton

12

SEATTLE PARKS AND RECREATION

i
[




Ch

Seattle’s System

n order to identify and recommend a
I range of types and sizes of skate-
parks to build, Task Force members
studied skateparks in the region,
looked at Portland, Oregon’s skate-
park system and researched types of
facilities built throughout the country.
Then based on their research and
experience the Task Force developed a
tiered skate facility system appropriate

for Seattle.

Shatespots

District Parks

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

apter 3: The Citywide System

TYPES & SIZES

The recommend Seattle skatepark system
consists of integrated skateabie terrain,
a.k.a., Skatedots, smaller neighborhood
Skatespots, medium-sized District skate-
parks, and one large Regional facility.
Please see the next two pages for descrip-
tions of each tier.

This system may evolve over time in
response to need and new opportunities.

District Parks

——

Skatespots

@ @
® e
@ ®
® @

Skatedots Skatedots
® &
. a Regional Facility .
& , ®
@ = &

District Parks District Parks
Skatespots Skatespots
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Chapter 3: The Citywide System

Skatedots

Skatedots

Skatedots are a unique concept and
throughout the planning process many citi-
zens expressed strong support for the idea.
The idea evolved based on a paper written
in 2005 by Task Force member, Matt John-
ston, titled “Integrated Skateable Terrain in
Seattle.” (See Appendix).

Skatedots, otherwise known as “integrated
skateable terrain,” can be seamlessly inte-
grated into small neighborhood parks and
throughout the city by identifying existing
spaces that already are or could be used
for skating. '

These elements are small, up to 1,500
square feet, and could be designed to
avoid .conflicts between skaters and other
park users. Thé illustration (upper left)
shows a simple raised embankment upon
which skateboarders, rollerskaters, roller-
bladers, and razor scooter enthusiasts can

‘hone their skills next to other types of play-

ground equipment, with a low-maintenance
integrated element.

Integrated skateable terrain can also
include benches, rails, and ledges that typi-
cally already exist in hardscaped areas.

Half BB Court

——————————————— Skatespot

Skatespots

Skatespots can range in size from 1,500
up to 10,000 square feet. These are con-
sidered neighborhood facilities that can
accommodate up to 13 users at a time and
are similar.in size to a basketball court or
single tennis court. Skatespots are often
designed to serve one skill level: either be-
ginner, intermediate, or advanced, because
there is not enough room to successfully
accommodate more than one skill level.

2,100 sq. ft. |

Terinis Coult 7,300 sq| ft. | Size Comparison

Can be 1,500 up

\

10 10,000 sq. ft.

'Comparison graphics are not to scale

14
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Districts Regional

District facilities can range in size from A regional facility is larger than 30,000
10,000 up to 30,000 square feet and are square feet and will attract users from
about the same size as two to four ten- around the region and possibly from around
nis courts. These skateparks are meant to the world if it is well designed. This facil-
serve a larger area than just a neighbor- ity will be considered the crown jewel of
hood and, depending on the layout, can Seattle’s system and can accommodate up
accommodate up to 30 users at a time. Due  to 300 users at time. All skill levels can be
to their larger size, a wider range of skill accommodated and the facility can include
levels can be accommodated. a variety of vertical (bowls) and transitional

(street) terrain. The facility should be large
enough to host regional competitions and
possibly produce revenue, not just through
the venue itself, but also through goods and
service purchased by visitors.

Regionals

an

Districts

Football Field 57,600 sq. ft.

Double Tenni
Court 13,200

Comparison graics are not to scale Comparison graphics are not to scale
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CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

The Foundation for Site Selection | Frame Work of Assumptions

nce the Task Force agreed on the
Osystem of sizes, site criteria were
developed for each size of skate facility.
These criteria ultimately became the foun-
dation for analyzing each nominated site.

FRAMEWORK OF ASSUMPTIONS
The Framework of Assumptions evolved
while developing the site criteria. There
were several criteria that the Task Force felt
should be applied to sites as a pre-cursor
to applying type specific criteria. An initial
draft of the Framework of Assumptions was
discussed with the community during the
first series of public meetings. Based on
public comment, the Task Force revised the
framework to respond to the concern of los-

ing open space and to clarify some ques-
tions regarding private property and recent
planning projects.

Designated Greenbelt
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Chapter 4: Site Criteria and Framework

SITE CRITERIA

The Task Force used public input, na-
tional siting criteria, Portland’s criteria, and
Seattle’s original Skateboard Park Policy,
to develop criteria most critical to select-
ing sites in Seattle’s unique, dense urban

environment. The site criteria are built on

a tiered system that reflects the different
types and sizes of skateparks proposed for
the Seattle system. Each tier includes the
baseline criteria.

Baseline Criteria, Apply to All Types:
 SKATESPOTS, DISTRICT and REGIONAL ] Y |

. Are compatible with existing uses (ex. Near an active area of the park rather than
contemplative space), consider adjacent uses, and adjacent landscaping/surfaces ; |

is compatible with safe skate surfaces
Skatespots [

« | imit off-site impacts to residential communities as consistent with city code, i.e.
noise and lighting |

+ Allow for clear, passive observation by parents, emergency services, police and the 3
public

+ Are in close proximity to public transit, and have good foot, bike and vehicular ac-
cess |

+ Are easily developable and have minimal construction impediments :

+ Allow for the creation of a safe and secure environment; providing for separation |
from vehicular traffic, vehicular and pedestrian access, and ease of routine mainte-
nance |

_ « Are located in a highly visible area with moderate to high pedestrian traffic, in an f
existing or new multi-purpose park, or in close proximity to other public facilities

+ Can be integrated into a larger park space that provides other park amenities

s Consider sun and shade and protection from rain and wind » [
» Include a space for size appropriate community viewing |

+ Consider the environment for the well being of skateboarders, including noise and o [
air quality

18 SEATTLE PARKS AND RECREATION 1
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Site Nominations

n June, a host of citizens and city de-
I partments, including Seattle Parks and
Recreation, the Seattle Department of
Transportation, the Port of Seattle, and
the Seattle School District, nominated 130
sites throughout the city for the Task Force
to analyze as potential locations for skate
facilities.

THE EVALUATION PROCESS
During the course of two months, the 130
sites were evaluated in the following
manner.

Framework Application

The evaluation team visited each site, ap-
plied the Framework of Assumptions, and
removed inappropriate sites. For example,
sites that did not have enough room for a
skate facility were removed from consider-
ation (e.g. Beacon Hill Playfield). Seventy
sites were removed during this phase of
analysis.

Full Site Analysis

Sites remaining after the Framework appli-
cation received a full site analysis. First, the
team determined the typef/size of facility ap-
propriate for the nominated location. Some
sites were nominated to be a specific type
of skatepark (Skatespot, District, Regional)
and some were nominated for general
consideration. If the site was nominated for

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

r5: Site_R_gcommendations

——

a specific type/size, the team determined
whether that size was appropriate. For
example, the area around the SDOT Inter-
urban Trail Project at Bitter Lake Reservoir
was nominated to be a Regional facility, but
was analyzed as a Skatedot based on the
area available.

After determining the appropriate type/size
of facility, the team completed an evaluation
sheet in the field, ranking each criterion on
a scale of 1-10 (one being the lowest, ten
being the highest). For example, a criterion
for a District site is “Are in close proximity to
water fountain, trash cans, rest room.”

If the site had all these amenities the crite-
rion received a score of 10.

Weighting the Criteria

Running paraliel to the site visits, weighted
scores were developed for each criterion
through a Task Force ranking process.
Then a score was calculated for each site
by applying the weighted criteria. (See Ap-
pendix: Alphabetized Individual Site Evalua-
tion Sheets).

Evaluated Sites

Discussed 30 Sites with the Community
The thirty sites scoring in the top 25% were
presented to the community at the second
series of public meetings. Based on com-
munity feedback and the goal to distribute
skate facilities equitably, the Task Force
eliminated the following sites; Cowen Park,
Westcrest Reservoir, Fairmount Playfield
and Denny Middle School Athletic Complex.
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A Note About the Reservoir Sites &
Northgate Park and Ride Lot

The Task Force is recommending that
future planning efforts at three reservoir
sites and the Northgate Park and Ride Lot
consider including skatepark facilities along
with other elements (such as ball fields,
basketball courts, play areas, etc.).

The reservoir sites are owned by Seattle
Public Utilities and are scheduled to be
converted to enclosed reservoirs covered
with concrete lids over the next fifteen '
years. Once the sites are covered by
Seattle Public Utilities, Parks may have the
opportunity to develop the sites as usable
open space (example: Cal Anderson Park
in Capitol Hill). Currently, no funding is
available to develop these sites into parks.
If funds become available to develop sites
into parks, there will be a full public plan-
ning process to establish design and use of
these spaces.

The Northgate Park and Ride Lot is in the
process of being acquired from King Coun-
ty Metro Transit by Parks. During 2007-08,
funds will be available for the planning and
design of the future park at this site. A full
planning process will commence with the
neighborhood to determine the nature of
the park. A skatepark may or may not be
included in the final design based on com-
munity desire, but including a skatepark in
the design dialogue is recommended by
the Task Force.

THE RESULTS

The Task Force recommends these (see
opposite page) sites for development as
funding becomes available.

These sites were discussed with Seattle
Parks and Recreation. Parks staff generally
concur with the Task Force recommenda-
tions, with the exception of the West Seattle
Stadium site. Parks does not recommend
the inclusion of the West Seattle Stadium
site as it is to be reserved for future golf
course driving range development.

22
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TASK FORCE RECOMMENDED SITES
NORTHWEST =/ . CENTRAL WEST CENTRAL EAST

; Maple Lea‘f Réservqif
Northgate Park & Ride Lot
A‘Rqosevelt

S -
-

SKATESPOT ‘ ;
Judkins Park/Judge Charles
M. Stokes Overlook
Pratt Park

SOUTHWEST SOQUTHEAST

Brighton Playfield

Delridge Playfield  John C. Little Park

Roxhill Park
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Chapter 6: Costs, Funding Resources & Priorities

e —

Maintenance and operations costs based on
existing and proposed facilities for a District
level skatepark, at approximately 20,000
G rindline, a company that designs and square feet, run in the range of $24,000

Once a Skatepark is Approved for
Development - What Next?

build skateparks, worked with Parks annually. These costs estimates are taken
to develop planning level cost estimates from the Lower Woodland Skatepark Project
for the different types of facilities outlined Proposal.

in the Citywide Plan. These costs provide a
framework for citizens to start fund rais-
ing for approved facilities. The Task Force
also developed a list of prioritized sites for
funding.

PLANNING LEVEL COST

ESTIMATES FOR SKATEPARK
TYPOLOGIES

Planning level cost estimates are in 2006
dollars, unless otherwise noted. Square
footage cost estimates were provided by
Grindline and include mobilization, Tempo-
rary Erosion Sediment Control, compaction,
excavation, formwork, concrete work and LONERWOODIAND SKTEPARK
finishing. Estimates do not include land- =
scaping, irrigation, benches, etc. (See chart
below).

Taék Férc?memer visit Lower
Woodland site

THE CITYWIDE SYSTEM

Up to 10,000 sq ft. . | Approximately $40.00 persq.ft. | ‘Up:to $64‘0,000‘

Skatespot

Note: Per square foot construction costs are adjusted to include design, management, sales tax, and other costs to show total

development costs.
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PAC Representatives

- VreSidéntsr'Wénti' :
to getajump start

on building a skate-
park for kids in their

_neighborhood, the
_Citywide Plan pro-

_vides them witha

pre-screened and

approved site.”

- Matt Johnston,

SPAC Rerprésentative
' and Task Force

Member

FUNDING RESOURCES

There are several ways in which com-
munities can attain funding for the skate
facilities recommended in the Citywide
Plan. Neighborhood groups can apply to
the Department of Neighborhoods Match-
ing Fund Award Program, which has Small
and Simple Awards ($15,000), and Large
Project Fund Awards ($100,000) available
to community groups for planning, design,
and construction work. Groups can also ap-
ply to foundations such as the Tony Hawk
Foundation to acquire funds.

The Seattle Parks and Recreation’s Skate
Park Advisory Committee (SPAC), is an
advisory group who provides guidance to
the Parks Department on skatepark
issues. SPAC has developed a “recipe
book” for community groups to use when
seeking to raise funds for an approved
skateboard facility. The “recipe book” walks
through a step-by-step process designed to
assist communities to make a skatepark a
reality. In addition to fund raising informa-

tion, the web site also contains information

about skatepark advocacy & organization,
planning and design. See http.//www.par-
ents4sk8parks.org/spac/Fundraising.html.

Skaters for Public Skateparks is also a
resource for fund raising information. See
http:/iwww.skatersforpublicskateparks.org.

PRIORITIZED PROJECTS FOR
FUNDING REQUEST

The Task Force recommends that the
following priority projects be considered
for funding, for future planning, design and
construction.

-—

P

Judkins Park/Judge Charles M.
Stokes Overlook (Skatespot)
Planning level cost estimates are up to
$640,000 depending on the final design
and size of the facility.

Roxhill Park (Skatespot)

Planning level cost estimates are up to
$640,000 depending on the final design
and size of the facility.

Dahl Skatespot
$205,000 is needed to complete con-
struction of the approved plans.

Jefferson Master Plan

(District facility)

The current Pro Parks Levy Master
Plan for Jefferson Park includes a
place holder for a District sized skate-
park. The Task Force recommends
adding funds to Pro Parks Levy money
to facilitate planning, design and
construction work. Planning level cost
estimates are approximately $1 million,
depending on the final design and size
of the facility.
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5. Delridge Playfield (Skatespot) :
Planning level cost estimates are upto [ “1 have lots of friends around Deirlgde (Playfield) that

0 skate with, but have to travel to e:ther SeaSkate or

‘Burlen (to skate), which i is a pam It would be GREAT to

$640,000 depending on the final design
and size of the facility.

6. Brighton Playfield (Skatespot) _ build one here. | would skate a!most every day 1 love -
A Pro Parks Levy project is scheduled this |dea and would really enjoy |t lf a skatepark |s buﬂt
for 2007/2008 to develop a science V,fhere ” szen ccmment ' . , :
park in conjunction with the middle
school next to the site. Physics could
be studied and illustrated (and fun!)
by incorporating skateable terrain into
the science park. Planning level cost
estimates are up to $640,000 depend-
ing on the final design and size of the

facility.

Additionally, Parks requests the

inclusion of:
7. A Skatespot Pot ‘ y ,
This ‘pot’ of $160,000 would allow Judkins Park/ Stokes Overlook

Parks to implement skateable elements
and wading pool modifications. Plan-
ning level cost estimates to implement-
these modifications are approximately
$16,000 each.

Roxhill Park
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= Citywide Recommendations

he following recommendations repre-
Tsent the groundwork for future facilities
and design, however they do not preclude
additional future opportunities for skate
facilities or skateable terrain development
not specifically identified in the Citywide
Skatepark Plan. These recommendations
set the stage for creating an intentionally
skateable Seattle.

The Skatepark Advisory Task Force
offer the following recommendations to
implement the Citywide Skatepark Plan:

A, ADOPT THE CITYWIDE TYPOLOGY
SYSTEM

See Chapter Three for a description of the
recommended Citywide System.

B. APPLY THE DEVELOPED
FRAMEWORK OF ASSUMPTIONS

See Chapter Four for the full Framework of
Assumptions. '

C. ADOPT SKATEPARK SITING
CRITERIA

See Chapter Four for site criteria for
each type of facility recommended in the
Citywide System.

Chapter 7: Recommendations

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

D. ADOPT LIST OF RECOMMENDED
SITES FOR DEVELOPMENT AS
FUNDING BECOMES AVAILABLE.

See Chapter'Five for the types and lo-
cations of the recommended sites. The
appendix (Site Details) includes detailed
information for each site including, on-site

and adjacent uses, and a summary of public

comment.

E. CONSIDER POTENTIAL
SKATEPARKS ON FUTURE LIDDED
RESERVOIR SITES AND NORTHGATE
PARK & RIDE LOT '

The reservoir sites identified in this plan
and Northgate Park and Lot represent large
parcels of land with the potential to accom-
modate the desires of a wide-range of park
users. See Chapter Five for further details.

F. PROVIDE FUNDS FOR THE
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
PRIORITIZED PROJECTS

See Chapter Six for a list of prioritized sites
and planning level cost estimates.

G. FILL GAPS IN CITYWIDE
SYSTEM

There are obvious gaps in the current
geographic distribution of facilities in
the plan. Therefore the Task Force
recommends:

Myrtle Reservoir

“What a nice obpdr-"' |

tunity tdci'eate,rg:ree'h
 space with adjoining
recreational space

for a skatepark. Why

not daylight Thorton

Creek and weave

skatepark featu’re}é) .

through and over the

creek at Northgaté.”

- Citizen comment
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Chapter 7: Recommendations

G.1 Consider integrating skateparks in
future park acquisition and development
design dialogues.

a. In keeping with the North Downtown
Park Plan, continue to pursue collab-
orative options with Seattle City Light
substation development for possible
park and skateboard siting

b. Consider options for skate facilities if
the Aurora corridor is lidded

¢. Strive for a facility in the Georgetown
area

d. Consider skate facilities in Greenwood
Park expansion

e. Consider skate facilities at any new
Park facilities in the Downtown or
Capitol Hill area

G.2 Consider integrating Skatedots into
the future waterfront planning efforts.

Additionally, Parks recommends the
following:

G.3 Allow use of wading pools for
skateboarding during non-summer use
Incorporate skateable elements inside
various wading pools, adding coping
around the pool, or making some safety
improvements to wading pools in areas that
lack opportunities for skate facilities.

The following list of wading pools represent
those areas that are currently used for
skating by the local community and pools
that help fill geographic gaps in facility
distribution:

»  East Queen Anne Playfield

. - Sandel Playground

+  Georgetown Playfield

+  Beacon Hill Playfield

+  South Park Playfield

+  Gilman Playfield

»  \Volunteer Park

+  Powell Barnett Park

H. ACTION ITEMS FOR SEATTLE
PARKS AND RECREATION AND THE
SKATEPARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(SPAC)

H.1 Consider industrial site options
The site criteria developed in this plan
seek to integrate skateboarding into park
settings. However, there may be sites in
industrial areas, under bridges, etc., that
do not met the established site criteria, but
have potential for a skate facility.

East Queen Anne Playfield wading
pool with skateable “hump”
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H.2 Work with Community Center Staff
{maintenance and operations....crew
chiefs,....) to allow skateboarding, when
appropriate, on hardscapes surrounding
facilities.

The Task Force recommends that Parks
work with Community Center staff to
identify areas that could be used for
skating. Instead of putting in skate stoppers
and posting “No skateboarding allowed,”
“Okay to skate here” signs could be posted,
skate stoppers removed and skateable
furniture (skateboard wear and tear
resilient) installed.

H.3 Build Partnerships

a.  Work with the Seattle Police Depart-
ment to make skateboarding legal
throughout the city in designated plac-
es. For example, Portland, Oregon has
signs posted throughout the downtown
core denoting skateboarding routes.

b. Foster relationships with private
developers to educate them about
skateboarding and the Skatedot idea.
Developers may be open to the
idea of incorporating skateable terrain,
i.e. Skatedots, into new developments
and associated open space if they
understand more about the sport and
the benefits of skateboarding. This is
one way to build positive relationships
with the private sector, which has

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

often times been in opposition to
skateboarding. It may also be a way to
incorporate more skateable terrain into
the downtown core and citywide.

Northgate Community Center

"‘A'vt'h‘c:mugh plan, accompanied by site recommen-
_ dations, aﬁd implementation guidance is a splendid
7 prod&ct’ it ma’y'be that an additiohalrrret:ori';mehdation,
emphasazmg potentlal future skate opportumtles wou[d
 be helpful. | am particularly mterested in what | have

learned from the Task Force concernmg skatedots and
integrating skating opportumtles into streetscapelland- -
scape design, with the notion that the next step is to
_make skate design a known, predictable element of pro;-
_ ect decision-making.” . '
- George Blomberg, Task Force Chair
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Chapter 7: Recommendations

¢. The Task Force further recommends
that city departments work to incorpo-
rate broad thinking and integrate skate
design principles into normal project
review processes.

e. Additionally, the Task Force recom-
mends that SPAC act as interface and
work with the city and the community,
on skatedot opportunities.

J. DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS

J.l Accommodate different skill levels in
park design, including street style and
transitional elements - -

When space is available every opportunity
should be made to accommodate different
skill levels and include street style and
transitional elements. This will help attract

a broad range of users and make the
facilities family-friendly. Furthermore, older
skaters who have worked so hard to get

Covered Skatepark in Lincoln City, Oregon

safe, legal places to skate are often good
stewards of skateparks and can serve as a
good role models for younger skaters.

J.2 Hire Reputable Skatepark Firms
Reputable skatepark firms should be

hired as part of the team for design and
construction of Seattle’s skatepark system.

J.3 Cover Some Facilities

During the public process, the Task Force
heard repeated requests for Parks to cover
some of the facilities. This is an added
expense and is not necessary for the all the
facilities, however it should be considered,
at least in part, in future park design for
the District skateparks. Also, a Regional
skatepark should be at least partially
covered, to maximize the investment by
attracting users year round.
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: The Pacmc Northwest desprte the ramy chmate is famous
for its skate frlendlmess Seattle can enhance this reputa-
_tion by creatmg a c:ty where skateboardmg is embraced

‘ and enccuraged Thrs p!an is a first step towards that goal.

= thmk thls isa real!y awesome and optlmrstrc plan.” ,'
- Cltrzen comment
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Appendix A - Site Summaries

NORTHWEST RECOMMENDED SITES

Trail Cracterlstlcs
Bike and pedestrian path. Recently completed Pro Parks Levy project with green space and

Interurban trail connection to Shoreline, room for skateable terrain
Adjacencies

Businesses, reservoir, housing, landscaping. This is a long trail with a multitude of uses.run-
ning adjacent ‘
Comments
There is support from the Bitter Lake community for Skatedots along the trail. Parks would

need to coordinate work with SDOT.

On-Site Uses
Play area, wading pool, basketball court, picnic area + Area under consideration is walkway

through park =
Adjacencies e
Single family in each direction.

Comments :
The limited public comment is not supportive of site, due to concerns about potential path

user conflicts. There may be more support for a skatespot than for a skatedot. Converting the
wading pool to a skatespot for the nine months of the year when it is not in use as a wading
pool is another option. This area of the city has very.limited opportunities for locations to site
a skate facility, and this location can fill a hole.in-t )

On-Site Uses
Play barn, under cover. plcnlc area
consideration includes exrstrng ramps,
Adjacencies -
Gasworks Park is separated by a.large parking lot and buffer of frees on the north side. The
Burke-Gilman Trail, a pedestiian/bike path, runs just north of the park. Lake Union is adja-

cent in the other directions.
Comments

The area recommended is already skated and no major structural changes are suggested.

The idea here is to make the area safer for skating, not to build a new facility. There is gen-
eral support for the site. Friends of Gas Works Park expressed opposition to a structure at

the play area. They are supportive of skateboarding in general, however.

il winds through site, kite flying is popular « Area under
tairs and handrails.
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Appendix A - Site Summaries

NORTHEAST RECOMMENDED SITES

Lake City Playground - SKATEDOT
On-Site Uses
On-site uses: playarea, basketball court, picnic area, perimeter pathway « Allows for

clear, passive observation « Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicle access * Vis-
ible area with moderate pedestrian traffic « Close proximity to single family housing &;
Adjacencies £
Muiti-family south and east, commercial area to east buffered by trees. lerary, com-
munity center and school one block away across 125th.

Comments

Public comments generally oppose a skatespot at Lake City Playground; however,
a small skatedot at this location can fill a hole in the geographic gap and provide an
opportunity for skate boarding in the area. Other locations were suggested: next to
QFC at N 127,and at the intersection of N 130 and N 1st.

On-Site Uses
On-site uses: Bldg 2 currently used for indoor sports ‘but those activities are moving
to the bundmg just northwest The Seattle Mountalneer orgamzatlon is movmg into

growing sports complex « Room for concessmns » Existing parking lot » Safe & se-
cure for pedestrians and vehlcq!arvgccess J Good proximity to public transportation

Adjacencies

See above. East & South is park. Westacross 4 lanes of traffic and parking lot is
multi-family.

Comments ,

Public comments were limited, but primarily positive. A few stated concern that the
hould be Iocated toward the center of town for easier acceSSIblllty

SITE ACREAGE 43 37 acres (does not include the acreage for Maple Leaf PF,
which is adjacent)

Site will be lidded in 2013 + No current plans for site « Site allows for clear, passive
observation + Close proximity to public transit

Includes space for community viewing

Adjacencies

Single-family housing north and east. Maple Leaf Playfield and play area south,
neighborhood commercial west.

Comments

There is general opposition from neighbors directly adjacent to the reservoir. Com-
munity response centers mainly around design issues. Citizens are concerned about
the parking, lighting, and noise that a skate facility might generate. The site remains
on the list because concerns can be addressed in the siting and design processes
that will take place with the community.
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NORTHEAST RECOMMENDED SITES

SITE ACREAGE: 3.73 acres

Currently used as a Metro King County Park & Ride Lot « Future park site « Allows
for clear passive observation ¢+ Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicular access
Good public transportation, including future lightrail » Highly visible « High pedestrian g
traffic

Adjacenc:es

Multi-family west, north and east. Big box development (Target, Best Buys; GI Joe,
etc.) south. Northgate Mall is one block south of development). Communlty center
several blocks south

Comments B
This site is currently a lit parking lot and therefore is considered a “gray-to-gray” opportunity. The site remains

on the'list due to a number of factors.

Most public comments support the site; however, there is a group opposed to locating a skate facility of any
size on the site. Those opposed want passive green space. Those in support feel that the desire for green
space and the desire for a skate facility can be accommodated by park design. The site is large enough to
meet the desire to have green space and a skate facility.

This site is highly visible, located next to a commercial shopplng district, and has high pedestrian and vehicu-
lar traffic. It is easily accessible by public transportation, including planned light rail. It is also an important
site in meeting the goal of geographic distribution. The northern sector of the city has limited parks in which a
skate facility is appropriate. A facility at Northgate could help fill the gap.

The Northgate Neighborhood.Plan includes the following recommendation: 1.G. 12.1 C. Active Park — on the
existing Metro Park-and-Ride lot at Fifth Avenue NE. The City’s response was: The City is exploring purchase
of King County’s 5th Avenue NE Park & Ride Lot for development of a park and possibly community facilities.

g and desidn will start in 2007/2008. A skatepark could be considered in future plan-

Funding for site planr )
evelopment if so desired by the community during the parking planning process

ning and design for pat
public.

n-Slte Uses
SITE ACREAGE: 18.74 acres (not including acreage for Froula Park, which is adja- {;

cent)

Site will be lidded in 2013 « No current plans for site » Site allows for clear, passive
observation ¢ Close proximity to public transit

Adjacencies
Single-family housing to east, west, & north. Froula Playground to the south

Comments
Public comments were limited and are split between positive and negative. The majority of concerns center

around design and parking issues.
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Appendix A - Site Summaries

CENTRAL EAST RECOMMENDED SITES

se
Paved Seattle Department of Transportation area under I-5 freeway
Adjacencies

I-5 Interstate directly overhead, heavily travelled arterials to north & south

Comments o
There is overall general support for this site, with some concern expressed about am-

bient noise levels. This site would require coordination and approval for skate-able ele-
ments to be installed by Seattle Department of Transportation and Washlngton State
Department of Transportation.

On-Site Uses
The top of the pool is the location under consideration and is already skated. There are engi-

neering challenges to modifying the pool rooftop, which would be taken into account during theg=
design phase. There is solid community support. '
Adjacencies

High School south, community center and park north & east

Comments

There is overall general support for this site, with some concern expressed about am-
bient noise levels. This site would require coordination .and approval for skate-able ele-
ments to be installed by Seattle Department of Transportation and Washington State
Department of Transportation.

Judkins Park/ Judge Charles M. Stokes Overlook -
SKATESPOT

On-Site Uses s
Large park with basketball court estroom play area, picnic area, water feature « On pedes-

trian/bike path « Good"proxmt, 0 public transit « Moderate pedestrian traffic

Adjacencies
Several ball fields north
over 1-90 lid to south
Comments

The community is excited about working together to determine the best location and to
create a design reflective of the desires of the community. Some residents expressed
limited concerns, mostly centered on loss of open space.

i-family east, single-family west, park continues south and east
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CENTRAL EAST RECOMMENDED SITES

Miller Playfield - SKATESPOT

On-Site Uses
Play area, water feature, ball field, tennis courts, soccer field, community center » Good proximity to
public transit » Safe and secure for pedestrians and vehicles * View into site obstructed from street
level « Moderate pedestrian traffic

Adjacencies -
Middle School to northeast, community center and ball fields south, housing to east across 4 lane -
arterial

Comments

This is a very active site and would help to serve this sector of the city. Limited pubhc econcern and
support were expressed.

Praﬂ Park - SKATESPOT
On-Slte Uses

tation » Safe and secure for pedestrians and vehicles « Moderate pedestrian trafflc
Adjacencies
Multi-family to east & west, Pratt Fine Arts Center south, nelghbo hood commercna! north
Comments

Parks received no written comments regarding this site. However,’ Parks did receive strong support
from the neighborhood association, who invited a Parks representative to speak at a meeting regard-
ing the prospect of locating a skate facility in-the par

Play area, water feature, basketball court, picnic area, restrooms *Good proximity to pubhc franspor-
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Appendix A - Site Summaries

CENTRAL WEST RECOMMENDED SITES

On-Site Uses
Community Center, outdoor pool, play area, ball fields, picnic area * Very active park

* Allows for clear passive observation « High pedestrian traffic « “Dot” suggested for
pathway

Adjacencies
Community Center northeast, K-8 School to north, commercial business to east,

multi-family south.

Comments

There is strong support from the neighborhood and Magnolia Advisory Council. The
council is already fund raising. Pathway will need to be reconfigured to prevent ADA |:
conflicts.

Trail Characteristics 7 1

Bike and pedestrian path along waterfront « Dot* suggested for pathway
Adjacencies B )

Path rlins adjacent to Puget Sound on the west, through industrial areas north &

east, and meets the Sculpture Park on the south
Comments ;
There is general support, although there is some concern about potential path user

conflicts. Pedestriansitise the shore side path and bicyclists use the bike path. Con-
flict could be avoided by:creating a small skatespot separate from the pathway.
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SOUTHWEST RECOMMENDED SITES

Trail Characteristics
Existing pedestrian/bike pathway already skated
Adjacencies

Alki Beach, Alki Bathhouse, multifamily housing businesses

Comments
Alki is already heavily skated. There is general public support although there is some

concern about potential path user conflicts. Skate elements should be placed in con-
junction with the area currently skated around the renovated bathhouse.

Hiawatha Playfield - SKATESPOT

On-Site Uses

Play area, tennis courts, wading pool, sports field, restrooms, community center ¢
Very active park * Heavily programmed « Highly visible area ¢ Olmsted desighed
park and a Landmarked site

Adjacencies

Single family housing located on north & west side, lighted ball fields to south &

Comments
The site received general community support with limited: concern. Friends of Seat-

tle’s Olmsted Parks conditionally support use of this site for a skate facility.

Delridge Playfield - SKATESPOT

On-Site Uses ‘ . 3
Play area, tennis courts, wading pool, pichic area, restrooms, community center * Ac-

tive park + Allows for clear passive observatlon Safe & Secure for pedestrians and
vehicular access T

Adjacencies
Single family housing Iocated on north & west side, lighted ball fields to south &

north

Comments
This is a heavily used par
Public comments were mostly

-with- 'Féat site amenities and room to include a skatespot.
uppotrtive, with some concern expressed.

Roxhill Park - SKATESPOT

On-Site Use§ ) . . i
Play area, picnic area, restrooms, parking lot, practice soccer field * Allows for clear

passive ohservation + Safe & Secure for pedestrians ¢ High pedestrian traffic « Close !
proximity to public transit vehicular access

Adjacencies

Wetland restoration park project to east including Longfellow Legacy Creek Trail,
single-family housing south and west, Target store and outdoor shopping mall north,

Comments
This site received solid community support. There was no opposition.
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Appendix A - Site Summaries

SOUTHWEST RECOMMENDED SITES

On-Site Uses
On site uses: Football stadium and public golf course * Impacts to residents minimal

» Offers adequate separation from other facilities at site + Potential for near-by action
sports « Possibility of lighting (stadium lighted) « Not easily observable/visible from
street ¢ Public transit moderate :
Adjacencies -

Golf course east & south, buffered multi-family west, track & stadium north
Comments

There is wide spread community support for this site.

Adjacencles
Single family housing located on south & west side, community center north,

Seattle Housing Authority multi-family {plans for redevelopment)
Comments

There is general support for this site with limited concern from adjacent residences. It is important to note that
half the support comes from the skateboard community and half is from neighbors who do not want a skate
facility located at Myrtle Reservoir, which is two blocks away. Those who oppose this site feel that High Point
is an active park and should_continue to be so, while Myrtle should be developed as a passive park.

On-Site Uses
SITE ACERAGE: 5.67 acres
Currently undergoing a lidding process * No current plans for site * Site allows
for clear, passive observatlon Close proximity to public transit

Adjacencies

Single-family housmg located south, west, & north. East is heavy traveled 35th

Comments

There is strong opposition from neighbors directly adjacent to the reservoir. Most concerns center around
design issues and perceptions of skate facilities as unsafe and attracting undesirable behavior. Citizens are
concerned about the parking, lighting, and noise that a skate facility might generate. Most letters and e-mails
suggested placing a facility at High Point Community Center instead.
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SOUTHEAST RECOMMENDED SITES

Brighton Playfield - SKATESPOT

On-Site uses:
Lighted ball fields, play area, tennis courts, restrooms, « Allows for clear, pas-
sive observation + Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicle access ¢ Visible
area with moderate pedestrian traffic « Pro Parks Levy science project slated for
2007

Adjacencies

Single family to east, west and north. Middle School to south.

Comments

There was little public comment on this site and it remains on the list to serve
the southeast sector of the City.

A Pro Parks Levy project is scheduled in 2007/2008 to develop a science 'park
in conjunction with the middle school. Skateboard elements could embrace )
physics components.

John C. Little Park - SKATESPOT

On-Site uses:
Several basketball courts, play area + Active park * Allows for clear passive.ob-
servation + Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicular access * Good public
transportation, including light rail- Park located in new dense- SHA housmg de-
velopment T
Adjacencies
Single and multi-family housing to east & west, park facmtles to north & south
Comments

There was little public comment on thi
the southeast sector of the City.

:site and it remains on the list to serve

Lit soccer field, play area, dog off:leash area, restrooms « Safe & Secure for pe
destrians and vehicular access + Large park, not heavily programmed, has ex-
pansion potential - Good:visibility « Moderate pedestrian traffic

visibility + Moderate pede n traffic

Adjacencies .
Community:Center to west, ‘park area south, single-family housing north and

east
Comments

Some members of the commumty feel that a location that meets the following
criteria would be a better location for a skate facility than the area that was ana-
lyzed
Closer to lit soccer fields
» Across from park maintenance building
+  West side of the Community Center — where the tennis courts are
+ There are also significant geotechnical issues associated with portions of
this Parks site since it is a former sanitary landfill

On-Site uses:
Community Center with pool, baseball fields, play area, lighted tennis courts,
picnic area, restrooms, parking lot « Good proximity to public transit including
light rail which is under construction « Safe & Secure for pedestrians and vehicu
lar access * New School on site }
Adjacencies

Rainier Avenue runs east, community center to west, single-family to north
Comments

There was little public comment on this site and it remains on the list to serve
the southeast sector of the City.
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Appendix B - Citywide Skatepark Plan Resolution

Resolution Number: 30843

A RESOLUTION relating to skateboarding in the City of Seattle; recognizing its importance as
a healthy and popular recreational activity; establishing a skateboard advisory task force to
develop a comprehensive citywide Skatepark Plan; and stating the City's resolve to establish a
network of skateparks of various sizes.

Date introduced/referred: February 13, 2006 Date adopted: February 21, 2006 Status:
Adopted Vote: 7-0 (Excused: Conlin, Licata) Committee: Parks, Education, Libraries and
Labor Sponsor: DELLA '

Index Terms: STATING-POLICY, RECREATIONAL—ACTIVITIES PUBLIC- REGULATIONS
PARKS

Text

RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION relating to skateboarding in the City of Seattle; recognizing its importance as
a healthy and popular recreational activity; establishing a skateboard advisory task force to
develop a comprehensive citywide Skatepark Plan; and stating the City's resolve to establish a
network of skateparks of various snzes

WHEREAS, the City.of Seattle recognlzes skateboarding as a healthy and popular recreational
activity; and ,

WHEREAS, nationwide more than 11 million people from all ages and backgrounds participate
in and enjoy skateboarding for recreation and sport, making it one of the fastest growing sports
in North America which continues to gain popularity as a healthy activity; and

WHEREAS, studies have found that skateboarding is safer than soccer and baseball on an
accident-per-participant basis; and

WHEREAS, skateboarding plays a key role in promoting physical fitness, self esteem, and a
sense of belonging; and
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Appendix B - Citywide Skatepark Plan Resolution

WHEREAS, studies have dispelled myths about skateboarding and skateparks, shown that
skateparks do not contribute to serious crime, and found that integrating the park within the
community is important for siting skateparks; and

WHEREAS, a lack of public places within the City of Seattle to skate has forced many
skateboarders to occupy transitional spaces or public properties; and

WHEREAS, the City of Seattle through its Department of Parks and Recrea’uon encourages
healthy recreatlonal activities and sports, and to the extent possible seeks to accommodate
these activities and sports; and

WHEREAS, skateboarding requires ample terrain and facilities to appropriately accommodate
this rapidly growing sport; and

WHEREAS, skateboarders, as the users of such terrain and facilities, should have sufficient
opportunity to provide lnput and to part|0|pate in the siting and de3|gn of such terrain and
facilities; and

WHEREAS, the City of Seattle seeks to gain the input and knowledge of skateboarders and
other experts from the skateboardmg community on integrating into the City's appropriate
recreational mfrastructures a network of skateparks of various sizes; and

WHEREAS, the City of Seattle through its Department of Parks and Recreation can serve its
skateboarding community through appropriate planning; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Parks and Recreation's long term plans currently don't include
skateparks, and only recently have begun planning for the development of individual
skateboarding sites; and
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WHEREAS, other local jurisdictions have benefited significantly from engaging stakeholders of
the skateboarding community in a strategic planning process to map out a course for serving
skateboarders; and

WHEREAS, decisions about where, how many, and what types of public skateparks would
best serve the City of Seattle do require both consideration of a broad range of stakeholder
perspectives, as well as decision making that is characterized to the greatest extent by
objectivity and freedom from political pressures;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE THE MAYOR

CONCURRING THAT:

Section 1. The City of Seattle recognizes skateboardlng as a underserved by the City's
parks infrastructure. Therefore, the City shall develop a comprehensive skatepark system plan
to address this growing demand. '

Section 2. The City of Seattle hereby-establishes a Skatepark Advisory Task Force (Task
Force) to develop a recommended comprehensive Seattle skatepark system plan. The Task
Force, with the assistance of a consultant and with staffing support from the Department of
Parks and Recreation, is requested to carry out the duties defined below in the following
sections. Upon comp|et|on of said duties, the Task Force shall dissolve unless otherwise
authorized by future legislation. Meetings of the Task Force will be open to the public uniess,
had the Task Force been subject to Chapter 42.30 RCW, that law would not have required that
the meeting or portion of the meeting be open to the public.

Section 3. The Task Force shall be comprised of the following: a citizen representative of the
Department of Parks and Recreation's Skate Park Advisory Committee; two representatives of
skateboarding and/or skatepark advocacy groups; a planning or landscape architecture
professional; a representative of the Department of Parks and Recreation; a representative of
the Department of Transportation; and five at-large members representing a variety of
community perspectives. Employees of any government agency shall be non-voting, but
otherwise fully participating members. The representatives of the Department of Parks and
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Appendix B - Citywide Skatepark Plan Resolution

Recreation and of the Department of Transportation are to be selected by the Mayor or his or
her designee. A Task Force chair and all other members of the Task Force shall be jointly
selected by the Mayor and the Chair of the City Council's Committee on Parks, Neighborhoods
and Education (PNE) or its successor.

Section 4. The Department of Parks and Recreation shall staff the Task Force and,
subject to approval of the Chair of the PNE Committee, hire a consultant or consultants to work
with the Skatepark Advisory Task Force. A member or a designee of the City Council's PNE
Committee and two representatives from the Task Force shall participate in the development
of the consultant Request for Proposals (RFP) process and in the consultant selection
process.

Section 5. The consultant(s), working in conjunction with the Skatepark Advisory Task
Force and the Department of Parks and Recreation, shall develop a proposed plan for building
a citywide network of safe and accessible skatable terrain and skateparks. The consultant(s),
Task Force and the Department of Parks and Recreation shall work together to exchange
appropriate information pertinent to developing-a proposed plan.

Section 6. Any recomm,ie'ﬁdediplan;forwarded for Council approval and adoption for a
Seattle skatepark system shall include:

a) the establishment of skgtepark siting criteria (using existing data from studies such as
Portland's The Urban Grind, Skateparks: Neighborhood Perceptions and Planning Realities),

b) identification and recommendations on a range of types and sizes of skateparks to be built;

c) an assessment of the current supply of Seattle skate facilities, including an evaluation of the
functionality of existing facilities and how these facilities meet skaters' (of all skill levels)
interests, and where improvements may be desired;

d) an evaluation of the overall demand for skateparks in Seattle and in specific neighborhoods
of Seattle;
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e) identification of neighborhoods and other parts of the city that lack skate facilities or terrain;

f) identification of parks, other potential city property, Port of Seattle property, and/ or Seattle
School District property that may be functional for the development of skateparks;

g) estimated projected costs for the development of a Seattle skatepark system including cost
estimates for development of individual terrain or facilities;

h) identification and evaluation of potential funding sources; and _

i) a proposed development timeline including significant phases, milestones and a prioritization
of projects suitable for funding and development.

The planning process shall include and be based itj'pon outreach to appropriate community and
district Councils, schools, youth recreation organizations, chambers of commerce and other
neighborhood-level support orgamzatlons

Section 7. The Skatepark Advisory Task Force and consultant(s) shall jointly provide and
present a draft proposed plan to the Council's PNE Committee for review and comment on the
draft plan. After the Task Force reviews comments from the Council's PNE Committee, the
Task Force and the consultant shall jointly provide to the Board of Parks Commlssuoners a
proposed plan no later than December 15, 2006. The Executive shall present a final proposed
plan by January 31, 2007 to the City Council for possible adoption.

Section 8. Adoption of this resolution and support for the establishment of a plan for a
Seattle skatepark system shall not delay or halt existing efforts to plan, design and construct
skateparks in Seattle. In proposing funding for the 2007-2008 Biennial Budget, the
Superintendent may make recommendations to the Executive for the implementation of
phases of a proposed skatepark plan. These recommendations may be implemented as part
of the Department of Parks and Recreation's future Capital Improvement Planand related
budget, which will be proposed by the Mayor and considered by City Council.
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Appendix B - Citywide Skatepark Plan Resolution

Adopted by the City Council the day of , 2006,
and sighed by me in open session in authentication of its adoption

this day of , 2006.

President of the City Council

THE MAYOR CONCURRING:

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this____ day of 2006,

City Clerk
(Seal)
TMWN/SM
skatepark_reso_v10.doc
February 1, 2006

version #10

52

SEATTLE PARKS AND RECREATION




CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

Appendix C - Parks Skatepark Policy

Department Policy & Procedure

City of Seattle

Subject:  Skateboard Park Policy Number 060-P 7.18

Effective August 14, 2003

Supersedes N/A

Approved:;

feo /B o

Department. Parks & Recreation | Page 1of 3

1.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

PREFACE

Seattle Parks and Recreation recognizes skateboarding as a healthy and popular recreational
activity and a legitimate use to be accommodated in the parks system. The Department secks to
develop skateboard parks at selected sites in the city to serve a variety of skill levels.

PURPOSE

To create a policy, general criteria and guidelines for the development and operation of skateboard
parks in Seattle parks.

ORGANIZATIONS AFFECTED

3.1 Seattle Parks and Recreation

3.2 Seattle park users including members of the skateboarding community
REFERENCES

4.1 Seattle Park and Recreation Plan 2000

42 Public Involvement Policy for Proposals to Acquire Propetty, Initiate Funded Capital
Projects, or Make Changes to a Park or Facility 060-P1.9.2

POLICY
5.1  Ttis the policy of Seattle Parks and Recreation:

5.1.1 To seek public input on the development and operation of skateboard parks in a
manner consistent with Reference 4.2.

5.1.2  To develop publicly-owned skateboard parks in the City of Seattle consistent with
Reference 4.1. Generally, skateboard parks should include components that serve a
variety of skill levels, Skateboard parks that serve specific skill levels can be
considered in the context of the site.
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Appendix C - Parlfs Skatepark Policy

6.0

7.0

SITING CRITERIA

6.1

6.2

6.3

-Skateboard park sites should consider adjacent uses and potential noisc impacts. Sites

should be selected where impacts (o surrounding neighbors can be minimized and
mitigation measures can be maximized.

Different considerations may apply for sites that serve specific skill levels. The following
does not preclude consideration of site specific features that may be appropriate depending

on the skill level including fencing, lighting, community-generated art, etc.

6.2.1 Skateboard park sites should:

" be developed as part of a larger park space that provides other park
amenities,

. be located to provide maximum visibility in and through the skateboard
park area.

" be located near public transportation (i.e. bus routes).

. have a code of conduct.

6.2.2 Ideal skateboard park locations would include:

" spectator accommodations (i.e. seating and/or viewing area).
. community generated art.

. a drinking fountain.

" a bike rack.

Ll restroom facilities within the park.

The department will seek to distribute facilities throughout the City, with the goal of
providing at least one skateboard park in each quadrant of the City, and generally will not
seek to develop skateboard parks as stand alone Facilities.

SKATEBOARD PARK DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

7.1

72

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

Skateboard-park design will be created through a public involvement process consistent with
the Department’s existing Public Involvement Policy.

Skateboard-park design will be consistent with any applicable Department design standards.

The Department will use consultants/designers who have experience in the design of
skateboard parks.

Skateboard parks may be designed and then constructed in phases.

Design and materials selection will consider available products which mitigate ongoing
maintenance costs, aid in noise reduction and increase safety.

Design elements within the park should be spaced so participants can maneuver and recover
without interfering with other users or another element. Also elements requiring different
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skill levels should be situated so that users of different levels do not interfere with one
another.

7.7 The Department will provide signage as to the specific rules of conduct for each skateboard
park. Signage may include hours of use, recommendations for helmets and padding,
prohibition of other uses such as in-line skates or bikes, presence of supervision, etc.

8.0 SKATEBOARD PARK MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS

8.1 The Department will consider contracting with a qualified organization to operate and
maintain skateboard parks.

8.2 A fee may be charged at some facilities for special events.
83  Noamplified music will be played at the facilities unless permitted for a special event.
8.4  Use of skateboard parks will not be directly supervised by Park and Recreation staff.

8.5 Use of skateboard parks by in-line skaters will be permitted when the Department determines
such uses can be safely accommodated. The Department may limit non-skateboarding use of
the skateboard parks.
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Appendix D - “Skateable City” by Matt Johnston - Drafted August 2005

Integrated Skateable Terrain in Seattle

The Vision

As much-needed major skatepark construction
continues in our large regional parks, this initiative
seeks to seamlessly integrate more skateable
terrain into smaller neighborhood parks, creating a
complementary network of “skatespots” and
“skatedots” for the public to enjoy. The design
shown in these pictures is a simple cement pad
with a raised embankment upon which
skateboarders, roller skaters, rollerbladers and
razor scooter enthusiasts could practice their craft
and improve their skills next to other types of
playground equipment, creating a supportive, low-
maintenance public space for skating.

Considering skating in existing
and new parks and proposed
park upgrades will add
appropriate, site-specific,
skateable terrain to our city.
Skate advocates could help
design the layout of walkways,
assist with bench placement,
identify prime locations for
skating, and suggest ways to
avoid conflicts between skaters
and other park users.

The Rationale

Supports the transient nature of the skating activity. Imagine kids stopping
at 5 different spots along a “circuit” or “skate trail” of spots, visiting with friends,
grabbing some food, picking up people along the way, and getting out into the
world, which is more true to the nature of skating than all climbing into a
designated hole in the ground for a few hours, launching off grocery store loading
docks next to smelly dumpsters, or driving to a distant roller rink. Expanding the
“park” into the city-at-large is an overdue idea and more conducive to growth and
sustainability. Features can be upgraded and added with comparably low amounts
of effort and expense.
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Appendix C - “Skateable City” by Matt Johnston - Drafted August 2005

Acknowledges that skating is everywhere. Skateboarding is not a crime and
should be encouraged in .appropriate public spaces through landscaping features
that can be used by skaters. In contrast, the landscape of areas where skating is
inappropriate should be designed to deter it. Because the law has not required
park planners to consider the impacts of their landscaping or development practices
on skating, or of future skaters on proposed parks or buildings, the sport of
skateboarding itself grew and flourished in a concrete environment where stairs,
banks, ledges, loading docks, etc. on both public and private property were the de
facto skatedots of choice. This initiative gives park designers an opportunity to
direct the skating activity that's already happening into loosely defined areas that
are clearly superior for skating. 78% of skateboarders consider themselves “street
skaters” and yet there are very few places for them to legally skate.

Integrates skating with other disciplines. If neighborhood-level skate
advocates are able to work with other community leaders who advise the Parks
Department about new park features, they have an opportunity to educate all
parties on the positive aspects of incorporating and integrating skating into the
urban landscape. This would help the public.understand skating, might actually
help get more skateparks built, and would help the skate community connect with
the people responsible for sculpting our cityscape. The skating community would
have an opportunity to learn from these other disciplines as well, opening up new
avenues and ideas. E

Focuses effort. Including skating features with general construction guidelines
gets more skateable terrain in less time, with less effort. We're finding that the
process is grueling and seems to be equal whether or not you're trying to lobby for
a 20K sq. ft. park or a single banked ledge with a granite cap in the corner of an
existing park. Skateboard supporters should not have to canvas the community
with petitions in order to have a place to enjoy their sport. Integrated skate
features wou ok Just‘,,’ljke other park features, and in some cases would be even
more aesthetically.pleasing. Park users and citizens would not perceive the skate
features as “issue-worthy” as they would be unassuming and well integrated into
the surrounding environment.

Broadens the skatepark design/build industry. This initiative would
encourage commercial development of skate-friendly structures like benches,
parking blocks, barriers, bus stops, mailboxes, etc. Skate representatives would be
needed for sitting on designh committees, in meetings, and on site, which would
bring more diversity to the process. Again, this is all tied into the idea of removing
some of the insulation around skatepark design and construction. Integrating
skateable terrain into existing and new parks could be a great “ramp up” for a
Parks Dept. staff who is tasked with understanding and creating facilities for
skaters. It could also be a great way to integrate skating as an acceptable park
activity, making it as commonplace as kids playing on a swing set or two people
playing chess.
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Some Next Steps

Identify some sites. Verify initial administrative details with Parks management,
then add descriptions and support for proposed sites

Study the sites, design them.

- Look at unofficial spots that already attract skaters and the possibility of
“legitimizing” them with sanctioned upgrades

- Investigate public art programs that could help provide inspiration for funding
and placement

- Explore the Parks Dept’s ability to work with DPD and other city agencies
responsible for core infrastructure and general construction projects

- Determine what type of spots are needed and how multiple spots can be
complementary, ie: the “skate trail”

- UW may teach a skatespot design class during Spring or Summer quarter 2005,
wherein students will design skatespots on the sites identified by Parks.

- Prior to this, members of the SPAC might also seek design help for specific sites
from professional resources in the community at-large. The goal is to have a
clear initial picture of the proposed skatespot that can be used as a focal point
for public outreach, detailed design, and fundraising.

Examples

Below and on the following page are some additional examples of real and imagined
skatespots, skatedots, skateplazas and skateable art features.
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Appendix - “Skateable City” by Matt Johnston - Drafted August 2005
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Appendix E - Community Outreach Details

Summary of Public Outreach — Citywide Skatepark Planning Process
Update to the Board of Park Commissioners
August 1, 2006

Below is a summary of public outreach for the Seattle citywide skatepark plan during
the period March 2006 through July 2006.

Skatepark Advisory Task Force

The Mayor and City Council appointed members to the Skatepark Adwsory Task Force,
which holds regular meetings. The agendas and meeting summaries are posted on the
webpage, and the meetings are open to the public.

Citywide Public Meetings

In June 2006, the Skatepark Advisory Task
Force and Seattle Parks and Recreation hosted
three public meetings and one open house, with
more than 100 community folks participating in
the public meetings alone, to comment on and
review draft skatepark siting criteria, skateboard
facility typologies, and to nominate possible
locations to be included in the Citywide Plan.

Rainier Community Center, June 14

Meetings were held on: :
- Wednesday, June 14, Rainier Community Center
- Thursday, June 15 Southwest Community Center
- Saturday, June 17’,:Green Lake Public Library

- Saturday, June 24, Ballard Commons Park

Mailings and Flyers
Parks distributed packets of flyers to every single Seattle Library branch, Parks Community

Centers, and Department of Neighborhoods service centers.

In addition, flyers were mailed to:
- Department of Neighborhoods list of residential groups, business groups and district

councils
- Those who had expressed an interest in skateboarding issues and interest groups,
including citizens involved in Dahl Playfield, Ballard Commons Park, Elliott Bay/Seattle

Center, and Lower Woodland sites,
- Parks Associated Recreation Council representatives

Task force members distributed flyers to local skateboard shops.

Parks Superintendent Ken Bounds included an article in the “View from Denny Park,” which
is distributed to an e-mall list and posted on the Parks webpage.

Page 1 0of 3
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Councilmember David Della included items about the public
process in his e-mail newsletters.

Councilmember Della at the
June 24 Open House at
Ballard Commons Park

Web

Parks staff created a webpage about the Citywide Skatepark Planning Process and have
provide ongoing information, including draft criteria, a Power Point presentation, and meeting
updates.

Meeting information was posted on the City of Seattle and Parks event calendars on the web.

Media

Extensive press coverage resulted from two press
releases, and phone calls and e-mails from Parks staff
and task force members.

KCPQ-TV at Green Lake meeting, June 17
Media coverage included:
- Seattle Times article and calendar item
- Seattle Pl article, also carried on MSNBC website
- Daily Journal of Commerce article
- KOMO 1000 radio; KOMO-TV, KING-TV and webpage, KCPQ television, KUOW radio
levised a news brief and posted an article on their website
- Front page articles with photographs in the following neighborhood newspapers:
Queen Anne News, Magnolia News, Ballard News Tribune, North Seattle Herald-
Outlook, West Seattle Herald
- Front page article in the Beacon Hill News and South District Journal
- UW News Lab reporter attended June 24 open house
- Calendar item in the Skanner, and article with photos in the Journal Extra

Neighborhoods

The Department of Neighborhoods included an item in their monthly calendar and an article
with photographs in their newsletter. As noted above, many neighborhood newspapers ran
articles and calendar items.

Through this outreach, and as a result of direct contact from Parks staff and task force
members, numerous local groups posted the meeting information on their list-serves and
webpages including:

Capitol Hill Community Council

Capitol Hill Neighbors—community news

Page 2 of 3
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Morgan Junction Community Association

Groundswell NW newsletter and e-mail

All Seattle PTAs

Fremont Neighborhood Council

Lake Union District newsletter

North District newsletter

Bradner Gardens

Green Lake Community Council

Wallingford e-news

West Seattle blog
Seattle Parks volunteer coordinators to their volunteer groups. E

E-Mails and Websites
Skateboard interest groups posted information in e-mails, webpages or other outreach
including:

Parents for Skateparks

River City Skatepark,

Skate Like a Girl

Boarders 4 Parks

Signs
Laminated signs with meeting information were posted at existing skateboard facilities,
including Marginal Way, Ballard Commons Park and Seattle Center.

Briefings :

Parks staff and/or task force members have bnefed the following groups:
Friends of Seattle Olmsted Parks
Seattle Parks and Open Space Advocates
Seattle City Council PELL Commlttee (shown on Seattle Channel)
Seattle School District
Board of Park Commiissioners -
Skateboard Park Advisory Committee
Parks Operation and Recreation Managers
Parks Planning.and Development staff, Planning Unit, Pro Parks Unit, Acquisition Unit
and Engineering Unit. -

- Task Force members are currently attending and offering briefings at meetings of each
District Council.

- Department of Neighborhoods District Coordinators will be briefed in early September.

- Briefings to the Seattle Community Council Federation and Laurelhurst Community Club
are pending, dependent on their interest.

Page 3 of 3
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Summary of Public Outreach — Citywide Skatepark Planning Process
Second Set of Public Meetings
October, 2006

Following the June public meetings and open house, the Task force drafted site selection criteria for potential new
skateboarding facilities. The Task Force then applied the criteria to the sites suggested by the public at the first
round of meetings, and proposed a list of locations that met the criteria.

The draft list of proposed locations was publicized, with:-over 250 citizens
attending three public meetings in October 2006 at Delridge Community

Center, Garfield Community Center and Northgate Community Center to
provide comments and feedback. -

In addition, approximately 300 citizens have erovided input through e-mails,
phone calls, ietters and via comment forms distributed at the public meetings.

Participant filling out a comment form at the Northgate public meeting.

Outreach for the October meetings was particularly directed to-the communities surrounding the 30 proposed sites.
Prior to the October public meetings, Task Force members attended and briefed the 13 Neighborhood District
Councils throughout the city on the status of the project and heard community comments. Upon request, Task
Force members also attend a variety of additional neighborhood meetings.

Signs: Signs were placed at all of the proposed locations on Parks-owned
properties. The signs varied from 2'x3’ to 4'x4’ and many sites were posted with
two signs. The signs also:included letter boxes with flyers about the proposed
locations and the October public meeting information. In addition, smaller
laminated signs were posted at exnstmg skateboard facilities, including Marginal
Way and Seattle Center

Key information was trane!eted??nto Spanish, Chinese, Viethamese and Amheric
and these translations were also posted on a number of the signs.

Mailings: More than 50,000 flyers were sent to carrier mail routes surrounding each of the proposed locations.
Flyers were also sent to a database of citizens, including those who had been involved in earlier skatepark
discussions or projects.

Media: As in the spring, the media provided extensive coverage, including:

Seattle Post Intelligencer, the Seattle Times, the Daily Journal of Commerce and the West Seattle Herald: several
carried articles and a map of proposed locations.

Radio and television coverage included KIRO, KING, KUOW, KONG.

Newsletters and List-Serves: As in the spring, the public meeting notices were carried in the Department of
Neighborhoods calendar, Ken Bounds’ View from Denny Park, and in many community list-serves, including
Groundswell NW, GAIN, and Capitol Hill.

Webpage: The map of the proposed sites and the meeting locations and other information was kept up to date on
the Citywide Skatepark Plan webpage.
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Task F‘_’L‘ie___,_ __Si(ate Facility Visits

CITYWIDE SKATEPARK PLAN

Pros

Cons

Highly visible, centralized park setting.

+ Really like the siting - Right across the street from business, the
library and neighborhood service center.

+  Soooo much more attractive as an integrated piece of a grassy

spot for the entire neighborhood. The previous bow! was rather

imposing with its high fences and lack of passive observation

areas.

Smell of QFC's dumpsters is unfortunate.

Too small a footprint to serve more than a single function — one
user at a time — transition based park.

No room for street skating.

Insufficient beginner elements.

Super integration with other active uses, fair accessibility and
parking.

+ Lots of promise.

Good siting. Wish it was going to be bigger!

The best case scenario for an adult based, do—itiypurself effort
reclaiming otherwise abandoned industrial space:

The worst-case scenario for a publicly created and

administered facility intended to foster use by a broad
demographic of users.

Inaccessible, out of sight, noisy, no amenities of any type.

A prime example of the exact types of sites that skaters are
forced to develop when there is no enlightened municipal
ptanning process in place for siting.

The initiative is obviously there, but really terrible site conditions,
with the exception that it's covered. If | had kids, I'd be scared to
death to have them in that environment.

Very well integrated neighborhoed park fronting on residential
property, parkland, and a neighborhood center.

Lots of great foot traffic and complimentary active uses.

vital gathering place for kids

Really great siting;:One of my favorites of the tours.

Right next to the!community center, basketball courts, picnic area,

- Plenty of space and flow for multiple users.
Single family homes across the street!

~“park access and pathway go right up to, and through the skatepark.

One of the most beautiful and positive focations for a skatepark.
+ Integrated into an active use park, across from a police station,

surrounded by green and enjoying a majestic view of the Puget
Sound.

Good siting

Incidentally happens to be one of the most poorly designed and

constructed skateparks in captivity.
Poor construction.
Testimony to the need for a qualified skate builder.

Really nice location — tucked near lots of active use and a library,
central and accessible. Alittle close to the freeway and a railway
line, but not so close as to be objectionable.

sitting on benches watching their kids do these amazing tricks
»  Seemed to provide elements for every skill level.

+  Absolutely fabulous!!! My favorite site. Loved watching the parents
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Task Force Skate Facil

ity Visits

Cons

+ The metal artwork is great

What could be a positive, green, and pleasant location is undercut by a
lack of gccessibility and visibility.

Separated froman.agtive use park by a busy 4 lane arterial without any
safg pedestrian access.. Otherwise a nice space for a modest skatespot.
Siting Is terrible from*an access and visibility perspective.

Lots of expansion space and good frontage on a running path and
greenbeit.
Criginal artwork is very cool

" Adjacency to prison and overall industrial and out-of-the way feel makes

site less than humane. Lots of efforts to incorporate community art are
offset by a very poorly designed park.

Being right next to the prison was disconcerting.

Terrible layout - not enough flow space between elements and an
overall lack of any challenging elements (except for the in-line skaters
present)

Super example of a neighborhood based skatepark that is well
integrated with both active uses and passive observation area.
+ Close to, but well separated to adjacent homes by éffective use of grading.
+ Nice siting, good kids spot. T

| did hear some comments from skaters who said it wasn't designed that
well, maybe too much flat space, not enough thought to transition.

Great access to amenities.
Nice siting, right across the street from single family residential, next to
an‘amazing baseball field, stands, picnic tables and concession stand w/

Could be a super integration with surrounding active and passive uses,
but for an aggressive separation between the skatepark and other users
with chain link fence.

Insufficient parking.

Too small a footprint for the features planned, impairing

usefulness of site.

Didn't need the chain-link fencing.

Only about half of the park was being used, due to inappropriate

layout and flow problems.

Great integration with climbing wall, amenities, graffiti wall, etc.
Close to a school in a pleasant wooded environment.

The most active site we visited.

Mix of boarders, bmx and in-fine skating

Liked having the play area, graffiti wall and concession stand/
bathrooms right there.

Definitely could be expanded.

Alittle too close to the freeway to be optimal.

High usage despite design problems.

Space seemed very tight and we witnessed several crashes between
different users, but folks didn’t seem to mind.

Amazing layout, awesome Kids skating!

Overall siting problems (tucked between two parking lots and
the backs of two concrete buildings) offset by private
management by adjoining YMCA, permanent supervision,
world-class skatepark, and aggressive programming designed to
maximize accessibility to a broad demaographic.

| liked the fact that the Mulkiteo site had hours for specific age
groups - | think this would be important for the management of
the larger skate parks.

Siting should have been in the front of the YMCA instead of shoved to
the back.
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Appendix G - Seattle Neighborhood Demographic Maps
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Appendix G -‘Sea!tle Neighborhood Demographic Maps
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Appendix H - Skatepark Ratio Map
|
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Appendix | - Noise Information

Noise Information
- Information taken from the League for the Hard of Hearing, February 2001

0 db the faintest noise audible to the human ear
10 db normal breathing

20 db whispering at 5 feet

30 db soft whisper

40 db quiet residential area

50 db rainfall

60db notmal conversation

70 db highway traffic

Average Noise levels for Basketball and Skateboarding

- Noise Study — Skate Park & Basketball Court, West Linn Parks Department, OR.
44 — 47 db Ambient noise levels
49 — 58 db Basketball Court game noise
55-63db Skateboard Park noise

Long-term noise impacts are as follows: Portland Oregon prepared a chart of. pfédicted noise levels for skate parks in
Figure 1 below.' :

Figure 1
Location : Tail and Nose Skateboard Truck |Approximate
related sounds related sounds Distance from edge
= of Park to location
Reference neasurements 65-71 dBA < 154-63 dBA 50 Feet firom
T skateboard

Outside predicted sound levels at the closest {5-51 dBA ~ 34-43 dBA 550 Feet
home from the location referred to as SITE A ,
Inside predicted sound levels at the closest ~ (35-41 dBA 24-33 dBA 550 Feet
home from the location referred to as-SITE A
Outside predicted sound levels at the closest  [36-62 dBA 45-54 dBA 160 Feet
home from the location referred to as STT

16-52 dBA 35-44 dBA 160 Feet

Noise levels recqrded by Seattle;Parks and Recreation for comparison at an existing skatepark facility are listed below.
e B : Figure 2
Comparative Noise Level Readings

Seattle Center Skatepark  [2pmFeb 22,2006] Seattle Center Skatepark  [2pmFeb 22,2006]

Jiskatepark 10'fromskaters, at the furthest paintin the park from [Sidewalk between Broad Stand skatepark, with meter aimed at
Broad Streetand at the main stop/start pointon the course] the streef]

activity dB meter reading activity dB meter reading
boarders rolling by 62-63 car traffic 65-70
landing on their boards 66-68 buses 75

very hard board landing 70 speeding taxi 67

no skating 55-58 no ftraffic 55-58

Change in noise of 10 dBA is typically perceived as a doubling of noise, whereas a change of less than 3 dBA is not
normally perceptible to human hearing. Skateboard noise levels from metal frames and wooden tail and nose sounds are
predicted to generate noise up to 62 dBA in front of residences approximately 160 feet away, over very short intervals.
This is similar to the sound and noise level of a batted baseball.”

"Memo from Paul Van Orden, Noise Control Officer, Planning and Development Review, City of Portland, February 2, 2006
2 .
Ibid
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Appendix J - BALLARD BRIDGE NW
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Appendix J - MAGNOLIA PLAYFIELD CW
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Appendix J - ROXHILL PARK SW
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Appendix J - SANDEL PLAYGROUND NW
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Appendix J - WARREN G MAGNUSON PARK BUILDING 2 NE
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Appendix J - WESTCREST RESERVOIR SW
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Planning and Development Division
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