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RESOLUTION 50 807

A RESOLUTION stating the City of Seattle’s opposition to state of Washington Initiative 912, which
would repeal the 9% cent motor vehicle fuel tax (gas tax) rate increase, enacted by the Washington
State Legislature during the 2005 legislative session, for statewide transportation and public safety
purposes, and urging voters to vote “no” on this initiative on November 8, 2005.

WHEREAS, many organizations, including the Washington Alliance for a Competitive Economy, the Blue
Ribbon Commission on Transportation, and former Governor Locke’s Competitiveness Council,
have all identified transportation as a critical issue for Washington state, and have called for the
state to increase its investment in transportation infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, in response to this need, the Washington State Legislature took an important step forward and
enacted the 2005 Transportation Partnership Funding Package, which included a 9% cent per gallon
motor vehicle fuel tax (gas tax) rate increase, of which three cents took effect in July, 2005, and
additional increases that would take effect over the next three years; and

WHEREAS, the gas tax increase, along with increases in vehicle weight fees, and license and permit fees,
would pay for an $8.5 billion dollar investment in transportation projects over the next 16 years in
Washington state, with the largest share of funding allocated to retrofitting or replacing at- rlsk
bridges and other transportation structures throughout the state; and

WHEREAS, state of Washington Initiative 912 (I-912), which would repeal the gas tax increase énacted by|

the Washington State Legislature, has been certified for the November 8, 2005, General Election
ballot; and

WHEREAS, approval of I-912 would end funding for scheduled projects from the gas tax increase; would
end the allocation to cities and counties of their one-half cent shares of the gas tax increase; and
would end funding from the gas tax increase to state grant programs, including funding for the
Small City Pavement program, Safe Routes to Schools program, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety
program, and the Freight Mobility Safety Investment Board; and

WHEREAS, in the city of Seattle, the gas tax increase and related license and permit fee increases would
have provided $2 billion in funding toward the Alaskan Way (State Route 99) Viaduct and Seawall
Replacement Project, and an additional $332 million in funding for freight mobility, congestion-
relief, safety, multi-modal, and environmental improvement prOJects and approval of I-912 would
cut this funding from the gas tax increase; and

WHEREAS, engineers estimate that the Alaskan Way Viaduct has a 1 in 20 chance of failure in an
earthquake in the next ten years; and

WHEREAS, continued deterioration or failure of the Alaskan Way Viaduct and the Seawall represents a
known and serious threat to our region's public safety and economy; and
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WHEREAS, the gas tax and related license and permit fee increases would also have provided $500
million in funding toward the replacement of the State Route 520 floating bridge, a critical link
between Seattle and the east side of Lake Washington, which is similarly vulnerable to failure if an
earthquake should occur, and approval of 1-912 would cut this funding from the gas tax increase;
and

WHEREAS, the people of Seattle have repeatedly expressed support for funding local transportation
improvements; and

WHEREAS, approval of 1-912 would negatively affect all corners of the state of Washington, reducing or
. eliminating funding for over 250 transportation projects in urban and rural jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, approval of I-912 would have an enormous adverse economic impact on the state of
Washington by eliminating, or preventing the creation of, thousands of direct and indirect jobs
asSociated with transportation projects; and

WHEREAS, approval of 1-912 would seriously harm the state of Washington’s ability to maintain its aging
transportation infrastructure, putting at risk the health and safety of millions of residents; NOW,
THEREFORE :

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE MAYOR
CONCURRING, THAT:

The City Council and Mayor of the City of Seattle declares its opposition to state of Washington

Initiative 912, and urges voters to vote “no” on the initiative at the November 8, 2005 General Election.

Adopted by the City Council the lo’b day of (. YpbefL, 2005, and signed by me in open session
in authentication of its adoption this_1p57 day of O Anhere, 2005,

o

of the £Zity Council

T YOR QONCURRY
Grego%, ickels, Mayor ]
Filed hy me thls%ay of<ZIAL~
City c@' ” ' C
(Seal) -
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. FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| Legislative | Martha Lester / 4-8149 [ N/A
Legislation Title:

A RESOLUTION stating the City of Seattle’s opposition to state of Washington Initiative 912,
which would repeal the 9% cent motor vehicle fuel tax (gas tax) rate increase enacted by the
2005 session of the Washington State Legislature for statewide transportation purposes, and
urging voters to vote “no” on this initiative on November 8, 2005.

e Summary of the Legislation:
This resolution states the City’s opposition to Initiative 912 (I-912) and urges voters to vote
against [-912.

e Background:
In spring 2005, the Washington State Legislature enacted the 2005 Transportation Partnership

Funding Package, which included a 9% cent per gallon motor vehicle fuel tax (gas tax) rate
increase. State of Washington Initiative 912, which would repeal the gas tax increase, has been
certified for the November 8, 2005, General Election ballot. Approval of I-912 would end
funding for scheduled projects from the gas tax increase and would end the allocation to cities
and counties of their one-half cent shares of the gas tax increase. In Seattle, approval of I-912
would cut funding from the gas tax increase for the Alaskan Way (State Route 99) Viaduct and
Seawall Replacement Project, as well as other important projects. Approval of I-912 would
negatively affect the entire state, would have an enormous adverse economic impact, and would
cripple the state’s ability to maintain its aging transportation infrastructure.

e Please check one of the following:

X This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)

This legislation has financial implications. (Please complete all relevant sections that
follow.)
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- Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office malntamed at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12™ day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a
CT:30807 RESOLUTION
was published on

10/25/05

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $ 165.63, which amount
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