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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR- CITY OF SEATTLE

Wes Uhlman. Mayor

July 117, 1970

City Council
Seattle, Washington

Honorable Members;

I am returning herewith, unsigned Ordinance No. 90643,
relating to the establishment of a Joint Seattle/King
County Office of Citizen Complaints, notwithstanding
certain hereafter specified reservations which I hold.

As you know, I have been a strong supporter of the
Ombudsman and/or Citizens Service Bureau concept for the

public service. Government offices and bureaus often
become a frustration and a concern to many citizens. The
Ombudsman and the Service Bureau concepts can and have
aided persons who have concerns and complaints which need
to be rectified.

Section 7 of King County Ordinance No. 00463, incorporated
by reference in your ordinance, purports to specify how
the loin--t of fice cormplaints shall be funded.
The first portion of that section provides for the funding
on a population basis as between Seattle and King County.
The proviso at the end of the section confuses the question
by requiring payment on the basis of services rendered to

the governmental units, without providing a formula for such

apportionment. Is each agency of the cily and the county,
I

to

pay for investigations of their activities? Is each in-

vestigator of the joint office to keep track of how many
hours he spends investigating city agencies as opposed to

county agencies?



Section 19 of King County Ordinance No. 00473, dealing
with appropriations, sets no limit on the joint office's

budget; instead, it authorizes all sums necessary to carry
out the provisions of the ordinance. The City of Seattle,
as you know, faces the worst financial dilemma since the
1930's. Our Budget Ofl`icl- enstimates a General Fund deficit
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i oin i n 19 7 1 Ex~ st-ing programss. h -a 3 10 m
11 r tfn to to be seri,-_-~~sly curtailed and new programs
Lightly Fund.,.nd. It is apparent that no agency can respon-
sibly be g.ven a blank check to draw on city funds at this
time.

Section 6 of King County Ordinance No. 00473 provides
for an Advisory Comm.."itttpe, made up of three members of

your honorable body and three members of the County Council.
It is regretable that tthore are no guarantees that this
committee will have evpn one member with admiinistrative ex-
perience, in view of t~he fact that the joint office will
exclusively sit in jvJgiment of administrative decisions.

Section 8 of King County Ordinance No. 00473 prohibits
employment of personncl tr the joint office under any

established merit system. The director therefore may violate
4.the provisions of Art`:
-r ~

iae office could
return to our city,
politically sensitive

16 of our Charter with impunity.
w.,l-,rst abuses of the patronage system

would be happening in our most

ncly .

Poorly drafted legislation c-,an be illusory and dang-crous,
but I am all s ordina3,,C--~~ ~1-o become law, despi '~,e my
reservations, so t.i~-,at an -F?,,,ortunity to provide the public
with a genuinely needed service will not be lost. It is

my intention to correct, these substantial defects by nego-
tiation with the _oun11.--,v Executive, pursuant to Section I

of your ordinance.

04
WES UHLMAN,
Mayor


