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ORDINANCE BUCO2

21 TRDINANCE vel zbing o “‘;m« esteblishmert of a jolut Ssattle/Xing County Office
of (itizen Complaints; authorizing an sgreement with King County,

BE I ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SBAITIE AS POLLOMS:

AMENOED -ORE) Section 1, That the Mayor is hereby subthorized end direched do forthwith

negotiate and execube on behalf of the City an agreement with Xing County o
implement the Seatile/Wing County Office of Cltizen Complaints established Dy

King founby Ordinsnce Vo, 00A73; Provided, that the Mayor shall not exscute the
agreement suthorized herein until ths necessary sction hes been taker by King Gcz,.my
o amend ssid "/{m,:, Counsy Ordinence No, 00473 o fielete Seetion 17 therveol capbioned
Yimmonity of the Mfice of Citizen Complaints,” Ssid agreement shall apecify the

durstion of the sgreement, shell provide thet it is combingent upon the avallability

-~

of  federal funds for the first year's operation, shall contailn a statement of the
purposes of the agreement, and shell provide for the following: {a) the manmer

of Pingnoing the joint Office of Citizen Compleints and of establishing and

maintaining e budget therefor, {v} the method or methods to be employed in

]

cocmplishing the pardial or complets terminabion of the sgresment and for dlsposipg
of properiy upon such partial or complete terminaiticn, {¢} administration of the
Joint Dffice of Citizen lJomplaints by an edministrator or jJoint board, with The
Sity of Ssatile being represembed upon any joint board, {4) the merxer of acguiring,
holding end disposing of resl apd personsl properdy used In the joint or coopsretive
underbaking and ‘{e} any other necessary and proper matiers in order to comply with
King County Ordinaoce No, 00473 and to iwplement the estsbligiment of a Jolnt

Seattle/Ting County Office of Citizen Complsinte. Coples of said agreement
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on the i day of w i ? 19 70 b :

{To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.}

Section ... This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and
approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the
provisions of the city charter.

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its pasg&g?e t}ﬂs .............. o TSI \‘/ ,,,,,, e ﬁay of ( /

......................... of the City Council,
“The foregoing Bill was, on the Vi day of , 19 70 , presented to

the Mayor who returned the same to the City Council without his approval or disapproval

ined Yoy mme this........ j7 ........... _.day of

e Y
0 %
Attest: u\“,w.f—” é“\‘-w.,m-_«f g 28 g ﬂ:ﬁf S e S

City Cﬂmpﬁ&m and City Clerk,
{SEAL}

Vi
L B /ﬁ%//ij%‘f«zu&fﬁ .....................
P ubhshed .................................................................... 7 E ‘Z /ﬁeputy Clerk,

<SS 8.1.6




womie  Lhe City of Seattle--Legislative Depar

MR. PRESIDENT: Date Reported

snd Adopted
Your Committee on  JUDICIARY AND PERSONNEL end FINAYGE  JUIN 9 5107p
A e B2t U
to which was veferred ¢, B, No, 0643, |

velating to the eshablishment of a joind Seebtle/King County 0ffice
of Oitlizen Complsints; suthorizing ao sgreepent with Bing County,

t2 suthorize wg Muyor o negotiste a conbrect with Bing Cowmty

e mp,;umt v Dffice of Sest t’:‘z,e/zimg Dounty Gitizen mm}g‘mm.“
‘g %z’m *ilm Souvnty-Gouneil delede Sectivn of rd wan@z@

Ference o impunity for sald Off%ce of Oitis

AND THAT

WHEN S0 AMENDED, THE Sﬁﬁ&f BE
0 THE COMITTER

Comumitiee Commities




ceme The City of Seattle-ahglslatwe Department

MR. PRESIDENT: ‘ Date Reported
and Adopted )
Your Commitice 8 ¥ 49w Phuls Jiﬁ{, & 1970

to which was referred G5, WDELE, s &%J&éﬁzﬁé

..................... brvmsssnsmn s andussonnensarnses Chalrmass . » Chalpman




OFFICE OF THE MAYOR—CITY OF SEATTLE

Wes Uhlman, Mayor

July 17, 1970

City Council
Seattle, Hashington

Honorable Members:

I am returning herewith, unsignad Ordinance No. 90643,
relating to the establishment of a Joint Seattle/King
County Office of Citizen Complaints, notwithstanding

certain hereafter specified reservations which I hold.

As you know, I have been a strong supporter of the
Ombudsman and/or Citizens Service Bureau concept for the
piblic service. Government offices and bureaus often
become a frustration and a concern to many citizens. The
Ombudsman and the Service Bureau concepts can and have
aided persons who have concerns and complaints which need
to be rectified.

Section 7 of King County Ordinance No. 00463, incorporated
by reference in your ordinance, purports to specify how

the joint office of citizen complaints shall be funded.

The first portion of that section provides for the funding
on a population basis as between Seattle and King County.
The proviso at the end of the section confuses the guestion
by requiring payment on the basis of services rendered to
the governmental units, without providing a formula for such
apportionment. 1Is each agency of the cily and the county to
pay for investigations of their activities? 1Is each in-
vestigator of the joint office to keep track of how many
hours he spends investigating city agencies as opposed to
county agencies?
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Section 189 of King County Ordinance No. 00473, dealing
with appropriations, sets no lTimit on the joint office's
budget; instead, it authorizes all sums necessary to carry
out the provisions of the ordinance. The City of Seattle,
as you know, faces the worst financial dilemma since the
1930's. Dur Budget Office estimates a General Fund deficit
as high as $8 to $10 million in 1971. Existing programs
are going to have to be serigusiy curtailed and new programs
tightly funded. It is apparent that no agency can respon-
sibly be given a blank check to draw on city funds at this
time.

Section 6 of King County Ordinance No. 00473 provides
for an Advisory Committtee, made up of three members of
your honorable body and three members of the County Council.
It is regretable that there are no guarantees that this
committee will have even one member with administrative ex-~
perience, in view of the fact that the joint office will
exclusively sit in judgment of administrative decisions.

Section 8 of King County Ordinance No. 00473 prohibits
the employment of personnel ®r the joint office under any
established merit system. The director therefore may viclate
the provisions of Articie 16 of our Charter with impunity.
The office could see the worst abuses of the patronage system
return to our city. This would be happening in our most
politically sensitive agency.

vvvvvv Poorly drafted legisiation can be illusory and dangerous,
but I am allowing this ordinance to become law, despite my
reservations, so that an opportunity to provide the public
with a genuinely needed service will not be Tost. It is

my intention to correct these substantial defects by nego-
tiation with the County Executive, pursuant to Section 1

of your ordinance.

CWES UHLMAN,
Mayor



