ing

amendi
121 of the Seattle

ing Ord

ing rates at park

>

rates

ing

AN ORDINANCE related to park

16.

ctions 11.16.120 and 11
1 Code and amend
it on park

Se

+=
L
[72]
Q
—
]

~
D

inance 1213

unicipa

M

t

ing paymen

mnl

new |




@ City of Seattle

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor
Office of the Mayor

September 29, 2008

Honorable Richard Conlin
President

Seattle City Council

City Hall, 2™ Floor

Dear Council President Conlin:

I am transmitting the attached proposed Council Bill that will increase the maximum paid parking
rate from $1.50 per hour to $2.00 per hour. The Bill also corrects a technical error and clarifies the
Director of Transportation’s continued authority to set rates for parking payment devices. If passed,
the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) intends to increase Seattle’s paid parking rate by
$0.50 per hour in most areas, consistent with the City’s parking management, economic development
and transportation goals. The proposed rate increase is the first in four years, with the previous
increase having occurred ten years prior to that.

Most of Seattle’s on-street paid parking is set at $1.50 per hour, which is the current maximum rate
allowed by ordinance. Effective January 1, 2009, this Bill would allow SDOT to increase the paid
parking rate to $2.00 per hour in the downtown Central Business District, Uptown/Lower Queen
Anne, Broadway, First Hill, Pike-Pine, U-District and Ballard. Paid parking in the South Lake
Union would increase by $0.50, resulting in $1.75 per hour for two-hour parking, and $1.25 per hour
for 10-hour parking. Two-hour parking in Roosevelt, Green Lake, 12" Avenue/Seattle University,
and around Providence Hospital would be reduced to $1.00 per hour. Paid parking in Westlake Ave
North would go from $0.75 to $1.25 per hour.

The changes set forth in this Bill would establish a three-tiered system that would help ensure that
parking rates are set according to localized parking demand, land use, and transportation conditions.
The proposed rate changes would encourage adequate turnover and reduce congestion caused by
drivers seeking lower cost on-street parking compared to the much higher rates often charged for off-
street parking.

Increasing the rate limit for on-street parking will help support Seattle’s economic vitality and
environment. Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions,
please contact Mary Catherine Snyder at 684-8110.

Sincerely,

E}R@G‘%NICKELS » I
Mayor of Seattle -

600 Fourth Avenue, 7™ Floor, P.O. Box 94749, Seattle, WA 98124-4749
Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811 Fax: (206) 684-5360, E:mail: mayors.office@seattle.gov
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon l‘equg,%i;:l
T
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Mary Catherine Snyder/MCS & Dan Eder/DE
SDOT Paid Parking ORD

November 18, 2008

Version # 5

ORDINANCE V{2857

AN ORDINANCE related to parking rates; amending Sections 11.16.120 and 11.16.121 of the
Seattle Municipal Code and amending Ordinance 121330 to set a new limit on parking
rates at parking payment devices.

WHEREAS, the City's Comprehensive Plan recognizes the importance of paid on-street parking
to encourage parking turnover, customer access, and efficient allocation of parking
among a diverse group of users; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) began to replace single-
space parking meters with parking pay stations to provide improved parking management,
revenue benefits, and customer service and streetscape enhancements; and,

WHEREAS, by mid-2008, SDOT had installed approximately 1,850 pay stations and controlled
about 13,500 paid parking spaces; and

WHEREAS, Seattle’s paid parking pay stations provide convenient payment options for the
public, allowing payment to be made by cash, credit card, or debit card; and

WHEREAS, the Seattle Department of Transportation has started implementing a “performance-
based pricing” parking management system in certain areas that includes regular
monitoring of parking space utilization and potential adjustments of hourly parking rates
or time-limits to achieve desired parking occupancy and other policy goals; and

WHEREAS, studies by the Seattle Department of Transportation show that on-street parking in
many parts of the city with paid parking is full most of the day and, as such, does not
provide appropriate access for customers and visitors to downtown and other
neighborhood business districts; and

WHEREAS, Section 11.16.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code was amended in 2003 to allow the
Director of Transportation to set parking rates within certain limits and, in 2004,
Ordinance 121388 made technical changes to the definition of parking payment devices,
but did not intend to alter the authority of the Director to set rates; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to clarify the Director’s continued authority to set rates to be
charged at parking payment devices and change the limits on that authority; NOW,
THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Form Last Revised on December 16, 2006 1
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Mary Catherine Snyder/MCS & Dan Eder/DE
SDOT Paid Parking ORD

November 18, 2008

Version # 5

Section 1. Subsection C of Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.16.120 is amended as

follows:
11.16.120 Director of Transportation -- Authority

The Director of Transportation is authorized:

sk %

C.To ((m&ke%eeemme&da&e%—te—the—@i&@e&meﬂ—fey)) establish parking ((fmeter}))

rates to be charged at parking payment devices, including parking meters, for parking in city-

controlled parking areas under the ((this))jurisdiction of the Seattle Department of Transportation

and other city rights-of-way, consistent with Section 11.16.121 ((-within-pasking meter zones))

and to make recommendations to the City Council for fees for permits issued pursuant to this

subtitle;

koK

Section 2. Effective January 1, 2009, Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.16.121 is

amended as follows:
11.16.121 Director of Transportation -- Rate setting for parking payment devices.

A. Parking rates to be charged at parking payment devices, including parking meters, for
parking in city rights-of-way and other city-controlled parking areas under the jurisdiction of the

Seattle Department of Transportation shall be within rate limits established by this section

Form Last Revised on December 16, 2006 2




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

e T e R ¥

Mary Catherine Snydet/MCS & Dan Eder/DE
SDOT Paid Parking ORD

November 18, 2008

Version # 5

((erdinance)). Rates may vary according to location, time of day, maximum parking time
allowed, the capabilities of available parking payment devices, and any other factors the Director
determines are pertinent. In setting rates, the Director is not subject to Chapter 3.02 of the Seattle

Municipal Code.

B. The Director of Transportation is authorized to set parking rates up to $2.50 per hour.

C. In establishing parking rates, the Director shall consider the following objectives:

1. To maintain adequate turnover of on-street parking spaces and reduce incidents of

meter feeding in commercial districts;

2. To encourage an adequate amount of on-street parking availability for a variety of
parking users, efficient use of off-street parking facilities, and enhanced use of transit and other

transportation alternatives; and,
3. To reduce congestion in travel lanes caused by drivers seeking on-street parking.

Section 3. Effective January 1, 2009, Section 3 of Ordinance 121330 is repealed as

follqws:

Form Last Revised on December 16, 2006 » 3




O e 9 N W B~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Mary Catherine Snydet/MCS & Dan Eder/DE
SDOT Paid Parking ORD

November 18, 2008

Version # 5

b-Ad-otherparking-spaces—$1-50-per-hourperparldnespace:))

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after
its approval by the-Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days

after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the &qﬂ’*day of Neneabery 2008, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this gy day of Neyegere , 2008.

Gr;éorﬁ%l ickels, Mayor

5

(Seal)

Form Last Revised on December 16, 2006 4




Mary Catherine Snyder
SDOT Paid Parking ORD FISC
Date November 19, 2008

Version #: 8
Form revised February 20, 2008
2009-2010 BUDGET LEGISLATION FISCAL NOTE
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| SDOT | Mary Catherine Snyder, 684-8110 | Stephen Barham, 733-9084 |
Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE related to parking rates; amending Sections 11.16.120 and 11.16.121 of the
Seattle Municipal Code and amending Ordinance 121330 to set a new limit on parking
rates at parking payment devices.

e Summary of the Legislation;

This Ordinance amends Ordinance 121330 and Sections 11.16.120 and 11.16.121 of the SMC to
increase the existing maximum parking rate from $1.50 to $2.50 per hour at parking payment
devices, including parking meters, for parking in city rights-of-way and other city-controlled
parking areas under the jurisdiction of the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT). The
proposed ordinance also clarifies that the Director of Transportation has the authority to set rates at
parking payment devices. If passed, the Director of Transportation intends to increase rates by up
to $1.00 per hour, creating a three-tiered rate system to ensure that paid parking meets the City’s
parking management, economic development, and transportation goals. The proposed rate increase -
is the first in four years, with the previous increase having occurred ten years prior to that.

e Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and include
record of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable):

Most on-street paid parking is set at $1.50 per hour, which is the maximum rate currently
allowed by ordinance. South Lake Union, which has 2,170 paid spaces, has rates ranging from
$0.75 per hour for 10-hour parking to $1.25 for two-hour parking. Overall, there are
approximately 13,500 paid spaces in the city. While most paid parking spaces are already
controlled by pay stations, spaces in the north downtown area are being converted to pay stations
in the fall of 2008.

The three-tiered system that would be implemented after passage of this Bill would work to
ensure that the parking rate is set appropriately with respect to demand, land use, and other
transportation conditions in specific areas. Setting a rate too high can lead to low use of the
curbspace parking; setting a rate too low can mean full city blocks and lack of availability and
turnover. Consequently, under this approach (see table below) parking rates will be increased by
different amounts.



Mary Catherine Snyder

SDOT Paid Parking ORD FISC
Date November 19, 2008
Version #: 8

Three-tiered rate approach:

$2.50 per hour for 2-hour
max

$2.00 per hour for 2-hour
parking; $1.25 per hour for
10-hour parking

$1.50 per hour for 2-hour
parking;

$0.75 per hour for 10-hour
parking

Pioneer Square

South Lake Union

"I Westlake Ave North

Waterfront Uptown Providence
Financial District Broadway Roosevelt

Retail District First Hill Green Lake
Belltown Pike-Pine 12" Ave

Denny Triangle Ballard Fremont (proposed)

Chinatown / International

University District

District

Uptown Triangle

Before recommending a parking rate increase, the following parking management objectives
were considered (as listed in Seattle Municipal Code 11.16.121):

o To maintain adequate turnover of on-street parking—Higher rates will encourage more
parking turnover for short-term customer visits. SDOT has found that on-street parking
occupancy in the downtown area, other Center City neighborhoods, Ballard, and the
University District is high enough to justify a rate increase.

o To encourage efficient use of on-street parking for efficient use of off-street parking—Garage
rates for short-term use in the downtown area are perceived to be high, causing drivers to
search for much less expensive, but often unavailable, on-street parking. In a sample of
downtown garages in 2007, one-hour of parking averaged about $7.50 and two hours of
parking averaged approximately $10. Early-bird rates (e.g., in by 9 am) are now often $10 to
$15 for all day parking. Increasing the on-street parking rate will help reduce the pricing
disparity for short-term stays between on-street and off-street parking.

o To reduce congestion in travel lanes caused by drivers seeking on-street parking—
Downtown and other neighborhoods are growing, with thousands of new residents and
employees expected over the next 20 years. Recent traffic studies in New York City and Los
Angeles documented that, on average, 30 percent of downtown drivers circle for available
on-street parking, resulting in an average of eight extra minutes of additional travel time
spent simply looking for on-street parking.

The proposed paid parking rate increase is intended to make on-street parking more accessible
for shoppers and visitors. These efforts are especially important considering the expected Center




Mary Catherine Snyder

SDOT Paid Parking ORD FISC
Date November 19, 2008
Version #: 8

City growth and impending construction-related traffic and parking complications anticipated
from the Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement project and other major transportation
projects.

X This legislation has financial implications. Please complete all relevant sections that
follow.

Summary of Changes to Revenue Generated Specifically From This Legislation: For
budget legislation that changes revenue (e.g., fees, taxes, etc.), please provide detail on each
revenue-producing item that is being changed, when it was last changed, and how the item’s new
overall cost compares with similar costs charged elsewhere in the region.

Revenue Source 2009 Proposed 2010 Proposed

Paid On-Street .

Parking $6,100,000 $9,500,000
Total Fees and
Charges
Resulting From $6,100,000 $9,500,000
Passage of This
Ordinance

(If new revenue is for a partial year, provide estimate for full year in the notes section below;
also include the effect on the average customer, user or payer.)

Notes: Although the Department of Transportation plans to implement the new parking rates as
soon as possible in 2009, for revenue forecasting purposes the Department of Finance has
assumed the increases will not fully be in effect until April 30, 2009.

The cost of implementing the fee increase is proposed in the 2009-2010 Proposed Budget at
$1.31 million in 2009, which includes approximately $706,000 for pay station graphics and
EPROM costs. There is approximately $504,000 total allocated for credit card processing fees in
2009.



Mary Catherine Snyder

SDOT Paid Parking ORD FISC
Date November 19, 2008
Version #: 8

Anticipated Total Revenue from Entire Program, Including Changes Resulting From This
Legislation:

Fund Name and Number Revenue Source Total 2009 Total 2009 and 2010
Revenue Anticipated Revenue
from Entire Program
General Subfund (00100) Parking Fees $25,250,000 $54,350,000
TOTAL $54,350,000

e What is the financial cost of not implementing this legislation? (Estimate the costs to the City
of not implementing the legislation, including estimated costs to maintain or expand an
existing facility or the cost avoidance due to replacement of an existing facility, potential
conflicts with regulatory requirements, or other potential costs if the legislation is not
implemented)

The proposed rate increase will result in approximately $15.6 million of additional revenue to the
General Fund for the two-year budget cycle. From a parking management perspective, if the
parking rate were not increased, on-street parking capacity would continue to be full, and
turnover would decrease even more because of the larger difference between on- and off-street
rates. This could affect the economic viability of downtown retail shops and restaurants.

e What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or similar
objectives? (Include any potential alternatives to the proposed legislation, such as reducing
fee-supported activities, identifying outside funding sources for fee-supported activities, efc.)

While this has been deemed the best option to address Seattle’s parking management goals for
downtown and several neighborhood business districts, it is possible that significantly increased
parking enforcement and ticket-writing could provide additional revenue from vehicles that park
beyond their time limit. A comprehensive financial analysis would need to be done to see if this
option was viable.

e s the legislation subject to public hearing requirements? (If ves, what public hearings have
been held to date, and/or what plans are in place to hold a public hearing(s) in the future?)

No.
o Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation):

None.

Please list attachments to the fiscal note below: None




O 0 3 Y D B

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Mary Catherine Snyder/MCS
SDOT Paid Parking ORD
June 5, 2008

| Version # 4a

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE related to parking rates; amending Sections 11.16. 1%20 and 11.16.121 of the
Seattle Municipal Code and amending Ordinance 121330 to set a new limit on parking
rates at parking payment devices.

WHEREAS, the City's Comprehensive Plan recognizes the importance of paid on-street parking
to encourage parking turnover, customer access, and efﬁc1ent allocation of parking
among a diverse group of users; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) began to replace single-
space parking meters with parking pay stations to provide improved parking management
revenue benefits, and customer service and streetscape enhancements; and,

WHEREAS, by mid-2008, SDOT had installed approx1rnately 1,850 pay stations and controlled
about 13,500 paid parking spaces; and

WHEREAS, Seattle’s paid parking pay stations provide convenient payment options for the
public, allowing payment to be made by cash, credit card, or debit card; and

WHEREAS, the Seattle Department of Transportation has started implementing a “performance-
based pricing” parking management system in certain areas that includes regular
monitoring of parking space utilization and potential adjustments of hourly parking rates
or time-limits to achieve desired parking occupancy and other policy goals; and

WHEREAS, studies by the Seattle Department of Transportation show that on-street parking in
many parts of the city with paid parking is full most of the day and, as such, does not
provide appropriate access for customers and visitors to downtown and other
neighborhood business districts; and

WHEREAS, Section 11.16.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code was amended in 2003 to allow the
Director of Transportation to set parking rates within certain limits and, in 2004,
Ordinance 121388 made technical changes to the definition of parking payment devices,
but did not ‘intend to alter the authority of the Director to set rates; and

WHEREAS, 1t1s appropriate to clarify the Director’s continued authority to set rates to be
charged at parking payment devices and change the limits on that authority; NOW,
TH;EREFORE,

BEIT ng{DAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Form Last Revised on December 16, 2006 1
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Mary Catherine Snydet/MCS
SDOT Paid Parking ORD
June 5, 2008

Version # 4a

Section 1. Subsection C of Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.16.120 is amended as
follows:

11.16.120 Director of Transportation -- Authority

The Director of Transportation is authorized:

* ek

C.To ((mackefeee%ma%eﬂé&ﬁeﬂs%e%heu@&y—@eﬁneﬂ—fef)) establish parking ((fmeter}))

rates to be charged at parking payment devices, including parking meters, for parking in city-

controlled parking areas under the ((this))jurisdiction of the Seattle Department of Transportation

and other city rights-of-way, consistent with Section 11.16.121 (G-within-parking-meterzones))

and to make recommendations to the City Council for fees for permits issued pursuant to this

subtitle;

kK

Section 2. Effective January 1, 2009, Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.16.121 is

amended as follows:
11.16.121 Director of Transportation -- Rate setting for parking payment devices.

A. Parking rates to be charged at parking payment devices, including parking meters, for
parking in c1ty rights-of-way and other city-controlled parking areas under the jurisdiction of the

i

Seattle Department of Transportation shall be within rate limits established by this section

Form Last Revised on December 16, 2006 2
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Mary Catherine Snyder/MCS
SDOT Paid Parking ORD
June 5, 2008

Version # 4a

((erdinanee)). Rates may vary according to location, time of day, maximum parking time
allowed, the capabilities of available parking payment devices, and any otheirsféctors the Director
determines are pertinent. In setting rates, the Director is not subject to Chépter 3.02 of the Seattle

Municipal Code.

B. The Director of Transportation is authorized to set parking rates up to $2.00 per hour.

C. In establishing parking rates, the Director shall consider the following objectives:

1. To maintain adequate turnover of on-street parking spaces and reduce incidents of

meter feeding in commercial districts;

2. To encourage an adequate amount of on-street parking availability for a variety of
parking users, efficient use of off-street parking facilities, and enhanced use of transit and other

transportation alternatives; and,

3. To reduce congestion in travel lanes caused by drivers seeking on-street parking.

Section 3. Effective January 1, 2009, Section 3 of Ordinance 121330 is repealed as

follows:

Form Last Revised on December 16, 2006 3
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Mary Catherine Snyder/MCS
SDOT Paid Parking ORD
June 5, 2008

Version # 4a

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after
its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days

after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2008, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this day of , 2008.
President of the City Council
Approved by me this day of ,2008.

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this day of ,2008.

_City Clerk

(Seal)

Form Last Revised on December 16, 2006 4




Mary Catherine Snyder
SDOT Paid Parking ORD FISC
Date May 22, 2008

Version #: 7
Form revised February 20, 2008
2009-2010 BUDGET LEGISLATION FISCAL NOTE
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| SDOT | Mary Catherine Snyder, 684-8110 | Stephen Barham, 733-9084 |

Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE related to parking rates; amending Sections 11.16.120 and 11. 16 121 of the Seattle
Municipal Code and amending Ordinance 121330 to set a new llmlt on parking rates at parking
payment devices.

¢ Summary of the Legislation:

This Ordinance amends Ordinance 121330 and Sections 11, 16.120 and 11.16.121 of the SMC to increase
the existing maximum parking rate from $1.50 to $2.00 per hour at parking payment devices, including
parking meters, for parking in city rights-of-way and other city-controlled parking areas under the
jurisdiction of the Seattle Department of Transportation. The proposed ordinance also clarifies that the
Director of Transportation has the authority to set rates at parking payment devices. If passed, the Director
of Transportation intends to increase the rate by $0.50 per hour, creating a three-tiered rate system to
ensure that paid parking meets the City’s parking management, economic development and transportation
goals. The proposed rate increase is the first in four years, with the previous increase having occurred ten
years prior to that.

o Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and include record
of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable):

Most on-street paid parking is set at $1.50 per hour, which is the maximum rate currently allowed by
ordinance. South Lake Union, which has 2,170 paid spaces, has rates ranging from $0.75 per hour for 10-
hour parking to $1.25 for two-hour parking. Overall, there are approximately 13,500 paid spaces in the
city. While most paid parking spaces are already controlled by pay stations, spaces in the north
downtown area are being converted to pay stations in the fall of 2008.

The three-tiered system that would be implemented after passage of this Bill would work to ensure that
the parking rate is set appropriately with respect to demand, land use, and other transportation conditions
in specific areas. Setting a rate too high can lead to low use of the curbspace parking; setting a rate too
low can mean full‘city blocks and lack of availability and turnover. Consequently, under this approach
(see table below) parking rates may be reduced in some areas and increased in others from current levels.
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SDOT Paid Parking ORD FISC

Date May 22, 2008
Version #: 7

Possible three-tiered rate approach:

ay Possible increase to $1.75 per Possible rate at $1.00 per hour
Possible increase to X .
$2.00 per hour hour for 2-hour parking; $1.25 for 2-hour parking; $Q.75 per
per hour for 10-hour parking hour for 10-hour parking
Downtown CBD South Lake Union Westlake Ave North
Uptown Providence
Broadway Roosevelt
First Hill Green Lake
Pike-Pine 12" Ave
Ballard
University District

Before recommending a parking rate increase, the following parking management objectives were
considered (as listed in Seattle Municipal Code 11.16.121):

o To maintain adequate turnover of on-street parking—Higher rates will encourage more parking
turnover for short-term customer visits. SDOT has found that on-street parking occupancy in the
downtown area, other Center City neighborhoods, Ballard, and the University District is high enough
to justify a rate increase.

o To encourage efficient use of on-street parking for efficient use of off-street parking—GQGarage rates
for short-term use in the downtown area are perceived to be high, causing drivers to search for much
less expensive, but often unavailable, on-street parking. In a sample of downtown garages in 2007,
one-hour of parking averaged about $7.50 and two hours of parking averaged approximately $10.
Early-bird rates (e.g., in by 9 am) are now often $10 to $15 for all day parking. Increasing the on-
street parking rate will help reduce the pricing disparity for short-term stays between on-street and
off-street parking.

o To reduce congestion in travel lanes caused by drivers seeking on-street parking—Downtown and
other neighborhoods are growing, with thousands of new residents and employees expected over the
next 20 years. Recent traffic studies in New York City and Los Angeles documented that, on average,
30 percent of downtown drivers circle for available on-street parking, resulting in an average of eight
extra minutes of additional travel time spent simply looking for on-street parking.

The proposed paid parking rate increase of $0.50 per hour is intended to make on-street parking more
accessible for shoppers and visitors. These efforts are especially important considering the expected
Center City growth and impending construction-related traffic and parking complications anticipated
from the Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement project and other major transportation projects.

X This legislation has financial implications. Please complete all relevant sections that follow.
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Summary of Changes to Revenue Generated Specifically From This Legislation: For budget
legislation that changes revenue (e.g., fees, taxes, etc.), please provide detail on each revenue-producing
item that is being changed, when it was last changed, and how the item’s new overall cost compares with
similar costs charged elsewhere in the region.

Revenue Source 2009 Proposed 2010 Proposed

Paid On-Street

Parking $3,600,000 $6,000,000
Total Fees and
Charges o
Resulting From $3,600,000 - $6,000,000
Passage of This
Ordinance

(If new revenue is for a partial year, provide estimate for full year in the notes section below; also
include the effect on the average customer, user or payer.)

Notes: Although the Department of Transportation plans to impIément the new parking rates as soon as
possible in 2009, for revenue forecasting purposes the Department of Finance has assumed the increases
will not fully be in effect until April 30, 2009.

The cost of implementing the fee increase is proposed in the 2009-2010 Proposed Budget at $1.54
million in 2009, which includes approximately $1.3 million for signage, pay station graphics and
EPROM costs, and $220,000 for credit card processing fees.

Anticipated Total Revenue from Entire’Program, Including Changes Resulting From This
Legislation:

Fund Name and Number Revenue Source Total 2009 Total 2009 and 2010
Revenue Anticipated Revenue
from Entire Program
General Subfund (00100) Parking Fees $22,750,000 $48,350,000
TOTAL $48,350,000

e  What is the financial cost of not implementing this legislation? (Estimate the costs to the City of not
implementing the legislation, including estimated costs to maintain or expand an existing facility or
the cost avoidance due to replacement of an existing facility, potential conflicts with regulatory
requirements, or other potential costs if the legislation is not implemented)

The proposed $0.50 per hour rate increase will result in approximately $9.6 million of additional revenue
to the General Fund for the two-year budget cycle. From a parking management perspective, if the
parking rate were not increased, on-street parking capacity would continue to be full, and turnover would
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decrease even more because of the larger difference between on- and off-street rates. This could affect
the economic viability of downtown retail shops and restaurants. !

e What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or similar objectives?
(Include any potential alternatives to the proposed legislation, such as reducing fee- -supported
activities, identifying outside funding sources for fee-supported actzvztzes elc.)

While this has been deemed the best option to address Seattle’s palkmg*management goals for downtown
and several neighborhood business districts, it is possible that significantly increased parking
enforcement and ticket-writing could provide additional revenue from vehicles that park beyond their
time limit. A comprehensive financial analysis would need to be done to see if this option was viable.

o Is the legislation subject to public hearing requiremeﬁfs? (If yes, what public hearings have been
held to date, and/or what plans are in place to hold a public hearing(s) in the future?)

No.
e Other Issues (including long-term implz’caﬁons of the legislation):

With the proposed rate increase, there would continue to be multiple hourly parking rates in Seattle. One
of the popular pay station features is that remaining time is portable to another paid parking area—a
feature that had to be modified because of the different rate schemes starting with the South Lake Union
installation in 2007. With multiple hourly rates, SDOT implemented a new sign and receipt system in
South Lake Union to prevent people from buying time in a lower rate district and parking in a high rate
district. SDOT worked closely with the Seattle Police Department to develop a color-coded sign and
receipt system that is enforceable and understandable to the public.

SDOT has put in a request for operating funds in its 2009 Budget to implement the rate increase,
including installation of the appropriate signage across the city where there is paid parking to address this
portability issue.

Please list attachments to the fiscal note below:
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State of Washington, King County

City of Seattle

ORDINANCE 122852

AN ORDINANCE related to parking
rates; amending Sections 11.16.120 and
11.16.121 of the Seattle Municipal Code and
amending Ordinance 121330 to set a new
hmgt on parking rates at parking payment
devices.

WHEREAS, the City’s Comprehensive
Plan recognizes the importance of paid on-
street parking to encourage parking turn-
over, customer access, and efficient alloca-
tion of parking among a diverse group of
users; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, the Seattle
Department of Transportation (SDOT) began
to replace single-space parking meters with
parking pay stations to provide improved {
parking management, revenue benefits, and |
customer service and streetscape enhance-
ments; and,

. WHEREAS, by mid-2008, SDOT had
installed approximately 1,850 pay stations
and controiled about 13,500 paid parking
spaces; and

WHEREAS, Seattle’s paid parking pay
stations provide convenient payment options |

for the public, allowing payment to be nade
by cash, credit card, or debit card; and

WHEREAS, the Seattle Department |
of Transportation has started implement. |
ing a “performance-based pricing” park- |
ing management system in certaln areas
that includes regular monitoring of parking
space utilization and potential adjustments of
hourly parking rates or time-limits to achieve
desived parking occupancy and other policy
goals; and

WHEREAS, studies by the Seattle
Department of Transportation show that
on-street parking in many parts of the city
with paid parking is full most of the day and,
as such, does not provide appropriate access
for customers and visitors to downtown and
other neighborhood business districts; and

WHEREAS, Section 11.16.120 of the
Seattle Municipal Code was amended in 2003
to allow the Director of Transportation to set
parking rates within certain limits and, in
9004, Ordinance 121388 made technical
changes to the definition of parking pay-
ment devices, but did not intend to alter the
authority of the Director to set rates; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to clarify
the Director’s continued authority to setrates™
to be charged at parking payment devices and
change the limits on that authority; NOW,
THEREFORE, i

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF
. SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Subsection C of Seattle
. Municipal Code Section 11.16.120 is amend-
ed as follows:

11.16.120 Director of Transportation
. -- Authority

The Director of Transportation is
authorized:

ki

C. To ((maker dationstothe-Gity
Council-for)) establish parking (({meter})
rates to be charged at parking payment
devices, including parking meters, for park-
ingin city-controlled parking areas under the
((¢his))jurisdiction of the Seattle Department
of Transportation and other city rights-of-
way, consistent with Section 11.16.121 (G
withitrparking-meter-zones)) and to make
recommendations to the City Council for fees
for permits issued pursuant to this subtitle;

ET23

Section 2. Effective January 1, 2009,
Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.16.1211is
amended as follows:

11.16.121 Directexof.
-- Rate setting for par
devices.

A. Parking rates to be charged at park-
ing payment devices, including parking
meters, for parking in city rights-of-way and
other city-controlled parking areas under:
the jurisdiction of the Seattle Department
of Transportation shall be within rate lim-
its established by this section((erdi -e)).
Rates may vary according to location, time
of day, maximum parking time allowed, the
capabilities_of available parking payment
devices, and any other factors the Director
determines are pertinent. In setting rates,
the Director is not subject to Chapter 3.02 of
the Seattle Municipal Code.

B. The Director of Transportation is
authorized to set parking rates up to $2.50
per houx.

C. In establishing parking rates, the
Director shall consider the following objec~
tives:

1. To maintain adequate turnover of on-
street parking spaces and reduce incidents of
meter feeding in commercial districts;

9. To encourage an adequate amount of
on-street parking availability for a variety of
parking users, efficient use of off-street park:
ing facilities, and enhanced use of transit and
other transportation alternatives; and,

3. To reduce congestion in travel lanes
caused by drivers seeking on-street park-
ing.

Section 3. Effective January 1, 2009,
Section 3 of Ordinance 121330 1s repealed
as follows:

((Sectionr—-—TFhe—Di
TPransportatior set
rakes',—pttrsme—to-Seatﬁe—M\tmctpaFGode
Seﬁim&s—ﬂf}ﬁrﬁemﬁmerﬁh—\rp-tﬁ-the
foﬂewingvlhnitﬁ:-star‘emgﬂ?aﬁuary—l—;%eﬁ

ar—Shore-eerm—paH:iﬁg-spaces—M’d'r—t‘ ime
Limitsof-36-minutes-or-lessal

Vehicle Troad-Zones-$2:0 -96-perhour-per-park-
ing-space;

p—Ad-othe
hom“per-parkingspaee:))

Section 4. This ordinance shall -take
effect and be in force thirty (30) days from
and after its approval by the Mayor, but if not
approved and veturned by the Mayor within
ten (10) days after presentation, it shall take
effect as provided by Municipal Code Section ~
1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the 24th day
of November, 2008, and signed by me in open
session in authentication of its passage this
24th day of Novembex, 2008.

Richard Conlin

President of the City Council

Approved by me this 2nd day of December,
2008.

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this 4th day of December,
2008.

(Seal) Judith Pippin; City Clerk

Publication ordered by JUDITH PIPPIN,
City Clerk
Date of publication in the Seattle Daily
Journal of Commerce, December 11, 2008,
12/11(232344)
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