\N ORDINANCE relating to alarm systems and fire alarm systems; adding new

-
-

definitions and revising existing definitions; establishing primary billing
responsibility guidelines for licensing fee components; modifying penalty
provisions; establishing false alarm parameters; adding criminal penalties;
establishing a revised fee structure; adding an exemption from licensing fees for
federal and state governmental entities that respond to their own alarms;
extending the due date for false alarm fees and penalty provisions; amending
false alarm waiver provisions; amending fire alarm monitoring licensing fee
component; adding sections 6.10.025, 6.10.035, 6.10.120, 6.10.130 and 6.10.235
relating to billing procedures for change of subscriber location and change of
monitoring company; and amending Sections 6.10.005, 6.10.010, 6.10.015,
6.10.020, 6.10.030, 6.10.040, 6.10.050, 6.10.080, 6.10.100, 6.10.110, 6.10.205,
6.10.210, 6.10.215, 6.10.220, 6.10.230, 6.68.010, 10.08.140, 10.08.165, and
10.08.168, nicipal Code.
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ORDINANCE [ 219 2

AN ORDINANCE relating to alarm systems and fire alarm systems; adding new definitions and
revising existing definitions; establishing primary billing responsibility guidelines for
licensing fee components; modifying penalty provisions; establishing false alarm
parameters; adding criminal penalties; establishing a revised fee structure; adding an -
exemption from licensing fees for federal and state governmental entities that respond to
their own alarms; extending the due date for false alarm fees and penalty provisions;
amending false alarm waiver provisions; amending fire alarm monitoring licensing fee
component; adding sections 6.10.025, 6.10.035, 6.10.120, 6.10.130 and 6.10.235 relating
to billing procedures for change of subscriber location and change of monitoring
company; and amending Sections 6.10.005, 6.10.010, 6.10.015, 6.10.020, 6.10.030,
6.10.040, 6.10.050, 6.10.080, 6.10.100, 6.10.110, 6.10.205, 6.10.210, 6.10.215, 6.10.220,
6.10.230, 6.68.010, 10.08.140, 10.08.165, and 10.08.168, respectively, of the Seattle
Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, costs associated with responding to false monitored burglar alarms create a burden
on the Seattle Police Department and impair the Department’s ability to provide optimum
police protection and services to the people of the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to regulate monitored burglar alarms to alleviate the burden of the
costs associated with false alarms and to ensure the ability of the Seattle Police
Department to provide police protection and services to the citizens of the City of Seattle;
and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the people of the City of
Seattle that the costs associated with regulating monitored burglar alarms be collected by
the City in the form of a license fee to cover the costs of administering such regulations;
and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the people of the City of
Seattle that regulation include compensation for the costs to the City of responding to
false alarms and that false alarms be discouraged by imposing a penalty for each false
alarm on any person engaged in the business of monitoring burglar alarms; and

WHEREAS, it is fair and equitable for persons who are engaged in the business of monitoring
burglar alarms to pay regulatory fees including license fees and false alarm penalties to
defray the costs of responding to false burglar alarms; and

WHEREAS, fire alarms contribute to the preservation of the health, safety and welfare of the
people of the City of Seattle; and
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WHEREAS, buildings that require fire alarms under the Fire Code constitute a greater risk to the |
health, safety and welfare of the public than buildings that do not require alarms under the{ .
code, and such required fire alarms are imperative to the health, safety and welfare of the
people of the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, the costs associated with responding to false fire alarms impose a burden on the
Seattle Fire Department and impair the ability of the Fire Departrnent to provide optimum
fire protection to the people of the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to regulate fire alarms to ensure the ability of the Seattle Fire
Department to provide fire protection to the citizens of the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, it would be detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of the general public to
discourage the sending of a fire alarm by imposing a penalty for a false alarm; and

WHEREAS, since implementing Ordinance No. 121332 on January 1, 2004, the City, in
discussions with the alarm industry, has identified elements of the ordinance that need to
be revised; and

WHEREAS, there is a need to identify the monitoring entity that is primarily responsible for the
payment of certain fees where more than one monitoring entity provides alarm
monitoring services to any one location; and

WHEREAS, in order to align City costs and the burdens associated with false alarms, with alarm
~ fees charged, while encouraging the reduction of the number of false property alarms, the

City has recognized the need to adjust the fee schedule for property alarms; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to allow additional time for payment of false alarm fees and for
responding to false alarm appeals; and

WHEREAS, the fee payment responsibilities need to be established when an alarm subscriber
moves within the City, or changes alarm monitoring companies;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
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Section 1. Section 6.10.005 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

6.10.005 Definitions.

((A<)) The following definitions as well as ((¥))the definitions contained in Chapters
5.30 and 10.08 of the Seattle Municipal Code shall be fully applicable to this ((e))Chapter 6.10 in
its entirety, except as expressly stated to the contrary herein.

A. "Alarm site”" means the location at which a subscriber’s alarm system is installed.

((€9)B. "Alarm system" or "alarm device" means any system, device, or mechanism

which, when activated, transmits a telephonic, wireless, electronic, video, or other form of
message to an alarm system monitoring company, or some other number, or emits an audible or

visible signal that can be heard or seen by persons outside the protected premises, or transmits a

signal beyond the premises in some other fashion_((;e*eept—aﬂyhsystedeeﬁhieerer—meehaﬂism
pfhﬁaﬁWG%eﬁﬁg%mHehiée)). An alarm system or alarm device may consist of one or

more components (e.g., motion detector, window breach detector, or similar components) all
reporting to a central unit/system panel which, in turn, is connected to or reports to an alarm
system monitoring company via telephonic, wireless, electronic, video, or other form of message.

For purposes of this chapter, a system, device, or mechanism primarily protecting a motor

vehicle, or one designed to communicate a medical emergency, including but not limited to a

panic alarm button or similar device, is not considered to be an alarm system or alarm device.

C. "Alarm system monitoring company," means any individual, partnership, corporation,
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or other form of association that engages in the business of monitoring property, burglary, or

robbery alarm systems and shall include self-monitored alarm businesses, as defined herein. For

purposes of this chapter, alarm system monitoring companies include those dealers and installers

who contract with a property owner, subscriber, or customer, to perform alarm system

monitoring services and then subcontract with another alarm system monitoring company to

provide the actual monitoring service.

D. "Department" means the Department of Executive Administration of the City of

Seattle.

E. "False Alarm" means the notification to the Seattle Police Department or Seattle Fire

Department concerning the activation of an alarm system or alarm device when:

1. There is no evidence of a crime or other activity that warrants the assistance of

the Seattle Police Department on the premises, as indicated by the investigation of]|

a police officer on the scene or by the lack of a police report filed by the property

owner, and no individual who was on or near the premises or who had viewed a

video communication from the premises called for the dispatch or confirmed a

need for police response; or

2. There is no indication or presence of a fire on the premises, that warrants a call

for assistance from or investigation by the Seattle Fire Department, and no

individual who was on or near the premises or who had viewed a video

communication from the premises called for the dispatch or confirmed a need for

fire response; or
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3. The dispatch of police or fire personnel was cancelled by the alarm system

monitoring company, whether the alarm was cancelled before or after the arrival

of police or fire personnel at the alarm site.

F. "Monitoring" means the process by which an alarm system monitoring company

receives signals from an alarm system or alarm device.

G. “Self-monitored alarm business” means any person required to obtain a Seattle

business license pursuant to SMC Section 5.55.030 which elects to internally monitor its own

alarm systems or alarm devices and monitors three (3) or more alarm systems or business

locations located within the City limits.

H. "Subscriber" means a person having or maintaining an alarm system or alarm device

where such system is connected to or in communication with an alarm system monitoring

company.

Section 2. Section 6.10.010 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

6.10.010 Alarm System Monitoring Cdmpanies--Liéense required--Fee--
Identification.

A. It is unlawful for any person to engage in business in the City of Seattle as an alarm
system monitoring company without first having obtained an annual license to do so. An annual

license is required regardless of whether alarms are monitored from a location inside or outside
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B. The fee for such annual license is based upon two components:

1. The following aggregate amount:

Zero to 100 Seattle monitored alarm((s)) systems....$100.00 per annum;

101 to 200 Seattle monitored alarm((s)) systems....$200.00 per annum;

201 to 500 Seattle monitored alarm((s)) systems....$400.00 ber annum;

Over 500 Seattle monitored alarm((s)) systems....$500.00 per annum; and ((€2)
Eoxty))

2. Ten Dollars ((€$46))) ($10.00) per year for each property alarm, burglary

alarm, robbery alarm and panic alarm located in Seattle and monitored by the
alarm system monitoring company at any time during the calendar year.

C. When more than one alarm system monitoring company provides alarm system

monitoring service to any one location, all such companies shall be jointly and severally liable

for payment of all fees under subsection B, provided, however that:

1. It shall be the primary responsibility of the alarm system monitoring company

actually providing the twenty-four (24) hour monitoring service, pursuant to a

written contract between the alarm system monitoring companies, to pay the

license fee component set forth in subsection Bl;and

2. The alarm system monitoring company that maintains the service contract

directly with the subscriber is primarily responsible for the license fee component

set forth in subsection B2.
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E. The Department will issue a permit number to each alarm system monitoring company|

licensed under this chapter and such number shall be provided on the company’s businpss

license. The Seattle Police Department shall reference this number as their Unique Identifying

Number (UIN). All persons licensed pursuant to this chapter shall supply the Seattle Police

Department personnel with their permit number/UIN at the time an alarm is called in to the

Seattle Police Department.

((B-))F. The license required pursuant to this chapter is separate frorﬁ and in addition to
any license required by‘ any other chapter of the Seattle Municipal Codg: including, but not
limited to, that required pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business License Tax; Chapter 5.55, General
Administrative Provisions; and Chapter 6.08, pertaining to burglar alarms installers.

Section 3. Séction 6.10.015 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

6.10.015 Annual license and due date.

A. The annual license renewal fee shall be payable ((Me)) by ((the)) an alarm
system monitoring company on a calendar year basis ((exeeptin2004where-the-annual license
fee shall be-due by-April-1)). Licenses expire on December 31 in the calendar year in which they

were issued and must be renewed and payment due by January 31 of the next year in order to

avoid penalty.

B. Application for, and renewal of, the annual license shall be on forms specified by the
Director and shall be accompanied by the license fee. Each annual application for, or renewal of,
a license shall contain a list of all addresses at which monitored alarm systems are installed, the

name of the corresponding subscriber, customer number, if applicable, and the number of alarm
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systems at such address.
Section 4. Section 6.10.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:
6.10.020 Calculation of fees.
A. For (N)new alarm system monitoring companies, ((with-pay)) the fee contained in

SMC Section 6.10.010 (A1) B1((whieh)) shall be computed on the number of alarm

systems monitored at the time of initial application.

B. The license fee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.010 ((A~%))) B1 shall not

be adjusted quarterly for the number of alarm systems monitored each quarter (GGheweverthefee

C. The license fee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.010 ((A~(2))) B2 shall be

adjusted quarterly to reflect additional alarm systems first monitored during that quarter. Each
alarm system monitoring company shall file quarterly, ip the format specified by the Director, a
list of all additional addresses at which it monitored alarms during such quarter, the nam?: of the
corresponding subscriber,. and the number and types of alarms at such address. The quarterly

report should also list the above information for alarm systems that have been discontinued or, if

known. transferred to another alarm system monitoring company. The quarterly report shall be

accompanied by payment of the additional ((forty-dollar-{$46:00))) Ten Dollars ($10.00) per

alarm system fee due, if any. See proration calculations in SMC Section 6.10.030 below. ((Fhe
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D. Each alarm system monitoring company shall file a quarterly report regardless of

whether there have been any subscription changes or if any additional fees are due.

Section 5. Section 6.10.025 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

6.10.025 Exemption.

The Federal Government, its departments and institutions, the State of Washington, its

departments or institutions, who respond to its own alarm systems with commissioned officers

employed directly by such entities, shall be exempt from the alarm system monitoring business

license fees established by SMC Section 6.10.010.

Section 6. Section 6.10.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

6.10.030 License fee proration.

A. In calculating the license fee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.010 (AH))
B1, only the initial license fee will be prorated on a quarterly basis for applications made after the
first quarter.

B. The license fee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.010 ((A-(2))) B2 will be

prorated in equal amounts on a quarterly basis for alarm systems that begin to be monitored after
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Section 7. Section 6.10.035 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

6.10.035 Change of subscriber location or monitoring éompanv.

A. An alarm system monitoring company shall not owe an additional licensing fee for

any license fee that has been already paid under SMC Section 6.310.010 B2, when a subscriber

moves their alarm site to another location within the City of Seattle; provided that, the alarm

system monitoring company must provide the Director with information regarding the alarm site

which has been moved, including but not limited to, the previous and new addresses of the alarm

site and satisfactory proof of payment of the licensing fee component contained in SMC Section

6.10.010 B2. Such information must be provided in the next quarterly report due after the

movement of the alarm site.

B. A credit will be given for the prorated portion of the license fee contained in SMC

Section 6.10.010 B2 paid by another alarm monitoring company for the present year on an alarm

system that is transf_erred from one company to another alarm system monitoring company;

provided that, satisfactory proof that the license fee component contained in SMC Section

6.10.010 B2 has been paid and is supplied to the Director.

Section 8. Section 6.10.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

.6.10.040 Duty of licensee.

A. Tt shall be the duty of all licensees grénted licenses under this chapter to comply with
all applicable regulations in this chapter or elsewhere, including, wifhout limitation, SMC
Chapter 10.08. The failure of any licensee to do so shall be a violation of this chapter and

grounds to suspend or revoke the license.

10
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B. No licensee granted a license under this chapter shall allow any person who has had
their alarm monitoring license revoked or suspended by the City of Seattle to ((be-finaneially

interested)) have a financial or ownership interest in its business, or to be in its employ, within

one year from the date of such revocation or suspension.

Section 9. Section 6.10.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

6.10.050 Licenses not transferable.

No licensé issued pursuant to this chapter shall be transferable unless in accordance with
SMC Chapter 6.02. A person not previously licensed that assumes responsibility for monitoring
alarms for which another person has paid the annual license fee shall obtain a new license for the
remainder of the year by paying the license fee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.010
((AH)) BL.

Section 10. Section 6.10.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

6.10.080 Penalty and interest for failure t;) pay.

A. If a license application, renewal, quarterly report, or payment of any fee due under this ‘:

g
arwathin
O —vv it

chapter ((1n natrecaived-on oF b ore. a lact davaftha a1t i adhielh 1 1‘\ maac duia
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a%e&ef—&me—gfaﬁed—by—the@ﬁeﬁef)) is received between one (1) and thirty (30) days

after the date the fee becomes due, there shall be added to the amount((;)) due a penalty of ten

percent (10%) of the fees owing or Twenty Dollars ($20), whichever is greater ((if-the-payment

1o 1ved betuween-one (1 and thirke 200 daszc q r tha Aate 1t hecomes due—or Ifthe
gHBetwWwolont ) d-thity (ovydayoar ter-the-date1t-vecomesSall;or) ).

payment is received more than thirty (30) days after the date it becomes due, there will be added

11
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to the amount due a penalty of twenty percent (20%) of the fees owing or Thirty Dollars ($30),

whichever is greater ((-ifthe-paymentislaterthan thirty-(30)-days-after-the-due-date)).

B. The licensee shall be notified by mail, or electronically as has been previously agreed

upon between the Department and the alarm system monitoring company, of the amount of any

penalties so added, and the same shall become due and shall be paid within ten (10) days from

the date of such notice.

C. Any fee required by this chapter that is not paid within ninety (90) days after the due

date shall be subject to interest and calculated in the same manner as described in SMC Secﬁon

5.55.090 B2 pertaining to deficiency tax assessments. Nothing in this subsection shall be

construed to deem any fees required under this chapter to be a tax.

Section 11. Section 6.10.100 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

6.10.100 Penalty for false alarms.

A. The sending of an alarm by an ((aa{emaﬁ&prepe;@—a&&ﬂn—aﬂd%er—amemaﬁé—b&@laﬁ))

alarm system monitoring company, which results in the dispatch of the police and subsequent

arrival by the police at the alarm site ((to-the-premises-on-an-emergeney basis)) shall be subject to
a false alarm ((response)) fee of ((ene-hundred-twenty-five-doHars($125:00))) Ninety Dollars

($90.00) whenever there is no evidence of a crime or other activity that would warrant a call for
police assistance or investigation at the premises; provided((;)) however, that no false alarm fee
shall be assessed if any individual who was on or near the premises, or who had viewed a video

communication from the premises, called for the dispatch and confirmed a need for ((a)) police

12
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response. ((Fh

eompany:))

B. In the event that police were dispatched to the premises and such dispatch was

subsequently cancelled prior to the police officer(s) arrival at the alarm site, the alarm system -

monitoring company shall be subject to a false alarm fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00).

Section 12. Section 6.10.110 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

6.10.110 Notice and hearing on penalty for false alarms.

A. The Department shall mail by first class mail, or transmit electronically if previduily

agreed between the Department and the alarm system monitoring company, a written notice of
the false alarm ((zespense)) fee to the alarm system monitoring company. The notice shall state
the date and time of the false alarm, and that the alarm system monitoring company is entitled to

a hearing to respond to the notice and introduce any evidence to refute or mitigate ((the-fee)) the

determination that the false alarm occurred. All false alarm fees are due and payable within
((thirty(30Y)) sixty (60) days of the date that the Department mails or transmits the notice,
unless: (1) an‘appeal is filed pursuant to subsection B of this section, in which case the fees
appealed from are due and payable within ten (10) days after the date bof the written ruling, or (2)
a waiver is requested and an alarm user class is scheduled pursuant to subsection D of this
section.

B. An'alar‘m system monitoring company wanting to contest a false alarm fee shall file a

written appeal with the Director within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. A hearing

13
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shall be held by the Director, or the Director's designee, not rﬁore than ((fourteen-(14))) twenty
(20) days from the date the appeal is filed. Within twenty (20) days after the hearing, the
Department shall issue a written ruling including factual findings and the Director's conclusion,
with supporting reasons((;)) affirming or reversing the notice. The Decision of the Director shall
be final.

C. The Director may, but is not required to, delegate authority to conduct hearings under

this section to the Seattle Police Department.

D. The Director may waive the first false alarm fee once within an eighty-four (84)

month period per alarm site, ((en-a-one-time-basis;)) if the owner of the monitored alarm attends

an alarm user class as defined in Section 10.08.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code. The owner of

the alarm must attend the class within one hundred and twenty (120) ((99)) days of the date of the

false alarm billing. A current Seattle subscriber that moves to a new address within Seattle shall

receive a waiver for the first false alarm at the subscriber’s new location if the owner attends a

class after moving to the new location within one hundred twenty (120) days of the false alarm,

regardless of whether the first time waiver was granted to the subscriber at the subscriber’s

previous address.
Section 13. Section 6.10.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

6.10.120 Criminal Conduct.

Unlawful conduct under SMC Sections 6.10.010 or 6.10.210, or the violation of or failure

to comply with any provision of this chapter, or any rule or regulation, or final order of the

Director or Hearing Examiner made pursuant to this chapter shall be a crime subject to the -

14
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provisions of the Seattle Criminal Code. Any such crime under this chapter is punishable by a

fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment for a term of not more

than six (6) months, or both.

Section 14. Section 6.10.130 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

6.10.130 Civil Violations.

A. Any unlawful conduct under SMC Sections 6.10.010 or 6.10.210, or the violation of

or failure to comply with any provision of this chapter, or any rule or regulation, or final order of

the Director or Hearing Examiner made pursuant to this chapter shall be a civil violation

punishable by a civil fine or forfeiture not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ( $500.0@

B. Each day of continued violation or noncompliance constitutes a sebarate offense.

Section 15. Section 6.10.205 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:
6.10.205 Definitions.

Except as otherwise specifically provided in this subchapter, the definitions contained in

SMC Section 6.10.005 shall be fully applicable to fire alarm monitoring companies:

A. "Fire alarm monitoring company” means any individual, partnership, corporation, or
other form of association that is listed with Underwriters' Laboratories as a "Full Service
Company" or "Monitoring Company," and engages in the business of monitoring fire alarm

systemsllocated within the ((¢))City of Seattle. For the purposes of this chapter, fire alarm

monitoring companies include those dealers and installers who contract with a property owner,

subscriber, or customer, to perform fire alarm system monitoring services and then subcontract

15
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with another fire alarm monitoring company to provide the actual monitoring service.

B. "Fire alarm system" means a system, or portion of a combination system, that is
approved by the Seattle Fire Department and that consists of components and circuits arranged to

monitor and annunciate the status of fire alarm or supervisory signal-initiating devices and to

initiate the appropriate response to those signals. This definition includes fire protection

sprinkler systems, as that term is defined in subsection C of this section, but does not include .

heat or smoke detectors that are installed in conjunction with property or burglary alarms as

defined in SMC Section 10.08.140, and that are not approved by the Seattle Fire Department.

C. "Fire Protection Sprinkler System" means an assembly of underground and/or

overhead piping or conduit beginning at the connection to the primary water supply, whether

public or private, that conveys water with or without other agents to dispersal openings or

devices to extinguish, control, or contain fire and to provide protection from exposure to fire or

other products of combustion and consisting of at least 100 sprinkler heads, except for structures

constructed after August 15, 2004, for which such system shall consist of the number of sprinkler

heads required by the Seattle Building Code and the Seattle Fire Code, as amended from time to
- _

Section 16. Section 6.10.210 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

6.10.210 Fife alarm monitoring companies--License required--Fee.

A. It is unlawful for a fire alarm monitoring company to engage in the business of

monitoring fire alarm systems located within the ((¢))City of Seattle without first having obtained|

16
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an annual license to do so. ((Fh
Thefollowingaggregate-amount:))

B. The fee for such annual license is based upon two components:

1. The following aggregate amount:

Zero to 100 Seattle monitored fire alarm((s)) systems.... $100.00 per annum;
101 to 200 Seattle monitored fire alarm((s)) systems.... $200.00 per annum;
201 to 500 Seattle monitored fire alarm((s)) systems.... $400.00 per annum;
Over 500 Seattle monitored fire alarm((s)) systems.... $500.00 per annum; and
((and-(2)0))2._One of the following amounts for eéch fire alarm system located in|
Seattle and monitored by the fire alarm monitoring company at any time during

the calendar yeat:

a. Fire ((A))alarm systems serving structures five or more stories or

structures exceeding 200,000 square feet in building floor area((required

byseatt}e—F%Ee—Geée—eFSe&ﬁle-B&ﬂdiﬂg-@ede))....((%%GO)) $693.00 per

fire alarm system, per annum; or

b. Fire ((A))alarm systems ((net-peqa'ged—by—Seafeﬂe—Fi*e—Gede—er—Seaﬁ-le

Building Code)) serving structures that are 3 or 4 stories and less than

200,000 square feet in building floor area....(($86-00)) $223.00 per fire

alarm system, per annum; Or

¢. Fire alarm systems serving structures less than three stories and less

than 200,000 square feet in building floor area.... $76.00 per fire alarm

17
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system, per annum.

C. A fire alarm monitoring company that has paid an alarm system monitoring company

license fee as required in SMC Section 6.10.010 B1, will not have to pay a fire alarm monitoring

company license fee as required in SMC Section 6.10.210 B1, provided that all monitored fire

alarm systems were used to compute the number of all alarm systems (both fire alarm and alarm

systems) in SMC Section 6.10.010 B1.

D. When more than one fire alarm monitoring company is involved with providing fire

alarm system monitoring service to any one location, all such companies shall be jointly and

severally liable for payment of all fees under subsection B, provided, however, that:

1. It shall be the responsibility of the ‘ﬁre alarm monitoring company actually

providing twenty-four (24) hour monitoring service, pursuant to a written contract

. between the fire alarm monitoring companies, to pay the license fee component

set forth in subsection B1 of this section; and

2. The fire alarm monitoring company which maintains the service contract

directly with the subscriber shall be primarily responsible for the license fee

component set forth in subsection B2 of this section.

E. Modifications or upgrades to a fire alarm system originally serving an alarm site will

be considered as part of one alarm system for the purpose of calculating license fees, regardless

of the number of system panels. At the discretion of the Director, and upon recommendation by

the Fire Marshall, the Director may waive or adjust such fees as necessary and appropriate,

18.




O oo ~ - W o W [\ p—

o] ~J N i EEN W (\*] [ [a) O o] ~ N W N (98] N —_ ()

Mel McDonald/GMH

DEA 2005 Alarm License Ordinance
May 19, 2005

version #17

((B:))F. A heat or smoke detector that is installed in conjunction with a property or
burglar alarm ((and-is-net-approved-by-the-Seattle Eire Departinent)) shall be subject only to the
annual license fees and related provisions contained in subchapter I of this chapter.

((€))G. The license required pursuant to this subchapter is separate from and in addition
to any license required by any other chapter of the Seattle Municipal Code including, but not
limited to, that required pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business License Tax; Chapter 5.55, General
Administrative Provisions; and Chapter 6.08, pertaining to burglar alarms installers.

((®-))H. The issuance and renewal of a license pursuant to this subchapter is conditioned
upon the fire alarm monitoring company's continuing conformance with all requirements of the
Seattle Fire Code and the Seattle Fire Department Administrative Rules for central station
monitoring, |

Section 17. Section 6.10.215 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

6.10.215 Annual license and due date.

A. The annual license rene;Nal fee shall be payable ((in-advanee)) by the fire alarm

monitoring company on a calendar year basis ((-exeeptin2004;-where-the-annualfee-shall-be

due by-April1)). Licenses expire on December 31 in the calendar year in which they were issued

and must be renewed and payment due by January 31 of the next year in order to avoid penalty.
B. Application for, and renewal of, the annual license shall be on forms specified by the
Director and shall be accompanied by the license fee. Each annual application for, or renewal of,

a license shall contain a list by fee category of all buildings in which the applicant monitors fire

19
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alarm systems, showing the street address for each building where the applicant monitors fire
alarm systems; the number of fire alarm systems monitored by the applicant in each individual |
listed building; and the name, addresses and telephone number for the owner of each monitored
fire alarm system.

Section 18. Section 6.10.220 of the -Seattle Mﬁnicipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

6.10.220 Calculation of fees.

A. For (N))new fire alarm monitoring companies, ((will-pay)) the fee contained in SMC
Section 6.10.210 (A1) B1((-whieh)) shall be computed on the number of fire alarm systems
monitored at the time of initial application.

B. The license fee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.210 (A1) B1 shall not

be adjusted quarterly for the number of fire alarm systems monitored each quarter((;howeverthe

C. The license fee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.210 ((A-2))) B2 shall be
adjusted quarterly to reflect adaitional fire alarm systems first monitored during that quarter.
Each fire alarm monitoring coﬁlpany shall file quarterly, in the format specified by the Director, 2
list of all additional addresses at which it monitored fire alarms during such quarter, the name of

the corresponding subscriber, and the number of fire alarms at such address. The quarterly report

should also list fire alarm systems that have been discontinued or, if known, transferred to

another fire alarm monitoring company. The quarterly report shall be accompanied by payment

of the additional per-fire-alarm-system fee due, if any. See proration calculations in SMC

20
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D. Each fire alarm monitoring company shall file a quarterly report regardless of whether
any additional fees are due.

Section 19. Section 6.10.230 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

6.10.230 License fee proration.

A. In calculating the license fee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.210 (A<1)))

B1, only the initial license fee will be prorated on a quartetly basis for applications made after the
first quarter.
B. The license fee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.210 ((A~+2))) B2 will be

prorated in equal amounts on a quarterly basis for fire alarm systems that begin to be monitored

Section 20. Section 6.10.235 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

6.10.235 Change of subscriber location or monitoring company.

A. A fire alarm monitoring company shall not owe an additional licensing fee for any

license fee that has been alréady paid under SMC Section 6.10.210 B2, when a subscriber moves

21
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their alarm site to another location within the City of Seattle; provided that, the fire alarm

monitoring company must provide the Director with information regarding the alarm site which

has been moved, including but not limited to, the previous and new addresses of the alarm site

and satisfactory proof of payment of the licensing fee component contained in SMC Section

6.10.210 B2. Such information must be provided in the next quarterly report due after the

movement of the alarm site.

B. A credit will be given for the prorated portion of the license fee contained in SMC

Section 6.10.210 B2 paid by another fire alarm monitoring company for the present year on a fire

alarm system that is transferred from one company to another fire alarm monitoring company;

provided that, satisfactory proof that the license fee component contained in SMC Section

0. 10.210 B2 has been paid and is supplied to the Director.
| Section 21. Section 6.68.010 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:
6.68.010 Violation--Penalty.

Unless otherwise specifically provided for elsewhere in this subtitle, ((A))any person

violating or failing to comply with any of the provisions of this subtitle shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine in any sum not
exceeding Three Hundred Dollars ($300), or by imprisonment in the City Jail for a period not

exceeding ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.
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Section 22. Section 10.08.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:
10.08.140 Definitions.
koK

)

I "False Alarm" means the notification to the Seattle Police Department concerning the

activation of ((a-property-orburglary-alarm)) an alarm system or alarm device when:

1. There is no evidence of a crime or other activity that warrants the assistance of

the Seattle Police Department on the premises ((that-would-wasrant-a-catl-for

immediate-police-assistance-or police-investigation)), as indicated by the

investigation of a police officer on the scene or by the lack of a police report filed

by the property owner((;)), and ((2—))no individual who was on or near the

premises or who had viewed a video communication from the premises, called for

the dispatch or confirmed a need for ((animmediate)) police response((=)); or

2. The dispatch of police personnel was cancelled by the alarm system monitorin

company, whether the alarm was cancelled before or after the arrival of police

personnel at the alarm site.

Kok
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Section 23. Section 10.08.165 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as

follows:
10.08.165 Alarm system monitoring companies — Verification process .

Every alarm system monitoring company engaged in business activities in Seattle shall:

A. Obtain a City of Seattle ((business)) alarm system monitoring company license from

the Department of Executive Administration as provided in SMC Chapter 6.10;
KKk

Section 24. Section 10.08.168 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

10.08.168 Determination — Rébuttable presumption.

For the purposes of this subchapter, thére isa rebuttable presumption that the following
determinations made by the Chief of Police, or made on behalf of the Chief by a police officer
dispatched to the premises, are correct:

A. There is no evidence of a crime or other activity that would warrant a call for
((immediate)) police assistance or police investigation at the premises; and

B. No individual who was on or near the premises, or who had viewed a video
communication from the premises, called for the dispatch or verified a need for ((aﬁ—'}mmeéia’ee))

police response.

24
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Section 25. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and

after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10)

days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Gregory J.

{

Filed by me this ) day of [ Yrbe , 2005.

City Cle
(Seal) L/

25
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
{ Executive Administration | Mel McDonald / 3-0071 | Karl Stickel / 4-8085
Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE relating to alarm systems and fire alarm systems; adding new definitions and
revising existing definitions; establishing primary billing responsibility guidelines for licensing
fee components; modifying penalty provisions; establishing false alarm parameters; adding
criminal penalties; establishing a revised fee structure; adding an exemption from licensing fees
for federal and state governmental entities that respond to their own alarms; extending the due
date for false alarm fees and penalty provisions; amending false alarm waiver provisions;
amending fire alarm monitoring licensing fee component; adding sections 6.10.025, 6.10.035,
6.10.120, 6.10.130 and 6.10.235 relating to billing procedures for change of subscriber location
and change of monitoring company; and amending Sections 6.10.005, 6.10.010, 6.10.015,
6.10.020, 6.10.030, 6.10.040, 6.10.050, 6.10.080, 6.10.100, 6.10.110, 6.10.205, 6.10.210,
6.10.215, 6.10.220, 6.10.230, 6.68.010, 10.08.140, 10.08.165, and 10.08.168, respectively, of the
Seattle Municipal Code.

e Summary of the Legislation:
The proposed ordinance revises the burglar and fire alarm fees provided for in Seattle
Municipal Code Chapter 6.10, so that projected fee revenues are aligned with the City’s
costs for response to false or intentional alarms by both the Seattle Police Department (SPD)
and Seattle Fire Department (SFD), and for the costs of regulatory activities of the
Department of Executive Administration (DEA). The legislation also clarifies and amends
certain sections to reflect new procedures concerning SPD false burglar alarms.

¢ Background: :
In November 2003, the City adopted Ordinance 121332 pertaining to burglar and fire alarm

license fees and false alarm fees. The City imposed regulatory fees on alarm system
monitoring companies to defray the SPD and SFD costs in responding to false alarm
responses. Prior to Ordinance 121332, the cost for SPD and SFD response to false and
unintentional alarms was borne by the public through the General Subfund. The number of
alarm systems in the City continues to grow, resulting in a growing number of false and
unintentional alarms and an escalating cost burden to the City.

Under the current ordinance, codified as SMC Chapter 6.10, the City levies a license fee for
both burglar alarms and fire alarms. The City also levies a false alarm fee on alarms
responded to by the SPD. These fees are administered by DEA in its regulatory and revenue
licensing authority. The annual license fees and false alarm fees which are assessed upon
alarm monitoring companies, rather than individual alarm system subscribers.

1
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The intent of imposing alarm license fees and false alarm fees is to recover the City’s costs
of responding to false alarms, to hold alarm monitoring companies accountable for false
alarms, and to provide an incentive for the alarm monitoring companies and their
subscribers to reduce false alarms.

The proposed legislation establishes a new alarm fee structure. Since adoption of Ordinance
121332, the City has worked to restructure the annual permit fee to make it more responsive
to industry concerns, while ensuring that the City fully recovers all costs associated with
false alarms. Additionally, the proposed legislation establishes criteria that create a more
equitable distribution of the fees and allows for improved review, reconciliation, and audit.

o Please check one of the following:

This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)

X  This legislation has financial implications. (Please complete all relevant sections that

follow.)

Costs. The City estimates that responding to false alarms costs the City approximately
$2,233,000 each year. This includes SPD costs of $1,116,000, SFD costs of $967,000, and
DEA costs of $150,000. These costs are based upon the number of false alarms and the direct
and indirect costs in responding to and administering those alarms. DEA administers the alarm
license fee and false alarm fee programs. Approximately 85% of DEA’s workload is on behalf
of SPD, and the remaining 15% on behalf of SFD.

Revenues. The fee structure proposed in this legislation realigns anticipated revenues from
collected fees with the City’s associated costs. The fee structure proposed in this ordinance, will
result in revenues of $1,836,000, directly corresponding with the total costs of the service.

Burglar alarm fee changes. The City determined that the fees covering SPD costs and SFD costs
should be kept separate. To achieve approximate full cost recovery and continue the incentive
to reduce false alarm dispatches, a following new annual fee schedule is proposed:

o False alarm fee: $90 (current fee: $125).
e "Victor calls" fee (dispatched but cancelled prior to arrival): $30 (current fee: $125).
¢ Burglar alarm license fee: $10 (current fee: $40).

These fee levels will generate estimated revenues of $1,254,000, to offset SPD costs and
associated DEA enforcement costs.
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Fire alarm fee changes. Currently, the fire alarm license fees are $320 for monitored alarms
required by the Fire Code and $80 for monitored alarms not required by the Fire Code. The
proposed fee structure revises the current arrangement, creating three categories of annual fees:

e Large Structures (5 stories or 200,000 sq. ft. or greater): $693.
e Medium Structures (3 to 4 stories and less than 200,000 sq.ft.): $223.
e Other Structures (Less than 3 stories and less than 200,000 sq.ft.): $76.

These fee levels will generate estimated revenues of $582,000 to offset SFD costs and
associated DEA enforcement costs. As an incentive to subscribers and licensees to work on
reducing the number of false fire alarms, the SFD will absorb the cost of the first false alarm fee
per license. Accordingly, as the number of false alarms declines, the City will be in a position to
reduce the fire alarm license fee.

Appropriations: This table should reflect appropriations that are a direct result of this
legislation. In the event that the project/ programs associated with this ordinance have
appropriations that were, or will be, received because of previous or future legislation or
budget actions, please provide details in the Notes section below.

Fund Name and Department Budget Control 2005 2006 Anticipated
Number Level* Appropriation | Appropriation

TOTAL
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Notes: SPD anticipates adding an administrative position to support its False Alarm Unit. The
DEA anticipates adding a license and standards inspector position to reduce the backlog and
maintain administration of the numerous licensees in the alarm license fee program.

Anticipated Revenue/Reimbursement: Resulting From This Legislation: This table should
reflect revenues/reimbursements that are a direct result of this legislation. In the event that the
issues/projects associated with this ordinance/resolution have revenues or reimbursements that
were, or will be, received because of previous or future legislation or budget actions, please
provide details in the Notes section below the table.

Fund Name and Department Revenue Source 2005 2006
Number Revenue * Revenue
General Subfund DEA Alarm License $1,906,000 $1,836,000
(00100) Fees

TOTAL $1,906,000 $1,836,000

Notes: *The City also expects 2004 back fee payments from a large monitoring company
equaling approximately $1.2 million.

Total Regular Positions Created Or Abrogated Through This Legislation, Including FTE
Impact: This table should only reflect the actual number of positions created by this legislation
In the event that positions have been, or will be, created as a result of previous or future
legislation or budget actions, please provide details in the Notes section below the table.

Position Title and Fund Fund Part- 2005 2005 2006 20006
Department* Name Number Time/ Positions | FTE | Positions** | FTE**
Full Time
TOTAL

* List each position separately
** 2006 positions and FTE are total 2006 position changes resulting from this legislation, not

incremental changes. Therefore, under 2006, please be sure to include any continuing positions
from 2005

Notes: This ordinance does not create or abrogate positions. SPD anticipates adding an
administrative position to support its False Alarm Unit, and DEA anticipates adding one
licenses and standards inspector position to reduce the backlog and maintain administration of
the numerous licensees in the alarm license fee program. These positions will be authorized
through a separate ordinance.

e Do positions sunset in the future? (If yes, identify sunset date):
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Not applicable.

Spending/Cash Flow: This table should be completed only in those cases where part or all of
the funds authorized by this legislation will be spent in a different year than when they were
appropriated (e.g., as in the case of certain grants and capital projects). Details surrounding
spending that will occur in future years should be provided in the Notes section below the table.

Fund Name and Department Budget Control 2005 2006 Anticipated
Number Level* Expenditures Expenditures

TOTAL

Notes: Not applicable.

e  What is the financial cost of not implementing the legislation?
Because the City is experiencing higher collections than forecasted, the revenue generated
from under the current alarm fee structure will outpace the City’s costs to respond to false
alarms and to enforce the alarm system regulatory provisions.

o What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or
similar objectives?
None.

e Is the legislation subject to public hearing requirements: No.

o Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation):
With the implementation of the revised legislation, there may be opposition from the alarm
monitoring companies, and related market segments, with respect to the current processes
involved in paying the license fee and tracking false alarms through their customer base.

Please list attachments to the fiscal note below:

Not applicable.




(Q}T» City of Seattle

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor
Office of the Mayor

July 26, 2005

Honorable Jan Drago
President

Seattle City Council
City Hall, 2" Floor

Dear Council President Drago:

The attached proposed Council Bill restructures the license fees and false alarm fees imposed by the
City on alarm system monitoring companies. The proposed new fee structure aligns total fee |
revenues with the City’s regulatory costs and the cost to the City of responding to false alarms. The
proposed legislation also addresses issues raised by the alarm monitoring industry since the City
started imposing these regulatory license fees and associated false alarm fees on January 1, 2004.

In November 2003, the City adopted Ordinance 121332 (codifed as SMC Ch. 6.10), requiring alarm
system monitoring companies to obtain licenses. The associated license fees and false alarm fees
defray the costs of false alarm responses by the Seattle Police Department and Seattle Fire
Department. Additionally, holding the alarm system monitoring companies accountable for false
alarms provides incentive for the companies and their subscribers to reduce the number of false
alarms and the drain on the City’s police and fire resources. The proposed legislation restructures
the license fees to more closely align costs to revenue. The legislation also revises SMC Ch. 6.10 to
reflect new procedures concerning false alarms, billing procedures, exemptions and penalties. These
new procedures respond to industry concerns, as well as assist the City in administration and
enforcement of alarm monitoring regulations.

The proposed revisions will create a more equitable fee structure and establishes improved review,
reconciliation and audit provisions in the regulation of alarm monitoring companies. Thank you for
your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions, please contact Ken Nakatsu at
684-0505 or Mel McDonald at 233-0071.

Sincerely,

GREG NICKELS
Mayor of Seattle

cc: Honorable Members of the Seattle City Councﬂ

600 Fourth Avenue, 7" Floor, P.O. Box 94749, Seattle, WA 98124-4749
Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811 Fax: (206) 684-5360, E:mail: mayors.office@seattle.gov ;
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon requ




Mel McDonald/GMH

DEA 2005 Alarm License Ordinance

May 19, 2005

version #16 /

ORDINANCE /

AN ORDINANCE relating to alarm systems and fire alarm systems; addlng/new deﬁnltlons and
revising existing definitions; establishing primary billing responflblhty gu1dehnes for
licensing fee components; modifying penalty provisions; establishing false alarm
parameters; adding criminal penaltics; establishing a rev1se</1/{ee structure; adding an
exemption from licensing fees for federal and state goverpmental ent1tles that respond to
their own alarms; extending the due date for false alam; tees and, penalty provisions;
amending false alarm waiver provisions; amending firé alarm momtonng licensing fee
component; adding sections 6.10.025, 6.10.035, 6.10.120, 6. 10.130 and 6.10.235 relating
to billing procedures for change of subscnber locénon and change of monitoring
company; and amending Sections 6.10.005, 6. }0 010, 6,10.015, 6.10.020, 6.10.030,
6.10.040, 6.10.050, 6.10.080, 6.10.100, 6. IO/flO 6.10: 205, 6.10.210, 6.10.215, 6.10.220,
6.10.230, 6.68.010, 10.08.140, 10.08.165 /énd 10. 08 168, respectively, of the Seattle

Municipal Code. /,/
Vi

WHEREAS, since implementing Ordinancé "No. 121332 on January 1, 2004, the City, in
discussions with the alarm 1ndust6/ has 1dent1ﬁed elements of the ordinance that need to
be revised; and '/ ‘

WHEREAS, there is a need to 1dent1fy the momtorlng entity that is primarily responsible for the
payment of certain fees wﬁere more than one monitoring entity provides alarm
monitoring services to any one location; and

WHEREAS, in order to ahgn City costs and the burdens associated with false alarms, with alarm
fees charged, whlle encouraging the reduction of the number of false property alarms, the
City has reconged the need to adjust the fee schedule for property alarms; and

WHEREAS, the Clty‘ desues to allow additional time for payment of false alarm fees and for
respondln !fo false alarm appeals; and

WHEREAS, the' fee payment responsibilities need to be established when an alarm subscriber

moves /w1th1n the City, or changes alarm monitoring companies;
(/

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT OR/DAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
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v /
Section 1. Section 6.10.005 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amende(j,f'éis follows:

Mel McDonald/GMH )

6.10.005 Definitions.

A

((A<)) The following definitions as well as ((¥))the definitions confgai’f;éd in Chapters
5.30 and 10.08 of the Seattle Municipal Code shall be fully applicablg,t(f)}this ((e))Chapter 6.10 in

its entirety, except as expressly stated to the contrary herein.

A. "Alarm site" means the location at which a subsqriber’s alarm system 1is installed.

€:))B. "Alarm system" or "alarm deyi’ée" means any system, device, or mechanism
y y 8y

7

which, when activated, transmits a telephgrﬁc, wireless, electronic, video, or other form of
. . // . .
message to an alarm system momtorlr}g company, or some other number, or emits an audible or
visible signal that can be heard or },s"éen by persons outside the protected premises, or transmits a
signal beyond the premises in §6me other fashion ((;exeeptany-system;-device,or-mechanism
7
. . . '// . . .
primarily protectinga-metor-vehiele)). An alarm system or alarm device may consist of one or
.,;

/

more components (e.g., motion detector, window breach detector, or similar components) all
‘J’:“

reporting to a central unit/system panel which, in turn, is connected to or reports to an alarm

K

’«') . . . . . 4
system monitoring,company via telephonic, wireless, electronic, video, or other form of message.

For purposes of this chapter. a system, device, or mechanism primarily protecting a motor

vehicle, or oné designed to communicate a medical emergency, including but not limited to a

panic alarm button or similar device, is not considered to be an alarm system or alarm device.

i

C. /"Alarm system monitoring company," means any individual, partnership, corporation,
[i
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y

pd
. - . . . . !‘l
or other form of association that engages in the business of monitoring property, burglap% or
/

o

robbery alarm systems and shall include self-monitored alarm businesses, as deﬁr}@(‘fﬂherein. For

Vs

purposes of this chapter, alarm system monitoring companies include those gleglers and installers

i

3 . ﬁﬁ
who contract with a property owner, subscriber, or customer, to perforn},zﬂarm system
A
monitoring services and then subcontract with another alarm svstemzfr/r/lonitoring company to
Vi

A

provide the actual monitoring service. ya

rd

D. "Department" means the Department of Execut{i»@é Administration of the City of

Seattle.

E. "False Alarm" means the notification )to"”ﬁthe Seattle Police Depértment or Seattle Fire

Department concerning the activation of an alarm system or alarm device when:

2

1. There is no evidence (‘)f"a crime or other activity that warrants the assistance of

the Seattle Police Depaftment on the premises, as indicated by the investigation of]

a police officer on the scene or by the lack of a police report filed by the property

owner, and no individual who was on or near the premises or who had viewed a

video commﬁnication from the premises called for the dispatch or confirmed a

need for police response; or

2. There is no indication or presence of a fire on the premises, that warrants a call

for gésistance from or investigation by the Seattle Fire Department, and no

individual who was on or near the premises or who had viewed a video

‘éommunication from the premises called for the dispatch or confirmed a need for

fire response; or
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3. The dispatch of police or fire personnel was cancelled by the alarm svsfém

monitoring company, whether the alarm was cancelled before or aﬂef“the arrival

of police or fire personnel at the alarm site.

F. "Monitoring" means the process by which an alarm system monitoring company

2
)

receives signals from an alarm system or alarm device.

G. “Self-monitored alarm business” means any person reduired to obtain a Seattle

business license pursuant to SMC Section 5.55.030 which “ele"cts to internally monitor its own

alarm systems or alarm devices and monitors three (3) or more alarm systems ot business

locations located within the City limits.

H. "Subscriber" means a person having or maintaining an alarm system or alarm device

where such system is connected to or in communication with an alarm system monitoring

company. J

Section 2. Section 6. 10010 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

//

6.10.010 Alarm Syste,ni Monitoring Companies--License required--Fee--

P

Identification.
A. Ttis unlawfgl"for any person to engage in business in the City of Seattle as an alarm
system monitoring cdmpany without first having obtained an annual license to do so. An annual

license is required regardless of whether alarms are monitored from a location inside or outside
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B. The fee for such annual license is based upon two components:

1. The following aggregate amount: /

Zero to 100 Seattle monitored alarm((s)) systems....$100.00 per annum
/
101 to 200 Seattle monitored alarm((s)) systems....$200. OO per annum;

201 to 500 Seattle monitored alarm((s)) systems... $400 (/)0 per annum;

Over 500 Seattle monitored alarm((s)) M $500 00 per annum; and ((2)
2. Ten Dollars ((¢549))) ($10.00) per yeag//'f;r each property alarm, burglary
alarm, robbery alarm and panic alarm"léi:ated in Seattle and monitored by the

o

alarm system monitoring company;at any time during the calendar year.

C. When more than one alarm system .rhonitoring company provides alarm system

monitoring service to any one location, all-such companies shall be jointly and severally liable

for payment of all fees under subsecti‘oh’ B, provided, however that:

1. It shall be the pri'fnarv responsibility of the alarm system monitoring company

7

actually provigli’iig the twenty-four (24) hour monitoring service, pursuant to a

I
i

written contract between the alarm system monitoring companies, to pay the

licensgf"fee component set forth in subsection B1: and

2. T he alarm system monitoring company that maintains the service contract

‘:;&irectlv with the subscriber is primarily responsible for the license fee component

_;f‘" set forth in subsection B2.
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E. The Department will issue a permit number to each alarm system monitoring c(’;mpany

licensed under this chapter and such number shall be provided on the company’s bqsi’ﬁess

license. The Seattle Police Department shall reference this number as their Uniq‘ﬁe Identifying

Number (UIN). All persons licensed pursuant to this chapter shall supply,thé Seattle Police

Department personnel with their permit number/UIN at the time an alaﬁn is called in to the

Seattle Police Department,

((B:))F. The license required pursuant to this chapt&l?{r»i; separate from and in addition to
any license required by any other chapter of the Seattle’ M{;;licipal Code including, but not
limited to, that required pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Bﬁginess License Tax; Chapter 5.55, General
Administrative Provisions; and Chapter 6.08, pc'fééining to burglar alarms installers.

Section 3. Section 6.10.015 of the/S"e;ttle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

6.10.015 Annual license and d,;lié'date.

A. The annual license reneyvgi fee shall be payable ((in-advanee)) by ((the)) an alarm
system monitoring company onr,a”::alendar year basis ((;-exeeptin2004;-where-the-annual Jicense

fee shall-be-due by-Aprilt)), ""{’Licenses expire on December 31 in the calendar year in which they

were issued and must bq,"r"énewed and payment due by January 31 of the next year in order to

|| avoid penalty.

B. Applicafion for, and renewal of, the annual license shall be on forms specified by the
Director and sh"éill be accompanied by the license fee. Each annual application for, or renewal of,

a license shgﬁ contain a list of all addresses at which monitored alarm systems are installed, the

name of t}fe corresponding subscriber, customer number, if applicable, and the number of alarm
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systems at such address. /
Section 4. Section 6.10.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amend}gdﬁ:l/s follows:
6.10.020 Calculation of fees. |
A. For (N))new alarm system monitoring companies, ((wﬂl—pay))i Jtﬁéﬂfee contained in
SMC Section 6.10.010 ((ADH)) B1((;-whieh)) shall be computed on t}gé;i;lumber of alarm

systems monitored at the time of initial application.

B. The license fee component contained in SMC Secti‘(;n 6.10.010 ((A-D)) B1 shall not

-

It

be adjusted quarterly for the number of alarm systems mpﬁitored each quarter ((Gheweverthefee

C. The license fee component containe‘gf'fyr«: SMC Section 6.10.010 ((A-2))) B2 shall be
adjusted quarterly to reflect additional alarm"ys/ystems first monitored during that quarter. Each
alarm system monitoring company shall/"'file quarterly, in the format specified by the Director, a
list of all additional addresses at whlch it monitored alarms during such quarter, the name of the
corresponding subscriber, and:}tﬁé number and types of alarms at such address. The quarterly

i

report should also list the a}b'z)ve information for alarm systems that have been discontinued or, if

7

known, transferred to angther alarm system monitoring company. The quarterly report shall be

accompanied by paﬁﬁent of the additional ((forty-delar($40-60))) Ten Dollars ($10.00) per

alarm system feq}’ﬁue, if any. See proration calculations in SMC Section 6.10.030 below. ((Fhe

tfansfeffed—teaﬁefeher—alafm—memteﬂﬁg—eempany))
‘ i
7
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D. Each alarm system monitoring company shall file a quarterly report regar(jlégs of

p
o
P4

whether there have been any subscription changes or if any additional fees are duc.

pa

Section 5. Section 6.10.025 of the Seattle Municipal Code is herepﬁgdded as follows:

e

6.10.025 Exemption.

The Federal Government, its departments and institutiopsijfhe State of Washington, its

departments or institutions, who respond to its own alarm systems with commissioned officers

emploved directly by such entities, shall be exempt from the alarm system monitoring business

license fees established by SMC Section 6.10.01,0.”"';‘
Section 6. Section 6.10.030 of the Séattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

6.10.030 License fee proratiqniﬁ

A. In calculating the licenﬁjvséﬁfee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.010 (A1)

B1, only the initial license fee,;\'igill be prorated on a quarterly basis for applications made after the

“
5

first quarter.

B. The licensg“’%ee component contained in SMC Section 6.10.010 ((A-¢2))) B2 will be

prorated in equal g;fflounts on a quarterly basis for alarm systems that begin to be monitored after
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Section 7. Section 6.10.035 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

6.10.035 Change of subscriber location or monitoring company.

A. An alarm system monitoring company shall not owe an additional licensing fee for

any license fee that has been already paid under SMC Section 6.3 1'0.010‘ B2, when a subscriber

moves their alarm site to another location within the City of Seattle; p’fovided that, the alarm

system monitoring company must provide the Director with information regarding the alarm site

which has been moved, including but not limited to, the previous and new addresses of the alarm

site and satisfactory proof of payment of the licensing fe‘é component contained in SMC Section

6.10.010 B2. Such information must be provided in'fhe next quarterly report due after the

movement of the alarm site.

B. A credit will be given for the prpfated portion of the license fee contained in SMC

Section 6.10.010 B2 paid by another alar}n monitoring company for the present year on an alarm

system that is transferred from one company to another alarm system monitoring company;

provided that, satisfactory proof‘t‘hat the license fee component contained in SMC Section

6.10.010 B2 has been paid anci is supplied to the Director.

Section 8. Sectigﬁ ’6.10.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

6.10.040 Duty‘ 6f licensee.

A. It shall bé the duty of all licensees granted licenses under this chapter to comply with
all applicable regulations in this chapter or elsewhere, including, without limitation, SMC
Chapter 10.08. The failure of any licensee to do so shall be a violation of this chapter and

grounds to suspend or revoke the license.
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B. No licensee granted a license under this chapter shall allow any person who has had

their alarm monitoring license revoked or suspended by the City of Seattle to ((be—f}ééﬁeiaﬂy

. . . . . . . . . ,4/// . .
interested)) have a financial or ownership interest in its business, or to be in 1t/s,-»employ, within

s

one year from the date of such revocation or suspension. S

!
7

Section 9. Section 6.10.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code is héreby amended as follows:

2
s
/

6.10.050 Licenses not transferable.

/.
/

No license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be tragsferable unless in accordance with

SMC Chapter 6.02. A person not previously licensed tha’g,fé,ssumes responsibility for monitoring

£

alarms for which another person has paid the annual li(g;:énse fee shall obtain a new license for the

remainder of the year by paying the license fee corgﬁ;)nent contained in SMC Section 6.10.010

(A-€9) BL |

Section 10. Section 6.10.080 of the Séattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as

5
Fd

follows: /f"
»ﬁ

6.10.080 Penalty and interestrfar failure to pay.

g

A. If a license application, géﬁewal, quarterly report, or payment of any fee due under this

chapter ((i

;

an—aetens*e&ef—tnﬂe—gaaﬂ%ed—by%he@ﬁeetef)) is received between one (1) and thirty (30) days

after the date the fee become;g due, there shall be added to the amount((;)) due a penalty of ten

percent (10%) of the fees (qf;;ving or Twenty Dollars ($20), whichever is greater ((;ifthe-payment

¢

). If the

! 10
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to the amount due a penalty of twenty percent (20%) of the fees owing or Thirty Dollgr’é ($30),

whichever is greater «—rﬁthepaymenﬁs—ka%e&tha&%h&&(%@}d&ys—&ﬁe%@h&éu&dﬂ%e))

B. The licensee shall be notified by mail, or electronically as has beeny_,ﬁ?eviouslv agreed

upon between the Department and the alarm system monitoring company, of the amount of any
penalties so added, and the same shall become due and shall be paid wifilin ten (10) days from
the date of such notice.

C. Any fee required by this chapter that is not paid w1th1n ninety (90) days after the due

date shall be subiect to interest and calculated in the same manner as described in SMC Section

5.55.090 B2 pertaining to deficiency tax assessments. Nothing in this subsection shall be

construed to deem any fees required under this chapt‘ér to be a tax.

Section 11. Section 6.10.100 of the Seatti; Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows: |

6.10.100 Penalty for false alarm‘s.’y

A. The sending of an alarm by*én ((automatic-property-alarmand/oravtomatic- burglary))
alarm system monitoring company,v\;vhich results in the dispatch of the police and subsequent
arrival by the police at the alann-’éite ((to-the-premises-on-an-emergeney basis)) shall be subject to
a false alarm ((respense)) feg of ((ene-hundred-twenty-five dolars-($125:00))) Ninety Dollars

($90.00) whenever there is'no evidence of a crime or other activity that would warrant a call for
police assistance or inveétigation at the premises; provided((5)) however, that no false alarm fee
shall be assessed if any individual who was on or near the premises, or who had viewed a video

communication froni the premises, called for the dispatch and confirmed a need for ((a)) police

11
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response. ((Fhefs

eompaty:))

i

B. In the event that police were dispatched to the premises and such dispéifch was

subsequently cancelled prior to the police officer(s) arrival at the alarm site, the alarm system
£

monitoring company shall be subject to a false alarm fee of Thirty Doll/’z‘lr'/’s”.( $30.00).
Section 12. Section 6.10.110 of the Seattle Municipal Codg:»fig hereby amended as
follows:

6.10.110 Notice and hearing on penalty for false,{aiarms.

A. The Department shall mail by first class ma%l*i‘/or transmit electronically if previously

agreed between the Department and the alarm svsten‘i monitoring company, a written notice of
the false alarm ((respense)) fee to the alarm sysfce"fn monitoring company. The notice shall state
the date and time of the false alarm, and that the alarm system monitoring company is entitled to

a hearing to respond to the notice and inthro"’duce any evidence to refute or mitigate ((the-fee)) the

determination that the false alarm ocquffed. All false alarm fees are due and payable within
((thirty-(30))) sixty (60) days of ths: é‘ate that the Department mails or transmits the notice,
unless: (1) an appeal is filed purSﬁant to subsection B of this section, in which case the fees
appealed from are due and paj;;lble within ten (10) days after the date of the written ruling, or (2)
a waiver is requested and grij alarm user class is scheduled pursuant to subsection D of this
section.

B. An alarm system monitoring company wanting to contest a false alarm fee shall file a

written appeal with the Director within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. A hearing

12
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shall be held by the Director, or the Director's designee, not more than ((fourteen-(14))) M}[
(20) days from the date the appeal is filed. Within twenty (20) days after the hearir’l/“g‘,‘"'tzl"le
Department shall issue a written ruling including factual findings and the Direqtdg:s conclusion,
with supporting reasons((;)) affirming or reﬂzersing the notice. The Decisilofif;)f the Director shall
be final.

C. The Director may, but is not required to, delegate aut@ofi;y to conduct hearings under

this section to the Seattle Police Department.

D. The Director may waive the first false alarm _f,eé once within an eighty-four (84)

month period per alarm site, ((en-a-one-time-basis;)) if the owner of the monitored alarm attends

an alarm user class as defined in Section 10.08.1")4"(;) of the Seattle Municipal Code. The owner of

the alarm must attend the class within one huﬂdred and twenty (120) ((99)) days of the date of thej

false alarm billing. A current Seattle subéériber that moves to a new address within Seattle shall

receive a waiver for the first false alqrfh at the subscriber’s new location if the owner attends a

class after moving to the new locgfion within one hundred twenty (120) days of the false alarm,

regardless of whether the first ,ti}ne waiver was granted to the subscriber at the subscriber’s

previous address.

Section 13. Sec@"én 6.10.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

6.10.120 Criminal Conduct.

Unlawful co;iduct under SMC Sections 6.10.010 or 6.10.210, or the violation of or failure

to comply with am'; provision of this chapter, or any rule or regulation, or final order of the

Director or Hearing Examiner made pursuant to this chapter shall be a crime subject to the

13
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provisions of the Seattle Criminal Code. Any such crime under this chapter is punishable b}la

fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment for a term of not more

than six (6) months, or both.

Section 14. Section 6.10.130 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

6.10.130 Civil Violations. &

A. Any unlawful conduct under SMC Sections 6.10.010 or 610210 or the violation of

or failure to comply with any provision of this chapter, or any rulqo"“'r regulation, or final order of

the Director or Hearing Examiner made pursuant to this chapte”r;’ shall be a civil violation

punishable by a civil fine or forfeiture not to exceed FiveﬂH{{mdred Dollars ($500.00).

B. Each day of continued violation or noncomdiiance constitutes a separate offense.
Section 15. Section 6.10.205 of the Seattl,,é'ﬁl\/lunicipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

6.10.205 Definitions.

Except as otherwise speciﬁcallvfprovided in this subchapter, the definitions contained in

SMC Section 6.10.005 shall be ﬁllyl\}g;‘d‘pplicable to fire alarm monitoring companies:

A. "Fire alarm monitor;ﬁé company" means any individual, partnership, corporation, or
other form of association thuat'}};s listed with Underwriters' Laboratories as a "Full Service
Company" or "Monitoring/Company," and engages in the business of monitoring fire alarm

systems located within the ((e))City of Seattle. For the purposes of this chapter, fire alarm

monitoring companies include those dealers and installers who contract with a property owner,

subscriber, or customer, to perform fire alarm system monitoring services and then subcontract

s

14
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with another fire alarm monitoring company to provide the actual monitoring service. e

B. "Fire alarm system" means a system, or portion of a combination system, that is

approved by the Seattle Fire Department and that consists of components and c}réﬁits arranged to

monitor and annunciate the status of fire alarm or supervisory sig11al-initiqtiﬂg devices and to

H
5

initiate the appropriate response to those signals. This definition incluiies fire protection

sprinkler systems, as that term is defined in subsection C of this /séﬂ/ction, but does not include

heat or smoke detectors that are installed in conjunction wi‘gh"i)roperty or burglary alarms as

7

defined in SMC Section 10.08.140, and that are not appr‘éved by the Seattle Fire Department.

C. "Fire Protection Sprinkler System" me@rzfé an assembly of underground and/or

F4

overhead piping or conduit beginning at the connection to the primary water supply, whether

7

public or private, that conveys water with /oif without other agents to dispersal openings or

devices to extinguish, control, or contain fire and to provide protection from exposure to fire or

:?/

R
7

other products of combustion and péhsisting of at least 100 sprinkler heads, except for structures

constructed after August 15, 2004 for which such system shall consist of the number of sprinkler

F
heads required by the Seattl,e" Building Code and the Seattle Fire Code, as amended from time to

time. /
o

Section 16. JSéction 6.10.210 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as

follows:
6.10.210 Fire alarm monitoring companies--License required--Fee.
AT is unlawful for a fire alarm monitoring company to engage in the business of

i

monitorin‘é fire alarm systems located within the ((¢))City of Seattle without first having obtained

15
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an annual license to do so. ((

ra
&
:
&
7
e

A
e

The followingagprepgate-amounts))

B. The fee for such annual license is based upon two components: rd

1. The following aggregate amount:

h
/£

Zero to 100 Seattle monitored fire alarm((s)) systems....:;:$'1f§’(51)0.00 per annum;

101 to 200 Seattle monitored fire alarm((s)) system§,ff";.ﬁ$200.00 per annum,;

201 to 500 Seattle monitored fire alarm((s)) sysgcf;s.... $400.00 per annum;

Over 500 Seattle monitored fire alarm((s)) syétems $500.00 per annum; and
((and-2)-0))2. One of the following ampﬂhts for each fire alarm system located in
Seattle and monitored by the fire alqﬁr’r"; monitoring company at any time during

the calendar year:

a. Fire ((A))alarm systéms serving structures five or more stories or

structures exceedivn'fq 200,000 square feet in building floor arca((required

by—S&&tﬂe—Fﬂg;éed&e%Se&tﬁe—B&ﬂémg—Gede))....((%@O)) $693.00 per

fire alarm system, per annum,; or

b. Fire ‘((Q&))glarm systems ((notrequired-by-Seattle- Fire- Code-or-Seattle

Bﬁﬂe}iﬁg—eede)) serving structures that are 3 or 4 stories and less than

200,000 square feet in building floor area....(($86:00)) $223.00 per fire
alarm system, per annum; or

c. Fire alarm systems serving structures less than three stories and less

than 200,000 square feet in building floor area.... $76.00 per fire alarm

16
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systenm, per annum,

C. A fire alarm monitoring company that has paid an alarm system monitoring,.ébm‘panv

license fee as required in SMC Section 6.10.010 B1, will not have to pay a fire alarfﬁ monitoring

company license fee as required in SMC Section 6.10.210 B1, provided that‘:;’al‘iz monitored fire

alarm systems were used to compute the number of all alarm systems (both fire alarm and alarm

&

systems) in SMC Section 6.10.010 B1.

D. When more than one fire alarm monitoring company is involved with providing fire

alarm system monitoring service to any one location, all suéh companies shall be jointly and

severally liable for payment of all fees under subsectioﬁ:B, provided, however, that:

1. It shall be the responsibility of the fire alarm monitoring company actually

providing twenty-four (24) hour monitoring service, pursuant to a written contract

between the fire alarm monifbring companies, to pay the license fee component

set forth in subsection B"lf of this section; and

2. The fire alarm mo‘hitoring company which maintains the service contract

directly with thq, s‘{lbscriber shall be primarily responsible for the license fee

component set forth in subsection B2 of this section.

E. Modifications or upgrades to a fire alarm system originally serving an alarm site will

be considered as part Qf one alarm system for the purpose of calculating license fees, regardless

of the number of svsfem panels. At the discretion of the Director, and upon recommendation by

the Fire Marshall, the Director may waive or adjust such fees as necessary and appropriate.

17
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//

Ve
((B-))F. A heat or smoke detector that is installed in conjunction with a property or

burglar alarm ((and-is-net-approved-by-the-Seattle Eire Department)) shall be subject or}1§ to the
/
S

annual license fees and related provisions contained in subchapter I of this chap_te;,/ ’
Vs

((€))G. The license required pursuant to this subchapter is separate fro’m and in addition
to any license required by any other chapter of the Seattle Municipal Coge;;{;cluding, but not
limited to, that required pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business License",'Tg;(; Chapter 5.55, General
Administrative Provisions; and Chapter 6.08, pertaining to bur‘gléﬂ; alarms installers.

((®:))H. The issuance and renewal of a license pur/,sﬁént to this subchapter is conditioned

upon the fire alarm monitoring company's continuing)go’:ﬁformance with all requirements of the
Seattle Fire Code and the Seattle Fire Departmentﬂdministrative Rules for central station
»

monitoring. 7

i

Section 17. Section 6.10.215 of tlg,e’%eattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as

7
,ﬁ

follows: ‘/‘\

6.10.215 Annual license aI}df’due date.

A. The annual license rgﬂéwal fee shall be payable ((in-advanee)) by the fire alarm
monitoring company on a ca%éﬁdar year basis ((;exeeptin2004;-where the-annual-fee shall be
dae by—A:pfﬂ—})).v License§,-‘éxpire on December 31 in the calendar year in which they were issued

and must be renewed and payment due by January 31 of the next year in order to avoid penalty.

B. Applicatiqh for, and renewal of, the annual license shall be on forms specified by the
Director and shall be accompanied by the license fee. Each annual application for, or renewal of,

a license shall contain a list by fee category of all buildings in which the applicant monitors fire

18
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/“
¢
< /‘

alarm systems, showing the street address for each building where the applicant monitors ﬁréf
alarm systems; the number of fire alarm systems monitored by the applicant in each indiyfaual
listed building; and the name, addresses and telephone number for the owner of eacl},ffi)nitored
fire alarm system. (

Section 18. Section 6.10.220 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hergbjﬁfg;mended as
follows:

6.10.220 Calculation of fees. |

A. .M (MN))new fire alarm monitoring companies, ((wﬂ-}—pay)) the fee contained in SMC
Section 6.10.210 ((AD)) B1((Gwhieh)) shall be compu{ty,ﬁe"&gr’;)n the number of fire alarm systems
monitored at the time of initial application.

B. The license fee component contained,ig SMC Section 6.10.210 ((A+D)) B1 shall not

be adjusted quarterly for the number of ﬁre;alférm systems monitored each quarter((G-heweverthe

C. The license fee compongi"é contained in SMC Section 6.10.210 ((A+2))) B2 shall be

adjusted quarterly to reflect addipi%nal fire alarm systems first monitored during that quarter.

Each fire alarm monitoring qo’;npany shall file quarterly, in the format specified by the Director, aj

list of all additional addresses at which it monitored fire alarms during such quarter, the name of

;

the corresponding subs,éﬁber, and the number of fire alarms at such address. The quarterly report

should also list fire aiarm systems that have been discontinued or, if known, transfetred to

another fire alarm;rr'ynonitoring company. The quarterly report shall be accompanied by payment

of the additional 'per-ﬁre-alarm-system fee due, if any. See proration calculations in SMC

!
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Section 6.10.230 below. ((

D. Each fire alarm monitoring company shall file a quarterly report regafdless of whether
any additional fees are due. S/
Section 19. Section 6.10.230 of the Seattle Municipal Code izsé%reby amended as

follows: V4

6.10.230 License fee proration. /

Ve
/4
A. In calculating the license fee component copf/ained in SMC Section 6.10.210 ((A-(D))
/

v

B1, only the initial license fee will be prorated on fafﬁuarterly basis for applications made after the

first quarter. r

/
B. The license fee component cyt’z{ined in SMC Section 6.10.210 ((A2))) B2 will be

prorated in equal amounts on a quarterly basis for fire alarm systems that begin to be monitored

after the first quarter. ((A—efedﬂékbeﬁeﬁfeﬂhe—pfeﬁ&teépefﬁeiwf—thekeeﬁseiee

A
/

Section 2/({ Section 6.10.235 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:
/
/
6.10.235 Change of subscriber location or monitoring company.
/f

A. A fire alarm monitoring company shall not owe an additional licensing fee for any

£
license f@é that has been already paid under SMC Section 6.10.210 B2, when a subscriber moves
7

/

f .

/
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their alarm site to another location within the City of Seattle: provided that, the fire alarr/n/"”'

monitoring company must provide the Director with information regarding the alarm‘ﬂsite which

has been moved, including but not limited to, the previous and new addressesdof; ’the alarm site

and satisfactory proof of payment of the licensing fee component contain‘ed”in SMC Section

6.10.210 B2. Such information must be provided in the next quarterlv";eport due after the

&
4

movement of the alarm site.

B. A credit will be given for the prorated portion of the license fee contained in SMC

Section 6.10.210 B2 paid by another fire alarm monitoripéﬁ company for the present year on a fire

alarm system that is transferred from one company tqsﬁnother fire alarm monitoring company;

provided that, satisfactory proof that the license fe’é component contained in SMC Section

6.10.210 B2 has been paid and is supplied to the Director,

Section 21. Section 6.68.010 of the""f.Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as

o
PA
7

follows:

6.68.010 Violation--Penalty.

7

Unless otherwise speciﬁqdilv provided for elsewhere in this subtitle, ((A))any person
/

5

violating or failing to comply yi}ith any of the provisions of this subtitle shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and upon génviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine in any sum not
exceeding Three Hundrqd Dollars ($300), or by imprisonment in the City Jail for a period not

exceeding ninety (90);,/days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

/ 21
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Section 22. Section 10.08.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amend‘,edfas
follows: yd

10.08.140 Definitions. s

ko s

L. "False Alarm" means the notification to the Seattle Poli{ce"{, Department concerning the

activation of ((a-preperty-or-burglary-alarm)) an alarm system or alarm device when:

1. There is no evidence of a crime or othp'r'"'/activity that warrants the assistance of

5

the Seattle Police Department on thef}ﬁ;emises ((that-weuld-warrant-a-call for

&

)). as indicated by the

investigation of a police ofﬁpéf on the scene or by the lack of a police report filed

4

by the property owner((: ;))a and ((2—N))no individual who was on or near the
r

premises or who had viewed a video communication from the premises, called for

S

the dispatch or cgrfﬁrmed a need for ((an-immediate)) police response((:)); or

2. The dispatgﬁ of police personnel was cancelled by the alarm system monitorin

I
K

company, Wilether the alarm was cancelled before or after the arrival of police
\;7

gersonnci at the alarm site,

Kok
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/

Section 23. Section 10.08.165 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amend/ed/as
//l/
follows: //
/*/,
10.08.165 Alarm system monitoring companies — Verification prgééss .
_ /

Every alarm system monitoring company engaged in business ac;i;\//’ities in Seattle shall:
/

;
i

S
A. Obtain a City of Seattle ((business)) alarm system monitoring company license from

the Department of Executive Administration as provided in SMQ}{;Chapter 6.10;

ra

Fokok

Section 24. Section 10.08.168 of the Seattle Myfﬁcipal Code is hereby amended as

follows: ,.x-'/
10.08.168 Determination — Rebuttablq,;i;resumptiOn.

¥

For the purposes of this subchapter, tl}é/fe is a rebuttable presumption that the following
determinations made by the Chief of Poligéi or made on behalf of the Chief by a police officer
/

dispatched to the premises, are correct:{,;/

7

A. There is no evidence of a/’i:rime or other activity that would warrant a call for

((immediate)) police assistance ()}"’/police investigation at the premises; and

/
i

B. No individual who was on or near the premises, or who had viewed a video
/

J
communication from the pre’fnises, called for the dispatch or verified a need for ((an-immediate))

police response.
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Section 25. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days fro r/and

after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor w/ithln ten (10)

days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code S;eﬁon 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2005, ?gigned by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this day of /", 2005,

/

/
y
President / of the City Council
A

Vs
Approved by me this day of /, 2005.
ra
‘ s

¢

/ / Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this day of /’f , 2005.
B ST
A/‘g!
// City Clerk
Seal /
(Seal) /
f/4
///
//
//l
Y
/|
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STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY

--88.

190648
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

No.

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper, The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed

notice, a
CT:121932 ORDINANCE
was published on

10/06/05

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $1,285.25, which

amount has been paid in full.

Subscribed and swo

10/06/é i(;;g%%

Affidavit of Publication

| /
Notary publicMof the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle




g 'c,omgohek 1ts; mod
ifying penalty provisions; eatal lishing false
aldrm parameters; adding criminal penal-
ties: establishing a revised fee structure;
adding an exemption from licensing fees for
federal and state governmental entities that
respond to their own alarms; extending the
due date for false alarm fees and penalty pro-
visions: amending false alarm waiver provi-
sions; amending fire alarm monitoring licens:
ing fee component; adding sections 6.10.026;
6.10.036; 6.10.120; 6.10.130 and 6.10:236.
relatin% to billing procedures for change of . |
subscriber location and change of monitoring
and amending Sections 6.10.005,

guidélineayfoyly'; cens

610,010, 610,015, 6.10.020, 6.10.030

"10010.  6,10.015, 6.10.020; 610,030,

€10.040, 610060, 610080, 6.10.100, NOW, THEREFORE,

10900 Glo0s. 610210, 610.215, | BEIT ORDAINED BY THE
610,920, 610,230, 6.68.010, 10.08.140, | SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: cxor

10.08.166, and 10.08.168, respectively, of the | Saction 1. Seetion 6.10.005 of the Sedtil
’ «10, eattle

Seattle Municipal Code. | Munieroal Codo 58 Terch the Beattl
. i is He .
WHEREAS. costs associated with “oWs: ey zfmen ed as 1o

regponding to. false monitored burglar | Lo . :
alarms éreate a butden on the Seattle Police 6.10.005 Definitions.
le artment zmdd impair the_D(]e artment’s | (A)) Thefs Towine definitio a
ability to provide optimum police protee- | (qy)iKs dafinitiona contained in Cha
{on & i Sple: i | the definit t ! pters
Loh and serviees to the people of the City of | 530 4nd 10,08 of the Seattle Municipal Code

! . | ahalt be fully applicable to this (())Chapter

WHEREAS, it is necessary to regu-
late monitored burglar alarms to allevis
ate the burden of the costs asgociated with
false alarms and to ensure the ability of the
:Seattle Police Department to provide police

16107 , except as expressly stated
i to the contrary herein. p . i

1[ A. “Alarm site” means the location
v
;

at which a subgcriber's alarm svetem is
Installed. ,

‘protection and services to the citizens of the =

‘Cityof Seattle;and 1 (B-"Alermeysterrmionitoringeompany;”
[ S - . L 3 2 G
. WHEREAS, it ia in the best interest of relary alarnr™“panic-alarm, - property
‘the health, safety and welfare of the people i ;“:“;‘ f rd ';’_"l’es?(éhg*’ m™have the mean- 5

{of the City of Seattle that the costs asociated
“with regulating monitored burglar alarms be . ((€))B "Alarm system” or “alarm device”
“¢ollected by the City in the form of a license | meang any system, device, or mechaniam
! fee to cover the costs of administering such :which, when activated, transmits a telephon:

regulations; and : . lic, wireless, electronic, video, or other form

WHEREAS, it is in the best intereét'of 'of megsage to an alarm system monitoring

o 1€, D * \company, or some other number, or emits an
tll\: 3’\53&2’. (fsil:&'byﬁés‘gt‘a:u‘ta;:torf,etg?ﬁagfoon _ {audible or visible signal that can be heard or

include compensation for the costs to the seen by persons outside the protected premis-

g . C \ g, or fransmits a signal beyond the premise
City of responding to false alarms and that o8, oF ! Eyong P &
false alarms be discouraged by imposing a_ 2 s.o‘m'e other fashion (Gexcept any aystem,

penalty for each falge alarm on any person \Emm_"hﬁe» An alatm & L
0 1al ; il b or-vel . ystem or alarm
;{‘agl?gfg l‘r?ﬂ'“;?\ ‘li)u,smes,s of monitoring bur Hevice may consiat of one or more components
; b ; (e.g., mation detector, window breach detec-
WHEREAS, it is fair and equitable for lor, or similar components) all reporting to a
persons who are engaged in the business of tentral init/system panel which, in turn, is
B oting bisrglar slarma to pay regulatory jonnected to of reports to an alarii syatem
fees including license feen and falge alarm | T
Fenallies to defray the costs of respondingto
‘alae burglar alarms;and .

WHEREAS, fire alarms contribute to the
preaervation of the health, safety and welfare
“of the people of the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, buildings that require fire
alarms: under the Fire Code constitute a
greater risk to the health, safety and wel- |
fare of the public than buildings that donot | |
require alarms under the cade, and such
reqiiired fire alarms are imperative to the
health; safety and welfare of the people of

:the City of Seattle; and

. WHEREAS, the costs agsociated with

“responding to false fire alarms impose a

“biirden on the Seattle Fire Department and
impair the ability of the Fire Department to
provide optimum fire protection to the people.
of the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to regulate
fire alarma to enatire the ability of the Seattle
Fite Department to provide fire protection to
the citizens of the City of Seattle;and

i Sﬂge.
aevl

protect|

cate a medicalemergency, including but not
limited to a panic alarm button or similar

device, ia not considered to be an alarm sys-
‘temoralarm'device. :

tig

te (o

oge ale

1

wi rope ibe

the actual monitoring service,

of Executive

gla oF. T ala i d shal
inclide self-monitored alarm businesses, ag

defined herein. For purposes of thig chapter,

‘monitoring company via telephonic, wire-
{eas, electronic; video, or other form of mes:
For purposes of this chapter, a system,
& a hB 8 0 imart £ iRE s

C."Alarm system monitoring company,”
: meansany individual, partnership, corpora:
Tert i lion that

g

tomer; to perform alarm system monitoring
Services and then subcontract with another

alarm system monitoring company fo provide

D. “Department” means the Department
‘Administration of the City of

'WHEREAS, it would be detrimental to Seattle.
"the health, aafety and welfare of the gen- “Falge ” me e notificati
ieral public to discourage the gending of a to the Seattle Police Department or Seattle

fire alarm by imposing a penalty for a falae

alarm; and an alarm syatem or alarm device when:

WHEREAS,  since  implementing | 1 Thereignoevidence of a crime or other
Ordinance'No, 121332 on January 1, 2004, | activity that warrants the assistance of the

5
“'the City, in discussions with the alarm indus- |
"“try, haa identified elements of the ordinance |

that need to berevised; and

WHEREAS: there is a need to identi-
fy the monitoring entity that is primarily
responsible for the payment of certain fees
Wwhere mare than one monitoring entity pro-
vides alarm monitoring services to any one
location; and

WHEREAS, in order to align City coats
and the burdens associated with false alarms,
with alarm fees charged, while encotiraging
the reduction of the number of false property
alarma; the City haa recognized the need to
adjust the fee schedule for property alarms; |
and : i

WHEREAS, the City desires to allow i
additional time for pa(f'mem of false alarm
fees and for responding to false alarm

‘appealsjand ; ;

WHEREAS, the fee payment
ties need to be edtablished w
subscriber moves within the City,

“alarm monitoring companies;

©! ;

|
|

L

Fire Department concerning the activation of

£

Seattle Police Department onf}he,gremisgs.
e : 3 H

i

!
|
|
|
!
f
|

—

State of Washington, King County

-9 THere id no indication or presence ot

eg, b Wi

a R
for assiatance from or inveatigation by the,
Seattle Fire Department, and no individu:
al who was on or hear the prémiges or who
had viewed a video comrpunication from the:

iges called for thed
i i v |
ni g the ‘{

ing ¢ a can-
celleﬁ before or after the arrival of police or [

fire pergonnel at the alarm. gite; |
F. “Monitoring” means the pmceaaiybxl"
which an alarm systém monitoring compa-

Dy receives signals from an alarm system or:

G. “Seltmonitored alarm business® [
means any person required to obtain &
tle businesy licenge I

Section 5.55.030 which elects to internal:

Tv monitor its own alarm systema or alarm

devices and monitora three (3) or more alarm
Emg o] i acati cal ithi

intaining an: ala \

|

evice ¢
OF in comminication with an alarm system
monitoring company. :

Sectlon 2. Section 6.10.010 of the Seattle
Municipal Code is hereby amended as fol- |
lowa: @ , i

6.10,010 Alarm
Companies--License
Identificat

‘A Tt ia unlawful for any person to engage
in business in the City of Seattle ag an alarm |
aystem monitoring company without first:
having obtained an annual licenge to do so.:|
‘An annual licende is required regardless of \
whether alarms are monitored from a loca- |

tion inside or outside Seattle ((The fee tor
o o e enced re ) “
.The fee ch annuallicense iat !
upon two components: |
1. The following aggregate amount: E
Zero to 100 Seattle monitored alarm(()) l
systems....$100.00 per annum;

101 t6 200 Seattle monitored alarm((s))
wgmg....szoo.oo,pe: annum;

G |
System Monitoring
required--Fee:-

o

201 to 500 Seattle monitored alarm((s)) .

ayatems....$400.00 per annum; i

|

i

‘Over 500 Seattle monitored alarm((ua);
systems. . $500,00 per annum; and ()

9. Ten Dollars ((§49))) (310.00) per year
for each property alarm, burglary alarm,
robbery alarm and panic alarm located in
Seattle.and monitored by the alarm system
monitoring company at any time during the

calendar year.
Soring ovides Svetem
monitorin “to any one location, all

all be jointly and severall
all fees under subaection

e

S

sectim; B2

company: licenged

such number shal
8_busi licenge S

epa nt sh eference thi l¢

1

i
b

E..The Department will issle a permit
number to'each alarm system momt?)ring
under thig chapter and
be provided on the com:

:

f

their Unique Identifyi
ersons licenseen ifying Number (Ul
shall suppl
rs. €| i
e anal i
Police Departot

d:pursuant to this chapte

rmit

e 14 eat

thi
to any license re
ter of the Seattle
but not limited to;
Chapter 5.45, Busi
5.55, General Adn
Chapter 6.08
installers.

unicipal Code including,

Section 3. Section 6.10.0
Mo + Sec 210,016 of the Seattl
lo\:?:mpﬂl Code ig hereby amended as fo;3

atz.'w.oxs Annual: license and due

A. The annual licenae ren
] ewal fee shall b
B evance) by (the) an lorm sy
;:.naia ! g company on s calendar year,
1 e by-AprikD); Li
fv’;\p'": on December 3t in the calexzt)iarl;::: ?1:
ich they were lssue.}i and must be renewed
) e
year in order to avoid ;elll-nl:j{; A1 of the next
B. Application for; and
) ren
anrt\}tlx:l])fxrc:cr:se ahgllhi:?l on for:\zaslpgg'il‘%gs
! or'and shall be accompani
the license fee; Each anni ey
. Ea al'application f
or'renewal of; a’ license shall i ist
of all ‘addresses at which e s
dystems are installed themomtored bl
responding subscriber, cu tname o)
Bt v customer number, if
applica dezg;i&the number of alarm ays!e:'na i

Section 4. Section 6,10.020 of the Seattle

M o . j
lm:::xcxpal Code'is hereby amended as fol- |

6.10.020 Calculation of fees,

A For (M) )new alarm system monitoring

companies, ({ )) the fe i i
SMC Section 6.10.010 » con«_whmhtaqu »
shall be computed on o Bl

! the number of )}
syat . ver of alarm |
cgti ::Ts monitored at the time of initial appli- |

|
f
J

B. The licenge fée com i
. ponent cont; i
SMC Section 6.10.010 ((AH) Bl sha‘lll‘:g?ll)g

adjusted quarterly for the nimber of alarm

sgateme monitored each quarter ¢G-however|

fom)). ,

C. The license fee com
: ¢ onent i
;xéjﬁl:lbgd'g‘;ugal;t;n ?.lt0.0 lg {(—K—(—E?) B?:ﬁ:i?gg ‘
Y eriy to reflect additional a!
aystems firat monitored diiri Quarter, |
ach alarm system moniti o e Auaster,
filé'quarterly, in the fm nat soee o bonall
Director, a lis't of'all n?;;’,‘?" i the.
rect 8 tional add i
which it monitored alarml duri teh Qs f
ter, the name of the correes i enbreer:
ponding sub |
:ggrte}:: n}lx‘zx;)erut;r;ctletxl ped of alagrms :ﬁ;ﬂig
[adrens. The_ rly repott should alse
L e neov:;nfogmsthn for alarm & stems |
neferre 0 ]
any. The quarterly report sh i
?&_Oiico‘rin lamed by payment of the gddit?o:;{?
fo { ollar (§40:00))) Ten Dollara ($10.00);
per alarm system fee dite, if any; See prora..

tion” calciilations i '
belm;a«culahons in SMC Section 6.10.030!

eﬂf*mm-&amfemd—mm
monitering-company.))
D. Each alarm system monitoring ¢om-

pany shall fi
pany shall file a quarterly report rega!-d]?ss",
[

i

L (]
ifany additional fees are due, i

Section 6. Section 6.10.0
ec . Se 10,025
Municipal Code ig hereby addedo g;l}glsl:\ztstzle

8.10.025 Exemption,

i {ong; t [7 i
its own alarm sxsteme‘?ﬂith comnmissi
officers employed directly by such enstliot?:ad

h
?t all be exempt from the alarm s!gtgm mon-

8inegs
C Secti 0.010:

Section 8. Section 6.10.030 of the Seattle

M ¢ ¢
]ox;lcnpal Code is hereby amended as. fol-

6.10.030 License fee proration.

'EW

that required pursuant to
ness License Tax; Chapter
inistrative Provisions; and
s pertaining to burglaralarms |

N)-All

|

the Seattle Police Departmen

((B)E. The license requi

1 qirired
8 chapter is separate from andpil:\r:lcllg?ttiotg
uired by any other chap-

|

|
|




B. The license fee component contained in
SMC Section 6:10.010 ((A-€2))) B2 will be pro-
rated inequal amounts'on'a quarterly basis
for alarm systema that begin to be monitoted
after the first quarter. (G it-vet {

‘Sectlon 7, Section 8.10.036 of the Seattle
Municipal Code is hereby added as follows:

6.,10.036 Change of subscriber loca-
tlon or monitoring company,

; AiAnalarm system monitoring company
shall not owe an additional licensing fee for
any license fee that has been already paid
under' SMC Section 6.310.010. B2, when a
subscriber moves their alarm site to another
location within the City of Seattle: provid-

N st provide the Director with info
mation regarding the alarm site which has
been moved, including but not limited: to;
the previous and new addresses of the alarm
i satisfac 0! en oSf the

B2, Such i i ugt

be provided in the next quarterly report due
after the movement of the alarm site;

B/ A credit will be given for the prorated

Eortion of the license Eee contained in SMC

ection 6.10.010 B2 paid by another alarm
monjtoring company for the present year on
ana 8 at i ed from o]

Q otherala te onitori
company; provided that, satisfactory proof
that the licenge fee component ¢ontained in

é Sectio; 0.010 B2 ha; i
i lie i :
Section 8. Section 6.10,040 of the Seattle

Municipal Code i hereby amended aa fol:
lows:

6.10,040 Duty of licensee.

A. It shall be the duty of all licensees
‘granted li under this chapter to'comply.
"with'all'applicable regulationa in this chap-

ter or elsewhere, including, without limita-:
tion, SMC Chapter 10,08, The failure of any
licensee to do so'shall be a violation of this
chapter and grounds to suspend or revoke

the license.

B. No licensee granted a license under
thig chapter shall allow any person who hag
had their alarm monitoring license revoked |
or auspended by the C“K of Seattle to S(be‘
finan £ )) have a financial or
gwnership interest in its business, or to be
in itg employ, within one year from the date |
of atich revacation or suspenaion. i

Section 9, Section 6.10.050 of the Senttle;
{V[umcipnl‘(}ode is' hereby amended as fol-:
owa: .

6.i0.050 Licenges not transferable.

7 No licenee issued pursuant to this chap-
ter shall be transferable unless in aceordance
with SMC Chapter 6.02. A person tiot previ-
ously licensed that assumes responsibility for
monitoring alarms for which another peraon
has paid the annual licenge fee shall obtain
a new license for the remainder of the year by
paying the license fee component contained
in SMC Section 6.10.010 ((K—(-l—)))»BI. g

Section 10. Séction 6.10.080 of the
Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended
ad follows:

8.10,080 Penalty and interest for fail-
ure to pay.

A. If a license application, renewal, quar-
terly report, or payment of any fee due under.
this chapter (( }

i Tthi 0 £tr 1
by-the-Director)) is received between one (1)
and thirty (30) days after the date the fee
becomes due, there shall be added to the:
amounté(;)) diie a’ penalty of ten percent
%10%) of the fees owing or Twenty Dollars
$20), whichever is greater (Gi |

i on). 1f

the pavment is received more than thzrtx
31 afte te it beco e, e
b o the's a‘penalty

of twenty Fercent (20%).of the fees owingor
Thirty Dollara ($30), whichever is greater (¢ l
¢ 3

after-the-due-date)).

B. The licensee shall be notified by mail, |
or_electronically as hag been previously |
a etween the artment and.
the ‘al €l itori ompa of |
theamount of any penalties so added; and. |
the same shall become due and shall be paid
within ten’ (10) daya from the date of such |
notice; S dnin

|

" false alarm fee of Thirty Dollars (330.00):

““class mail, or t
i ed b

. written notice of the false alarm ((response))

g chapter ‘
Section 11. Section 6.10.100 of the
Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended
ag followa:

6.10.100 Penalty for false alarms.
A. The sending of an alarm by an ((aute-

)) alarm gyste itoring compa
which results in the dispatch of the police and
subsequent arrival by the police at the alarm
site (( : t9)
shall be subject to'a false alarm ((reaponse),
fee of ty-five—doltlars
($125:69))) Ninety Dollars ($90.00) when-
ever there is rio evidence of a crime or other
activity that would wairant a call for'police
assistance or investigation at the premises;
provided((;)) however, that no false alarm fee ';
shall be asgessed if any individual who was
on or nieat the premises, or who had viewed. |

a video communication from the premises,. |
called for the dispatch and ¢onfirmed a need
for ((8)) police response. ((

atarm-system-monitoring-compaty.))

B. Inthe that police were dispatche
. ta the premis ch dispa gubge:

celled prior to the police officer(s
arrival at the alarm site, the alarm system
monitoring company shall be subject to a

Section 12. Section 6.10.110 of the
Seattle Municipal Code'is hereby amended
ag follows:

6.10,110 Notice and hearing on pen-
alty for false alarmas,

A .The Department shall mail by first

the alarm system: monitoring company, a

fee tothe'alarm system monitoring company.
. The notice shall state the date and time of
the false alarm, and that the alarm system
monitoring company is entitled to'a hearing
to respond to the notice and intraduce any
évidence to refute or mitigate ((the-fee)) the
~détermination that the false alarm oceurred.
All: false alarm fees are: due and: payable
within ((tht M) sixty (60) days of the
. date that the Department mails or transmits
. the notice; unless: (1) an appeal is filed pur-
i guant to subgection B of this section; in'which:
case the fees'appealed from are due and pay-
able within ten (10) daya after the date of the
written ruling; or (2):a waiver is requested
and an alarm user class ig scheduled purau-
|"ant to subsection D of this section.

: B. An alarm system monitoring compa-
| ny wanting to confeat a false alarm fee shall
i filea written appeal with the Diréctor within
. thirty (30) days after the date of the notice.
A heéaring shall be held by the Director, or
the Director’s designée, not more than ((fetir~
tee‘n—(—H-))i twenty (20) days from the dat
the appeal ig filed: Within twenty (202 dayi
iafter the hearing, the Department shall igsu
a written ruling including factual finding
and the Director’s concluaion, with support-
"ing reasons((;)) affirming or reversing the
?otiie. The Decision of the Director shall be
¢ final

C. The Director may, but is not required

to, delegate authority to conduct hearings

i: inder this 'section: to.'the Seatile Police
Department. i

D, The Director may waive the first false

alarm fee mmmmm&%%

basis,)) if the owner of the monitored alarm |
attends an alarm user claga ag defiried in !
Section 10,08.140 of the Seattle Municipal
Code, The owner of the alarm must attend the
clags within'one hurdred and twenty (120)
((99)) days of the date of the falge alarm bill-
ing: A'ciirrent Seatile subacriber that moves -
to a new address within Seattle shall receive
- a waiver for the first false'alarm at the sub-:

| class after moving to the new location within

" one hundred twenty (120) days of the false
alarm; regardless of whether the first ume!

| waiver was granted to the subscriber at the
: aubseribéer's previous addreas; ‘
Section 13. Section 6.10.120 of the\
Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as !
“follows:

6.10.120 Criminal Conduct.

Unlawful condiict under SMC Sections
6.10.010 or 6.10.210, or the violation of or
Tilors ta compls with ahy provision of this

€; e or regulatio

A

made purduant to: this chapter shall be a
crime aubject to the provisiong of the Seattle
Criminal Cole A heri er U

lmpriaonlﬁent for a term of not more than six |
{6).months, orboth. {

. contract wi

Section 14. Section 6.10.130 of the

Seattle Municipal Code is hereby added as

follawa: ‘ .
610,130 Civil Violations.

, sctoror Hen
shall be a civil violation punishable by a civil|
fine or forfeitiire not to exceed Five Hondred

Dollars (3500.00).

B. Each day of continued violation or non:
compliance constitutes a separate offense.

Section 15 Section: 6.10.205 of "the
Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended
as follows:

6.10.205 Definitions. .
Except as otherwise gpecifically provided

in this subchapter, the definitions contained
in SMC Section 6.10.005 shall be fully appli-
cable to fire alarm monitoring companies:

A. “Fire alarm  monitoring company"g
meang any individual, partnerahip, corpo- \
ration; or other form of asgociation that is |
listed with Underwriters! Laboratories as g
a “Full Service Company” or 'Monitoring
Company,” and engages in the business of
monitoring fire alarm systems located with-
in the ((¢))City of Seattle: For the 088 0
this'chapter; fire alarm monitori ompas

jes inchide ale inatallers who
wrer; gubscribet; o
customer, to perform fire alarm system moni-
toring services: and: then: subcontract with .
another fire alarm monitoring company to |
provide the actual monitoring service. :

B.“Fire alarm system” means a system;,
or pottion of a combination system, that is
approved: by the Seattle’ Fire Department
and that consists of components and circuits
arranged to monitor and annunciate the sta-
tus of fire alarm or supervisory signal-ini-
tiating devices and to initiate the appropri-
ate response to those signals. This definition
i es fi tection aptinkler systems, a
that term ig definied in subgection C 6f this
gection; but doea not include heat or amoke |
detectors that are installed in conjunction |
with property or burglary alarma as defined:’
in SMC Section 10.08,140, and that are not |
approved by the Seattle Fire Department.

C. “Fire Protection Sprinkler System”
meang an assembly ‘of underground and/
—-.—JL———-—-——3————1 ge

oro d an duit' beginning a
ectio: g prima er dup-
ether public or private; that con

water with'or without other agenta to disper:

sal openings or devices to extinguish; control,

or contain fire and to provide protection from
expogure to fire or other products of combus: |
tion and consisting of at least 100 sprinkler’
heads; except for structires constructed l
er August 15, 2004; fo ich sue g5
temn shall consist of the number of gprinkler /
gi%_fja reguiref bﬁ the Seattle Biiilding Code
d the Seattle Fire Code €] om |
time to time: ; ;
Section: 18. Section 6.10.210 of: the::

Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended
as follows: |

p|

6.10.210 Fire alarm monitoring com- l
panies--License required--Fee:

A It is unlawful for a fire alarm moni-
toring company to engage in the business of
monitoring fire alarm syatems located within
the ((e))City of Seattle without firat having
obtained an anniial license to do so: ((The

fee for such annual license: is based: upon
two componenta: (1) The following aggregate

amoint:))
B. The fee for such annual license is based
upon two components:

e followi regate amount:

Zero - to 100> Seattle: “‘monitored:: fire
alarm((s)) systems:.,;. $100.00 per annum;

101 to. 200  Seattle ‘monitored: fire .
alarm((s)) systems..., $200.00 per annum;

201 ta: 500 Seattle: monitored fire
alarm((s)) aystems.... $400.00 per annum;

Over 500 Seattle manitored fire alarm((s))
systems.... $500.00 per annum; and

))2: One of the: following
amounts for each fire alarm system located
in Seattle and monitored by the fire alarm
monitoring company at any time during the
calendar year:

a. - Fire ((A))alarm. systems: serving
structures five or more stories or structures

exceeding 200,000 square feet in building
floor area((requt £
Seaﬂ!c—Btfgs i e))=={(5326:00)) $693,00

per fire alarin system, per annim; or
b, Fire ((A))alarm aystems ((not required

Eede)) gerving strictures: that are 3 or 4
stories and less than 200,000 square feet in
building floor areai;.((§80:00)) $223.00 per
fire alarm system, per annum;or !

¢. Fire alarm systems serving structureg
less than three stories and lesd than 200,000

square feet in'building floor area.:;; $76.00

‘alarm monitoring company actually provid-

ly with the subseriber ghall be primarily
“responsible for the license fee component set

“forth i

*only to thé annual licensebfe:s and relate
provigiona contained in subchapter I of thig
- chapter.

¢ ditioned: tpon: the fire alarm monitorim}
i 1

s reqiirements of the Seattle Fire Code and
. the Seattle Fire Department Administrative
‘Ruled for central station monitoring.

i'due by January 31 of the next year in order

“tored fire alarm system.

. Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended
"ag follows; ;

. cs%ln anies;: ((will pay)) the fee contained in
“ghall'be compiited on:the number of fire
‘alarm systema monitored at the time of ini- |

per fire alarm system; per annum:

C. A fire alarm monitoring company that
has paid an alarm ayatem monitoring com-
pany license fee agrequired in SMC Section
6.10.010 B1, will fict have to pay a fire alarm
monitoring company license fee as required
in SMC Section 6.10.210 B, provided that

monito ire alarm's wére uge

foc 11 e n Lalarm syate

&ala onitoring servi

s oan
one loeation, all such companies shall be
jointly” and severally liable for:payment of
all fees under subsection B; grovided, how-

ever; that:

L. It shall be the responsibility of the fire

ing twenty-four (24) hour monitoring gervice, [
pursuant to a writlen contract between the

irea onitoring companies ay the

license fee camponent set forth in subsectjon

of thi Lan
ire ala jonijtorin a

: N (3
which maintaina the sepvice contract direct-
it

gectio thi fon

odifications o ade fi

arm- §ys origina rvi ar
gite will be considered ag part of one alarm
syatem for the purpose of calculating license
fees; regardless of the number of system
panels. At the diseretion’of the Director; and
upon recommendation:by the Fire Marshall,

the Director may waive or adjustsuch fees as
necessary and appropriate.

i ((B)E. A heat or smoke detector that is
installed in conjunction with a property or
burglar alarin ((; ‘

i ent)) shall be subject

%G.))g. The license: required pursiant
to this'subchapter is separate from and'in
addition’ to any /licendge ‘required by any
other chapter of the Seattle Municipal Code
including, but not limited to, that required

ursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business Licenge

ax; Chapter 5,665, General Administrative
Provigions; and Chapter 6,08, pertaining to
burglaralarms installers;

. ((B)H. The issuance and renewal of a
license pursuant to this subchapter {s con:

company's continuing conformance with a

Sectlon 17. Section 6.10.216 of the -
Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended |

:'ag follows:

6,10.2156 ‘Annual  license and  due
ate.

A.The annual license renewal fee shall be

payable ((inradvance)) by the fire alarm moni=
toring company on a calendar year basia ((,

rﬂ—k)i. Licenses expire on December

31 in’the calendar year in which they were:

issued and must be renewed and payment
to avoid penalty:

B. Afplication' for, and renewal of; the:
annual license ahall be on forms specified
by the Director and shall be accompanied |
by the license fee. Each annual application
for,‘or renewal of, a license shall containa

‘list by fee catégory of all buildings in which

the applicant mionitors fire alafm systems,

|showing the ‘stréet address for each build:

ing where the applicant monitors fire alarm
ayatemas; the number of fire alarm ayatems
monitored by the applicant in each individual
listed building; and the name, addresses and
telephorie number for the owner of each moni-

Section 18. Section 6.10.220 of the

6.10.220 Calculation of fees, [
A, For ((N))new fire alarm monitoring

Section 6.10.210 ((A<1))) Bltwhich))

tial application. : |

B. The license fee component contained ]
in SMC Section 6.10.210 ((A-¢1))) Bl shall |

not be adjusted quarterly for the number
~of fire alarin dystems monitored each quar- |
ter(Growey -{ee |

eation)).

C. The license fee component cm’xtainedi

in SMC Section 6.10.210 ((A2))) B2 shall be




adjusted quarterly to reflect additional fire
alarm systems first monitored during that
quarter. Each fire alarm monitoririg compa-
ny shall file'quarterly, in the format speci-
fied by the Director; a list of all additional
addresses at which it monitored fire alarms
during sich quarter; the name of the'corre-
sponding subscriber; and the number of fire
alarms at such address. The quarterly report
should also list fite alarm systems that have
; been discontinued or, if known; transferred
. to another fire alarm monitoring ¢ompany.
The quarterly report shall.-be accompanied
by payment of the additional per-fire:alarm-
system fee due, if any. See prorationcalcula:
i tlong in SMC Section 6:10.230 below. ((The
4 i o ; isk fire atarn
known—transferred to-another fire-alarm
memt&rmgfem-pﬂy.))
D;.Each fire alarm monitoring company

shall file a quarterly report regardless of
whether any additional fees'are due.

Section 19. Section 6.10.230 of the
Seattle Municipal Code ig héreby amended
ag follows:

6.10.230 License fee proration.

A In calculating the license fee compo-
nent contained in SMC Section 6.10,210 ?(A
€))) BL only the initial Ticense fee willk be
-prorated on a quarterly hasig for applications
made after the first quarter.

B. The license fee component contained in
SMC Section 610,210 (A-€2))) B2 will be pro-
rated in eqiial amounts on a quarterly basis
for fire alarm syatems that begin to bé moni-
tored after the first quarter. (£ thwi

Section 20. Section 6.10.235 of the
Seattle Municipal Code ia hereby added as
follows: s

6.10.236 Change of subscriber loca-

tion'of monitoring’ an

AL A fire alarm monitoring company shall |
not'owe an additional licensing fee for any
‘licenge fee that has been already paid under
SMC Sectjon 6.10.210 B2, when a subscriber
moves their alarm site to another location
‘within the City of Seattle; provided that, the !
fire alarm monitoring company must provide |
the Director with'information regarding the |
alarm site. which has been moved; includ-
ingbut not limited to, the previous and new
addresses of the alarm site and satisfactory.
proof of payment of the licénsing fee compo-
nent contained in SMC Section 6.10.210 B2,
Sueh: information mugt be provided in the |
Hiext tterly re the moveme!
of the'a site

B. A credit will be given for the prorated
gorlion of the license fee contained in SMC
ection 6.10:210: B2 paid by another: fire
;alarin monitoring company for thé present
yeasr-on a fire alarm system that is trans-
ferred from ofie companv to another fire
alarm monitoring company; pravided that;
gatisfactory proof that the licenge fee com: |
%onent contained in SMC Section: 6.10:210
2 has been: paid and is supplied to the
Director:

Sectlon 21, Seeﬁon 6.68.010 of the
Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended
ag follows: :

6.88.010 Violation--Penalty.
Unlegs: otherwise ‘specifically provided

for elsewhere in this subtitle; ((A))any per-
son violating or failing to comply with any
the provisions of this subtitle shall be deemed |
guilty of a mmisdemeanor, and upoh conviction
thereof, shall be punished by a fine in any
{gum not exceeding Three Hundred Dollars
§$300), or by imprisonment in the City Jail
i tor a'period not excéeding ninety (30) days, or
i by both'such fine'and imprisonment, 1|

Section 22. Section 10.08.140 of thej
Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended\
as follows: |

!

=)
-

10,08.140 Definitlons.

‘pateh or confirmed a need for ((am-immedi-

W S s

1. fFalse Alarm” meangs the notification to
the Seattle Police Department concerning the
activation of ((a-preperty-or-burglary-atarm))
analarm system orala evice when:

1. There is no evidence of a crime or other
activity that warrants the asgistaace of the
Seattle Police Department on the premiges
{{that—wettld-warrant-a—call-for-immedi

iak Lion)

coar m

olice nee-or—police—investig )
4 indicated by the investigation of a‘police
officer on the gcene or by the lack of a police
report filed by the property awner{(+)), and
((2-N)no individual who was onor near the
premises or who had viewed a video commu:
nication from the premises, called for the'dis-

ate)) police requnqgﬂ(r));o_r s

2. The dispatch of police personnel wag
cancelled by: the alarm system monitoring
company, whether the alarin was cancelled

before or after the arrival of police personnell
atthealarm site. - 1

A

Section 23, Section 10,08.165 of the
Seattle Municipal Code: ig hereby amended
ag follows: :

10,08,1656 Alarm system monitoring
companies - Verificatlon pracess.

Every alarm system monitoring compa- |
ng engaged in business activities in Seattle
shall:

A Obtain 'a: City: of  Seattle ((lmsi-}
nes)) alarm’ systen mohitoring company |
license from the: Department of Executive
Administration asprovided in SMC Chapter;

6,105 [

L1

Sectlon: 24, Section: 10.08.168  of the
Seattle Municipal Code is' hereby amended
as follows: :

10,08.188 Determination - Rebuttable
presumption,

For the purposes of this subchapter; there
iga rebuttagle prestmption that the following
determinations made by the Chiefof Police,
or made on behalf of the Chief by a police offi-
cer dispatehed to the premises; are correct:

A There is no'evidence of a ¢rime or other
activity that would warrant a'call for ((imme-
diate)) police agsistance or police investiga-
tion at the premises; and

B. No individuak who was'on or near the!
. premises; or who had viewed a video commi- ]
nication from the premises, called for the dis- |
'patch or verified a need for (an-immediate))!
! police response. : ‘

Sectlon 26. This ordinance shall take
effect ‘and be in force thirty (30) days from
and after its approval by the Mayor, butif not
approved and returned by the Mayor within
‘ten (10) dayw after presentation, it shall take
effect as provided by Municipal Code Section
1.04.020; '

Passed by the City Council the 26th day
of September, 2005, and signed by me 'in open
seggion in authentication of its passage this
26th day of September, 2005,

Jan Drago

President of the City Council

Approved by me thig 3rd day of October,
2005:

Gregory 'J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this 3rd: day: of October,
2006;

(Beal) Judith Pippin
City Clerk
Publication ordered by JUDITH PIPPIN,
City Clerk
Date of publication in the Seattle Daily
Journal of Commerce, October 6, 2005. -

10/6(190648) |
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