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AN ORDINANCE submitting an advisory ballot
measure concerning health care to the qualifiec

electors of the City of Seattle, at the general

election to be held on November 8, 2005;
calling upon the City Clerk to certify the
proposed measure to fhe Director of Elections
of King County; and requesting the Director of
Records and Elections to submit the measure to
the qualified electors.
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ORDINANCE /21905

AN ORDINANCE submitting an advisory ballot measure concerning health care to the qualified
electors of the City of Seattle, at the general election to be held on November 8, 2005;
calling upon the City Clerk to certify the proposed measure to the Director of Elections of]
King County; and requesting the Director of Records and Elections to submit the measure
to the qualified electors.

WHEREAS, the Seattle City Council recognizes that it is increasingly difficult for many Seattle
residents to obtain quality health care; and

WHEREAS, providing access to quality health care has moved the Seattle City Council to adopt
Resolutions 30673 and 30582, both aimed at addressing health-care issues for citizens of
the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 11 percent of adults in Seattle do not have health insurance; and

WHEREAS, the number of uninsured children in Washington state has reached the highest level
in more than a decade; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 50 percent of Washington state residents do not have dental insurance
or rely on Medicaid for coverage; and

WHEREAS, Seattle's community health centers and public health primary care clinics have a
common mission to provide treatment for individuals regardless of their ability to pay;
and .

WHEREAS, in 2003, Seattle-based community health centers reported that 37 percent of patients
for medical care and 42 percent of dental patients were uninsured or did not have the
means to pay for their treatment; and

WHEREAS, as the costs of providing health and dental care continue to increase, Seattle's
community health centers and public health primary care clinics struggle to provide

uncompensated care; and

WHEREAS, the lack of a rational system for fuhding and providing universal access to quality

health care has led to a rapid increase in health-care costs in the United States, which now}

has the world’s highest per-capita health-care costs; and
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WHEREAS, despite these high costs, the United States lags behind many other developed
nations in terms of many indicators of its citizens’ health, including life-expectancy and
infant mortality; and

WHEREAS, rising health-care costs have affected employers’ ability to provide health-care
benefits for their workers and have sharply increased the costs of doing business; and

WHEREAS, the costs to the City of Seattle of providing health-care benefits to its employees has
risen while City revenue has not kept pace; and

WHEREAS, only a rational system for financing and delivering quality health care will help
ensure that all Americans have access to these necessary services at a cost that is
reasonable to them and to their employers, including the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, at least eighteen states have introduced legislation regarding universal health care
including California, Colorado, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, New York and
Vermont; and

WHEREAS, concerted action is necessary to encourage the United States Congress and other
decision makers to design and fund a rational health care system; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Advisory Ballot Measure. The King County Director of Records and
Elections, as ex officio supervisor of elections, is hereby requested to include on the ballot for the
state general election on November 8, 2005, and submit to the qualified electors of the City the
advisory ballot measure set forth below.

Section 2. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to certify to the King
County Director of Records and Elections the following text of an advisory ballot measure:

UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE ADVISORY

The current health care system is under great strain. The cost of health care increases annually at
three to four times the rate of inflation. An estimated 11% of the citizens of Seattle have no
health insurance at all. Low-income adults are 10 times more likely to lack coverage than those
of higher incomes. The fastest growing segment of the uninsured are the poorest families, those

earning less than the federal poverty level (FPL). In all, over 60% of the uninsured are low
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income. Despite the rising number of uninsured children and adults, the rate of employer-based
insurance continues to decrease. The percentage of people insured through their employers
dropped to its lowest point in over 10 years — 60.2%. Children are significantly affected. In
Washington State, thete are now over 95,000 uninsured children or 5.8% of the state’s children.
While the United States has the wealthiest health care system in the world it is unable to ensure
basics like pre-natal care and immunizations. The U.S. trails most of the developed world on
such indicators as infant mortality and life expectancy. Widely differing proposals are being
discussed to address the crisis in U.S. health care. This advisory ballot makes no judgments
upon these various efforts. It serves only to provide the residents of Seattle with an opportunity
to speak with a unified voice in advising the City of Seattle to take concerted action to help
ensure that every person in Seattle and, ultimately, the United States as a whole, has equal access

to quality health care.

As such, do you agree that the voters give the following advisory to the Mayor and City Council
members of the City of Seattle:

Every person in the United States should have the right to health care of equal high quality. The

Congress should immediately enact legislation to implement this right.

The City should also take the necessary steps to help realize this right for Seattle residents and

others, including but not limited to the following:

o Ask Washington State representatives and senators in the U.S. Congress to adopt
legislation that provides universal access to quality health care.

o Ask the Washington State legislators to support our efforts and work toward this goal.
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e Support education of the public about this issue and support advocacy on this issue.

e Research ways that the City Council can improve healthr care access for the uninsured.

e Compile data and publish an annual report on local health care indicators including
information on aécess to health care.

o Convene a panel of experts to prepare a report and make recommendations to the City
about specific steps the City and Seattle private employers could take to improve
insurance coverage for Seattle residents.

Section 3. This ordinanbe shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its approval
by the Mayor, but if not appfoved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after
presentation, then on the eleventh (1 1" day after its presentation to the Mayor, or if vetoed by
the Mayor, then immediately after its passage over his veto.

b

. b i \ . .
Passed by the City Council the . day of €, ;11 silesr, 2005, and signed by me in open

g

session in authentication of its passage this A > day of C. tc e o, 2005,

Approved by me this day o

Filed by me this J1 day o

(Seal)




GSR:MF
August 16, 2005:
Health care advisory ballot measure:

Version #1:
Form revised December 9, 2004
FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| Legislative | Reddy/4-8147 |
Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE submlttlng an advisory ballot measure concerning health care to the qualified
electors of the City of Seattle, at the general election to be held on November 8, 2005; calling
upon the City Clerk to certify the proposed measure to the Director of Elections of King County;
and requesting the Director of Records and Elections to submit the measure to the qualified
electors.

o Summary of the Legislation:
This legislation would place an advisory ballot measure before the voters stating that every
person in the United States should have the right to health care of equal high quality and that the
Congress should immediately enact legislation to implement this right. In addition, the City
would take the necessary steps to help ensure this right, including but not limited to the
following:
e Engage WA state representatives and senators in the U.S. Congress towards
supporting legislation towards this end.
¢ Encourage a public outreach effort to engage the populace to learn more about this
issue who would in turn pressure their representatives to act on this issue.
e Research ways that the Council can implement and improve healthcare access to the
uninsured through city, county and state resources.

o Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and
include record of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable):

The need for universal access to quality health care is paramount. The problem is a national one
and the lack of a rational system for funding and providing universal access to quality health
care has led to a rapid increase in health-care costs in the United States, which now has the
world’s highest per-capita health-care costs. Toward this end, the Seattle City Council adopted
Resolutions 30673 and 30582, both aimed at addressing health care issues for citizens of the
City of Seattle. Currently, an estimated 11 percent of adults in Seattle do not have health
insurance and the number of uninsured children in Washington State has reached the highest
level in more than a decade. Further, an estimated 50 percent of Washington state residents do
not have dental insurance or rely on Medicaid for coverage. Seattle's community health centers
and public health primary care clinics have a common mission to provide treatment for
individuals regardless of their ability to pay.
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In 2003, Seattle-based community health centers reported that 37 percent of patients for medical
care and 42 percent of dental patients were uninsured or did not have the means to pay for their
treatment. While the costs of providing health and dental care continue to increase, Seattle's
community health centers and public health primary care clinics struggle to provide
uncompensated care. '

e Please check one of the following:

X__ This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.) ‘

Note: The estimated publication costs are $19,000 and will be paid from existing
appropriations. Any potential costs resulting from the implementation of the ballot
measure are unknown.
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Legislative Department
Office of City Clerk
Memorandum

Date:  September 16, 2005

To: Councilmembers

From: Judith E. Pippin, City Clerl

Subject: Mayor's Return of Council ﬁill 115356, Unsigned
(Health Care Advisory Ballot Measure)

On Friday, September 16, 2005, Mayor Nickels returned Council Bill 1156356 relating to the
Health Care Advisory Ballot Measure to this office without his signature. The Bill had been
passed by Council on September 6, 2005.

The absence of the Mayor's signature indicates he neither approves nor disapproves the
Council Bill, as addressed in Seattle Municipal Code 1.04.020 and City Charter Article IV
Section 12. He did not include a transmittal message with the returned Bill.

A Bill returned by the Mayor unsigned is considered "approved" for purposes of the Bill
becoming an Ordinance, and therefore, law, within the City of Seattle.

The effective date of this particular Ordinance is on the 11th day after its presentation to the
Mayor, or September 17, 2005.

600 4™ Avenue Floor 3, PO Box 94728, Seattle, Washington 98124-4728
(206) 684-8344  Fax; (206) 386-9025 TTY: (206) 233-0025
email: clerk@seattle.gov
Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request. An equal opportunity employer
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE submitting an advisory ballot measure concerning health care to the qu'éhﬁed
electors of the City of Seattle, at the general election to be held on November 8; 2005;
calling upon the City Clerk to certify the proposed measure to the Director of Elections of]
King County; and requesting the Director of Records and Elections to subrmt the measure
to the qualified electors. //

WHEREAS, the Seattle City Council recognizes that it is increasingly dlfﬁcult for many Seattle
residents to obtain quality health care; and /

~
A

WHEREAS providing access to quality health care has moved the Séattle City Council to adopt
Resolutions 30673 and 30582, both aimed at addressing health care issues for citizens of
the City of Seattle; and

s
A

WHEREAS, an estimated 11 percent of adults in Seattle do,,ﬁat have health insurance; and
/

Vi

WHEREAS, the number of uninsured children in Washmgton state has reached the highest level
1n more than a decade; and /

WHEREAS, an estimated 50 percent of Washmg}on state residents do not have dental insurance

or rely on Medicaid for coverage; and /
/

WHEREAS, Seattle's community health cer/lt’ers and public health primary care clinics have a
common mission to provide treatment for individuals regardless of their ability to pay;
and /

WHEREAS, in 2003, Seattle-based gd}nmunity health centers reported that 37 percent of patients
for medical care and 42 pergént of dental patients were uninsured or did not have the
means to pay for their tre?t'ment; and

/

WHEREAS, as the costs of prov1d1ng health and dental care continue to increase, Seattle's
community health centers and public health primary care clinics struggle to provide
uncompensated care; 'and

WHEREAS, the lack of a rational system for funding and providing universal access to quality
health care has led to a rapid increase in health-care costs in the United States, which now
has the world’s highest per-capita health-care costs; and
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WHEREAS, despite these high costs, the United States lags behind many other developed
nations in terms of many indicators of its citizens’ health, including life- expectancy and
infant mortality; and /

/

WHEREAS, rising health-care costs have affected employers’ ability to provide health#’é:are
benefits for their workers and have sharply increased the costs of doing busine‘/ss; and

WHEREAS, the costs to the City of Seattle of providing health-care benefits to 1ts ‘employees has
risen while City revenue has not kept pace; and ,

/

WHEREAS, these rising health-care costs not only exact a human toll, but affeot the City’s
ability to provide other needed service to its residents, and make local business less
competitive in an international economy; and , /

s

WHEREAS, only a rational system for financing and delivering qualri:t"y health-care will help
ensure that all Americans have access to these necessary sell;.\;ices at a cost that is
reasonable to them and to their employers, including the C-ity of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, concerted action is necessary to encourage the Umted States Congress and other
decision-makers to design and fund a rational health Sare system; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE A;S FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Advisory Ballot Measure. The /K/ing County Director of Records and
Elections, as ex officio supervisor of elections, is l}éreby requested to include on the ballot for the;
state general election on November 8, 2005, and submit to the qualified electors of the City the
advisory ballot measure set forth below. /

/

Section 2. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to certify to the King

County Director of Records and Elec’uor}s the following text of an advisory ballot measure:

/
UNIVERSAL HEALTHCARE ADVISORY

4
/
/

The current health care system is I}i/nder great strain. The cost of health care increases annually at
three to four times the rate of iqf{ation. Over 11% of the citizens of Seattle have no health
insurance at all, with lower-in_;c"fome adults 10 times more likely to lack coverage then those of
higher incomes. Indeed, the festest growing segment of the uninsured are the poorest families,

those earning less than the federal poverty level (FPL). In all, over 60% of the uninsured are low
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/s

income. Despite the number of uninsured children and adults rising, the rate of emp}dg;er-based
insurance continues to decrease. The percentage of people insured through their ep‘fi;loyers
dropped to its lowest point in over 10 years — 60.2%. Children are signiﬁcant}y';ffected. In
Washington State, there are now over 95,000 uninsured kids or 5.8% of the‘:fs‘c#eﬂlte’s children. The
United States has the wealthiest health care system in the world and is u;léiii)le to ensure basics
like pre-natal care and immunizations. The U.S. trails most of the dey;ei;)ped world on such
indicators as infant mortality and life expectancy. Widely differing/,,p/;oposals are being discussed
to address the crisis in U.S. healthcare. This advisory ballot ma}gés no judgments upon these
efforts. It serves only to provide the residents of Seattle with fa‘ﬁ opportunity to speak with a

unified voice in advising the City of Seattle to take conceﬁpé action to help ensure that every

person in the United States has equal access to quality hgélth care.
!/‘rf
/

As such, do you agree that the voters give the folloy//ing advisory to the Mayor and City Council

2

‘-'/!
/
/

Every person in the United Sta{tes should hayé the right to health care of equal high quality. The
Congress should immediately enact legislfa{ion to implement this right.

The City should take the necessary s/téps to help ensure this right, including but not limited to the

following: /

/

e Engage WA state reprfsentatives and senators in the U.S. Congress towards supporting
! \
legislation towards this end.
e Encourage a public outreach effort to engage the populace to learn more about this issue

who would in turn pressure their representatives to act on this issue.
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/
/

e Research ways that the Council can implement and improve healthcare access’fo the
/

J
.'/
uninsured through city, county and state resources. /

+
/7

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force immediately’ﬁpon its approval
i
by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (},0/) days after
: /

/
presentation, then on the eleventh (11™) day after its presentation to the’Mayor, or if vetoed by
/

/
the Mayor, then immediately after its passage over his veto. I,/'
i'/}‘
/
),!"
Passed by the City Council the day of //, 2005, and signed by me in open
/
session in authentication of its passage this day of / ~ , 2005.
/
/
//‘
Presid/lefft of the City Council
Approved by me this day of /_,2005.
//

/ Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this dayof / , 2005.

City Clerk

(Seal)
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE submitting an advisory ballot measure concerning health care to the qualified
electors of the City of Seattle, at the general election to be held on Noxember 8, 2005;
calling upon the City Clerk to certify the proposed measure to the Ditector of Elections of
King County; and requesting the Director of Records and Elections to submit the measure
to the qualified electors.

WHEREAS, the Seattle City Council recognizes that it is increasingly difficult for many Seattle
residents to obtain quality health care; and

WHEREAS, providing access to quality health care has moved/the Seattle City Council to adopt
Resolutions 30673 and 30582, both aimed at addressiyig health-care issues for citizens of
the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 11 percent of adults in Seattle/do not have health insurance; and

WHEREAS, the number of uninsured children in Waghington state has reached the highest level
in more than a decade; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 50 percent of Washingfon state residents do not have dental insurance
or rely on Medicaid for coverage; and

WHEREAS, Seattle's community health centet's and public health primary care chmcs have a
common mission to provide treatment for 1nd1v1duals regardless of their ability to pay;
and

WHEREAS, in 2003, Seattle-based comynunity health centers reported that 37 percent of patients
for medical care and 42 percent ¢f dental patients were uninsured or did not have the
means to pay for their treatment; and

WHEREAS, as the costs of providing health and dental care continue to increase, Seattle's
community health centers and public health primary care clinics struggle to provide
uncompensated care; and

WHEREAS, the lack of a rational/ system for funding and providing universal access to quality
health care has led to a rapid increase in health-care costs in the United States, which now
has the world’s highest per-capita health-care costs; and

/

/
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WHEREAS, despite these high costs, the United States lags behind many other develo d/
nations in terms of many indicators of its citizens’ health, including life-expegfancy and
infant mortality; and

WHEREAS, rising health-care costs have affected employers’ ability to provig€ health-care
benefits for their workers and have sharply increased the costs of doidg business; and

WHEREAS, the costs to the City of Seattle of providing health-care be
risen while City revenue has not kept pace; and

WHEREAS, only a rational system for financing and delivering quality health care will help
ensure that all Americans have access to these necessary/services at a cost that is
reasonable to them and to their employers, including tie City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, at least eighteen states have introduced legis}ation regarding universal health care
including California, Colorado, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, New York and
Vermont; and ’

WHEREAS, concerted action is necessary to encouyfage the United States Congress and other
decision makers to design and fund a ratighal health care system; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Advisory Ballot Measz;ée. The King County Director of Records and
Elections, as ex officio supervisor of elecions, is hereby requested to include on the ballot for the
state general election on November 8, 2005, and submit to the qualified electors of the City the
advisory ballot measure set forth below!

Section 2. The City Clerk Zz hereby authorized and directed to certify to the King
County Director of Records and Elettions the following text of an advisory ballot measure:

UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE AAVISORY

The current health care system is under great strain. The cost of health care increases annually at
three to four times the rate of inflation. An estimated 11% of the citizens of Seattle have no
health insurance at all. Low-income adults are 10 times more likely to lack coverage than those
of higher incomes. The fastest growing segment of the uninsured are the poorest families; those

earning less than the federal poverty level (FPL). In all, over 60% of the uninsured are low




e e | AN W N

NONORNRN NN NN/, e e e R e e s e
0 ~N O A WD R, S0 NNy e WD O

G. Saroja Reddy & Mike Fong/GSRMF
Healthcare Advisory Ballot

08/15/05

version #5

income. Despite the rising number of uninsured children and adults, the rate of employer-based
insurance continues to decrease. The percentage of people insured through their £mployers
dropped to its lowest point in over 10 years — 60.2%. Children are significantly affected. In
Washington State, there are now over 95,000 uninsured children or 5.8% of the state’s children.
While the United States has the wealthiest health care system in the wofld it is unable to ensure
basics like pre-natal care and immunizations. The U.S. trails most 9 the developed world on
such indicators as infant mortality and life expectancy. Widely djiffering proposals are being

discussed to address the crisis in U.S. health care. This advispty ballot makes no judgments

upon these various efforts. It serves only to provide the tr?s' dents of Seattle with an opportunity

1| to speak with a unified voice in advising the City of ? tle to take concerted action to help

ensure that every person in Seattle and, ultimately, thé United States as a whole, has equal access

to quality health care.

As such, do you agree that the voters give the/ following advisory to the Mayor and City Council

members of the City of Seattle:

Every person in the United States shoyld have the right to health care of equal high quality. The

Congress should immediately enactlegislation to implement this right.

The City should also take the negessary steps to help realize this right for Seattle residents and

others, including but not limited to the following:

o Ask Washington State representatives and senators in the U.S. Congress to adopt
legislation that provides universal access to quality health care.

e Support education of the public about this issue and support advocacy on this issue.
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e Research ways that the City Council can improve health care access for the ydinsured.
e Compile data and publish an annual report on local health care indicatorg/including
information on access to health care.
o Convene a panel of experts to prepare a report and make reco endétions to the City
about specific steps the City and Seattle private employers cgtld take to improve
insurance coverage for Seattle residents.
Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in foyte immediately upon its approval
by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Maygf within ten ('1 0) days after
presentation, then on the eleventh (1 lth) day after it’s pr7£ation to the Mayor, or if vetoed by

the Mayor, then immediately after its passage over hig'veto.

Passed by the City Council the day/of , 2005, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this day of , 2005.

President of the City Council

/

Approved by me this da/y of , 2005.

Aj[

/

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this day of , 2005.

/ City Clerk
(Seal) |




STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
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190195 No.
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office mamtalned at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a
CT:121905 ORDINANCE
was published on

09/22/05

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $ 251.75, which amount
has been pald in full. ; 7

Subscribed and sworfi to before me on

09/22/05% /&/ Z/’”’ /’4/;7 ,/

Notary pu hc for the State(ﬂfWashmgton,
résiding in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication




State of Washington, King County

ORDINANCE 121806 , }

AN ORDINANCE submitting an adviso:
ry ballot measure concerning health care to
tf‘:e qualified electors of the City of Seattle, at
the general election to be held on November
8,°2005; calling upon the City Clerk to cer-
tify the proposed meaaure tothe Director of
Elections of King County; and requesting the
Director of Records and Elections to submit
the meaaure to the qualified electors,

WHEREAS, the Seattle City Council
recognizes that it is increasingly. difficult
for many Seattle residents to oblain quality
health care; and :

WHEREAS, providing access to qual-
ity health eare has moved the Seattle City
Council 'to: adopt. Resolutions 380673 and
30582, both aimed at addressing health-care
isgued for citizens of the City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, an eaﬁmated 11 percent of
adults in Seattle do not have health insur:
ance; and

WHEREAS, the number of uninsured
children in Washington state has reached the
highest level in'more than a decade; and

REAS, an estimated 50 percent of
Washington state residents do not have den-
“tal insurance or rely on Medicaid for cover-
age; and

HEREAS, Seattle's community health
centers and public health primary care clin:
ice have a common mission to provide treat-
ment for individuals regardless of their abil-

ity to'pay;and : :

WHEREAS, in 2003, Seattle-based com-
munity health'centers reported that 37 per-
cent of patientas for medical care and 42 per-
cent of ‘dental patients were uningured or
did not have the meana to pay for their treat-
ment; and

WHEREAS, as the costs of providing
health and dental care continue to increase,
Seattle's community health centers and pub-
lic health primary care clinice struggle to
‘provide uncompengated care; and

WHEREAS; the lack of a rational system
for funding and providing universal access to
quality health care hag led to a rapid increase
in health-care costs in the United States,
which now has the world's higheat per-capita
health-care coste; and :

' WHEREAS, deapite these high coats, the
United States1ags behind many other devel-
oped nationg in terms of many indicators of
its citizena’ health, including life-expectancy
andinfant mortality; and

WHEREAS, rising. health-care costs
have affected employers’ ability to provide
health-care benetits for their workers and
have sharply. increased the costs of doing
business; and : o

WHEREAS, ‘the costs to the City of!
‘Seattle of providing health-care benefits to
ita employees has rigen while City revenue
haa not kept pace; and .

' Clt , Of S_e_a_'t.:.t_l_e___\—— WHEREAS. at least eighteen atatea have|

WHEREAS, only a rational system for
financinf and . delivering quality health
care will help ensure that all Americans
have acceas to these necegsary servicesat a'
cost that is reasonable to them and to their
em&),loyersr including the City of Seattle;
an ' :

introduced legislation regarding universal
health care including Ca ifoxnitg,‘ Colokaég, ;

. Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, , Maryland, New York'

and Vermont; and

WHEREAS, concerted action is neceéaaryi’
to encourage the United States Congress
?nddothex;‘decllal}(‘m lm}:&kers to design and
und a rational health car tem; N(
’I“HE;REFORE, f e aystem; NOW,

BE ITORDAINED BY THE C
SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: 1Y OF

Section 1. Advisory Ballot Meaaure,
The King County Director of Recorde and;
-Elections, as ex officio supervisor of elections,
is hereby requested to include on the ballot!
for the atate ‘general election on November
8, 2005, and submit to the qualified electors
of the City the advisory ballot meagure set
forth below. - '

s - Section 2. The City Clerk ja hereby autho-
rized and directed to certify to the King
County Director of Records 'and Elections
the following text of an advisory ballot mea-

Bwrer

UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE
ADVISORY - !

' The current health care syatem ia under
great strain, The cost of health care increns-
es annually at three to four times the rate of
inflation. An estimated11% of the citizena of
Seattle have no health insurance at all, Low-
income adults are 10 times more likely to lack
coverage than those of higher incomes. The
fastest growing segment of the uninsured are
the poorest families, those earning lesas than
the federal povertiy level (FPL). In all, over
60% of the uninsured are low income, Despite
the rising number of uninaured children and
adults, the rate of employer-based insur-
ance continues to decrease, The percentage
of people insured. through their employers
dropped to ite loweal point in over 10 years —
60,2%. Children are significantly affected. In
Washington State, there are now over 95,000]
uninsured children or 5.8% of the state’s)
children. While the United States has the
wealthiest health care aystem in the world it
is unable to ensure basics like pre-natal care

~and immunizations, The U.S, trails most of
the developed world on such indicatora as
“infant mortality and life expectancy. Widely
differing proposals are being discussed to
address the crigis in U:S, health care; This
advisory hallot makeg no judgments upon
these various efforts. It serves only to pro-
vide the residents of Seattle with an opportu-
nity 1o speak with a unified voice in advising
the City of Seattle to take concerted action'to
help ensure thal every person in Seattle and,
ultimately, the United States as a whole, has

‘September, 2006, and signed by me in open

Ask Washington State representatives
and senators in the U.S. Congress to
adopt legislation that provides univeraal
access Lo quality health care,

Ask the Washington State legislators to
supfmrt our efforts and work toward this
goal, !

Support education of the public about
this iasue and support advocacy on this
issue, :

Research walya that the City Council can
improve health care access for the unin-
sured, :

Compile data and publish an annual
report on local health care indicators
including information on accegs to
~ health'care, ' :

« ‘Convene a panel of experts to prepare
a report and make recommendationg'to
the City about specific steps the City and |
Seattle private emplayers could take to
improve insurance coverage for Seattle
residents. : :

Section 3. This ordinance shall take l
effect and be in force immediately upon its f
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved |
and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) |
days after presentation, thenon the eleventh |
(Lith) day after its presentation to the Mayor, .
or if vetoed by the Mayor, then immediately |
after.its passage over his veto, :

Passed by the kCity Council the 6th dny of

session in authentication of it passage this

6th day of September, 2006,
Jan Drago . : :
President of the City Council - |

Approved by me this 16th day of
September, 20056, - .

Gregory J, Nickels, Mayor :
Filed by me this 16th day of September,
2006, e

(Seal) Judith Pippin
City Clerk ‘

Piiblication ordered by JUDITH PIPPIN,
City Clerk e G
Date of publicati

in the Seattle Daily
tember 22, 2005. |
92319

Journal of Commerce,
i 0186

equal accean to quality health care,

As such, doyou agree that the voters give
the following advisory to the Mayor and City
Council members of the City of Seattle:

Every person in the United States should
have the right to health care of equal high
quality. The Congress should immediately l
enact legislation to implement this right,

The City should also take the necessary
steps to help realize thia right for Seatile rea-
idents and athers, including but not limited
tothe following: .
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