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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Fire Department, amending SMC Chapter 10.28, adding a new

Subchapter IV (Sections 10.28.300 and 10.28.3 10) requiring the Fire Department to provide law

enforcement agencies with access to Fire Department medical incident reports under certain

circumstances.

W11EREAS, the mission of the Seattle Fire Department includes the provision of emergency medical

services to reduce and prevent suffering and loss of life; and

WHEREAS, Fire Department personnel prepare medical incident reports as a part of their response to

medical incidents;
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WHEREAS the ability of law enforcement agencies to investigate and successfully prosecute violent

crimes and crimes involving the use or the threatened use of weapons would be enhanced if such

law enforcement agencies had timely access to Seattle Fire Department emergency medical

incident reports, particularly if the incident in question may have involved physical violence or

the use or threatened use of a weapon;

WHEREAS, Fire Department medical incident reports may contain health care information, as defined

in RCW Chapter 70.02, Medical Records-Health Care Information Access and Disclosure;

AND WHEREAS, RCW 70.02.050(2)(b) provides that a health care provider may provide copies of

records containing health care information to federal, state, or local law enforcement authorities

to the extent required by law;

NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. SMC Chapter 10.28 is amended by adding a new subehapter as follows:

Subebapter IV Seattle Fire Department Medical Incident Reports

SMC 10.28.300 Seattle Fire Department Medical Incident Reports -

Access by Law Enforcement Agencies Required.

The Seattle Fire Department shall provide law enforcement agencies with access to Fire

Department emergency medical incident reports requested by such agencies pursuant to this subchapter. A

law enforcement agency may request: 1) specified reports relating to incidents to which the law

enforcement agency responded or which it is investigating; or, 2) categories of reports, as provided in

guidelines or protocols approved by the law enforcement agency and the Fire Department. Such protocols
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or guidelines may request categories of reports relating to incidents in which, based on the content of the

Seattle Law Department.

agencies include, but are not limited to, the Seattle Police Department and the Criminal Division of the

occurred related to the incident described in the report. In addition to access to written reports, access may

include electronic access to electronic copies of reports. For purposes of this subehapter, law enforcement

report, it appears that physical violence, the use of a weapon, or the threatened use of a weapon may have

SMC 10.28.310 Policies and Procedures Controlling Acquisition, Maintenance, Retention,

and Dissemination of Health Care Information Required.

The Fire Department and any law enforcement agency requesting access to medical incident reports

pursuant to this subchapter shall, before providing or obtaining such access, develop policies and

procedures, as contemplated in RCW 70.02.050(3), controlling the acquisition, maintenance, retention, and

dissemination of health care information provided or obtained pursuant to this subchapter.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

1999, and signed by me in openPassed by the City Council the day of O'e!.ceir~=

session in authentication of its passage this day 9f



October 27, 1999

The Honorable Sue Donaldson, President

The Seattle City Council

600 Fourth Avenue

I I
th

Floor Municipal Building

Seattle, Washington 98104-1873

Dear Council President Donaldson:

Over the past several years there has been increased emphasis by the entire City on response to

violent crime, especially in the area of Domestic Violence, Part of the law enforcement and

prosecution efforts have included requests for records which can enhance prosecution, especially

when the victim of the violent crime is not available or chooses not to participate in the

prosecution of the offender. Within the City, Fire Department staff are frequently first

responders to tend to the injured, and the reports they generate can be very useful to law

enforcement and prosecutors in developing, assessing and proceeding with cases.

This ordinance would clarify the ability of Fire, Police and prosecution, and other law

enforcement agencies, to share these reports containing medical information with appropriate

procedural and statutory safeguards. Within the framework of RCW 70.02.050(2)(b), providing

authority. for the sharing of records containing health care information, the Fire Department would

be able to easily and lawfiffly share information involving physical violence, the use or threatened

use of a weapon, or if a law enforcement agency responded to the same incident.

This ordinance was developed after consultation with SPD, SFD, Dr, Copass at Harborview, The

Seattle Domestic Violence Council, and numerous folks in the DV and prosecution communities.

Venerri~ Knox

Directdr, Human--ge-rvices Deofirtment

j"orm Stamper

d- Chief of Police

Chi4AOKes Sewell

Fire Chief
.
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