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AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Design Commission; changing the method by which

the Design Commission charges City departments for Commission review of City capital

improvement projects for projects for which billing commences after December 31, 1998;

clarifying the basis for the Commission's fees for reviewing projects other than City

capital improvement projects; and amending sections 22.900D. 170 and 3.5 8.090 of the

Seattle Municipal Code.

Whereas, the Seattle Design Commission was established to provide design guidance to City

departments so that capital improvement projects are constructed according to the best possible

design principles; and

Whereas, the City is about to embark on significant capital improvement projects such as the libraries to

be built under the recently passed Library Capital Facilities ballot measure; and,

Whereas the upcoming completion of 37 neighborhood plans and the increasing funding available

through the Neighborhood Matching Fund will result in significant new investments in large and

small capital improvement projects in Seattle's neighborhoods; and

cumbersome and often inadequate to cover the costs of the Commission; and

Whereas the existing funding mechanism for the Design Commission has proved to be administratively

Whereas the Mayor desires to provide the Commission with a predictable and adequate funding

- mechanism so that it may fulfill its role in public development activities;

Whereas the provisions for the Commission's fees charged for other than City capital improvement

projects have been somewhat unclear; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 22.900D. 170 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

22.900D.170. Design Commission fees.

A. City Capital Improvement Projects, as Defined in SMC Section 3.58.020. Design

Commission fees shall be assessed at a rate of three-tenths of one (0.3) percent of the construction cost

((of)) for City capital improvement projects for which billing will commence on or before December 3 1,
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1998, except as specified in subsections B and D of this section. Billing will occur at the time of

contract award by the Executive Services Department, who will forward the bills to the Department for

distribution to appropriate City departments. Payment will be made through a fund transfer to the

Department Operating Fund.

B. Major City Capital Improvement Projects. Except as specified in subsection D of this

section,._Design Commission fees shall be assessed at a rate of up to three-tenths of one (0.3) percent of

the construction cost ((4)) for major City capital improvement projects (greater than Ten Million

Dollars ($ 10,000,000) construction budget) for which billing will commence on or before December 3 L

1998. The fee shall be set through negotiations with the Budget Director and the Design Commission.

Billing shall occur in accordance with a schedule agreed upon by the Budget Director and the Design

Commission.

C. 1. For Cily cgpital iMprovement projects, as defined in section 3.58.020, for which no

billing commenced under subsections A or B on or before December 31, 1998, and that do not fall

within an exception in subsection D of this section, the Budget Director, the Design Commission, and

each affected Cily department will atteMpt to agree on that department's projects, that are expected to be

assessed by the Design Commission in the following year. If no agreement is reached by a date

established by the Budget Director, the Budget Director will establish the list of such projects. The

Budget Director mqy establish the assessable qpprol2riation of a Cily capital imrovement below the

actual qppropriation in order that the project not be assessed an unduly high fee relative to the cost of the

anticipated Design Commission review.

2. The Budget Director will assess a uniform fee of M to one percent (IN of the total of

all departments' capital iMprovement project qppropriations for those 12roj ects assessqbl~~ forDe~sin

2
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Commission fees. Such fee shall be set so as to be sufficient, when combined with other funding

sources, to LiMport the anticipated costs of the Design Commission for the following year, but in no case

shall the fee exceed one percent (I on.

3. The Director of Design, Construction and Land Use shall bill each department in the

amount detennined by the Budget Director, and that amount shall be paid by fund transfer to the

Dmartment Overatina Fund.

4. If a cgpital improvement project's goropriation has been included in a fee assessed

under this section, but Design Commission review of that project is del4yed into a future year, that

gppropriation amount shall not be counted again in the calculation of the fee for M future year. If

review of a project on which a fee has been assessed under this subsection C is canceled., or if review

commences on a project that, but for timeliness, would have been included but was not included in the

calculation of a fee under this subsection C, the Budget Director shall adjust the department's total

assessable gppropriation downwards or Lipwards, respectively, when establishing the subsequent year's

fe e.

((C,-)) 12. Special Exceptions. ((Rather- 41aff msessiffg fees as a per-e@atage of t4e eenstpae4an

0,44,# w4 44 ;44 see4efls A and 9 of 44is 80840-fl-I

subjeet to Posig+1 Geffi
i i I

AAA; A44d
.

j
I

i "
~ t9tal 00HAPdetiOR bUdgOtS Of Fi#5~ ThOUSaff-J,

pella,-s ($50,000) or- 41AA-1-1-199-10fl-1-6064 -4- --h-@U+jy fatO Of 0-4-4-k- -W-4und-f@ d P011W8 ($ 100) POF hOUf P@

))The

Commission will bill the following projects at the hourly rate of One Hundred Dollars ($100)12er ho

per Commissioner for subcommittee review, or Seven Hundred Dollars ($700) per hour for full
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Commission review, excgpt that fees mgy be waived, in whole or in part, at the discretion of the

Comin, ssion with the concurrence of the BudIzet Director in the following circumstances:

1. Whenever Commission fees, if charged, would be disproportionate to the sums available and could

cause abandonment of the project for the following lypes of projects: artworks, projects funded by

grants and donations, neighborhood self-help projects undertaken by volunteers and nopprofit

organizations, and small capital iMrovements.

2. For low-income and special needs housing projects subject to Deggn_Commission review.

Street Use Permit Reviews, Street use permit reviews, which are required before

issuance of
a.

street use permit for improvements within the public right-of-way, will be billed at the

hourly rate of One Hundred Dollars ($100) per hour per Commissioner for subcommittee review, or

Seven Hundred Dollars ($700) per hour for full Commission review. Billing will be sent ((&amp;-est4y to

the applie to Seattle Transportation for inclusion into the plan review costs charged to the Wlicant,

or be billed directly by the Department. For those projects billed through Seattle Transpgjrtation.,

pgyment will be made by a fund transfer from the Seattle Transportation Operating Fund to the

Dqpartment Operating Fund from funds paid by the applicant,

Early Master Use Permit Stage or Projects Outside Cily Contract Process. For design

review at an early Master Use Permit stage or for projects outside The Cily of Seattle contract award

process, Design Commission fees will be billed by the, Department at an hourly rate of One Hundred

Dollars ($ 100) per hour per Commissioner for subcommittee review, or Seven Hundred Dollars ($700)

per hour for full Commission review.

Section 2. Section 3.58.090 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

3.58.090 Fees and charges for Design Commission review.

4
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A. The Commission is authorized to charge the following fees to applicants for review of capital

improvement projects other than Cily departments' cgpital iMprovement projects:

1. When review is by the entire Commission, Seven Hundred Dollars ($700 .00) per hour;

2. When review is by a committee or subcommittee of the Commission, One Hundred

Dollars ($100.00) per Commission member participating in the review per hour.

B. The Commission in its discretion, ctor m-~~hthe~conc~urrence~ofthe~Bud ~etDir~e ay waive its

fee under subsection A of this section, in whole or in part, in the following circumstances:

Whenever Commission fees, if charged, would be disproportionate to the sums available and could

"-- --., --A48fl t4er-eE4' fAr. T-0,44 RAAcause abandonment for the following !ypes of projects:

e4))artworks,((zfof ))projects funded by grants and donations-.((4,e+ ))neighborhood self-help projects

undertaken by volunteers and nonprofit organizations, ((T)) and for small capital improvements.

ea?ase abaffdam:RePA 4*8

2. For low-income and special needs housiM projects subject to Design Commission review.

The Commission may require a deposit of its fee before reviewing a project or giving its advice.

C. The Commission shall charge fees for its review of Cily departments' capital improvement

projects as set forth in subsections A through D of section 22.900D. 170.

Section 3. The provisions of this ordinance that amend Section 22.900.D 170, to the extent thgy

are in conflict with provisions affecting this same section in the ordinance embodied in CB 112365~,

shall be considered the later in time and shall take precedence over the earlier provisions.

5
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aR4 or-ass r-efer-effees Shal-11 NO F-184-4-4-144-4bef@4 to 004,64ff-p- to es fRade by that A*:hev ai:diipapee

Section 4. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of the ordinance is

hereby ratify and confirmed.

I
0i

12

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the 2_3
--

day of &amp;M, 1998, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this day of 1998.

Fesident -tt:- of the City Co

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
i

21

22

23

41

Approved by me this

Filed by me this Of V day of

(Seal)

~
1998.

6
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A. The Commission is authorized to charge the following fees to applicants for review of capital

improvement projects other than Cily departments' cqpital iMrovement projects:

1. When review is by the entire Commission, Seven Hundred Dollars ($700.00) per hour;

2. When review is by a committee or subcommittee of the Commission, One Hundred

Dollars ($100. 00) per Commission member participating in the review per hour.

B. The Commission inJts discretion, with the concurrence of the Budget Director, may waive its

fee under subsection A of this section, in whole or in part, in the following circumstances:

Whenever Commission fees, if charged, would be disproportionate to the sums available and could

cause abandonment for the following types of projects: ( a.- at+y poi4ioa t4ef@4 fi3r-- F-P-414PAIA0

4))artworks,((4of ))projects. funded by grants'sand donations. ))neighborhood self-help projects

undertaken by volunteers and nonprofit organizations,((7)) and for small capital improvements.

w4eftevef Gowmission fees, if Ghafged' W8'aI4 be to the SU.'as available affA r'AWA

eftu-se- f4 m4em+ient of the pr-ejeet-.))

2. For low-income and special needs housing projects subject to. Design Commission review.

The Commission may require a deposit of its fee before reviewing 'a project or giving its advice.

C. The Commission shall charge fees for its review of Ci!Y depirtments' c4pital iLnProvement

projects as set forth in subsections A through D of section 22.900D. 170.

Section 3. The provisions of this ordinance that amend Section 22.9000..D 170, to the extent they

are in conflict with provisions affecting this same section in the ordinance embodi ed in CB 112365,
~t

shall be considered the later in time and shall take precedence over the earlier provisions.
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Design Commission; changing the method by which

the Desil-ii Commission charges City departments for Commission review of City capital

improvenieut projects for projects for Which billing commences after Dlcceiiilber 31, 1998;

clan
- ling the basis for the Commission's fees for reviewing projects otherAhan City

capital improvement projects; and amending sections 22.900D. 170 and 3/,58.090 of the

Seattle Municipal Code.

Whereas, the Seattle Design Commission was established to provide design juidance to City

departments so that capital improvement projects are constructed a ~ording to the best possibleCIC

design principles; and

Whereas, the City is about to embark on significant capital improvemenf projects such as the libraries to

be built under the recently passed Library Capital Facilities ballot measure; and,

Whereas the upcoming completion of 37 neighborhood plans and the increasing funding available

t1iroug1h the Neighborhood MatclliHig Fund will result in significant new investments in large and

s~, i-i a 1 11

cap. i tal improvement proj ects in Seattle's neighbophoods; and

Whereas 0le existing fbiidlng mechanism for the Design Co ssion has proved to be administrativelymmi
curnbersome and often inadequate to cover the cosWof the Commission; and

Whereas the Mayor desixes to provide the Commission With a predictable and adequate funding

mechanism so thal it may fulfill its role in publk development activities;

Whereas the provisions for the Commission's feesAarged for other than City capital improvement

projects have been somewhat unclear; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SE-ATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 22.900D.170,"of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

22.900D.170. Design Commission fees.

A. City Capital,lifiprovement Projects, as Defined in SMC Section 3.58.020. Design
"I

Commission fees shall be assessed at a rate of three-tenths of one (0.3) percent of the construction cost

((4)) for City capital improvement projects for which billing will commence on or before December 3 1,

L998, except as specified in subsections B and D ofthis section. Billing will occur at the time of

I
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contract award by. the Executive Services Department, who will forward thq` bills to the Department for

distribution to appropriate City departments. Payment will be made
throu~4

a fund transfer to the

Department Operating Fund.

B, Major City Capital Improvement Projects. Except as speci6d in subsection D of this

~jectioji,Design Commission fees shall be assessed at a rate of up to',three-tenths of one (0.3) percent of

the construction cost ((e4)) for major City capital improvement projects (greater than Ten Million

Dollars ($ 10,000,000) construction budget) for which billing w_,I'll commence on or before December 3 1,

1998. The fee shall be set through negotiations with the Budget Director and the Design Commission.

Billing shall occur in accordance with a schedule agreed by the Budget Director and the Design

C. 1. For Cily cqpital iMprovement projects, as defined in section 3.58.020, for which no

billing coiniiienced under subsections A or B oii or before December 31, 1998, and that do not fall

within an excgption in subsection D of this s-01'etion. the Budget Director, the Design Commission, and

each affected City department will att=f to agree on that doartment's projects, that are expected to be

assessed by the Design Commission.m the following year. If no agreement is reached by a date

established by the Budget Director, the Budget Director will establish the list of such pro-jects. The

Budget Director mgy establish'the assessable qppropriation of a Cily cgpital improvement below the

actual oprgpriation in order that the project not be assessed an unduly high fee relative to the cost of the

anticipated Design Commission review.

2. The BuLlget ector will assess a Uniform fee of gp to one percent (I%)of the total of
---

-Pt -

~ations for those projects assessable for Designall doartments' cgpital iMprovement ~Lroject gpprogn

Commission fees. Such fee shall be set so as to.be suffl-icient, when combined with other funding
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amount determined by the Budget Director, and that amount shall be t)aid by ftmd transfer to the

sources, to sMort the anticipated costs of the Design Commission for the following year, but in no case

shall the fee exceed one percent (I Uo.

3. The Director of Design, Construction and Land Use shall bill each dppartment in the

Department Operating Fund.

4. If a cgpital improvement project's Wropriation has been included in a fee assessed

commences on a project that, bLit for timeliness, would have been included but was not included in the

calculation of a fee under this siibscetion C, the Budget'Director shall adjust the doartment's total

under Ns section, but Desi2n Commission review of that project is delUed into a future year, that

Mprorngtion amount shall not be counted again in the calculation of the fee for gny future yeax. I

review of a project on which a ree fias been assessed -under this subsection Q is canceled, or if review

assessable Upro-priation downwards or gpwards, respectively, when establishing the subsequent year's

((G-.))Q. Special Exceptions#)) The Commission wIJII bill tfic foll-

hourly rate of One Hundred Dollars ($ 100) per hour per Cori

Seven Hundred Dollars ($700) per hour for fall Commissloii i

whole or injIgg, at the discretion of the Commission with the c

following circumstancesLA

1. Whenever Commission' fees, if charged, would be disproporll(

cause abandonment of the project for the following types of prc

grants and donations, neighborhood self-help projects undertakei

2. For low-income and special needs housing projects subject to Design Commission review.

organizations, and small capital improvements.
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Street Use Permit Reviews. Street use permit reviews, which are required before

issuance of a street use permit for improvements within the public right-of-way, will,&amp; billed at the

hourly rate of One Hundred Dollars ($ 100) per hour per Commissioner for subcommittee review, or

Seven Hundred Dollars ($700) per hour for full Commission review. Billing.*ill be sent ((dir-eetly te

~he appliea+4)) to Seaftle Transportation for inclusion into the plan review,,6osts charged to the qpplicant,

orbe billed directly by the Department. For those projects billed throti,,-Ji Seattle Tranoortation,

pUMent will be made by a fund transfer from the Seattle Transportation Operating Fund to the

Dgpartment Operating Fund from funds 12aid by the gpplicant.

((E-.))F. Early Master Use Permit Stage or Projects Outside City Contract Process. For design

review at an early Master Use P ermit stage or for prej ects outside The City of Seattle contract award

process, Design Commission fees will be billed by the Department at an hourly rate of One Hundred

Dollars ($ 100) per hour per Commissioner for subcommittee review, or Seven Hundred Dollars ($700)

per hour for full Commission review.

Section 2. Section 3.58.090 of the"§eattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

3.58.090 Fees and chargesfOr Design Commission review.

A. The Comm ssion is akhorized to charge the following fees to applicants for review of capital

improvement proj ects ot I i er than Cilydo artments' cgpital iWrovement proj ects:

1. Whenp-eview is by the entire Commission, Seven Hundred Dollars ($700.00) per hour;

2.
~Ifien

review is by a committee or subcommittee of the Commission, One Hundred

Dollars ($100.160) per Commission member participating in the review per hour.
7

~,B~ The Commission in its discretion, with the concurrence of the Budget Director, may waive its

fee j.,,~ider subsection A of this section, in whole or in part, in the following circumstances:

4



JN:slc

NA)vember 16,1998

DSGNFEE8.D0C

(Ver. I )

1. Whenever Commission fees, if charged, would be disproportionate to the sums available and could

cause abandonment for the following types of projects: (())artworks,(( ))projects funded by grants
, LI

and donations# ))neighborhood self-help project

organizations,(()) and for small capital impro-, eii-i
-'

2. For low-income and special needs housing projec

The Commission may require a deposit of its fee bet

C. TI-e Commission sh?,11 cLirgg fccs forjIts r I
ont

010jects as sct fortli in subsections A through D of se(

I

Section 3. This ordinance, and the changes, i,

construed and given effect in conjunction with any cl-i

Ordinance (Council Bill 112365), and sections xid cross-references sha",I be renumbered to

conform to changes made by that other ordinance.

Section 4. Any act consistent with the,guthority and prior to the effective date of the ordinance is

'i

hereby ratify and confirmed.

Section 5. This ordinance shlall take effect and be in force thirty (3 0) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if,,.,,Aot approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the C'Ity Council the day of 1998, and signed by me in open

session in authentieation of its passage this_ day of 1998.

President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of

5

~
1998.
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Seal)

Mayor
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Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an

authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce, a

daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general

circulation and it is now and has been for more than six months

prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle,

King County, Washington, and it is now and during all of said time

was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of

publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce

was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper

by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular

issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly

distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The

annexed notice, a

was published on

The amount of the fee charged fqr tkie fbregoing publication is

~16 98

No.

has been paid in full.---

sworn to before me on

A

Notary Public for the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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