AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Design Commission;
changing the method by which the Design Commission charges
City departments for Commission review of City capital
improvement projects for projects for which billing commences
after December 31, 1998; clarifying the basis for the
Commission’s fees for reviewing projects other than City capital
improvemenit projects; and amending sections 22.900D.170 and
3.58.090 of the Seattle Municipal Code.
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ORDINANCE _{ {42 ?‘f

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Design Commission; changing the method by which
the Design Commission charges City departments for Commission review of City capital
improvement projects for projects for which billing commences after December 31, 1998;
clarifying the basis for the Commission’s fees for reviewing projects other than City
capital improvement projects; and amending sections 22.900D.170 and 3.58.090 of the
Seattle Municipal Code.

Whereas, the Seattle Design Commission was established to provide design guidance to City
departments so that capital improvement projects are constructed according to the best possible
design principles; and

Whereas, the City is about to embark on significant capital improvement projects such as the libraries to
be built under the recently passed Library Capital Facilities ballot measure; and,

Whereas the upcoming completion of 37 neighborhood plans and the increasing funding available
through the Neighborhood Matching Fund will result in significant new investments in large and

small capital improvement projects in Seattle’s neighborhoods; and

Whereas the existing funding mechanism for the Design Commission has proved to be administratively
cumbersome and often inadequate to cover the costs of the Commission; and

Whereas the Mayor desires to provide the Commission with a predictable and adequate funding
mechanism so that it may fulfill its role in public development activities;

Whereas the provisions for the Commission’s fees charged for other than City capital improvement
projects have been somewhat unclear; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 22.900D.170 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

22.900D.170. Design Commission fees.

A. City Capital Improvement Projects, as Defined in SMC Section 3.58.020. Design
Commission fees shall be assessed at a rate of three-tenths of one (0.3) percent of the construction cost

((e¥)) for City capital improvement projects_for which billing will commence on or before December 31,
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1998, except as specified in subsections B and D of this section. Billing will occur at the time of
contract award by the Executive Services Department, who will forward the bills to the Department for
distribution to appropriate City departments. Payment will be made through a fund transfer to the

Department Operéting Fund.

B. Major City Capital Improvement Projects. Except as specified in subsection D of this

section, Design Commission fees shall be assessed at a rate of up to three-tenths of one (0.3) percent of
the construction cost ((ef)) for major City capital improvement projects (greater than Ten Million
Dollars ($10,000,000) construction budget) for which billing Wﬂl commence on or before December 31,
1998. The fee shall be set through negotiations with the Budget Director and the Design Commission.

Billing shall occur in accordance with a schedule agreed upon by the Budget Director and the Design

Commission.

C._1. For City capital improvement proiects, as defined in section 3.58.020, for which no

billing commenced under subsections A or B on or before December 31, 1998, and that do not fall

within an exception\in subsection D of this section, the Budget Director, the Design Commission, and

each affected City department will attempt to agree on that department’s projects, that are expected to be

assessed by the Design Commission in the following vear. If no agreement is reached by a date

established by the Budget Director, the Budget Director will establish the list of such projects. The

Budget Director may establish the assessable appropriation of a City capital improvement below the

actual appropriation in order that the project not be assessed an unduly high fee relative to the cost of the

| anticipated Design Commission review.

2. The Budget Director will assess a uniform fee of up to one percent (1%) of the total of

all departments’ capital improvement project appropriations for those projects assessable for Design
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Commission fees, Such fee shall be set so as to be sufficient, when combined with other funding

| soﬁrces, to support the anticipated costs of the Design Commission for the following year, but in no case

shall the fee exceed one percent (1%).

3. The Director of Design. Construction and Land Use shall bill each department in the

amount determined by the Budget Director, and that amount shall be paid by fund transfer to the

Department Operating Fund.

4. If a capital improvement project’s appropriation has been included in a fee assessed

under this section. but Design Commission review of that project is delaved into a future vear, that

appropriation amount shall not be counted again in the calculation of the fee for any future vear. If

review of a project on which a fee has been assessed under this subsection C is canceled. or if review

commences on a project that, but for timeliness, would have been included but was not included in the

calculation of a fee under this subsection C, the Budget Director shall adjust the department’s total

assessable appropriation downwards or upwards. respectively. when establishing the subsequent vear’s

fee.

Commission will bill the following projects at the hourly rate of One Hundred Dollars ($100) per hour

per Commissioner for subcommittee review. or Seven Hundred Dollars (§700) per hour for full
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Commission review, except that fees may be waived. in whole or in part. at the discretion of the

Commission with the concurrence of the Budget Director in the following circumstances:

1. Whenever Commission fees. if charged, would be disproportionate to the sums available and could

cause abandonment of the project for the following tvpes of projects: artworks. projects funded by

orants and donations. neighborhood self-help projects undertaken by volunteers and nonprofit

organizations, and small capital improvements.

2. _For low-income and special needs housing projects subject to Design Commission review.
((E))_E_. Street Use Permit Reviews. Street use permit reviews, which are required before
issuance of a street use permit for improvements within the public right-of-way, will be billed at the
hourly rate of One Hundred Dollars ($100) per hour per Commissioner for subcommittee review, or
Seven Hundred Dollars ($700) per hour for full Commission review. Billing will be sent ((dizecth-te

the-applieanty) to Seattle Transportation for inclusion into the plan review costs charged to the applicant,

or be billed directly by the Department. For those projects billed through Seattle Transportation,

payment will be made by a fund transfer from the Seattle Transportation Operating Fund to the

Department Operating Fund from funds paid by the applicant.

((B-))E. Early Master Use Permit Stage or Projects Outside City Contract Process. For design

review at an early Master Use Permit stage or for projects outside The City of Seattle contract award

process, Design Commission fees will be billed by the Department at an hourly rate of One Hundred

Dollars ($100) per hour per Commissioner for subcommittee review, or Seven Hundred Dollars ($700)

per hour for full Commission review,

Section 2. Section 3.58.090 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

3.58.090 Fees and charges for Design Commission review.




10

11

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

IN:md S
November 19, 1998 A S
DSGNFEES.DOC 8 :
(Ver.2)

A. The Commission is authorized to charge the following fees to applicants for review of capital
improvement projects other than City departments’ capital improvement projects:
1. When review is by the entire Commission, Seven Hundred Dollars ($706.00) per hour;
2. When review is by a committee or subcommittee of the Commission, One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) per Commission member participating in the review per hour.

B. The Commission in its discretion, with the concurrence of the Budget Director, may waive its

fee under subsection A of this section, in whole or in part. in the following circumstances:

1. Whenever Commission fees, if cha.rged; would be disproportionate to the sums available and could

cause abandonment for the following types of projects: {(orany-portion-thereof forreview

ef))artworks,((:fer ))projects funded by grants and donations.((:fer ))neighborhood self-help projects

undertaken by volunteers and nonprofit organizations,((3)) and for small capital improvements.

2. Forlow-income and special needs housing projects subject to Design Commission review.

The Commission may require a deposit of its fee before reviewing a project or giving its advice.

C. The Commission shall charge fees for its review of City departments’ capital improvement

projects as set forth in subsections A through D of section 22.900D.170.

Section 3. The provisions of this ordinance that amend Section 22.900.D 170, to the exient they

are in conflict with provisions affecting this same section in the ordinance embodied in CB 112363,

shall be considered the later in time and shall take precedence over the earlier provisions.
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Section 4. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of the ordinance is

hereby ratify and confirmed.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after
presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the 35’3' day of _{November., 1998, and signed by me in open
session in authentication of its passage this _ﬁﬁgday of  (\ovembernr 1998,

- reldent m of the City Coxéncﬂ

Approved by me this M d?i @WMiDQ){“ , 1998.
\\ ::;: z‘:‘“_j :_ b B & ’

Filed by me this Qﬁé day of

(Seal)
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A. The Commission is authorized to charge the following fees to applicants for review of capital

improvement projects other than City departments’ capital improvement projects:

1. When review is by the entire Commission, Seven Hundred Dollars ($700.00) per hour;
2. eriéq“review is by a committee or subcommittee of the Commission, One Hundred

Dollars ($100.00) per Co;mnission member participating in the review per hour.

B. The Commission 1n1ts discretion, with the concurrence of the Budget Director, may waive its

fee under subsection A of this seé‘tipn, in whole or in part, in the following circumstances:

1. Whenever Commission fees. if char,qéd_, would be disproportionate to the sums available and could

cause abandonment for the following tvpés: of projects: ((erany-pertion-thereotforreview

of))artworks,((sfer ))projects funded by gran%é:(ﬁand donations.{(xfer ))neighborhood self-help projects

undertaken by volunteers and nonprofit organizéﬁons,((g)) and for small capital improvements.

eaase—abaﬁéeﬂmeﬂt—eﬁ&e-prejee&))
2. For low-income and special needs housing projects subject to Design Commission review.
The Commission may require a deposit of its fee before reviewing&"a:_proj ect or giving its advice.

C._The Commission shall charge fees for its review of City departments’ capital improvement

projects as set forth in subsections A through D of section 22.900D.170.

Section 3. The provisions of this ordinance that amend Section 22.9060,,D 170, to the extent they

are in conflict with provisions affecting this same section in the ordinance embodi‘e__d in CB 112365,

shali be considered the later in time and shall take precedence over the earlier provisions.
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Design Commission; changing the method by'which
the Design Commission charges City departments for Commission review of ﬁfity capital
improvement projects for projects for which billing commences after December 31, 1998;
clarifying the basis for the Commission’s fees for reviewing projects other than City
capital improvement projects; and amending sections 22.900D.170 and 3 58.090 of the
Seattle Municipal Code. /

!f
Whereas, the Seattle Design Commission was established to provide design g’uidance to City
departments so that capltal improvement projects are constructed acpordmg to the best possible

design principles; and 7

i

Whereas, the City is about to embark on significant capital improvemer;f projects such as the libraries to

be built under the recently passed Library Capital Facilities ba}»fbt measure; and,

Whereas the upcoming completion of 37 neighborhood plans and the increasing funding available
through the Neighborhood Matching Fund will result in sxgmﬁcant new investments in large and
small capital improvement projects in Seattle’s nelghborhoods and

Whereas the existing funding mechanism for the Design COIHIIIISSlOl’l has proved to be administratively
cumbersome and often inadequate to cover the COStS’Of the Commission; and

Whereas the Mayor desires to provide the Commission Wxth a predictable and adequate funding
mechanism so that it may fulfill its role in publlc development activities;

. Whereas the provisions for the Commission’s fees £harged for other than City capital improvement

pro;ects have been somewhat unclear; NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEAH“TLE AS FOLLOWS

Section 1. Section 22.9001).17'_{,}"‘?;1‘ the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

22.900D.170. Designny'i)fmmission fees.

Ea
-
.

A. City Capital/lﬁd‘fi)rovement Projects, as Defined in SMC Section 3.58.020. Design
Commission fees shall be assessed at a rate of three-tenths of one (0.3) percent of the construction cost

((e)) for City capital improvement projects_for which billing will commence on or before December 31,

1998, except as specified in subsectiong B and D of this section. Billing will occur at the time of
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contract award by the Executive Services Department, who will forward the/bills to the Department for

distribution to appropriate City departments. Payment will be made througgh a fund transfer to the
’»7

ki

Department Operating Fund. . /

B. Major City Capital Improvement Projects. Except as sveciﬁed in subsection D of this
section, Design Commission fees shall be assessed at a rate of up to}ﬂnee—tenths of one (0.3) percent of

the construction cost ((ef)) for major City capital improvement pgéj ects (greater than Ten Million

Dollars ($10,000,000) construction budget) for which billing V\(QH commence on or before December 31,
1998. The fee shall be set thrdugh negotiations with the Bqéet Director and the Design Commission.
Billing shall occur in accordance with a schedule agreedgfiaon by the Budget Director and the Design

Commiission.

C. 1. For City capital improvement proj egxfi;, as defined in section 3.58.020, for which no

billing commenced uﬁder subsections A or B or}r'%r before December 31, 1998, and that do not fall

within an exception in subsection D of this s‘ga‘{éztiorl= the Budget Director, the Design Commission, and

each affected City department will attemp’fﬁ to agree on that department’s projects, that are expected to be

#

- assessed by the Design Commission vliri;the following year. If no agreement is reached by a date

established by the Budget Directqr{ the Budget Director will establish the list of such projects. The

Budget Director may establis:h";the assessable appropriation of a City capital improvement below the

actual appropriation in Qrdér that the project not be assessed an unduly high fee relative to the cost of the

anticipated Design Commission review.

2. The Budget Director will assess a uniform fee of up to one percent (1%) of the total of

all departments’ capital improvement project appropriations for those projects assessable for Design

Commission fees. Such fee shall be set so as to be sufficient, when combined with other funding
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sources, to support the anticipated costs of the Design Commission for the following vear, but in no case
shali the fee exceed one percent (1%).

3. The Director of Design, Construction and Land Use shall bill each department in the

amount determined by the Budget Director, and that amount shall be paid by fund transfer to the

Department Operating Fund.

4. If a capital improvement project’s appropriation has been included in a fee assessed

under this section, but Design Commission review of that project is delayed into a future year, that
appropriation amount shall not be counted again in the calculation of the fee for any future year. If
review of a project on which a fee has been assessed under this subsection C is canceled. or if review

commences on a project that, but for timeliness, would ha\_ze been included but was not included in the

calculation of a fee under this subsection C, the Budget,Director shall adjust the department’s total

assessable appropriation downwards or upwards, respectively, when establishing the subsequent vear’s

fee.
(&) D. Special Exceptions.(()) The Commission will bill the fol
hourly rate of One Hundred Dollars ($100) per hour per Con

Seven Hundred Dollars ($700) per hopfvfor full Commission

whole or in part, at the discretion pf "the Commission with the ¢

following circumstances: {{ ))
1. Whenever Commissiqﬁ;fees, if charged, would be disproporti
cause abandon@eﬁ{ {of the project for the following types of prc.
grénts anci.vdégations, neighborhood self-help projects undertake

organizations, and small capital improvements.

2. For low-income and special needs housing projects subject to Design Commission review.
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((B-)).E. Street Use Permit Reviews. Street use permit reviews, which are required before

| issuance of a street use permit for improvements within the public right-of-way, will,.b’e billed at the

{(

hourly rate of One Hundred Dollars ($100) per hour per Commissioner for subcqxf;mittee review, or

Seven Hundred Dollars ($700) per hour for full Commission review. Billing‘ﬁ\’jﬂl be sent ((direetly-te

the-apphieant)) to Seattle Transportation for inclusion into the plan review,_,ébsts charged to the applicant,

or be billed directly by the Department. For those projects billed throx}_éil Seattle Transportation,

payment will be made by a fund transfer from the Seattle Transpor_tdﬁon Operating Fund to the

Department Operating Fund from funds paid by the applicant.
((E-))E. Barly Master Use Permit Stage or Projects Q’i{tside City Contract Process. For design

review at an early Master Use Permit stage or for proj ec“g;s"’youtside The City of Seattle contract award

Fd

process, Design Commiission fees will be billed by tI}é‘z‘Department at an hourly rate of One Hundred

Dollars ($100) per hour per Commissioner for sgbzg;mmittee review, or Seven Hundred Dollars (§700)
per hour for full Commission review. |

Section 2. Section 3.58.090 of t}}_,e‘;geatﬂe Municipal Code is amended as follows:

3.58.090 Fees and charges‘yf(f;JDesign Commission review.

Vi

A. The Commission is éﬁfhorized to charge the following fees to applicants for review of capital

improvement projects other than City departments’ capital improvement projects:

1. Whegff‘éview is by the entire Commission, Seven Hundred Dollars ($700.00) per hour;

&

e
2. }y‘ﬁen review is by a committee or subcommittee of the Commission, One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) per Commission member participating in the review per hour.

__B. The Commission in its discretion, with the concurrence of the Budget Director, may waive its

fee under subsection A of this section, in whole or in part. in the following circumstances:
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1. Whenever Commission fees, if charged, would be disproportionate to the sums available and could
cause abandonment for the following types of projects: (())artworks,(( ))projects funded by grants

and donations.(( ))neighborhood self-help projec

organizations,{()) and for small capital improve
2. For low-income and special needs housing proje
The Commission may require a deposit of its fee be

C. The Commission shall charge fees for its

projects as set forth in subsections A through D of s

* Section 3. This ordinance, and the changes 1

construed and given effect in conjunction with any ch

Ordinance A {Council Bill 112365), and sectioils*'and cross-references éhé.ﬁ be renumgeréa to

conform to changes made by that other ordinance.
Section 4. Any act consistent with theﬁaﬁthOTitY and prior to the effective date of the ordinance is

hereby ratify and confirmed. V4

u‘p/'

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

‘approval by the Mayor, but 1fﬂot approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take ef_’g",e"’c';t as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by thef@(iicy Council the day of , 1998, and signed by me in open
session in aﬁthengiéétion of its passage this day of , 1998.
-f’“ﬁly/‘f
i President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of , 1998.
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Filed by me this day of

(Seal)

, 1998.

-+ Mayor

/

/

4

City Clerk
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Affidavit of Publication

i The undersigned, on ocath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce, a
daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general
circulation and it is now and has been for more than six months
prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle,
King County, Washington, and it is now and during all of said time
was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of
publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce
was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper
by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular
issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly
distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The
annexed notice, a

SR L rATRTy %3 T
e b S REILES L A THML T RS

was published on
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Subsf‘vﬁ?ed and sworn to before me on
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B e o 3’:’:’5:"“’3) /7’3 #’-f jfiy/ {/? /;
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WA A A
£
Notary Pubiic for the State of Washington, éi/

residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication






