ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Municipal Court,
establishing that the Seattle Municipal Court has concurrent
jurisdiction with district and superior courts to try
viclations of all City ordinances and to enforce or recover
license penalties or forfeitures; amending SMC 3.33.020.
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AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Municipal Court,
establishing that the Seattle Municipal Court has concurrent
jurisdiction with district and superior courts to try
violations of all City ordinances and to enforce or recover
license penalties or forfeitures; amending SMC 3.33.020.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 3.33.020 of the Seattle Municipal
Code is hereby amended as follows:

SMC 3.33.020 Jurisdiction --- Authority.

The Municipal Court has exelusive erigimat jurisdiction
to try violations of all City ordinances and all other
actions brought to enforce or recover license penalties
or forfeitures declared or given by any such
ordinances. It is empowered to forfeit cash bail or
bail bonds and issue execution thereocon, to hear and
determine all causes, civil or criminal, arising under
such ordinances, and to pronounce judgment in
accordance therewith; provided, that for a violation of
the criminal provisions of an ordinance no greater
punishment shall be imposed than is authorized by state
law. All civil and criminal proceedings in Municipal
Court, and judgments rentdered therein, shall be
subject to review in the Superior Court by writ of
‘review or on appeal. Costs in civil and criminal cases
may be taxed as provided by law.

Section 2. Any act pursuant to the authority and prior to

the effective date of this ordinance, including without
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March 31, 187
municourt ju
{Ver. )

limitation the filing and litigation in superior or district
court of any case alleging viclation of a city ordinance,is
hereby ratified and confirmed.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in
force thirty (30) days from and after its approval by the
Mavyor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within
ten (10) days after presentation, it shall take effect as
provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the fé day of

1997, and signed by me in open session in authenticatién of

its passage this *55

Pr dent ) 6Hf.the City Council

Approved by me this Zgg

VU , 1997.
VAR Hayor

Filed by me this /3 day Ofr WAL 7 , 1997,
V) City Clerk

{Seal)




City of Seattle

Morman B. Rice, Mayor

Executive Services Department
Dwight D. Dively, Director

March 17, 1997

The Honorable Jan Drago
President, Seattle City Council
600-4th Avenue, 11th Floor
Seattle, Washington 98104

Via: Mayor’s Office
Attention: Tom Tierney, Director, Office of Management and Planning
Subject: Amending SMC 3.33.020 to allow large cases to be brought directly to Superior

or District Courts.

Dear Councilmember Drago,

The attached ordinance amends Seattle Municipal Code 3.33.020 to allow the City Attorney the
option to bring cases directly to superior or district court, and by-pass the municipal court.
Seattle’s municipal court is primarily set up to deal with criminal cases, and many of the
Finance Division’s court actions are civil actions. Also, the Seattle municipal court will not
accept any complaint seeking more than $25,000 in damages. In some collection cases for the
Finance Division the $25,000 maximum amount is exceeded, thereby forcing the Law
Department to split the case into two cases or reducing the amount owed to less than the
$25,000 maximum. Neither approach is satisfactory. Moreover, even cases involving less than
the maximum amount have been very difficult to handle because of a lack of an organized,
predictable civil procedure.

The ordinance amendment would also bring the SMC into conformance with state law, which
removed the “exclusive original” wording from the state’s municipal court statutes thirteen
years ago.

The Law Department suggested this amendment. The Executive Services Department has
discussed the proposal with the Municipal Court administrator and presiding judge and they
have no objection.

600 Fourth Avenue, Room 103, Seattle, WA 98104-1891, hitp://www.ci.seattle.wa.us
Tel: [206) 684-0484, TDD: (206} 233-7810, FAX: {206) 6840188

An equalemployment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodafions for people with disabilities provided on request.
#5
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Thank you for your consideration of this proposed change. Questions regarding this ordinance
can be directed to Mel McDonald (Revenue and Consumer Affairs) at 233-0071 or Miriam
Reed (Law Department) at 684-8610.

Director, Executive Service Dept.
Attachment

cc: Mel McDonald, Director RCA
Miriam Reed, Assistant City Attorney



ROUTING SLIP FOR REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Originating Department: Executive Services

Council Sponsor:

Date: March 19, 1997

Subject: AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Municipal Court, clarifying that the
Seattle Municipal Court has concurrent jurisdiction with district and
superior courts to try violations of all City ordinances and to enforce
or recover license penalties or forfeitures; amending SMC 3.33.020.

Date Date
Received Forwarded
4 ! 3
OMP: SIS !\0‘\”\ by i\&b{m
Law: 323&/1“‘} a{:?s/%7

Legislation should be rerouted in the order listed.




City of Seattle X
Executive Department—Office of Management and Planning Qlﬁ '

Thomas M. Tierney, Director

D e Gl

The Honorable Mark Sidran

1o
o

o
City Attorney B/g/ W e e
City of Seattle W ijﬂ] - :;:5 ij
Dear Mr. Sidran: _ M =5
The Mayor is proposing to the City Council that the enclosed legislation be adopted. = = iF
» | =N
REQUESTING = o
DEPARTMENT: Executive Services Department Zﬁj wi
SUBIECT: AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Municipal Court, clarifying

that the Seattle Municipal Court has concurrent jurisdiction with
district and superior courts to try violations of all City ordinances and

to enforce or recover license penalties of forfeitures; amending SMC
3.33.020.

Pursuant to the City Council's S.0.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is. forwarding this
request for legislation to your office for review and drafting. '

After reviewing this request and any necessary redrafting of the enclosed legislation, return the
legislation to OMP. Any specific questions regarding the legislation can be directed to Sherry
Johnson at 684-8084.

Sincerely,
Norman B. R}
Mayor

by

- TOM TIERNE\%U\/

Director
hi\adminMegisMawltrs\john52

Enclosure

Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request. An equal empioyment opportunity - affirmative action employer.
Office of Management and Planning 300 Municipal Building, Seattie, Washington 98104-1826
(208} 684-8080 e (TDD) 684-8118 ® FAX (206) 233-0085

"Printad on Recycied Papes”



TIME AND DATE STAMP

SPONSORSHIP

THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT 1S SPONSORED FOR FILING WITH THE CITY COUNCIL BY

THE MEMBERIS} OF THE CITY COMCIL ¥

FOR CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT USE ONLY

COMMITTEE(S) REFERRED TO:

PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE



STATE OF WASHINGTQN KING COUNTY

SH85S
City of Sesttle,City Clerk

Affidavit of Publication

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce, a
daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general
circulation and it is now and has been for more than six months
prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle,
King County, Washingion, and it is now and during all of said time
was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of
publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce
was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper
by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular
issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly
distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The
annexed notice, a

CTIORD 118580

was published on

BS/2LLDT

f (,a/r\2

he foregoing publication is

! (‘)ng/ M@/ ee paid in full.

Subscyibed and swprn to bgfore me on
@5/ 21797 ﬁ g
E _ : N E AT

The amount of the fee char%f;d

the sum of § , WHic

}

Notary Public for the Staie of Washington, /
residing in Seattle

No. ORDINAKCE IN






