




1

2

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

ORDINANCE 119176

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Drainage and Wastewater Utility; amending all sections of

Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 21.28 and adding sections 21.28.005, 21.28.090,

21.28.100 and 21.28.400 to simplify, clarify and update the chapter and make it

easier to understand, and to clarify the responsibilities of wastewater customers who
use submeters, to measure water that does not enter the sewer system.

WHEREAS, Ordinance 84390, adopted October, 1955, established the Director of

Engineering's authority to charge for wastewater services has been amended and revised

thirty-nine (39) times since it was first adopted and contains references to customers and

services that no longer exist; and

WHEREAS, these amendments to Chapter 21.28 were done over a long time in a manner

that made the chapter confusing and difficult to follow; and

WHEREAS, to lower their wastewater bills, more customers are installing submeters to

measure water that does not enter the sewer system, and the City wishes to clarify the

roles and responsibilities of those customers; Now, Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 21.28 of the Seattle Municipal Code is recaptioned to read as

follows:

SMC Chapter 21.28 ((SEWER)) WASIEWATE RATES AND CHARGES

and all references to subchapters are hereby eliminated.

Section 2. Chapter 21.28 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended to read as

follows:

((Seveffibilityilfanypar-t o -peAiea of Subehapter- 1 sha4l be held tmeenstitiitioaa4 or-
.7 r- I r

thereof-.))

notbe aff-eete4-.))

- I -
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21.28.010 Sewerage system a public utility.

It is necessary for the public health, safety and welfare that the existing sewerage system of

the City, in coniunction with the storm and surface water sewers, together with such

extensions, additions and ((betten:neats)) improvements thereto as may from time to time be

authorized, Lo_ntinueto be maintained, conducted and operated as a public utility of the City

called the Drainage and ~Maste3ygter Utility ((begifffliag Oetebet: 1, 19-5-5)). The Drainage

and Wa~lgmLater Utility shall
ha)&amp; jurisdiction over thosg 12roperties-InteLests, and ah-~sical

aAn intangibIg rights of every kind an nature aw__ned or held by the Cily ~yithin itsA
boundaries which -comprise or relate to storm and s_urface water sewers, including all

facilities constructed and to be constructed with monevs-ftom the L)rainage and Wastewater

Fund, formerl,y the Sewer I=rovement Fund, but exce-Dting such properties, interQsts and

rights under the -jurisdiction of the Parks and Recre-alion Del=ment. the Seattle Center

Department, the Wa r DeVaAaent. Lhe Cily Light Dejoartment and the Departnignt of

Administralive Services. Nothing contained in this ch=ter is intended to be nor shall be

construed to create or form Lhe basis for My liabilily on the i)art of the City, or its o-fficers,

em121L)yQes or agents., for any iLij_uj:y or damage resulting from or by reason of my act or

omission in connection 36Lith the iWlementation or enforcemgInt of this chanter on the part of

the C4 hy its officers, e=lc)yees or agents.

21.28.020 Administration of utility.

The Director of Engineering, through the Department of Engineering, shall operate and

administer ((s-ueh publie u4ihty)) the Drainage g-nd MLqat_ewater Utility and enforce this

((subehapter-5)) chaptgr and there shall be kept a classified system of accounts of revenues

and disbursements as prescribed by the State Auditor, Division of Municipal Corporations,

in conjunction with the City Finance Director, as required by law.

21.28.030 Rates and charges-Purpose.

The public health, safety, and welfare require that the City fix and collect ((seweFage))

wastewater rates and charges measured by water consumption and impose the same upon

premises in the City for the carrying and discharge of all ((sewage)) wastewater and drainage
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into the municipal sewerage system of the City as presently maintained and operated,

together with additions and ((bettefmepAs)) Ls thereto and extensions thereof,

and for the payment of charges of of Melfopelitan Seatde)) King County

DQ=ment ofNatural Resogrggs (herein called ((414etrea)) "King County" and formerly

L4unicipalijy of L4glLopolitan Seattlg ("Metro")) and of Southwest Suburban Sewer District

(herein called "Southwest Suburban") for ((sewage)) mLaatg-wate interception, treatment, and

disposal, which sewerage utility rates and charges are fixed in the Seattle Municipal Code;

provided that the local improvement district method of providing for the construction of

sewers and trunk sewers to serve abutting property shall be continued in the manner

provided by law.

21.28.040 ((SeN

12 yolume charge.

-;)) Wastewatgr

13 A. There is hereby imposed ((as ef Januai:y 1, 1992)) upon all premises served by the

14
((SeweFage)) Drainage and. WasltewAt-g~r Utility and on which water is consumed a ((C-4y

15

16

17
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(100) eubie feet or- aff peftion thefe&amp;P, of meter-ed flow to 1--eatmepA eests, and all

Volume Rate imposed by this subehapter-)) volum?, charge- for wagte~mater services. The

volume chgrgg s_hall be the amount obtained 3Khen the 3yastewater volume rate i5 multiplied

by thg voLume of water consumed Qn jh_e memises. whatever the source of such water.

Wastewiter shall be me-terega w_ater gonsMMption. However, eygry premise shall pay at the

minimum a wastewater volume volume charge equal to oD-e (1) CCF (hundred cubic feet)

12er month to cgver billing and goneral administratiye_ gosts. The following premises shall be

exemDt from the charge i=o5ed by this section:

1. Premises which are not connected and not required under SMC 21.16.040

(Section 3 of Ordinance 97016) to be connected to the public sewer system;

-3-
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2. Premises, the owner, agent, lessee, or occupant of which has not been notified in

accordance with SMC 21.16.040 (Section 4 of Ordinance 97016) to connect to the public

sewer system.

B. There is hereby i=osed upon all premises served by the Drainage and ~~Laste

Utiljjy and on which water is consurnW. a Cilywastewater,volume Late per CCF of metered

flow 12er month. !he minimummonthly wa5Le_water YQIume charge shall be equal to the

~yastewater volume rate for L)ne -CCF regadless of acWa_l metered flow. Effectlye Janu -y

1926, the 1995 mLa5Lewater volume Late shall be increased only in the amount necessary to

pass-through the cost to the Drainage_ and Waste3yater Utilily of the increase, if my, in the-

King Comni[y mLa-stgej~La-ter treatmot rate for 1926; provided that such King County increase

-shall not incrg~asg the Drainage an astewater Utilijy's waste-water volume rate to more

than Four Dollars and Twenly-three Cgn-ts ($4.23),12er CCF, and the actual rate has been

determined by the Drainage and Wastewater Utility to be Four Dollars and Five Cents

($4.05) per CCF.

((The Volume Rate shall be based on the water- eeasw:oed en the pr-emiws, whatever th-e

the Difeeter- of ERgineer-ing. 44ier-e two (2) or- more single family r-esidenees, ineliadiag

single family r-esidenees are sefved 4h-eugh the same meter- as premises other- than a single

fiHnily r-esidenee, the ehafge for- eaek sueh r-esidenee shall be based on the wetef eefistHReA

for- eaeh saeh t:esideaee seFved thfaugh the same fneten Matel units, ineluding any business-

meter- served separete pf-emises; pf evided, that in the evetA a sewage meter- is installed o
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109504), Elir-eet disehar-ge of sew-age or- inE~astr-ial waste-

other tima the Ci-ty sewef system shall not be eause far- adjustfflefA or- fe"etion of the

sewage ehafge or- rate. Evaper-atieft less allewanees of ele-~,ea per-eent (I I 0,,o) for- 4adwAfial

ships shall fiat be sW~eet to afiy wastewater- ehffge of rate.

Dir-eeter- of Engineer-ing shall adjust the Volume Rate to the pr-efaises fef water- so lost affd

sha4l fiat iise the period dur4ag w4iek siwh leakage ee
. i4ing the ~A4ater- o

06044r- - - -.1" feuf (4) mafAhs pr-ief to the date of apphea4ion ther-efen

21.28.080 ((Charges based on avera-ge

residential wastewater volume charge.

-)) Calcu-1atiLm LA

A. It is the intent of this ((subseetien)) sec1ion ((not-ta ehafge single fitmily and Eluplem-

residenees for- th ) to calculale re~identfigl wastewater charges based on water !hat should

enter the sewerage sXstem, and aot o water used exclusively for irrigation or sprinkling.

-5-
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Wastewater ((bi4s)) charges for single-family and duplex residences shall be calculated in

the following manner: For the six (6) months from November I st through April 30th, the

wastewater ((W4)) charge shall be based on metered water consumption. For the six (6)

months from May 1 st through October 3 1 st, the wastewater ((WI4)) charge shall be based on

average winter water consumption or metered water consumption, whichever is less.

Average winter water consumption shall be calculated using the first four (4) month billing

period that falls between November 1 st and April 3 Oth. ((Siagle family rzesid-ene-e-s- and-

ged an assumed volume of six hundred (600) eubie fe~ pe

meffth or- iffeter-ed water- eansump6eff, whiehever is less. Single f&amp;mily
r-esideffees affd

dupleK uffits not served by a publiely owned water- si+pply system wWeh hwe
I

v a~A%er-s or- eerupat4s ha~ve es4ablished water- coafflMm.-Ho-fl. r-eeoFds at -a

.

.

ingle family eF duplex fesidenee in the City wasteymter- sef4e~.)) The followin&amp;

is an g-,xa=le of residential billi=.

Billing Water Use cc Wastewater Use

1!eriQd

-

"CC

Noy-Dee 13 13

Jan-Feb 14 14

Mg-April 15 15-

May- 18 14

July-Aug 22 14

Sept-O 16 14

-6-
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G. it is the iBtei# of 44s subseetion that p4lie and pr4vate sehools w-hieh have !owe

enfellmefA and staff dw4ffg EnEk

BOR

wastewater-. Wher-e it is impr-aetioal to insta4l a metet: deviee as deser-ibed i

subseetion A of Seet4afi 21.28.070 sueh sehools may apply to the Dir-eeter- of Pagilleefifig
by
'UT

May 4 st of eaeh yeaf for- an aE~ustmeat to the volume rete, provided giat the r-atepaye

provides proof of the amoupA of water- so used or- lost.

P. Wher-e wastewater- sefviee is pfavided to pr-efnises outside the City limits,

wastev.;-ateaw. hia P-Amnl4faa Ap tLp, q;4mA:hw;iq Aq nnaimi,4poq lAr-,Atpd i;Rqi(AiQ, tLto C-itv

the eieeption ef sewer- distfiets, of pe ide the City limits wl-fieh are now Of

may hefeaf4er- be eaver-ed by speeial agr-eefaeats))

B. T-he Dir-ec-tor of Engineering mU use an assumed volume of six CCF Per houschOld, or

l2rior water cons"m tion LecLp&amp; if hose Lecords are mL)re =res-euMlivy-e d gxp-eded u-sa

to calculate residential wasAewater ~har es under Lhe LollQwing CiLcumstance5.

L When the water meter has been d~termined to be malfimctioning,

2. Men customers have insufficient water consumptiLm ElsJQ13~ Lo calculate average winter

mLatgr cons=tion;

3. When water U~e in the period used jo calgulate averagg 3-vinter mLa-ter gonsu=tion is no

representative !2f expe~ted water use, su-ch as rental propea that is vacant between

tenants Qr in ILe gase of seasonal customers-, and

4. When customers are not served by a publicly Qwned water supply systr

-7-
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21.28.200 Wastes which would damage or overburden system.

A. In cases where the character of ((sewage)) wastewater or industrial wastes from any

manufacturing or industrial plant, building or premises is such that it will damage the

sewerage system, or cannot be treated satisfactorily, the Director of Engineering shall

require such users to dispose of such waste and prevent it from entering the system.

B. In cases where the character of the ((sewage)) industrial waste from any manufacturing or

industrial plant, building or premises is such that it imposes an unreasonable burden upon

((said)) the sewerage system greater than that imposed by the average ((sewage)) wastewater

entering the system, the Director of Engineering may by rule, require such manufacturing or

industrial plant, building or premises, to pretreat such ((sewage)) wastewate by means

satisfactory to the Director of Engineering before discharging such ((sewage)) wastewater

into the sewerage system of the City.

C. If such pretreatment is not accomplished, the Director of Engineering shall recommend

to the Council the levying of a surcharge which shall be in addition to the regular charge.

The Council thereupon, by ordinance, may fix the amount of the surcharge.

21.28.220 ((E4t

Industrial Aaattw_at_er (flS_IM~ chaLrg_eS.

((Eff-eefive Jafmar-y 1, 197-7-,4)) A.The Director ofEngineering is assigned the

responsibility for billing and collecting for and on behalf of ((Metr-e)) King County,

((Me#e!s)) King Couat3Ls High Strength Industrial Waste (HSIW) charges upon industrial

users within the City's jurisdiction who deposit high-strength industrial wastes in the

((Metfapelitaa)) King County sewerage system, said charges to be determined by ((Metfe))

King Counly pursuant to Metro Resolution 2557

Pkee4er- of Eagineer-ing aeeefding to Seetion 21.28.230 of the Seade Mtmieipal Code

)) provided, however, that

the Director of Engineering shall not bill such charges to users until the amounts thereof

have been certified to him or her by ((Mett-e)) King, -C-ouaty.

B. The Director of Engineering shall =vide King County eacliquarter with a listing -of Lhe

)yater pQnsU=tion by or metered flow to each HSIW induLtU served b3~ the Ci1y.

-8-
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charges to bg collected by Lhe Cijy for/ and on behalf of King Co

mgy includQ on thg sa_me sta-tement but as a separate item thg High StrenZh Industrial ~Laste

sum equal to the City and state taxes against such cbarges. if my, and a sum equal to the

user's proportional shgre of the administration. billing and collection costs as determined

the L)ire~tQr o_f Engineering, and in com_ection with sjjqh billing t-he D_irector of Engineering

C. In addition to the high-atren&amp; indusir-ig! waste chUggs as co=uted and ccrtified to

_Lnstance ahim Qr her by King Com1y, the Diredor of Engineering shall add thereto in eacLi

Seetien 10 of Metro Resolution 2577.))

((In addi4ion to the high strength iadestFial waste eharges as eemptAed and eertified to hifffl.

City and s4ate taxes against sueh ehafges, if any, and a sum eq+W to theuser's prepartional

ealleetedby the City fer- a*d en behalf of Metfe. )

21.28.250 ((Sewerage and-watff)) Wastswatgr charges-When payable.

The ((sewerage)) wastewater charge provided in this ((subehapter)) chapte shall be payable

at the office of the City Finance Director at the same time as the water bill for the premises

is payable; and payment for water shall not be accepted unless payment of the ((sewerage))

Mastewate charge is made at the same time.

21.28.260 Billing and Collection of water and ffsewerage)) wastewate charges.

The rates and charges set out in this subchapter shall be effective and shall be computed

28

1

and billed ((from time te 6rae ) monthly or bimonthly by the Director of Engineering

29 through an interdepartmental arrangement with the Superintendent of Water, as a separate

-9-



SF,D:pmh

4/18/96

VI

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

charge on the water bill, or LhLough a direct invoige. and shall become due and payable to the

City Finance Director as stated in such billing; and any ((sewer)) wastew-atgr rate or charge

which becomes delinquent shall immediately become a lien upon the premises and such lien

may be foreclosed by the City as provided by state law. Wastewater charges or any 12

Lhereof Ahich become delinquent -shall bear interest as authorizgd- by RCW 35.67.200, at the

rate ofeight percent (8%) per year, or such rate
&amp;s_ mU hereafter be authQrized by state I

computed on a monthly basis from LhQ date of delinjq-Lign_Qy until paid. As Luthorized, RCW

35.672.200 shall have- the effepl gad the Cily shall have a lien for all delinquent and =aid

mLast c&amp;water charges, including interest there"n against my parcel for whi h the waate

charges are delinquent. The lien shall have s=rior4 as established- by &amp;C3Y 35.67.200

and shall be fore-closed or otherwise enforced in Lhe- manner PrQvided in RCW 3 5.67.210

Llmo-ugh ROM 3 5.6-77.290. In t-he casp, of actions to collect delinquencies, the City shall seek

a_Iso t_o collgc-t rgimbu_rspm ahle luding but not limited toQnt of reason Qgs of collection inc

attorngy's fees. staff time, and filing fees. As an additional and concurrent method of the

collection of any such ((eew"W)) wast-ew-ater rate or charge, the Superintendent of Water

shall upon written request from the Director of Engineering cut off the water service or

supply from the premises to which such rate or charge for ((sewerage)) wast-ew-ate has

attached until such rates and charges are paid.

21.28.270 Contracting with other sewer districts.

Whenever and to the extent that the municipal sewerage system of the City is adequate

therefor, the City may contract withany sewer, district, or with any other municipal

corporation, for the discharge into the sewerage system of the City of the ((sewera-ge))

wastew-ale or drainage of any such sewer district or other municipal corporation upon such

terms and conditions and for such periods of time as may be provided by ordinance.

21.28.280 ((Sewer- Fund er-ented)) DrainaU and Wastewater Fund.

27 There ((is ore4ed in the City T+ea&amp;ary)) txists a special fund ((to-be)) of the Cijy known as

28 the (("Sewe "Drainage and Waste-waler Fund." Any and all revenues received for

29 the use of sewers and for ((sewefte)) waLtewater servicQ as set forth in this ((&amp;ubehapter))

30

-10-
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or in connection therewith, shall be credited to the ((Aiad)) Drainage andchoter

g"_Ae ---L and all expenses for the operation and maintenance of the existingW t w rFun

Wagomater !Ltilily and, the Spwe=e Utility, as the ut-H4 was named Drior tQ2 ado-12tion o

ut4i ) for in fintenamnce Qf the utility in sound financial condition, shall be charged to the

system of the Cityas atm&amp; constructed or added to, and (,to maiatain sush sewer-age

Ordinance 1164~5, and for the cost of operation and maintenance of the sewerage plant and

fund in the manner and to the extent provided by ordinance. Such expenses shall include the

cost of billing and collection by the Water Department and all other interdepartmental

,watgr fungtions, &amp; jhg Utilijy rendered by othercharges for services related to Mmte

3L--AQ utility, and payments to ((Metf ndepartments ((t&amp;4he sewer-age ) for the wa ewa -a)) "
Cou= and Southwest Suburban for ((sewage)) wastewater interception, treatment and

disposal.

21.28.290 Review of rates and charges.

The rates and charges for ((sewemge)) wastg~p-te fixed by this ((subehapteF)) chaptgr shall

be reviewed periodically with a view to possible adjustments consistent with the operation

and maintenance of the ((sewefage)) wastewater utility system in ((a)) sound financial

condition((-.)), including I-he utilijy's abiI4 to pU wastewater treatment expenses charged

by King Comty.

((A. The City adepts a plaft to eic4ead the eixMag Sewemge U444-y by the tfansfer-, her-

made aPA allther-ized, to the Sewer-age Utility,begiming januar-y 1, 1987, of these

pfopeffies, k4efests, and physiral and ifAaagible r4glAs of &amp;ve

heldby the City withia its batmdar-ies whieeh eeoompr-ise or- r-elate to steffn and suffaeo water-

28 Of the Par-ks aiid Reer-eation DepaFtffiefA, gie Seaftle GefAe-

29 Water- PepaAmefA, the City Light PepaFtment and the Depaftmef4 of Admiaistfat4ve

27

30

- 11 -
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and operation of seeh tfansfeffed pr-epefties, iffter-ests and r4gl4s is estimated at the pr-esefA,

B. All Fespensibilit4es, fi&amp;s and obligations ouffently pet:fefmed by or- a4fibutab"

i987.

G. Nothing iff this seetion sha4l modify of ameffd any of th tef-MS or- eanditiefts

of Or-dinanee

the ba4s fer- aff liability an the paFt of the City, er- its affiraer-s, empleyees or- agents, for- afly

((l. Editor's Note. Or-diftmee 96327- -- ka t-he effiee of the City Glefk-))

21.28.350 Refunds of ((sewenW)) wastewate charges.

The Director of Engineering ((in operating and a4miaister4ag the n+uaieipal Sew-efage

system as a Pubhe Uglity Undef )) is authorized to make refunds where

any ((ehafges)) a-mount paid for wastewater 5grvices ((tmder- said or-dina*ee afe)) -is found to

be erroneous, or where adjustments have been made by him or her as authorized by ((said

of-dinanee; )) this chWA!pr. The Superintendent of Water also is authg-rized to makQ refunds

and the City Finance Director is authorized to draw and to pay the necessary warrants on the

((Sewff)) Drainage and Wastewater Fund upon certification by the Director of Engineering

that the refund is authorized.

Editor's Note: Or-d. 84390 is eadified in
Qiibehapter- 1 ef this eh--Ptef.r

-12-
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Water- Meter- Moathly

Size Miaimw% Ghafgel

&amp; 3A ioeh $12-.W

1 ifleh 13.00

1 1 ~2 ifteh 16.00

2 iftek i 9. 0 G)

3 iffek NAG

A --U 42.00

6 inek 4-4.0-0-

* For- W to 900 eo. ft. of water- eonsuffiption. For- all eensumption in e*eess of 900 eu. ft.

The fate fer- single family and duple* r-esi4enees is based upon the aver-age water- use

((There is her-eby imposed "an a4l premises sen~ed by the Drainage and 44slewate

thifity and all whieh wakef is eeffiuffied, a G45, WaAewa4er- volume rute
Per- efle htffldfe-1.

equal to the warAewatef volume ehafge for one hundred (100) oubir. feet fegar-diess of aewal

metefed flow. Eff-eetive Jafmeazy 1, 1995, the wastewater- vokune rate shall be Tkee,4)oRafs

4--and Eight thfee Gents Effes&amp;ve Jaffuefy 1, 1996, the wasteyh4er- val

be iflemased 64y ift the nee-essafy to pass dwou&amp; the eest to the Dr-ainage affd

28 Wastewater- Utility of the inefease, if any, in the King GeufAy wastewAer- tfeatfne

29 1996; provided thm sueh King GoNf4y ifiefease shall not iner-ease the Pfainage an
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Section 3. Chapter 21.28 is amended by adding thereto four new sections numbered

21.28-005, 21.28.090, 21.28.100 and 21.28.400, respectively, to read as follows:

21.28.005 Definitions.

For purpose of this chapter, the words or phrases below shall have the following meanings:

A. "Average winter water consumption" means the average of measured water used during

a consecutive four month period, after October 3 1 st and before May 1 st, with the

consumption measured entirely within that period.

B. "CCP means one hundred (100) cubic feet, equivalent to seven-hundred and forty-

eight (748) gallons.

C. "Commercial" means customers with two (2) or more residential dwelling units, or

municipal, institutional, commercial, or industrial properties.

D. "Customer" means an owner or operator of a property receiving wastewater charges from

the Drainage and Wastewater Utility on a Combined Utility Billing Statement (CUBS) or by

direct invoice.

E. "Drainage and Wastewater Fund" means the special fimd to be used for the operation of

the Drainage and Wastewater Utility, which fund was renamed in Ordinance 1164 5 5 from

the "Sewer Fund," which had been established under Ordinance 84390.

F. "Duplex" means a two (2) unit residential dwelling with one (1) water meter.

G. "High strength industrial waste or HSIW" means a surcharge determined by King

County on high strength wastes generated by industries, primarily food, beverage and

laundry industries, and is computed on the basis of biochemical oxygen demand.

H. "IrTigation7 means water used exclusively for watering lawns and gardens.

1. "Metered water consumption" means water measured through public utility meters or

meters owned and installed by the customer and approved by the Director of Engineering.
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I "Seasonal customers" means residential customers who leave their Seattle homes vacant

during a significant portion of the four (4) month period used to calculate the average winter

water consumption.

K. "Sewage" means refuse liquids or waste matter carried off by sewers.

L. "Sewer" means an artificial conduit to carry off sewage and sometimes surface water

(as from rainfall).

M. "Sewerage" means the removal and disposal of sewage and surface water by sewers, or

a system of sewers.

N. "Single-family residence" means an individual dwelling unit with no commercial use

and one (1) water meter.

0 "Submeter" means a meter installed down the line from a main water meter, measuring

a portion of the total amount of water delivered through the main meter.

P. "Wastewater" means refuse liquids or waste matter carried offby sewers; a synonym for

sewage.

Q. "Wastewater volume charge" means the wastewater volume rate multiplied by the

volume of measured water consumed on the premises in accordance with this chapter.

R. "Wastewater volume rate" means the dollar charge per CCF of wastewater measured in

accordance with this chapter.

21.28.090 Calculation of commercial wastewater volume charge.

A. It is the intent of this section to charge commercial customers for water that should enter

the sewer system. Wastewater charges shall be based on the metered Water delivered to the

premises except as noted below:

1. Water metered exclusively for fire service, sprinkling, irrigation or delivery of water

to ships shall not be subject to any wastewater charge or rate.

'-2. Where the use of water is such that a portion of all water used is lost by evaporation,

irrigation, sprinkling or other cause, or is used in manufactured goods and

commodities, customers may install, at their own expense, submeters approved by

the Director of Engineering to enable measurement of the amount of water so used or

_15-



lost. These submeters must measure in CCF, must be calibrated on a regular basis,

and must be easily accessible for meter reading. If the submeter is unable to be read

or if the reading is unreliable, an estimate can be used, but the Drainage and

Wastewater Utility must get at least one (1) accurate meter reading per year. It will

be the responsibility of the Drainage and Wastewater Utility or its designee to inspect

and approve the installation of a new submeter.

Where it is impractical to install a meter as described above, customers may apply to the

Director of Engineering for an evaporation allowance or an irrigation allowance, provided

that customer provide proof of the amount of water so used or lost. Evaporation loss

allowances of eleven percent (11%) for industrial laundries and three percent (3%) for

laundromats are established. Irrigation allowances shall apply from June I st through

September 30th and will be calculated based on the residential methodology in Section

21.30.80.

B. Direct discharge of wastewater or industrial waste to salt or fresh water or to points other

than the City sewer system shall not be cause for adjustment or reduction of the wastewater

charge or rate.

21.28.100 Adjustments to wastewater volume charge.

A. Upon receipt of satisfactory evidence of hidden or underground water leakage, the

Director of Engineering shall adjust the wastewater volume charge to the premises for water

so lost and shall not use the period during which such leakage occurs in computing the

average winter water consumption when to do so would result in a higher wastewater charge

to such premises, provided that no such adjustment shall be made for leakage occurring

more than four (4) months prior to the date of application therefor.

B. Where wastewater service is provided to premises outside the City limits, the wastewater

26 charge shall be computed on the same basis as premises located inside the City, except that a

27 sum equal to thirty percent (30%) of the wastewater charge shall be added, with the

28 exception of sewer districts, or portions thereof, outside the City limits which are now or

29 may hereafter be covered by special agreements.
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C. Where wastewater service is provided to qualified low-income customers as defined in

Section 21.76 of the Seattle Municipal Code, wastewater charges shall be partially offset in

accordance with that chapter.

21.28.400 Severability.

The provisions of this chapter are declared to be separate and severable. The invalidity of

any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or portion of this chapter shall not affect the validity

of the remaining portions thereof. If its application to any person, industry or circumstance is

held invalid, the remainder of said sections or the application of the provision to other

persons, industries or circumstances shall not be affected.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days

after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

12

13 PASSED by the City Council of the City of Seattle this C7 ~~_ day of

14
1996, and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage
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this VI r--
day of 1996.

Approved by me this
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Seattle

Engineering Department

John D. Okamoto, Director

Norman B. Rice, Mayo,

MEMORANDUM

DATE:
'

April 18,1996

TO: Tom Tierney, Director

Office of Management and Planning

FROM: John Okamoto, Director

Seattle Engineering DepE

SUBJECT: Wastewater Rates and Charges Ordinance

We are pleased to submit to you the Wastewater Rates and Charges Ordinance, which

amends all sections of Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 21.28. The original ordinance,

number 84390, was adopted in 1955 and established the Director ofEngineering's

authority to charge for wastewater services. The ordinance has been amended and revised

thirty-nine (39) times since it was first adopted and contains references to customers and

services that no longer exist. This revised ordinance is therefore intended to clarify and

update the chapter and make it easier to understand.

The ordinance contains only one substantive addition to the previous ordinance. The new

language clarifies the responsibilities of wastewater customers who use submeters to

measure water that does not enter the system. The increased use of submeters by

customers has resulted in the need for language which places the responsibility for

submeter expense, accuracy, and ease of access on the customer.

Please contact Jan Oscherwitz at 4-8510 if you have any questions or comments.

JDO/TE:te

Attachment

cc: Chuck Kleeberg, Director, Drainage and Wastewater Utility

Jan Oscherwitz, Drainage and Wastewater Utility

Kris Castleman, Office of Management and Planning

"Printed on Recycled Paper"

An equal opportunity - affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.

Seattle Engineering Department, Room 400, Seattle Municipal Building, 600 Fourth Avenue, Seattle, Washington 98104-1879 (206) 684-5000 VTDD (206) 233-1088



Seattle

Engineering Department

John D. Okamoto, Director

Norman B. Rice, Mayor

MEMORANDUM

S",

DATE: April P,', 1996

TO: Tom Tierney, Director

Office of Management and Planning

FROM: John Okamoto, Director

Seattle Engineering Department

SUBJECT: Wastewater Rates and Charges Ordinance

We are pleased to submit to you the Wastewater Rates and Charges Ordinance, which
amends all sections of Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 21.28. The original ordinance,
number 84390, was adopted in 1955 and established the Director of Engineering's

authority to charge for wastewater services. The ordinance has been amended and revised

thirty-nine (39) times since it was first adopted and contains references to customers and
services that no longer exist. This revised ordinance is therefore intended to clarify and

update the chapter and make it easier to understand.

The ordinance contains only one substantive addition to the previous ordinance. The new
language clarifies the responsibilities of wastewater customers who use submeters to

measure water that does not enter the system. The increased use of submeters by
customers has resulted in the need for language which places the responsibility for

submeter expense, accuracy, and ease of access on the customer.

Please contact Jan Oscherwitz at 4-8510 if you have any questions or comments.

JDO/TE:te

Attachment

cc: Chuck Kleeberg, Director, Drainage and Wastewater Utility

Jan Oscherwitz, Drainage and Wastewater Utility

Kris Castleman, Office of Management and Planning

"Printed on Recycled Paper"
An equal opportunity - affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.

Seattle Engineering Department, Room 400, Seattle Municipal Building, 600 Fourth Avenue, Seattle, Washington 98104-1879 (206) 684-5000 VTDD (206) 233-1088



City of Seattle

Executive Department-Off ice of Management and Planning

Thomas M. Tierney, Director

Norman B. Rice, Mayor

April 22, 1996

The Honorable Mark Sidran

City Attorney

City of Seattle

Dear Mr. Sidran:

The Mayor is proposing to the City Council that the enclosed legislation be adopted.

REQUESTING
DEPARTMENT: Drainage and Wastewater

q6 -//P

C~
I

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE relating to the Drainage and Wastewater Utility;

amending all sections of Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 21.28 and

adding sections 21.28.005, 21.28.090, 21.28. 100 and 21.28.400 to

simplify, clarify and update the chapter and make it easier to

understand, and to clarify the responsibilities of wastewater customers

who use submeters to measure water tha t does not enter the sewer

system.

Pursuant to the City Council's S.O.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is forwarding this

request for legislation to your office for review and drafting.

After reviewing this request and any necessary redrafting of the enclosed legislation, return the

legislation to OMP. Any specific questions regarding, the legislation can be directed to Kris

Castleman 684-8367.

Sincerely,

Norman B. Rice

Mayor

by

TOM TIERNEY
Director

hAadniin\1egiA1aw1trs\castle

Enclosure

Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request. An equal employment opportunity- affirmative action employer.

Office of Management and Planning 300 Municipal Building, Seattle, Washington 98104-1826

(206) 684-8080 0 (TDD) 684-8118 0 FAX (206) 233-0085

"Printed on Recycled Paper"
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Affidavit of Publication

The andersigned., on oatli states that he is an
authorized WmsmuMhT of Ile DaQ .10LIfnal of a

daily --i.evspaper, which nu,,vspaper is a, iegal' newspaper of gencral

ArWanon and it is now and has been for num than A rnomhs
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