AN ORDINANCE relating to sitting and lying
down upon public sidewalks in down-
town and neighborh~nd commercial
zones during cuystain hours; amending
Ordinance No. 116885 by adding a new
section thereto, and amending Seattle
Municipal Code Section 15.49.040.
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April 19, 1994
Sit-Lie3.0rd

OR.DINANCEA //7/03

AN ORDINANCE relating to sitting and lying down upon public
sidewalks in downtown and neighborhcod commercial zones
during certain hours; amending Ordinance No. 116885 by
adding a new section thereto and amending Seattle
Municipal Code Section 15.48.040.

WHEREAS, on March 10, 1994, the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Washington held that Ordinance 116885
was facially ccastitutional, and an appesal from that
decision is pending; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to reaffirm its legislative
findings and intention with respect to Ordinance 116385,
as made on the Council’s behalf by its Public Safety
Committee in 1993; and

WHEREAS, the Council wishes to clarify its intent that notice
be provided by law enforcement officers before citations
are written for violating the prohibition in sMC
15.48.040;

WHEREAS, parts of the Pioneer Square and International
District zones were inadvertently omitted from the zones
within which SMC 15.48.040 applies; and

WHEREAS, the word "walker® was inadvertently omitted from the
list of exceptions to which the prohibition in SMC
15.48.040 shall not apply; NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. A new section is added to Ordinance No.
116885, as follows:

Section 3. Statement of Legislative Intent. The Seattle
City Council Finds and Declares as follows:

(a) Public sidewalks in business districts are created
and maintained for the primary purposes of enabling pedes-
trians to safely and efficiently move about from place to
place, facilitating deliveries of goods and services, and
providing potential customers with convenient access to goods
and services.

(b) During normal business hours, the public sidewalks

in downtown and neighborhood commercial areas are prone to
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congestion, and should be kept available to serve these
primary purposes.

(c) Except in places provided therefor or where reascn--
ably necessary, sitting or lying on the public sidewalks in
downtown and neighborhood commercial areas during the hours of
greatest congestion interferes with the primary purposes of
the publj: sidewalks, threatens public safety, and damages the
public welfare.

(d) Pedestrians, particularly the elderly, disabled, or
vision-impaired, are put at increased risk when they must see
and navigate around individuals sitting or lying upon the
public éidewalk.

(e) The public welfare is éromoted by economically
healthy downtown and neighborhood commercial areas which
attract pecple to shop, work and fecreate. These areas
provide easily-accessible goods and services, employment
opportunities, the tax revenues necessary to support essential
public services, and the economic productivity necessary to
maintain and improve property within these areas.

(f) In some circumstances people sitting or lying on the
sidewalks deter many members of the public from frequenting
those areas, which contributes to undermining the essential
economic viability of those areas. Buéihess failures and
relocations can cause vacant storefronts which contribute to a
spiral of deterioration and blight which harms the public
health, safety and welfare. An important factor in protecting
public safety is attracting people to the streets and side-
walks of the City’s business districts, because the presence
of many law abiding citizens serves as a deterrent to crime
and increases the public’s sense of security and the safety of

all.
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(g) There are numerous other places within the downtown
and neighborhood commercial areas where sitting or lying down
can be accommodated without unduly interfering with the safe
flow of pedestrian traffic, impairing commercial activity,
threatening public safety or harming the public welfare.
These other places inélude city parks and plazas, alleyways,
private plazas, arcades, and common areas open to the public,
and generally on private property with the permission of the
property owner. In addition, public sidewalks outside the
designated business districts and all sidewaiks outside the
designated hours are available for sitting or lying down.

Therefore, the limited regulation of sitting or lying
down on sidewalks is both reasonably necessary and appro-

priately balances the public interest and individual rights.

Section 2. Secticn 15.48.040 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (Ordinance 116885, Section 2) is amended as followys:

15.48.0406 8itting or lyinc down on public sidewalks in
downtown and neighborhood commercial zones.

A. Prohibition. No person((—afier-having—been—notified
3 ] cora e offi hat] he ie3 folati e
the—prohibitien—in-this—seetiony)) shall sit or lie down upon
a puklic sidewalk, or upon a blanket, chair, stool, or any
other object placed upon a public sidewalk, during the hours
between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. in the following zones:

1. The Downtown Zone, defined as the area bounded
by the Puget Sound waterfront on the west, South Jackson
Street on the south, Interstate 5 on the East, and Denny Way
and Broad Street on the North.

2. Neighborhood Commercial Zones, defined as areas

zoned as Pioneer Square Mixed (PSM), Internaticnal District

Mixed (IDM), Commercial 1 (Cl), Commercial 2 (C2), Neighbor-
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hood Commercial 1 (NCl1l), Neighborhood Commercial 2 (NC2), and
Neighborhood Commercial 3 (NC3).
B. Exceptions. Thé prohibition in Subsection A shall
not apply to any person:
1. sitting or lying down on a public sidewalk due
to a medical emergency;

2. who, as the result of a disability, vtilizes a

) wheelchair, walker, or similar device to move about the public

sidewalk;

3. operating or patronizing a commercial estab-
lishment conducted on the public sidewalk pursuant to a street
use perﬁit; or a person participating in or attending a
parade, festival, performance, rally, demonstration, meetinr,,

or similar avent conducted on the public sidewalk pursuant _c

‘]Ja street use or other applicable permit;

4., sitting on a chair or bench located on the
public sidewalk which is supplied by a public agency or by the
abutting private property owner; or

5. sitting on a public sidewalk within a bus stop

‘lzone while waiting for public or private transportation.

Nothing in any of these exceptions shall be construed to
permit any conduct which is prohibited by SMC 12A.12.015.
("Pedestrian Interference"). -

€. No _persion shall be cited under this section unless

the person_engages in conduct prohibited by this section after

.Jhaving been notified by a law enforcement officer that the

conduct violates this section.

Section 3. The provisions of this ordinance are declared
to be separate and severable. The invalidity of any clause,
sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or portion of this

ordinance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any
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person or circumstance shall not affect the validi.vy <Z the
remainder of this ordinance, or the validity of _.ts

application to other persons or circumstances. )

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in
force thirty days from and after its passage and approval, if
approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the
time it shall become a law under the provisions of the City

Charter,

Passed by the City Council the 25 day of e

1994, and signed by me in open session in authentication of

its passage this 25 day of wﬂ(j/ﬁ\ , 1994.

~City Council

Approved by me this 37 day of [%%J‘g , 1994.

\

Né71an B. Rice, Mayor /
Filed this é&_ day of a;ﬂm,é , 1994.

Deputy ClerU

(SEAL) |,

Published
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TH% MEMBER(S) OF THE CITY CCUNCIL WHOSE SIGNATURE(S) ARE SHOWN BELOW:
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STATE OF W/ASHlNGTON KING COUNTY

42976
City of Seattle,City Clerk

No. IN FULL

Affidavit of Publication:

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce, a
daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general
circulation and it is now and has been for more than six months
prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle,
King County, Washington, and it is now and during all of said time
was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of
publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce
was cn the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper
by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular
issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly
distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The
annexed notice, a

ORD:117103

was published on
05/710/94

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is
the sul‘rﬁM/2 ﬁ which amolint has been paid in full.
Subscnbed and syorn to before me on

AN/

N —
M AN)

05/10/94

Notary Pubhc for the Sth of Washington,
- residing in Seat(le

Affidavit of Publication

.

* INIWRO0G 3HL 40 ALIVAY ML OL 3nQ ST LI

© 301I0N SIHL NVH1 ¥¥31) SSN SI 3Wvdd SIHL NI IN3IWNJ0G 3H1 JT

qqgioN :L




116885, a

sectit

*are o put &t {
idusls alttqu

publio sidevaik.

(h)_ -The publlc wa!tara i85, proﬂotnd by e:nhb:leall 3
1 ln{e 4

haa]thy
attruct ‘pa
provida .uulx9

sidsun1kd” dated kadi
thoss sreas; which:

nﬁue.u.m afdensd by U
ats a2 poti



it UKz
and neighkorhood 2
can.ba.accomzodated without unduly- lnur(‘a ¢}
f1ov of padestrian rar21s) Hzpalring comd

rolrl & ity

3 or'ngx{g!n}; ths,pubiic; welfares I
SLOAR

privite plazss,

and generally:

y1ation-of s!ttiﬁﬁ,nt» ying !

down on sidewall

ensGnably necesiAfy and spero
pristely balsnces the d
"

ehe-proRs
a public 81
STyt




