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C. 09. 07003

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to and regulating fire and explosion
hazards; adopting by reference the Uniform Fire Code,
1985 Edition, and the 1985 Uniform Fire Code

Standards; and repealing Seattle Municipal Code

Chapter 22.600 and Section 22.604.010, and Ordinances

110299, 110871, 111001, 111221 and 111656.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 22.600 and Section 22.604.010 of

the Seattle Municipal Code and Ordinance 110299, entitled:

"AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Fire Code;

amending Chapter 22.606 of the Seattle Municipal Code by

adding thereto a new section 22.606.140 (a new Article

93 to the Uniform Fire Code) to establish minimum fire

and life safety requirements and compliance procedures
for high-rise buildings."

and Ordinance 110871, entitled:

"AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Fire Code;

amending Section 22.606.140 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (Ordinance 110299) to extend the exemption for low

income residential buildings from January 1, 1983 to

July 1, 1983."

and Ordinance 111001, entitled:

"AN ORDINANCE relating to fire and explosion hazards;

repealing sections 22.600.010, 22.600.020, 22.600.030,

22.604.010, 22.606.010, 22.606.020, 22.606.030,

22.606.040, 22.606.050, 22.606.060, 22.606.070,

22.606.080, 22.606.090, 22.606.100, 22.606.110,

22.606.120 and 22.606.130 of the Seattle Municipal Code

and Ordinance 108678, 109765, 109766, 110137, and 110594

and Sections I and 2 of Ordinance 110548, and adding new

Sections 22.600.010, 22.600.020, 22.600.030, 22.600.040

and 22.604.010, to adopt the 1982 edition of the Uniform

Fire Code, the 1982 edition of the Uniform Fire Code

Standards, and amendments thereto, as the Seattle Fire

Codes."

and Ordinance 111221, entitled:

"AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Fire Code;
I

amending Section 22.606.140 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (Ordinance 110299) to establish minimum fire and

life safety requirements and compliance procedures for

low income residential high-rise buildings and to

clarify certain provisions."
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and Ordinance 111656, entitled:

"AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Fire Code and

to fireworks; repealing Article 78 of the 1982 Edition

of the Uniform Fire CoOe relating to fireworks; adding a

new Article 78A relatIng to fireworks to the 1982
Edition of the Unifom- Fire Code."

26

27

28

and Ordinance 113815, entitled:

"AN ORDINANCE relating to the Solid Waste Utility; amending
Section 11.201 of the Uniform Fire Code adopted by Ordinance
111001 to require the storage of solid waste accumulated for

collection in containers specified in the City's solid waste
collection contracts."

are hereby repealed; provided, that permits, notices and orders

issued thereunder shall remain valid until expiration, completion

and supersession by action under this ordinance; and provided

further that the Fire Chief is authorized to apply technical

provisions of the repealed ordinances and Code sections to

inspections and Fire Code compliance, as an alternative equivalent

to the technical provisions of this ordinance, until December 31,

1989.

Section 2. There is added to the Seattle Municipal Code a

new Chapter 22.600 as follows:

22.600.010 TITLE

This subtitle shall be known as the Seattle Fire Code.

T22.600.020 ADOPTION OF UNIFORM FIRE CODE.

The Uniform Fire Code, 1985 Edition, with Appendices I-C,

I
T

II-A, .1-B, II-C, II-D, III-A, IV-A and V-A thereto, the Uniform

Fire Code Standards, 1985 Edition, both published by the

International Conference of Building Officials and Western Fire

Chiefs Association, one copy of which is filed with the City

Comptroller (C.F.-Qft6_qjq), are adopted and by this reference

made part of this subtitle. This Uniform Fire Code together with

the City of Seattle amendments thereto, as adopted under separate

ordinance and known as the Seattle Fire Code Supplement, shall

constitute the Official Seattle Fire Code. In any case in which
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there is a conflict between the component parts of the Seattle

Fire Code, the Seattle Fire Code Supplement shall be controlling

over the Uniform Fire Code.

22.600.030 FEES

Fees for permits, certificates, inspections, plans review and

code alternates required by the Seattle Fire Code shall be as

established in Chapter 22.602 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

22.600.040 PENALTY

Conduct made unlawful by this subtitle constitutes a crime

subject to the provisions of Chapters 12A.02 and 12A.04 of the

Seattle Municipal Code. Any person convicted of a violation of

this subtitle or an order of the Fire Chief may be punished by a

fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or by

imprisonment for no more than One Hundred Eighty (180) days, or by

both such fine and imprisonment. Each day's violation constitutes

a separate offense.

Section 3. SEVERABILITY. The several provisions of this

Ordinance are hereby declared to be separate and severable and the

invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, sub-division,

section or portion of this Ordinance, or the invalidity of the

application thereof to any person or circumstance shall not affect

the validity of the remainder of this Ordinance, or the validity

of its application to other persons or circumstances.
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

Section
...

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the .... ..... -day of .................... Ta~. . ... ..... ......

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its p~-S-%"elw ......
of

19TR.

Approved by me this ... ...... day of
~

................

L~
Filed by me this

........
a-9- - - ... day of

..........
-73'

(SEAL)

Published ................ ...... .......... .............................

1.1.1-7~.".Itl
.. . ........ ......

Mayor.

Attest: .......... -- ..... .......
-.7 --- ..... * ........ ........ -* .......

City Comptroller and City Clerk.

By. ...
V&amp;A~00-. ........

Deputy Clerk.

CSS 0.1.6
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11
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Section 2. There is alqdp-d to the Seattle Municipal Code a

new Chapter 22.600 as folloOs
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WIF Memorandum

Date:

To:

From:

January 17, 1989

Full Council

Norman B. Rice
Vice Chair, Publfq( Safety CommAtee

Subject:
C.B. 107003 and C.B. 107004

Council Bills 107003 and 107004 pertain to proposed amendments to
the 1985 Uniform Fire Code. C.B. 107003 consists of the proposed
amendments by reference. C.B. 107004 is the actual language of
the proposed amendments.

Amendments to the fire code proposed on the national level undergo
extensive review and analysis at the state and local level before

they are approved. This process has traditionally taken two-to-
three years before the actual updated fire code is adopted.
Locally, the proposed amendments have been reviewed by the Fire
Prevention Code Advisory Board, which is composed of
representatives from a variety of organizations and businesses
involved in the fire protection/prevention industry.

Enclosed is a copy of a "Memorandum of Information" which is

provided by the Fire Marshal's office which specifically outlines
the proposed amendments.

The Public Safety Committee discussed the amendments on December
13, 1988 and held a public hearing on January 10, 1989. Thirteen
people testified at the hearing. A list of the individuals and the

organizations they represent are enclosed with this memo.

APPENDIX III-B

One issue of concern raised at the public hearing and in
correspondence involves Appendix III-B, which begins on page 99.

The amendment in question involves certification of any "person
engaged in the business of installing, servicing or maintaining
fire and life safety systems and equipment... 11

(pp. 103 line 6)

This provision was proposed to ensure the reliability of a fire

safety system installed in a building.

CS #&amp;3



Page Two
C.B. 107003/107004
Full Council Meeting

The Fire Marshal's office has raised concerns that there are some
companies selling, servicing and maintaining fire safety systems
that are not gLialified to do so. Under this proposal, the Fire
Marshal's office would create and administer a test of those
individuals providing this service. Those who pass would be
awarded a certificate, allowing them to provide the service.

Some individuals and organizations have expressed concern over
this particular provision. Their concern is that having to be
certified to operate in the City of Seattle would increase the
number of licenses they would need to operate in the city, as well

as in other cities in the state. They would prefer that Seattle
wait until similar requirements for certification are passed at
the State level. And, although the Fire Marshal's office and
members of the Public Safety Committee agree that state passage
would be preferred, efforts to pass such a measure have been
attempted for the past eight years without success. Given these
circumstances, the Committee believes Seattle should move forward
with it's own certification process, rather than continue to wait
for the State to pass a measure.

The Public Safety Committee voted 2-to-O in favor of the proposed
amendments.

FURTHER AMENDMENTS

Since making its recommendation, the Public Safety Committee has
been informed that still another amendment is needed to the
Uniform Fire Code.

In January of 1988, a portion of the Fire Code was amended to
accommodate the use of plastic garbage containers for the City of
Seattle's garbage collection and recycling program. This amendment
was not reflected in the documents contained in C.B. 107003 and
C.B. 107004. 1 am therefore submitting amendments needed to
reflect the actual language in the Fire Code as it was adopted in

early 1988.

The amended language would be added to page two of C.B. 107003,
lines 5 - 8, which refer to Ordinance 113815, authorizing the city
to use plastic containers for garbage collection and recycling.
Amendments are also needed on page 33 of C.B. 107004, which would
add Section 38A, reflecting language allowing the use of plastic
containers for the city's garbage and recycling collection.



Your

Seattle

Fire Department

Date: December 8, 1988

TO:

FROM:

MEMORANDUM

Councilmember Norm..Rice, Legislative Department

Steven C. Railey~ Acting Chief of Fire Department

SUBJECT: Seattle Fire Code

This memorandum is in response to your request for information

regarding the proposed amendments to the 1985 edition of the Uniform

Fire Code.

This draft ordinance has been reviewed with the Fire Prevention Code

Advisory Board. The Roard meeting schedule was advertised in the

Daily Journal of Commerce and
'

public comment was solicited for these

proposed Uniform Fire Code amendments.

Chanqes to Fire Code technical provisions include:

1. Permitting small burglar/fire alarm services to monitor some

occupancies and report fires similar -to the existing central

station companies. 'We hope this will increase the number of

buildings protected with the automatic fire alarm reporting
service and lower the cost to small businesses.

2. Authorize the issuance of permits and connection of fire and

emergency medical alarm digital dialers to the Seattle Fire

Department Fire Alarm Control Center.

3. Prohibit the discharge or possession of -fireworks in public

parks, unless approved by the Director of the Parks and

Recreation Department and the Fire Chief.

4. Detailing exceptions to the railroad transportation of hazardous

chemicals in the City's downtown fire district and including
rail and tank cars which may be placarded as residue among
restricted railroad traffic.

5. Adding Appendix III-R requiring the testing and certification of

those individuals and businesses who install, maintain or

service fire and life safety systems and equipment.

6. Updating references to the BuildinQ Code from Ordinance #111200

to the 1985 Building Code, Ordinances 113700 and 113701.



December 8, 1988

Page Two

Changes to the 1985 model Uniform Fire Code that we did not accept
include-

The Code dropped Class IlIb combustible liquids. Motor oil and

cooking oil are in this class. We recommended keeping the

Seattle classification and permit 1,000 gallons or more.

Note: The 1988 model Code is picking this up again.

2. The 1985 Code dropped a restriction. on atrium furnishings which

prohibited banquets and similar 'low fuel activities in atriums.

We recommended retaining Seattle's definition, which allowed

such -things, but still prohibited large displays of combustible

goods.

3. The new Code had a section permitting selling gas at unattended

pumps where the customer used coins or credit cards. We

retained Seattle's language from the old Code, requiring an

attendant such as a person in a kiosk or a 7-11 clerk. We have

had one inquiry on this new marketing technique, and the Fire

Code Advisory Board recommended that we stay conservative on

this issue to let other cities gather experiences.

I
Expected impacts of acceptance of the 1985 Uniform Fire Code with.

Seattle amendments include:

Alarm reporting to the Fire Department was changed to permit
three (3) classes of reporting systems.

A. The traditional central station service, U.L. listed and

meeting all standards for major properties and hospitals.

P, Mew requirements of a less extensive burglar/fire alarm

quality services for Small commercial properties.

Permitting direct dialing to the Fire Alarm, Center for

private residences, apartments and for both Ifire and

medical emergency reporting.

There is a potential gain in getting more direct fire reporting.
The Class A central stations are also concerned that they will

lose business because we are permitting the other systems for
smal

I occupancies.

Appendix III-B requires that all individuals who install,
service and maintain fire and life safety equipment be examined

for competency. The adoption of Appendix III-B will have

significant impact regarding the number of persons required to

demonstrate competency in servicing, maintaining or installing

fire and life safety equipment.



December 8, 1988

Page T hree
I I

Appendix I11-R was developed in response to complaints received

from sprinkler and alarm industry representatives who claimed

that unqualified individ:-.als have performied installation and

maintenance -work on sy:-~',---ns. In a(I'dition, serious problems have

been discovered by Fire Department inspectors during field

inspections which involved compromised fire and life safety

systems.

There are sorle segments of the fire protection industry which

are opposed to the requirements of Appendix-HIR. It should be

similar requIr-ements ad'opted at the State level beginning in

1980. The proposed Appendix-IIIR has a provision to he deleted

from the cvje in th.r- similar legislation is adopted on the

State level.

The Department will require a Lieutenant/Inspector to complete
the program objectives. There will be no budget impact for this

position because the funding for this position has already been

included in the 1989 funding budget.

We recommend passage of the
'

Proposed legislation to facilitate

effective Fire Code enforc.;,,~-ent. We are requesting acceptance of the

1985 Uniform. Fire Code with Seattle ameRdments because amendments for

the 1988 Code are not ready at this time.

Please don't hesitate to contact me or Chief Dean if you have any

further questions.

I look forward to the Public Safety Committee hearing on December 13,

1988.

SCR :mm

GMD

Attachments



LEGISLATIVE REQUEST FOR SUPPORTING INFORMATION

In conformance with City of Seattle Standard Operating Procedure

100-014 and 200-001, the following information is su6mitted:

Creating and establishing one position of Fire Prevention Equi

Installation Certifier in -the Seattle Fire Department.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVFS

p ent

To
'

Drovide examination and testing procedures to all persons who

install, service and maintain, fire and life safety equipment.

Issue Certificates to
'

nersons. who successfully complete examinations

of competency for installation, service and maintenance of fire and

life safety equipment.

Maintain lists of all individuals, firms and businesses which have

applied for or received a certificate together with a record of the

results of any examinations, ~earings or investigations related

thereto. Providing these lists and records to the public, upon

request.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

7~,,e Seattle Fire Department has received complaints from sprinkler

and alarm industry representatives that unqualified individuals have

performed installation and maintenance work on systems.

Fire Department inspectors have discovered serious problems in field

inspections of new buildings. A recent example involved inadequate

wiring to an alarm system which was camouflaged by 10 feet of

appropriate wire.

This new position is part of a proposed change to the Seattle Fire

Code. The Seattle Fire Code amendment wil'l require that all

individuals installing, servicing or maintaining fire and life safety

systems receive a Certificate from the Seattle Fire Department. At

present, there are no State or local requirements which require that

installers of fire and life safety systems have minimum knowledge of

NFPA and State Ruilding Code requirements.

FISCAL OVERVIFW

Th~--, Departm-ert will require a Lieutenant/Inspector with 10-15 years

experience to complete the program objectives, outlined above.

The annual costs are outlined as follows:

Lieutenant/Inspector 110-15 years)4 .....
:

..... $42,303

Administrative Specialist 1 (1/2 time) ... ..... 92323

Total Annual Cost: $51,626



Legislative Penuest

Optemher 20, 1988

Paqe Two

for Sunporting Information

There will he no hudget impact due to the fact that the Article 93

program will expire in July, 1989. Those positions allocated for the

Article 93 enforcement program will be assiqned to the Fire and Life

Safety Equipment Certification Program.

We anticipate that 800 people will be taking certification

examinations. This number is based on the fact that there are

currently 88 equipment testing and/or fire and life safety equipment

installation companies doing business in the Seattle area.

It is anticipated that 5-10 examinations will he given each quarter
after the 800 initial certifications have been issued. The remaining
available time for the position will he spent checking on work

performed by certified individuals and keeping examinations

up-to-date.

Itilizing a permit/certificate cost analysis originally published in

1977 and updating the figures to factor in 1988 labor costs, we

estimate the following costs to administer the certificate issuance

proqram:

Clerical cost per Certificate (includes

fringe benefits, direct supervision,

office costs, supplies, mailing, word

processingi ........................... ..... $7*70

Fir,Lieutenant/Inspector time to develop,
administer and correct examination at 1 hour

per examination ................ ............... $19.48

Total Administrative Cost per examination ........... $27.18

Estimated initial revenue at $30.00 per
Certificate examination ($30.00 x 800). ...... $24,000

Estimated annual revenue at 5-10

examinations Per quarter ............................ $60041,200



City of Seattle

Execut~ve r,)epaftment-Offk-,e c,; alnc.

James P. Ri`ch, Oiecto

Charles Royer, Mayor

August 26, 1988

The Honorable Douglas Jewett

City Attorney

City of Seattle

Dear Mr. Jewett:

The Mayor is proposin

adopted:

to the City Council that the enclosed legislation be

REQUESTING
DEPARTMENT: Seattle Fire Department

SUBJECT: An ordinance relating to and regulating fire and explosion

hazards; adopting by reference the Uniform Fire Code, 1985

Edition, 1985 Uniform Fire Code standards and amendments
thereto.

Pursuant to the City Council's S.O.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is for-

warding this request for legislation directly to your office for review and

drafting.

After reviewing this request and any necessary redrafting of the enclosed legisla-
tion, return the legislation to OMB. Any specific questions regarding the legisla-
tion can be directed to Jo Whitehorse Cochran.

Sincerely,

Charles Royer

Mayor

By

JAMES P. RITC,

Budget Direct-or

JR/jc/ne

Enclosure

cc: Chief, Fire Department

Office of Nianagernent and Budget 300 Nvlun "KC

~ Dal 8ui~o
I

~,ng Seartie Was~-,,ingion 9',W04
(2;16"

684-80W An equal opportunitj empiover

iecycled paper



Your

Seattle

Fire, Department

G:aude Harris, Chief

Ghar~as Royer, Mayor

August 4, 1988

The Honorable City Council

City of Seattle

Via: Mayor Charles Royer

I

Attention: Jim Ritch, Director

Office of Management and Budget

Honorable Members:

Subject : An ordinance relating to and regulating fire and explosion

hazards; adopting by reference the Uniform Fire Code, 1985 Edition,

1985 Uniform Fire Code Standards and amendments thereto.

Attached is a draft of an ordinance adopting by reference the Uniform

Fire Code, 1985 Edition with amendments and repealing Seattle Fire

C n a e I 110 0 1
.

This draft ordinance has been reviewed with

t!he "Pire Prevention Code Advisory Board. The Board meeting schedule

was in the Daily Journal of Commerce and public comment

was solic';t,?d for these proposed Uniform Fire Code amendments.

Changes to Fire Code technical provisions include:

1. Permitting small hurglar/fire alarm services to monitor some

occupancies and report fires similar to the existing central

station companies. We hope this will increase the number of

buildings protected with the automatic fire alarm reporting

service and lower the cost to small businesses.

2. Authorize the issuance of permits and connection of fire and

emergency medical alarm digital dialers to the Seattle Fire

Department Fire Alarm Control Center.

3. Prohibit the discharge or possession of fireworks in public

parks, unless approved by the Director of the Parks and

Recreation Department and the Fire Chief.

4. Detailing exceptions to the railroad transportation of hazardous

chemicals in the City's downtown fire district and including

rail and tank cars which may be placarded as residue among

restricted railroad traffic.

An equal arnployrnen.t opportunity - affirmative actior. employer,

C~:ty of Seattle-Fire Department, 301 Sevond Avenue South, SeaNgs, Washington 93104, (206) 386-1400

100% recycled paper



The Honorable City Council

August 4, 1988

Page Two

5. Adding Appendix III-B requiring the testing and certification of

those individuals and businesses who install, maintain or

service fire and life safety systems and equipment.

6. Updating references to the Building Code from Ordinance #111200

to the 1985 Seattle Building Code, Ordinances 113700 and 113701.

This proposed ordinance would have modest fiscal impact in one area.

The Fire Department will require a one-time permit application fee of

$10.00 for the installation of fire and emergency medical alarm

digital dialers to the Fire Alarn Center. Given present consumer

demand levels and relatively new technology, we anticipate fiscal

1-938 revenues of $100.00. An accompanying fee ordinance will follow

to authorize the $10.00 fee.

The adoption of Appendix 111-B will have significant impact regarding

the number of persons required to demonstrate competency in

servicing, maintaining or installing fire and life safety equipment.

This program will require staff to develop written examinations based

upon NFPA, Uniforrti Fire and Building Code requirements, ASHRAE, ANSI

and other pertinent industry standards.

Appendix III-B will not become effective until 2 years from the date

of adoption. The position legislation and initial program start-up

costs will be incorporated within this Department's 1990 budget

submittal, consistent with discussions and recommendations of the

Office of Management and Budget.

We recommend passage of the proposed legislation to facilitate

effective Fire Code enforcement.

Any questions concerning the attached proposed ordinance should be

directed to Chief 8. L. Hansen, Fire Marshal, at 386-1450.

Very truly yours,

CH :mm

Enclosure



"1'ATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTYZ~ I r% -% 8

No.

Affidavit of Pubfication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an

w-aborized representativc of The Daily Tournal: of Conimerce, a

-I newspap~r is a Ic"gal' ne"vspapcr of generaldaily ncv,.-,-pape~,

circu'adon 3nd
:
-
-
1 is- noyw and has been f"Or rnore taal-, SiA months

prior to the date of publication hereinafter rcfe-'rej to, 7),jMish,~d in

the Enlglilsh 1.anguage contll~,uous:y as a daily

Kina Counoy, Wa-shiiwton. aod it is nov,, and durinl- al~ of ~aid tinie

was pri-i-ed .1p, an offic-, Ma---nained a., -,he aforesaid place of

i I j ..I. -: Mpub'j":ca(':.o,-i of lhis iiev~spapcr The Dail~- Jou--~;-' of Co- imerce

was on tie I 2~h -aa~, of june, 1941
,

approved as a legal newspaper

by th,- Court of K~n,--,~ County.

Y, c n. cce ~
,c

,

i

~
-
-
.

e ~,\act fo- cm annexed, was pub!; sb cd ir- regular

issues of The Daik, Jotirfial of Corninerc;~, wh;--~l -co-ularly

dis-ribij.-cd '0 i's su"."sil-ribcrs durfig the be'ow '-'-lated perlio6. The

annexed -1 1;odce,

.1 '.

was published on

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is

the sum of $ which amo--, int has been paid in full.

Su~)scribed and s%Notn 1,0 he:'Vic me on

Notary Put,~;c- ~or Vic, State of Wa~,~;:ngton,

~t~lding in Seattle

Affidavit of P,,iblication
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