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ORDINANCE M9190

3
1

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Criminal Code (or-
dinance 102843), adding a new Section 12A.20.070,

i"Unlawful Interference with a Police Dog or Horse."

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Seattle Criminal Code (-Ordinance

102843) is amended by adding thereto a new section 12A.20.070

Section 12A.20.070.:: Unlawful Interference with

Police RS~a ~ar Horse. It~i is unlawful for a person knowingly

to grab, harass, strike,'~ injure, or attempt to injure, or to

hold a collar, harness o
:

k saddle of, any dog or horse used
i

12 by a police department for police work, or to interfere with11

i

i

25

26

27

28

such dog or horse while it is being used in the performance

of a police duty or function.

Section 2. Severability. If any section, subsection,

subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this

ordinance, or application thereof to any person or circum-

stance, is held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction,

such decision shall not affect the validity, applicability,

or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this ordinance,

and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are declared

o be severable.

DOUGLAS N. JEWETT
SEATTLE CITY A77ORNEY

I OTH FLOOR
SEATTLE MUNICIPAL BLDG.

SEATTLE. WASH. 98104
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)
i

Section
......

~. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor-, otherwis 6~ it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the
............

7
........... day of .......... ....... ",

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its pa~p-ge ...... 7 ..
........

;~...~OAay of

................. ............

Approved by me this
....... ....... day of.!'.....

Filed by me this ........ .... day Of ...... ....... ......... ............

(SEAL)

Published ........ ............................................
i

...........

-2-

Attest:
... - `W~ ' -

"q
" -- ..............

City Comptro ler and:K Clerk.

01"Ah

YJ rA

BV
I ........... ..........

Deputy Clerk.
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Seattle Police Department

Patrick S. 5iUsimons, Chief of Police

Charles Royer, Mayor

June 2, 1980

The Honorable Charles Royer

Mayor, City of Seattle

Dear Mayor Royer:

REC'D 01 JUN 0

The Seattle Police Department has for a number of years successfully utilized
horses and dogs to assist in accomplishing its mission. At the time this

Department researched the feasibility of utilizing these animals in its work,
it was learned from other agencies experienced in these areas that it would be
most appropriate to have available municipal legislation against harassing,
interfering, injuring or otherwise hampering these animals as they perform
the functions for which they are trained at the direction of their officer-
handlers. We did not seek such1egislation upon the advice of the then

Corporation Counsel, he feeling:~existing animal-directed ordinances were
sufficient and appropriate. Experience has shown, however, the existing
ordinances do not effectively address abuse of our police animals. This in-

ability to prosecute offendersle,ffectively has come about primarily because
of the evolution of case law.

Within the past months we have been experiencing an increasing number of in-
cidents in which individuals have attempted to hinder, injure or kill our
animals--most often as they were being applied as extensions of our officers.
These actions have taken many forms: from exciting and distracting the

animals, to utilizing weapons to attempt to inflict serious or fatal injury.
Prosecutorial attempts have been unsuccessful generally because existing
ordinances do not specifically address animals being used in the performance
of a police duty and/or function.

At the urging of the City Attorney and with his cooperation as well as that
of this Department's luegal Advisor and the administrator and supervisors of
our Mounted Patrol and K-9 Units, a proposed ordinance satisfactory to all
has been compiled.

I am respectfully requesting your support and that of the City Council in the

passage of this ordinance. My office stands ready to assist the effort in

any way possible for my subordinates and I are convinced of the necessity of
this legislation.

Yours truly,

PATRICK S. FlTjZSI~MONS

Chief of Polic6--)

HLS/d

Proposed ordinancR M~AR6Y ment opportunity - affirmative action employer.

City of Seattle- Police Departiment, 610 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 98104



-011fice of Mahagementk and B

The Honorable Douglas Jewett

City Attorney

City of Seattle

Dear Mr. Jewett:

cyry X I A (j L-~ N ~4

The Mayor is proposing to the City Council that the enclosed

REQUESTING
DEPARTMENT: Police Depar

i

tment

warding this request for legislation directly to your office for review and drafting.

Pursuant to the City Council's S.O.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is for-

SUBJECT: Unlawful interference with Police horses/dogs.

After reviewing this request and draf ting appropriate legislation:

(X) File the legislation withIthe City Clerk for formal introduc

ity ouncil as an Executive equest.'

Do not, file with City Council but return the proposed legis

OMB for our review. Return to

Sincerely,

Charles Royer

Mayor

,1- 1

/,'Casey Jones -

t3uagpt uirector

CiTmi/ac

Enclosure

cc: Chief of Police

E-);-ec-,'-eDeparrne-nt Office of Management and Budget Municipal Buildni

MAR 24 1980

N. Je-wQ
'

attle, Washington 98,104



Seattle Police Department

Patr;ck S. Fitzsimons, Chlef of Police

Chales Royer, Mayor

March 12, 1980

'REG'D MAR I 9198a.

The Honorable Sam Smith, Chairperson VIA- Mayor's Office

Public Safety and Justice Com~ mittee and OMB
Seattle City Council

Reference- Proposed Ordinance -

Unlawful Interference with Police Horses/Dogs

Deal- Councilman Smith,

On occasion,, individuals have:~ tried to injure or interfere with the

use of Seattle Police dogs or:~ horses. At the present time, an
ordinance prohibiting such act

:

s does not exist.

I ask the City Council to consider passing an ordinance making these
acts unlawful. A draft ordinance to that effect is attached.

Other cities and counties, including Bellevue, Tukwila, and King
LCounty, have enacted similar:~ ordinances. I believe 'hat Seattle

needs an ordinance to protecti' these animals that are so helpful to

US.

Very truly yours,

PATRICK S. FIT
Chief of Police 11

GEP-mk

An equal emp~cyment opportunity - affirmative acfionemployer.

City of SLattie- Police Depart: art, 610 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 98104M
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Orle,D I NAN C E

AN ORDINANCE relatbng~to the Seattle Criminal Code (Ordinance
102843), adding .:inew Section 12A. "Unlawful
Interference with

".Police Dog or Horse.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE'\CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Seattl&amp;\ Criminal Code (Ordinance 102843)

is amended by adding thereto a 19ew section 12A.

as follows:

Section 12A.

Dog or Horse.

strike, injure, or attem :t to injure any,,dog or horse used by aP

police department for police work, or to\interfere with such dog or
k

horse while it is being used in the perfor*nce of a police duty or

function.

Unlavqul interference

read

ith a Police

it is unla:wful for a
p,

rson knowingly to harass,

CM 19.2
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of Seattle-Legislative Department

C. B. 10 13, 7 7

Arn~:.,~uls Criminal Code by adding a new Section entitled "Unlaw-
ful Interference with a Police Dog or Horse".

Relat.. Ing to the Seattle CriminalCode (Ordinance 102843),

addl,-~g a ,-~ew St-,ction 12A.20.070, "Unlawful Interference with

a Police Dog c- Horse."
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY-SS.

The undersigned, on oath states that he iss an

aut~orjlzed rep-resei ~ "ative of The Daily Journal of Commerce,

a dallr news~jape- which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general and it is now and has been for more

tharl Fix mont, s prior to the date of publication- hereinafter

re!ered to, piib~'i.~hed in the English language continuously

as a ciaily newspz,:,,.per in Seattle, King County, Washington,

and R. -is r")w diuring all of said time was printed in an

office rinaintained at the aforesaid place of publication of

7,~Aly Journal of Commerce was on the
paper,mis news,

'12th day of Tune, approved as a legal newspaper by

Vfle Superior ~ourt of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in

regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was

regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below

-IM A +;
U. e canimn-ce no ce

-

- --------- --- --------------------------

Igo
..................

~:
.... ...................... 3 ------------- ------ -----------------

............. .................... - .......................... - ...... ------------------ ------------- .......

.............................was published on -J~h

............. .................................... -- ....................... -- ...... ....... .........

--------------------------------------------------------------...................

............. -- -------

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

Uj*'n, 1980
-- 1~1 f - , ,

ublic for the State of Washingtor
residing in Seattle.


