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AN ORDINANCE amending Section 3 of the Open Housing Ordinance
(104839) to regulate the information which may be

required relating to age and parental status in applications
for financial assistance or for the lease or purchase
of real property.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

.Section 1. Section 3 of the "Open Housing Ordinance"

(104839), as last amended by Ordinance 108205, is further

amended to read as follows:

Section 3. UNFAIR PRACTICES FORBIDDEN

(1) Unfair practices as hereinafter defined regarding

real property are contrary to the public peace, health,

safety and general welfare and are hereby prohibited by The

City of Seattle in the exercise of its police power.

(2) No owner, assignee, real estate broker, real

estate agent, salesperson or employee, or other person

having the right to sell, rent, lease, sublease, assign,

transfer, or otherwise dispose of real property shall discriminat

by undertaking or refusing to sell, rent, lease, sublease,

assign, transfer or otherwise deny to or withhold from any

person or group of persons such real property, or segregate

the use thereof, or represent that such real property is not

available for inspection, when in fact it is so available,

or expel or evict an occupant from real property because of

the race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age,

sex, marital status, sexual orientation, parental status or

political ideology of such a person or persons, or discriminate

against or segregate any person because of such person's

race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, sex,

marital status, sexual orientation, parental status or

political ideology in the terms, conditions or privileges of

Ithe sale, rental, lease, sublease, assignment, transfer or

-1-
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other disposition of any such real property, including but

not limited to the setting of rates for rental or lease, or

establishment of damage deposits, or other financial conditions

for rental or lease, or in the furnishing of facilities or

services in connection therewith.

(3) No real estate broker or real estate agent, salesperson

or employee shall because of race, color, religion, ancestry,

national origin, age, sex, marital status, sexual orientation,

parental status or political ideology of an occupant, purchaser,

prospective occupant, or prospective purchaser:

(a) Refuse or intentionally fail to list or

discriminate in listing real property for sale, rent, lease

or sublease.

(b) Refuse or intentionally fail to show a prospective

occupant real property listed for sale, rental, lease or

sublease.

(c) Refuse or intentionally fail to accept and/or

transmit to an owner any reasonable offer to purchase,

lease, rent or sublease real property.

(4) No lender, or any agent or employee thereof, to

whom application is made for financial assistance for the

purchase, lease, acquisition, construction, rehabilitation,

repair, or maintenance of any real property shall:

(a) Discriminate against any person, prospective

occupant or tenant of real property in the granting, withholding,

extending, modifying or renewing, or in the rates, terms,

conditions or privileges of, any such financial assistance,

or in the extension of services in connection therewith; or

(b) Use any form of application for such financial

assistance or make any record of inquiry in connection with

lapplications for such financial assistance which expresses,

-2- CM 19.2
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directly or indirectly, any limitation, specification, or

discrimination because of race, color, religion, ancestry,

national origin, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation,

Rarental status or political ideology, unless required or

authorized by local, state or federal laws or agencies for

the purpose of preventing discrimination in real property;

provided that nothing in this provision shall prohibit any

party to a credit transaction from requesting designation of

marital status for the purpose of considering application of

community property law to the individual case or from taking

reasonable action thereon or from reguesting information

regarding ~ge 2r Rarental status when such information is

I

I

necessaa to determine the applicant's ability I~o repay the

loan.

(5) No owner, real estate agent, salesperson or employee,

real estate broker, or any other person, shall:

(a) Require any information, make or keep any

record, or use any form of application containing questions

or inquiries concerning race, color, religion, ancestry,

national origin, age, sex, marital status, sexual orientation,

parental status or political ideology in connection with the

sale, rental, lease or sublease of any real property unless

used solely: 1) for making reports required by agencies of

the federal, state or local government for the purposes of

preventing and eliminating discrimination or of overcoming

its effects or for other purposes authorized by federal,

i

state or local agencies or laws' or rules adopted thereunder((7));

Hanel)) 2) as to "marital status," for the purpose of determining

applicability of community property law to the individual

case((-.)); and, 3) as to "age," for the 2urpose of determining

that the ap2licant has attained the age of majority.

ON 19.2
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(b) Publish, circulate, issue or display or cause

to be published, circulated, issued or displayed, any communicaticn,

notice, advertisement, or sign of any kind relating to the

sale, rental, lease, sublease, assignment, transfer, or

listing of real property which indicate any preference,

limitation or specification based on race, color, religion,

ancestry, national origin, age, sex, marital status, sexual

orientation, parental status or political ideology.

(c) Aid, abet, incite, compel or coerce the doing

of any act defined in this ordinance as an unfair practice;

or intimidate, harass, retaliate, obstruct or discriminate

against a person in any manner because such person has

~complied or proposes to comply with provisions of this

ordinance or has filed a complaint, testified, or assisted

in any proceeding under this ordinance, or any order issued

111thereunder, or attempt, either directly or indirectly, to

commit any act defined in this ordinance to be an unfair

practice or apply any economic sanctions or deny membership

privileges because of compliance with the provisions of this

ordinance.

(6) No owner, real estate agent, salesperson or employee,

real estate broker, or any other person, shali-for profit:

(a) Promote, induce or attempt to promote or

induce any person to sell or rent any real property by

representation regarding the entry or prospective entry into

the neighborhood or area of a person or persons of a particular

race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, sex,

marital status, sexual orientation, parental status or

political ideology.

(b) Show or otherwise take any action, the design

or effect of which is to steer a person or persons to any

C" 19.2



(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

section of the city or to particular real property in a

manner tending to segregate or maintain segregation on the

basis of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin,

age, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, parental

status or political ideology.

(7) No person, whether or not acting for profit, shall

harass, intimidate, or otherwise abuse or discriminate

against any person or person's friends or associates because

of the race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin,

age, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, parental

status or political ideology of such person or persons or

their friends or associates with the purpose or effect of

denying to such person or persons the rights granted in this

ordinance or the right to quiet or peaceful possession or

enjoyment of any real property.

Section
... *

2
' ...

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provis ns; of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the
.........

41
......... day of

..........

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its

.. .... ........ -- ............... ........ - ........ - ...... I ............. -

&amp;A

19 av

Approved by me this ......
91

..... day of
.... ...... -

1,

4 -n
Filed by me this

........ A.1 ....... day of. .......... .......

ft:
.... ............. 19 00-40

Attest
........ ...

7
..

City Comptroller and City Clerk.

(SEAL)

Published
.................... ..............................

/17 Z?
By ... . .. ... # .... .... -. ..... .........

Deputy Clerk.

CSS a. 7.6
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March 20, 1980

Honorable Doug Jewett
City Attorney
01-10-01

Dear Mr. Jewett:

Recently my staff and I met with James Fearn
of your of f ice and representatives of the Off ice of
Women's Rights, the Human Rights Department and Ever-
green Legal Services to discuss the effectiveness of
last- tYear's aruendirtents to the Open Housing Ordinance,
and t1he Droblems being encountered by the agencies
C.-larged with its enforcement.

e

ReT,)resentatives of OWR indicated that many of
the received by their office resulted from
111,- 0 rr"a IC 10.- r-&amp;-que-sted on application forms about num-
be-rs of childrer,~ and children's ages. Since the per-

i

T, secf--ioi~s, 4 (b) and 5 (a)
,

do not prohibit dis-
cri I-mination based. on aige or parental status in request-
:j- -r~

~ -h ,n~rorntation, T would appreciate your prepaxing.4
s uc I- ~L

amend-ments ef fectinci suc, , -oh~hition so that informa-
ti.or., requesitea' on aipplication forms cannot be used as
a means of discriminating on the basis of either age or
parental status.

la addition,, I would appreciate knowing whether
t1aere is any provision in the ordinance which would
P-2--ohibit-, ttll-e enforcing agencies from promulgating rules
or giaide-J.-it.nes for interpretation of its provisions.

Vh-ank you very much f or your attention; I look

Barbara Wechsle
OW a,

H IR D
jalmes Fearn

~-MICHAEL HILDT, Chair
Urban Development and Housin

CC)Uj~ jm~
m~-n* ni)pcrtun7fy - afflrn~,~ive action employer.

I merti ei~s
F~o~~z

;
Municipal 'Bukiing. Seatt!e, Washington 98104

forward -11-o hearing from you.

Committee
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY-S0551.

'I'lle undersigned, on oath states that he is an

t, ve, of The Daily Journal of Commerce,

a. newspaper is a legal newspaper
js now and has been T-or more

s,,x rnon,--s pr--o';~
to zhe Cia-le of p-i-Ohlicat-l'on. here't.na"ter

age cor"!nUously-1,11si e,.-j ~J-, Enghsh, langu

as, a dai~y -n County, V,;asHag,,n-,

azd 1
's

,

isz no-o~, du--rinl- all of said time was printed irl all

off!,-:,e
at the aforesaid place of publication of

th',-, 'nev,,spaper, Tile Daflv Journal of Cornrerce was on the

12tb alay o--E J-Une~ 1~111, approved as a legai newspaper by

the CCjUrt Of F"Lng County.

Cne notice in the exact form annexed, was published in

ar issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was
rec- -

rp!:,mlarl- distributed to its subscribers during the below

stated period. The annexed notice, a
. -----------------------------

----------

................... - ..........
-----------------

......................
....... --------------- - ------------------ ------------------- ---

was published on ~ ..... .... -lun-e-1,19.8.0 ........ ....... -- -------------

...................... ....... ....................... - ............... ------- .................. ---------

............... ................... ............. ------------------- --l ............. ...... ......

i986

NotOy P)dbllc for the State of Washin

AAffidavit of Publication

...............
---------

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

residing In Seattle.




