




ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE providing for fees for Certificates of Approval
for construction and alteration in historical or speciaJI
review (q1stricts or landmark sites, and on landmarks;

Secti-on 301 of the Permit Fee Ordinance (106106),
addi-1-19 new Sect-ions 303-A, 303-B and 303-C thereto,
and amending Section 6 of Ordinance 98852 (Pioneer
Square Historic Distri-r-ct), Section 6 of Ordinance
100475 (Pike Place Market Historic District), Section
12.02 of Ordinance 106348 (Landir.,arks Preservation
Ordinance) and Section 24.85 of the Zoning Ordinance
(86300), to impose such fees.
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 301 of Ordinance 106106 (Permit Fee

Ordinance) is amended to,read as follows:

(a) Title. This ordinance shall be known as the

mit Fee Ordinance", may be cited as such, and will be

rel-e.rred to herein as "this ordinance".

(b) Eurpo~~e. It is the purpose of this ordinance to

prescribe fees for permits which are required by ordinance

as follows:

(1) Use permits, as required by the Zoning Ordinance

(86300).

(2) Building permits, as required by the Seattle

Building Code (106350).

(3) Elevator permits, as required by the Seattle

Buildin.c., Code (106350).

or .,ieating, ventilating and air handling

incinerators or other miscellaneous heat-

producing appliances, as required by the Seattle

Mechanical Code (106166).

(5) Boiler and pressure vessel permits, as required by

the Seattle Mechanical Code (106166).

(6) Gas piping permits, as required by the Seattle
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Mechanical Code (106166).

(7) Electrical permits, as required by the Seattle

Electrical Code (105886).

(8) Grading permits, as required by the Grading Ordinance

and/or Seattle Building Code (106350).

(9) Sign permits, as required by the Comprehensive

Sign Ordinance and/or Seattle Building Code (106350).

(10),f~pecial review district certificates of ~jpproval,

,~s L2_q]~~ired ~y Lhe Zoning Ordinance (86300).

(11) Landmark site certificates of approval, as required

Ily '~he Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (106348).

(12) Landmark certificates of approval, as reauired by

the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (106348).

(13) Historic District certificates of approval, as

required ~y the Pioneer Square H,istaric District

(98852) and Pike Place Market Historical District

(100475) ordinances.

An additional purpose of this ordinance is to prescribe

special fees for testing, examination, inspection, or the

furnishing of certain services or materLal not otherwise

included under the required permits listed above, as well as

requested services and inspections pursuant to the Housing

Code (106319).

(c) Payment of Permit Fee; Calculation of Fee. No

:1 permit required under the provisions of the Codes and ordinances2 !5
1

26

27

28

29

specified in subsection (b) shall be issued, nor shall any

drawing or other data relating to such permits be examined,

until the permit fees prescribed by this ordinance have been

paid.

30 Where no definite method is prescribed in this Ordinance

31 for calculating the amount of a permit fee, the Superintendent

32 of Buildings may specify a fee which shall be consistent
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with the reasonable estimated cost to the City of administering

and enforcing the provisions of the Code or Ordinance relatin

to said permit.

(d) Administration and Enforcement. The Superintendent
........... . ... .. . - ---

Buildings is authorized to administer, interpret and

enforce the provisions of this ordinance; provided that the

Director of Public Health shall administer and enforce

8 Sections 301 and 305, where such sections are applicable t

9 fuel gas piping permits. Whenever the words "Superintendent

10 of Buildings" are used in Section 301, such words shall mean

11 "Director of Public Health" in the context of fuel gas

12 piping permits.

13 (e) Basic Fee. A basic fee (application and filing

14 fee) of $105.00 shall be charged for all building permits,

15 and a basic fee of $7.00 shall be charged -for all elevator,

16 Imechanical, electrical, grading and sign permits. Basic

17 fees shall be charged in addition to the respective fees

18 imposed by this ordinance for such permits and shall be

19 nonrefundable.

20 EXCEPTIONS:

21 1. Basic fees for gas piping installations shall be

22 $3.00 and shall not apply to the installation of

231
any domestic hot water heaters or any other domestic

24
gas-fired appliance connected to a plumbing system

25
whenever such appliance or heater is included in a

26
plumbing installation for which a basic fee for

27 the required plumbing permit has been assessed.

28
2. Basic fees shall not apply to annual certificates

29

30

31

32

of inspection or operating permits.

3. Basic fees for electrical permits shall not apply

to the installation of any furnace, boiler, oil

burner or gas piping whenever such installation is
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included in a mechanical equipment installation

for which a basic fee for the required mechanical

permit has been assessed.

(f) Sualementary Permit Fees. Fees for making an

amendment to a permit in order to show items which were

inadvertently omitted from an original permit shall be

charged at the same rate as for a new permit. Basic fees

shall not be charged for supplementary permits.

(g) Renewal and Address Correction Fees. The fee for

the renewal of a permit shall be the basic fee; provided

that where no basic fee is specified the renewal fee shall

be $7.00. Renewal fees shall be applicable onlv where no

changes have been made or will be made in the original plans

or specifications.

The fee to correct the address of a permit which has

16
been issued shall be the basic fee.

17
(h) Reinspection Fee. A reinspection fee may be

8 assessed whenever at the time of inspection or reinspection

19 it is determined that the portion of work for which an

20
inspection was requested has not been completed or that the

2111 corrections previously called for have not been made.

2211 This subsection (h) is not to be interpreted as requiring

23

24

26

27

28

29

so

31

the assessment of reinspection fees the first time a job is

rejected for failure to comply with the provisions of a Code

but is instead intended to control the practice of requesting

an inspection before work is ready for inspection or reinspect-Joi

Reinspection fees may also be assessed for -failure to

properly post a required permitcard on the work site, for

failure to have approved plans available for examination by

the inspector, for failure to provide access on the date

that inspection was requested, and for deviating from plans

.hout a required prior authorization from the Superintendent

-4-
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of Buildings.

To obtain a reinspection an applicant shall file an

application therefor in writing upon a form furnished for

that purpose, and pay a reinspection fee of $10.00 per

inspection. In instances where reinspection fees have been

assessed no additional inspection of the work shall be

performed until the required fees have been paid.

(i) Work May Be Stopped. It shall be unlawful to

proceed with any work for which a permit is required until

10 the fee herein prescribed for such permit has been paid, or

11 to proceed with any portion of any construction, installation,

12 alteration or repair when the permit fee herein required has

13 not been paid.

14 Should the Superintendent of Buildings find that any

15

16

17

is

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

work is proceeding for which the required permit fee has not

been paid, he may immediately order the suspension of such

construction, installation, alteration or repair by posting

a notice to that effect on the building or premises or by

notifying the owner, lessee or person in charge, or by both

such methods. it shall be unlawful for any person to remove,

mutilate, conceal or destroy such posted notice or to proceed

with such work after such posting or -notification until all

of the fees pertaining to such permit have been paid and any

posted notice has been removed by the Superintendent of

Buildings.

. (j) Additional Fee for Work Done Without Permit.

Where work for which a permit and a fee are required is

commenced or performed prior to obtaining a permit, -there

may be charged an additional fee equal to the specified

required fee, but not exceeding $50.00. The payment of such

additional fee shall not relieve any person from complying

ith the requirements of the applicable codes in the execution
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of the work nor from any other penalties.

(k) Refund of Fees. Should any construction, installation,

alteration or repairs for which a permit fee has been paid

not,be carried on, the Superintendent of Buildings or his

authorized representative, upon proper application for

refund and surrender of the permit for cancellation and upon

being satisfied after a survey of the premises that such

work will not be performed, shall, by verified statement, so

notify the City Comptroller, and advise him of the amount or

portion of the fee to be refunded. Upon receipt of such

notice the City.Comptroller shall, draw, and the City Treasurer

shall honor and pay, a warrant upon such budget account or

appropriation as may be available therefor in the amount of

the refund so stated by the Superintendent of Buildings to

be due. In such cases, the Superintendent of Buildings

shall cancel the permit. In determining such refunds the

Superintendent of Buildings shall deduct an amount equal to
I

any plan examination fee for such permit required by this

Ordinance or, where no plan examination was reqired, an

f Buildings or his authorized representative made in accordance

amount of $9.00 plus the basic fee to cover the cost of

administration of the permit.

(1) Penalty for Violations. Anyone violating or

failing to comply with any of the provisions of this ordinance,

or of any lawful order or requirement of the Superintendent

i

with the provision's hereof, shall upon conviction thereof be

fined a sum not exceeding $500.00, or be imprisoned for a

term not exceeding ninety (90) days, or may be both so fined

and imprisoned; each day of such violation or failure to

com-ply with any of the provisions of this ordinance or of

sljch order or requirement shall constitute a separate offense.

Anyone who directly commits or effects an act constituting

-6-



a violation of this ordinance, or who aids or abets the

same, or who directly or indirectly counsels, encourages,

hires, commands, induces or otherwise procures another to

commit such offense, is and shall be a principal under the

terms of this ordinance and shall be proceeded against and

prosecuted as such.
01.za'&amp;-z

Section 2. There is added to the Permit Fee Ordinance
73 7q'-

(106106) a new Section 303A to read as follows:

Section 303A. ~pecial,Reyiew District Certificate
I ---- - ---- -- -

There shall be a qhArqe for a certificate
............

the q2Ri~na Ordinance L86300) for

- - " ~' I
nst~~T;ctia,-)- -or alteration of property in a designated qp.~ al

.... ........

costs of ~~50Q_qr legs,_ p us Ten Dollars for each

additional 85,000 of construction costs Ila ~o ~a
maximum

r~eyiew District of the sum of Ten Dollars L~ ~O for construction

f Two Fifty Dollars -1125 0j . Such fee shall

ment and shall be deposited in the CorRmunity Devel1122LA-eInt

be collected i~y Ihe jjLrector_, Department of CommunitV 22yeloR-

~:jnq Fund.

-~Section 3. There is added to the Permit Fee Ordinance

(106106) a new Section 303-B to read as follows:

Section 303-B. Lanidmark Certificate of AppEoval.. .. ................ ..

19

20
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I be a charqe for a certificate of a22roval required

b 'Lan-Jinarks Preserva-~-ion Ordinance (106348) for constructiony thc~
.... ... . ..... .

or altera"lion of Property which lies within a desiqnated

landmark site or whigh has been 7-ated

of the sum of Ten Dollars ($10) for construction co

.$lL5QG Q:r IeSS, plus Dollars 1~~j---- - ------
0 f or ea,-h

'.~rn ...
itional,

2p -to A maxii4um fee of T,,~,,o-$-5--j-OOQ -0-t -Q.g.!.q.'U--q-Ction

Hundred fLift-1_2oijars ($250). This sum shall be collected

by the Director, Dppartmgnt of CommunAt Deve and

s"~;-,U be deposited in the Communit
. ...... _.__Upjty Development p22ratiaq

Fund.
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- Section 4. There is added to the Permit Fee Ordinance
73741

(106106) a new Section 303-C to read as follows:

Section 303-C. Historic DL~trict Certificate of Approval.----------

There shall be a ct~a ~e for a certificate of ap2roval _qu i r q~d

by Qrdinanq~t 28852 for const_ruction gr alteration of 2ro2erty

lying- within the Pioneer g_qgare Historic District,, 2r Eftqa~ired

7

8

10

13

14

Is

16

17

18

19

20
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22

23
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27

28

I?y Ordinance 100475 for construct-Ion or alteration, of propert

laying wjjh-j_n th_e k~i_ke RlaqqL Market Hjst2~jrical R~istriqt,

af tba aum QL-I-en ao-llags- J~ ~O for construction costs of

1!-,500 gr less, p3jas Ten Dollars J~10) for each additional

11,-000 Qf construction costs, pp ~o a maximum fee of Two

Hundred fifty Dollars 50 This sum shall be collected

b- the Director, Department of Commuy - -~ _ geMM~jn~ p and

shall be dgposited -in -the C-am-r...unity Development 02e-_atLlna

Fund.

Section 5. Section 24.85 of the Zoning Ordinance (86300),

as last amended by Ordinance 105338, is further amended

to read as follows:

Section 24.85 Certificates of Approval

(a) Unless specifically modified by the ordinance

establishing a special review district, no person shall

alter, demolish, construct, reconstruct, restore, or remodel

any existing structure in a special review district where

a City Permit is required or development regulations govern,

or change the principal use of any building, structure or

lot, and no permit where required shall be issued by the

Superintendent or any City department, except pursuant to

a Certificate of Approval.

(b) The Director shall authorize the responsible public

official to issue a Certificate of Approval only after a

determination has been made by the Director that the

M 19.2



proposed work or changes,are consistent with the development

(c) The fee for such certificate of App,-oval shall be.

according Lo Lhe Per.I-T---Lt
Fee ordinance (106106)
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Section 6. Section 12.02 of the Landmarks Preservation

Ordinance (106348) is amended to read as follows:

,2,ation for Certificate of Aaprc~valSection 12.02. Lppl~a'

(a) Application for a Certificate of Approval may be

made by filing an application for such certificate with the

Board, or by filing with the Superintendent an application

for a permit to make alterations or significant changes for

which a Certificate of Approval is required because of the

pendency of designation proceedings, or the terms of a

designating ordinance. The Board may consider or issue a.

Certificate of Approval without the submission of final

drawings, plans or specifications.

(b) If before a Certificate of Approval is obtained,

an application is made to the Superintendent for a permit

for which a Certificate of Approval is required, the Super-in-

tendent shall promp tly refer such application to the Board

and such application shall be deemed an application for a

Certificate of Approval. The Superintendent shall continue

to process such application, but shall not issue any such

permit until the time has expired for filing with said

Superintendent the notice of denial of a Certificate of

Approval or a Certificate of Approval has been issued

pursuant to this ordinance; provided that if by its terms or

the provisions of Section 13.03 the operation of such

Certificate of Approval is suspended the Superintendent

shall not issue such permit until the suspension terminates.

(c) After the Board has commenced proceedings for the

I



consideration of any application for a Certificate of

alteration or significant change may be made until such

proceedings and all appeals therefrom pursuant to -this

ordinance have been concluded.

by giving notice of a hearing pursuant to Section 12.03 or

otherwise, no other application -for the same or a similar

Approval for a particular alteration or significant change,

(d) The fee for such Certificate of Approval shall be

Section 7. Section 6 of Ordinance 100475, as last

amended by ordinance 106309, is amended to read as follows:

according j~o the Permit Fee ordinance (106106).

Section 6. APPROVAL OF CHANGES TO BUILDINGS, STRUCTUR!!ES

18
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No structure or part thereof shall be erected, altered,

AND OTHER VISIBLE ELEMENTS WITHIN THE HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

extended, or recons"Lructed, and no structure or lot shall be

used or occupied except pursuant to a Certificate of Approval

authorized by -the Commission; and no building permit shall

issue except in conformance with a valid Certificate of

Approval. However, no regulation nor any amendment thereof

shall apply to any existing building, structure, or use of

land to the extent to which it is used at the time of the

adoption of such regulation or amendT~lent or any existing

division of land, except that such regulation or amendment

may regulate non-use or a nonconforming use so as not to

unduly Prolong the life thereof. No new off-premises

advertising signs shall be established within the boundaries

of the Historical District except where areas have been

reserved for groups of signs or for signs which identify the

Market District as a whole, as determined by the Pike Place

Market Historical District Commission. The fee -for CertificatAe

off A proval shall be accordin2 to the Permit Fee Ordinance

_10-
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(106106). Applications for Certificates of Approval involving

structures or sites within the Historical District shall be
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Drwarded immediately by the Superintendent of Buildings to

Commission for review. The Commission shall review and

make recommendations,regarding appropriateness of each

proposed change or addition and a Certificate of Approval

shall, be issued by the Commission as hereinafter prOV4 ded.

The Commission in considering the appropriateness of any

alteration, demolition, new construction, reconstruction,

restoration, remodeling, or othermodification of any

building shall refer to the purpose of this ordinance and

shall consider amonq other things the historical and architec-

tural value and significance, architectural style, the

general design, arrangement, texture, material, occupancy

-ure in questionand use, and color of the building or struct

or its appurtenant fixtures, including signs, the relationship

of such fea tures, to similar features of the other buildings

within the Historical District and the position of such

building or structure in relation to the street, public way, or

semipublic way and to other buildings and structures. The

Commission shall also make no recommendations or requirements

except for the purpose of preventing developments inconsistent

with the criteria of this ordinance. Where modification of

the appearance of a structure within the Historical District

does not require a building or demolition permit, an applicatior

for a Certificate of Approval shall nonetheless be filed

with the Superintendent of Buildings, who shall forward the

same to the Commission.

The Commission shall consider and approve or disapprove

applications for a Certificate of Approval as contemplated

herein not later than thirty days after receipt of any such

-11-



application, and a public hearing shall be held on each such

application. If after such hearing and upon review of the
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Commission it detOrmines-that the proposed changes are

consistent with the cri.teria for historic preservation

set forth in Secti

Certificate of Approval

the Commission shall issue the

at this time and-after such a

as

decision, the Superintendent of Buildings is then authorized

to issue a permit.

at a

Any party of interest appearing before the Commission

public hearing on an application for a Certificate of

Approval may appeal an action of -the Commission on such

application by filing an appeal with the Hearing Examiner

within seventeen (17) days of the mailing of notice of such

Commission action, citing applicable criteria of Section 4

of this ordinance. Within ten (10) days of receiving notice

of appeal, the Hearing Examiner shall set a date for hearing

on appeal, such hearing to take place no later than thirty

(30) days after filing of the appeal. Such hearing shall be

in accordance with the procedure for hearings in contested

cases in the Seattle Administrative Code (Ordinance 102228)

unless,all parties of record affected by the Commission's

decision consent to such review and decision without a

public hearing. The Hearing Examiner shall render his

decision in writing within fourteen (14) days after the

hearing, mailing copies of his decision to parties of record

at the hearing, the Director, the Superintendent of Buildings

and the Commission. The Hearing Examiner may reverse or

modify an action of the Commission only if he finds that:

1. Such action of the Commission violates the terms

of this ordinance or rules, regulations or guidelines

adopted pursuant to the authority of this ordinance,

I

-12-



or:

Such action of the Commission is based upon a

-ecommendation made in violation of the procedures

set forth in this ordinance or procedures established

by rules, regulations or guidelines adopted pursuant

to the authority of this ordinance and such

procedural violation operates unfairly against the

applicant.

Section 8. Section 6 of Ordinance 98852, as last

amended by ordinance 103393, is further amended to read as

The decision of the Hearing Examiner shall be final.

f ollows:

Section 6. Approval of Changes to Buildings, Structures

14

15

and other Visible Elements Within the Historic District. No

person shall alter, demolish, construct, reconstruct, restore,

or remodel or make any material and visible change in the

exterior appearance of any sting structure or construct

,any new structures or erect or place any sign or change the

message on any existing sign in the Historic District and no

permit for same shall be issued except pursuant to a Certificate

of Approval issued by the Director.

The fee for sucl-.L Certificate of :~pproval shall be

22

23

24,

25

26

27

28

Perm.;-t Fee Ordinance.according to Lh

For the purposeP of this ordinance a "sign" is any

medium, including its structure and component parts, which

is used or intended to be used to attract attention to the

subject matter for advertising, identification or informative

purposes, consisting of words, letters, figures, designs,

symbols, motions, illuminations or projected images, and

including but not limited to banners, pennants, balloons,

streamers, and strings of light bulbs, but not including the

-13-
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.

flag, crest or other similar symbols of governmental agencies

of any organization of such agencies, or to merchandise

in a customary window display or on a site where such

merchandise is customarily displayed or sold out of doors,

or to an object of art which in no way identifies a product

or service. The provisions of this ordinance are intended

to apply to any sign which is located out of doors, or if

indoors, within three feet of a window and visible from a

street, sidewalk or other public place.

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

.3pp.i-ov. il,
if apj~roved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

pwvisiow of the city charter.

.4m.,Nn5,
0~

-1Passed by the City Council the
..... ...... day oU ...... ..............

19 7"

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its

............ ......
o -mb

Approved by me this..
~

........
( ...... - ... day of

. .....

$PI

Filed by me this .............
7-

...... day of-
........ ..........

D
...
eclie.

...
mb.ol

... ....... .......

(SEAL)

..day of

City Council.

City Comptroller and Cj4jMerk.



Office of the Mayor
V4eS U~-IM3~_,, ~441ayor

September 28, 1977

The Honorable John P. Harris
.Corporation Counsel
Ci-Ly of Seattle

Dear Mr. Harris;

f

In accordance with Section 4 of City Council Standard Operating
Proce0l.13--e 100-014, 1 have transmitted the various resolutions
and o--~-dinances needed to implement the Mayor's 1978 P-roposed
Budc~e~-- directly to the Seattle City Council for direct introduction
as E-vecutive Request legislation. These ordinances represent

r 4either major policy or approp i-ation issues.

Attached is a copy of the letter of transmittal to the City Council
as well as a copy of each ordinance and resolution transmitted
therewith. Please review the proposals and, if required, draft
the necessary legislation. I anticipate that the City Council
will also be sending these proposals to you for review and proper
drafting.

Because of the large number of proposals included in -this package,
I believe it might be helpful if I designated one member of my
staff to answer any questions you might have. This would be

Geor,ge Pernsteiner. It is very likely he will contact yo'c, with
~-,.ges to the property tax levy ordinance when the certification

of assessed valuation becomes available about October 17. That

particular piece of legislation must be passed by the City Council
no latr-~r than October 24.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Wes Uhl,~.ian

Mayor

By

Donald E. Stark
Budget Director

Honorable Sam Smith
Honorable Tim Hill
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Community Development
James Hornell, Director

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
~ N

~
~

~ ~ 1 j r T
1,

7
.

1
~ " ( I

September 26, 1977

Mr. Donald Stark, Budget Director

Office of Management and Budget
City of Seattle

SUBJECT:

01_Nu~~ 0i ~'
"

VURT

1978 Budget Request: Certificate Application Fee

Dear Mr. Stark:

One of the =Proram Plans identified by the Office of Urban Conservation for
1978 included t~e-institution of permit fees for Certificates of Approval in

special districts and for landmarks. Large quantities of time are now ex-

pended by special boards and by the Office of Urban Conservation staff in

processing these certificates, most of which is prerequisite to the issuance
.of a building permit by t-he Superintendent of Buildings. Our analysis indi-
cateS that 70% of the time of four staff members is expended in this adminis-
tration. Unlike the processing of building permits under the Building Ordi-

nance, DCD now makes no charge for the administrative costs for this pro-edure.
With the arowth of new development in existing districts and the initiation of

districts such as Ballard and the creation of numerous landmarks
under, the Seattle Landmarks Ordinance, the volume of Certificates of Approval
revie,,,.; is expected to grow substantially. It appears unreasonable to assume
that, this increasing burden can continue to be paid for out of the General
Fund.

Accordingly, we are attaching a proposed ordinance that institutes fees for
work on landmarks and in special districts which require Certificates of

Approval. The proposed ordinance differs from the proposal included in the
1978 budget narrative by establishing a sliding scale of fees related to the

estimated costs of projects. The anticipated revenue will therefore be

sli,'Phtly greater than the $4,550 per annum estimated in the 1978 budget re-

quest, producing greater revenue for the review of major projects. However,
it s!hooldl be noted that the Office of Urban Conservat

'

ion intends to propose
the of the Pioneer Square Historic District with the Pioneer Square
Sperial Review District in 1978, thereby reducing the number of necessary
prOject reviews for each project and eliminate the present necessity to have
CerLificates of Approval from each district for any one project.

Should these fees be acceptable to the City Council, we may anticipate several:

beneficial effects. The increasing] costly effort in reviewing pro4 ects fory T 'I

conformance to landmark criteria and for compliance with-SEPA will no longer
be exclusively reliant upon the General Fund. Equally important, the tendency
on the part of many developers and public agencies tG submit incomplete pro-
posals and to receive Certificates of Approval for a single project will be

discouraged. The present toleration for piecemeal review is unnecessarily

City of Seattle- Department of Community Deve~cpment, 306 Cherry Street, Seattle, Washington 98104 (206) 583-2730



P r
) Y ~ C, i c! ~ t d r

-

k

Septc-iber 26', 977~

Pa
ge,

Two

consumptive of the time of developers, special boards and the Office of Urban

Conservation staff. The initiation of fees will clearly be an inducement to

apply for fully developed proposals which will clearly result in much more

security and efficiency for developers.

It has been pointed out that the initiation of fees is of a piece with other
administrative reforms now being carried out by the Office of Urban Conserva-
tion. The merger of the Pioneer Square boards and the requirement to present
ceirplete proposals are two such reforms. The pending Standard Operating Pro-
ced-u're for Certificates of Approval has as one of its objectives the perfection
of a one-stop permit process and designates the Department of Buildings as the

entry point for applications in special districts. The attached ordinance re-

filects this objective by designating the Superintendent of Buildings as the

coordinator of these fees, although we believe it is important that these fees

p-c
4

~r~.dbe de to the Department of Community Development Operating Fund for

budget purposes.

We should point out that the review of projects in special districts often in-

volves lengthy consultation with Office of Urban Conservation staff and occa-

sio-,,ally as many as four reviews by boards or commissions at specified stages
in design development. The sliding scale for fees attempts to deal with the

varyi:rlq degrees of complexity 'represented by projects based on their estimated

consLr-uction costs. We anticipate that the fees required under this draft

ord-5:narce vlill reimburse OUC for up to 15% of the actual staff costs for each

.permit.

Director

-

4

James Hornell

JH:psv

cc: J. Peter Staten

Attachment



ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE establishing fees to be charged for applications

for Certificates of Approval required by ordinance for con-

struction in or alterations to properties lying within designated

landmark, historic or special review districts and to properties

dc-signated as Seattle landmarks.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That a fee shall be charged for applications

for Certificates of Approval required by Ordinance for construc-

tion in or alterations to properties lying within designated

landmark, historic or special review districts or involving

designated Seattle landmarks, as follows:

Cost- of construction up to and including,$1500 ..... $10.00 fee.

Above $1500 .................... $10.00 fee plus $10.00 for each

additional $5000 of construction up to a maximum fee of

$250.

Section 2. The required fee shall be collected by the

Superintendent of Buildings and deposited in the

Co-,imunity Development Operating Fund.

Section 3. Thirty (30) days ending



Your City, Seattle

Executive Department-Office of Management and Budget

Donald E. Stark, Director

Wes Uhlman, Mayor

November 15, 1977

T'!'v_-~ Honorable Sam Smith
C:it ty Council

City of Seattle

Attn: Barry Getzel

Re: CB 98926

Dear Councilman Smith;

Tt has been brought to my attention that minor adjustments to Council Bill
9692113 relating to fees for Certificates of Approval for construction or

al~~eration in historical- or special review districts should be made, to

effectively carry out the intent of the proposed legislation.
S'~Ci.f~Lca"Lly' I arl r(,~questing that New Sections 303-A, 303-B, and 303-C be
ainend.ed so that the Director of the Department of Community Development,
rather than Superil-;ten~-__Ient of Buildings collect the new fees.

These changes are requested in order to more accurately align departmental
responsibility for collecting the fee with that of issuing the Certificate
oF App,:oval. As c u i:ently structured, the legislation would involve the

Building Department -M c(-Alecting a fee for a review and approval process
cac.t- ied o,,it by the I-Department of Community Development. The proposed
change would cacrect Uhl_s, and give full responsibility to the Department

Community Dev;z-lop3-~,ent.

ThO specific changes necessary are as follows:

Page 7, lines 17 and 31 and page 8, line 14

reads:

. . . Superintendent of Buildings . . .

should read:

. . . Director, Department of Community Development . . .

Your assistance on this matter would be appreciated.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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