


RDINANCE relating to the regulation of public garagesand parkirg lots; a',-De~ndi.-la,- Sections 148-A and IAP-74 f
Ordina-lide 48022 (1-J, ces,se, :'ode) to revise requirements4 ux certain in.forlllia-_~J_Onal signs.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Sectilbn 1. As of November 1, 1977, Sections 148-A of

Ordinance----8022 (License Code), as last amended by Ordinance

77, is further amended to read as follows:

Section 148-A. (A) E,,,xcept, as otherwise provided in

su-bsectJ.ors (B) and (C) Section., it is unlawful for

Y to demand or collect ar.rv charge for parking or

keeping or storing any motor vehicle in any public

9,~,,rage or parking lot unless there is erected and maintained

each entrance to such public garage or parking

an-dards:

k-
:

the following info=--,alion and conforming to the following

a Permanent sign vi-hicb. adequate to apprise anyone

ering for the purpose of using such garage or parking lot

(a) The word "Park" or "Parking" shall be clearly

a-yed on the sign, and the true or assumed name of the

shall, when applying for a license or renewal thereof,

ertising. Any licc_~-nsee using a trade or assumed name

of the sign, and such signs shall contain no other

censee shall be clearly identified at the top or the

-purnish the Director with a certified copy of the filing

i the County Clerk show-JiLng such trade or assumed name.

Signs shall contain numbers and letters indicating

units and rate or rates for parking which are

feet; provided, that, if a rate charged for any time period

is higher than the rate usually charged for that time period

clearly readable and visible from a distance of fifty (50)



the higher rate shall be designated on a sign in letters and

3 !1.11size of the largest letter or numeral indicating the rate

21jnumbers not less than one and one-third (1-1/3) times the

5 ~e~cial rate is bein.g c.l..arged.

411usually charged, and the s ~gn shall clearly -indicate that

6

7

9

(c) Signs indicati-lig more than one rate and time

interval shall contain figures for each rate and time interval;

rates shall be listed with the shortest time interval on the

top and the all-day rate on the bottom.

12
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14

150

16

17
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20,

(d) Signs shall indicate any hours when the public

garage or parking lot is not open for public parking and

shall specify the night parking rate or weekend parking

when such rate(s) dif.;'_'cr Ifffrom regularly posted rates.

ate

(e) Signs shall indicate specific hours when a night

ra~te is applicable and/or specific days and hours when a

weekend rate is applicable.

,(f) If any rate other than an all-day rate is to be

charged, the maximum rate for all-day parking must be posted.

(h) The bott-on,, line of rate inforrr.,ation shall be at

least six (6) feet above the sidewalk level; 2rov~_ded that

may be lc~,,,enr i f r -~-- t- e in -fo rra `L- ion cannot bet, ob St ructed at

P,,n.v time.

29

30

31

32

ric) t

(B) As to indoor parking facilities, such signs shall

be required to be ere)ct(~-,d a-I

entrance thereof and mav alter-nati,,?-ely be erected and maintained

inside each entrance if:

(1) Such signs are clearly readable and visible from a

point within the indoor parking facility and from

which point a motor vehicle can immediately and

conveniently exit;
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(g) All numbers and letters on such signs shall be of

contrasting color to t.1-ic, background thereon.
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(2) Such signs conform to the standards set forth in

paragraphs (a) through SUL sect i~on (A)

(C) As to accessory parking facilities, such signs

vehicle which immediately exits following the

reading of such a sign.

to leave a.-fter reading the sign; and

(3) No charge is deman-".ed or collected for any motor

above, and in addition contain a statement indicating

the immedlate exit to be taken by a driver desiring

shall not be required to be maintained at or near the entrances

11~jthereof and may alte~-iatively be erected and maintained

w--:Lthin or immediately adjacent to each area in which motor

13 vehicles are parked, stored or kept if:

14 (1) Each such sign is clearly readable and visible

15 from all points within each such area; and

16 (2) Each such sign conforms to the standards set forth

17 in paragraphs (a) through (h) of subsection (A)

is above.

19 (D) It is un1awful for any person to demand or collect

a n "'r charge for the parking, keeping or storing of any moto

21 -~,,'ehicle in a public ga: age or parking lot in excess of the

221:1rates posted; provided, however, that the provisions of this

23 pertaining to the posting of parking rates shall not

:) 1Jy to rates which are determined by weekly, monthly, or

)Qer periods of time, or to rates determined by written

2~
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Section 2. As of November 1, 1977, Section 148-H of

ordinance 48022 (Lice.n.se Code) added thereto by ordinance

105177, is amended to read as follows:

Section 148-H. Each exit from a public garage or

parking lot shall.be clearlymarked.

H

Section 3. Any act pursuant to the authority

-3-
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

prior to the effective date of this ordinance is hereby

ratified and confirmed.

4
Section..

*

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the .......... ....... ~day of
.. ........

and signed by me in open session in authentication of-Its
pas~

...
I ...................... kmber

....... ... -- ...... ........ -.1 1977,

Approved by me this....,30 ........ day of .... ..........
I,

Filed by me this -_30-
- ~ ....... day of

... ...........
J%-vembe-r

......... ...........
is 7.9'

(SEAL)

Published
.... ...... -- ..................... .................... ..........

-4-
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Vour

Seattle

Department of Licenses and ConsumerAffairs

Audrey L Olson, Director

Wes Uhlman, Mayor

October 20, 1977

Randy Revelle, Chairperson
Public Safety and Justice Committee

Seattle City Council

Ilth,Floor Seattle Municipal Building

Seattle, Washington 98104

Via: Mayor Uhlman

Dear Councilman Revelle:

Current public garage rate posting requirements are posing immediate,

and,serious enforcement problems for this.Department. Of specific

concern are several technical requirements, such as Section 148-A(a)
of the License Code (Ordinance 48022) which specifies,that all numbers

and letters of rate and time units on parking garage entrance signs

must be the same height and of proportionate width. Although there--.

quirement ia clear, it has been misread by enforcement personnel and

licensees alike, and sign painters have on occasion made changes in

letter and numeral size for aesthetic or other reasons.. The result of

all this is that a significant number of signs, which are not deceptive
or misleading.in any way, are now found to not be in technical compliance

with ordinance requirements.

The purpose of such specific sign requirements was to preclude the use
and arrangement of information, including numbers and letters, in such

a manner that customers would be confused or that rates were misrep-

sented. -If the Department issues citations at this point and forces

compliance with-the letter of the law, many licensees will be forced to

spend significant amounts of money to change signs that are in no way
deceptive or misleading and which, conceivably, could be acceptable after,

review and action by the City Council-pursuant to License Code review of

parking garage sign requirements.

While License Code revision recommendations about the public garage pro-,

visions are scheduled for submission.in June 1978, the need for several

interim changes is critical, for the reasons stated above. Attached is

a draft ordinance which wouldamend public garage provisions to:

1. Allow rate signs to be posted at or near each entrance;

currently a sign must be posted at each entrance. The change would

legalize the practice of placing one complying rate sign between two0 .7

City of Seattle - Department of L"censes and Consumer Affairs, 102 Seattie,101unicipal Swiding, Seattle, Washington 96104, (206) 625-2606



Letter_,to' ,
:

Randy Revelle, Cnairperson
Public Safety and Justice Committee October 20, 1977

entrances as long as it is readily visible and readable from each of

the entrances. (Section 148-A).

2. Eliminate the requirement that the word "park" or "parking"

be positioned at the very top of the rate sign. This change would

legalize those signs where "parking" is clearly marked but placed in

a lover position on the sign. (Section 148-A(a))

3. Eliminate the requirement that letters and numerals on entrance

rate signs all be the same height and of proportionate width. This

would legalize those signs where-a rate is indicated as $175 instead of

$1.75, and/or where a time interval is stated as "lst Hour" instead.of

"lST HOUR."(Section 148-A(b))

4. Eliminate certain notice requirements for event parking where

the parking charge is higher than the usual rate, including deletion of

requirements that the specific date and hours-of applicability be stated,

that the special rate be posted for at least 8 hours before it is

applicable, and that it be designated by the words "Special Rate" rather

than by allowing other more descriptive words, such as "Game Parking."

(Section 148A(b)

5. Eliminate the requirement that the bottom of entrance rate signs

must be at least 6 feet above the.sidewalk level, to allow signs to be

placed lower so long as they cannot be obstructed, and to otherwise-re-

quire-that'-.the bottom line of rate information must be at least 6 feet

abovesidevalk level.This change would legalize signs where, because of

design or space concerns, the sign extends to the ground althotigh rate

information is high enough to be readable and visible. (Section 148;-A~h))

6. Eliminate the requirement that exit signs must be at least 6

feet off the ground and readable and visible from 50 feet. This change

would legalize exit markings on the ground or floor.(Section 148-HI)

While there may be some concern that parking lot operators will rush out

and change signs to reflect these less specific rate sign standards, it

is doubtful that this would occur because of the cost of redoing signs

and the realization that any lowering of rate sign standards would result

in even tighter regulation and the necessity to again redo the signs.

Your early actidn on this proposal would be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Audrey Ll~ Olson

Director

ALO:SM:mam

Enclosure

-2-
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DRAFT

10-18-77

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to public parking garage signs; and amending

Sections 148-A and 148-H of ordinance 48022 (License Code).

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. As of November 1, 1977,Section 148-A of Ordinance 48022

(License Code), as last amended by Ordinance 105177, is further amended

to read as follows:

Section 148-A. It is unlawful for any person to demand or collect

any charge for parking or for keeping or storing any motor vehicle in

any public garage or parking lot unless there is erected and maintained

at or near each entrance to such public garage or parking lot a permanent

sign which shall be adequate to apprise anyone entering for the purpose

of using such garage or parking lot of the following information and

conforming to the following standards:

(a) The word "Park" or "Parking" shall be clearly displued on the

sign, and the true or assumed name of the licensee shall be clearly

identified at the top or the bottom of the sign, and such signs shall

contain no other advertising. Any licensee desiring to use a trade or

assumed name shall, when applying for a license or renewal thereof, furnish

the Director with a certified copy of the filing with the County Clerk

showing such trade or assumed name.

(b) Signs shall contain numbers and letters indicating the time

units and rate or rates for parking which are clearly readable and

visible from a distance of fifty (50) feet; provided, that, if a rate

charged for any time period or periods is higher than the rate usually

charged for said time period or periods the same shall be designated on a

sign in letters and numbers not less than one and one-third (1-1/3) times

the size of the largest letter or numeral indicating the rate usually

charged, and the si gn shall clearly indicate that a special rate is being

charged.



(c) Signs indicating more than one rate and time interval shall

contain figures for each rate and time interval; rates shall be listed

with the shortest time interval on the top and the all-day rate on the

bottom.

(d) Signs shall indicate any hours when the public garage or

parking lot is not open for public parking and shall specify the night

parking rate or weekend parking rate when such rate(s) differ from

regularly posted rates.

(e) Signs shall indicate specific hours when a night rate is

applicable and/or specific days and hours when a weekend rate is applicable.

(f) If any rate other than an all-day rate is to be charged, the

maximum rate for all-day parking must be posted.

(g) All numbers and letters on such signs shall be of a contrasting

color to the background thereon.

(h) The bottom line of rate information shall be at least six (6) feet

akove the sidewalk level; provided that it may be lower if rate information

cannot be obstructed at Ana time~ Provided. further, that as to indoor

parking facilities, such signs shall not be required to be erected and

maintained at or near each entrance thereof and may alternatively be

erected and maintained inside each entrance if:

(1) Such signs are clearly readable and visible from a point

within the indoor parking facility and from which point a

motor vehicle can immediately and conveniently exit;

(2) Such signs conform to the standards set forth in paragraphs

(a) through (g) above, and in addition contain a statement

indicating the immediate exit to be taken by a driver desiring

to leave after reading the sA:gn
and

(3) No charge is demanded or collected for any motor vehicle which

immediately exits following the reading of such a sign.

Provided further, that as to accessory parking facilities, such signs shall,

not be required to be maintained at or near the entrances thereof and may



alternatively be erected and maintained within or i:mmediately

adjacent to each area in which motor vehicles are Parked, stored or kept

(1) Each such sign is clearly readable and visible from all

points within each such area; and

(2) Each such sign conforms to the standards set forth in

paragraphs (a) through(h) above.

It is unlawful for any person to demand or collect any charge for the

parking, keeping or storing of any motor vehicle in a public garage or

parking lot in excess of the rates posted; provided, however, that the

provisions of this section pertaining to the posting of parking rates

shall not apply to rates which are determined by weekly, monthly, or

longer periods of time, or to rates determined by written contract.

Section 2. As of November 1,1977, Section 148-H of Ordinance 48022

(License Code), as added by Ordinance 105177, is amended to read as follows:

Section 148-H. Each exit from a public garage or parking lot shall

be.clearly marked.

Section 3. Any act pursuant to the authority and prior to the

effective date of this ordinance is hereby ratified and confirmed.

Section 4. (30-day ending)



Sections Pertaining to Employment Agencies are repealed by Ordinance No. 97857,
118 to approved June 18, 1969.

129

Sections Pertaining to Steam Engineers and Boiler Firemen (See Pamphlet)I

130 to

145

FLOWER 72100RIS LXCENSE: Repealedby Ord. 106007,
eff. March 1, 1977.

- PUBLIC GARAGES

app. Novwnher 29, 1976;

Sec, tion The te--,m"public garage or parking lot"', as used in this ordinance, shall
146 be dee-med to include any room, building, shed, enclosure, outdoor space,

un.covered plot, lot, parcel, - rd, or other place open to the public,L Ya
where motor vehicles are parked, stored or kept, and a charge is made for
such parking, storing, or keeping. (.Am.Ord.!.Olv-~-,011',app.Feb. 27, 1975)

The term "indoor parking f acillity"., as used in this or dinance, shall be
deemed to include any public garage or parking lot in which all of the

motor vehicles are parked, stored or kept indoors.

Theterm "accessory parking facility", as used in this ordinance, shall be
deemed to include any public garage or parking lot, not more than 4,000 square
feet in size, to which there are multiple entrances, and 7'n or upon which
the parlciriz,, storage and keepiag of motor vehicles is accessory to another
business conducted on such public garage or parking lot premises. (Added by
Ordinance 105177, app. December 18, 1975)

11277A - 55 - 48022



Section (e) Signs shall indicate speciffic hours when a night rate is applicable
148-A

,
and/or specif-, lays and hours when a weekend ~e,i_s applicabl6..

(Cont'd)

(f)"If any rate other than an all-day rate is to be charged, the maximum
rate for all-day parking must be posted.

(g) All n~xnbers and letters on such signs
to the background thereon.

shall be of a contrasting color

(h) The bottom of such signs shall be not-less than six,(6) feet above the
sidewalk level.

Provided, that as to indoor parkllng facilities, such signs shall not be
recruired to be erected and maintained at each entrance thereof and may
alternatively be erected and maintained inside each entrance if:

(1) such signs are clearly readable and visible from a point within the
indoor parking facility and from which point a motor vehicle can
immediately and comieniently exit;

(2) such signs conform to the standards set forth in paragraphs (a)

through (q) above, and in addition contain a statement indicating the
immediate exit to be taken by a driver desiring to leave after reading
the sign; and

no charge is demanded or collected for any motor vehicle which immediately
exits following the reading of such a sign.

Provided further, that as to accessory parking facilities, such signs shall
not be required to be maintained at the entrances thereof and may alternatively
he erected and maintained within or i-mmediately adjacent to each area in which
motor vehicles are parked, stored or kept if:

(1) each such sign is clearly readable and visible from all points within each
such area; and

each such sign confor--as to the standards set forth in paragraphs (a)

through (h) above .

It is unlawful for any person to demand or collect any charge for the parking,
keeping or storing of any motor vehicle in a public garage or parking lot in
excess of the rates posted; Provided, however, that the provisions of this
section pertaining to the posting of parking rates shall not apply to rates
which are determined by weekly, monthly, or longer periods of time, or to
rates determined by %~rritten contract.(Added by Ord.91059,app.April 11, 1962;

Am.Ord.104297,app.E~'eb.27,1975;Am.ord.105'IL77,app.Dec.18,1975)

Section It is unlawful to demand or collect any charge for the parking, keeping or
148-b storing of any motor vehicle in a public garage or parking lot unless there

is posted and maintained unon the premises of said public garage or parking
lot at or near each place of payment, a public notice approved by the
Director of Licenses and Consumer Affairs. Such notice shall contain the

following public convenience information:

(a) The name and phone number of the licensee and the street address of the

garage or lot;

(b) Parking rates posted in the same order as listed on the parking sign;

(c) The appropriate locations for making payment;

55-b 48022



Section For pur-poses of interpreting Sections 148-a through 148-e of this ordinance,
148-f the term-s -"aac employee", or "contractor" hall inclqde but not be

limi
-

ted to any person, firm, partnership, or corporation immobilizing
vehicles on public garage or parking lot premises or removing vehicles from

public garage or par%inq lot premises with the express, implied, written,
or unwritten permission of the licensee, whether for compensation by wage,
salary', piece rate, commission or not at all.(Added by Ord.104297,app.February
27,1975)

1:~ect4on In addition to such other grounds as may be provided in this ordinance for

148-g refusal to issue, revocation or suspension of the license required by
Section 147 hereof, the Director of Licenses-ard consumer Afiairs may refuse
to issue, or may revoke or suspend such license upon a finding that a licensee
has by defraud or misrepresentation, violated any provision of this ordinance
or any other law, ordinance., rule or regulation.(Added by ordinance 104297,
approved February 27,1975)

Section Each exit from a public garage or parking lot shall be marked by a permanent
148-h sign, clearly visible and readable from a distance of fifty (50) feet, and

not less than six (6) feet above the sidewalk level.(Added by Ord.105177,
approved December 18,1975)

Section It is unlawful to demand or collect-any charge for the parking, keeping or
148-1 storing of any motor vehicle in any public garage or parking lot in which

motor vehicles park in numbered stalls, payments are placed in correspondingly
numbered slots, and receipts are not dispensed to patrons, unless the numbers
marked on the parking stalls are clearly readable by persons parking therein.
(Added by Ord.105177,approved December 18,1975)

Sect~,oa Gasoline Stations - Ordinance Repealed by Ordinance No. 104345, approved
149 March 12, 1975.

150 and

151



css 20
.

14
The City of Seattle-Legislative Depeirtment

MR. PRESIDENT:

Your Committee on PUBLIC SAFETY AND JUSTICE

to whicb was referred C.B. 98939

Date ReporW

and AdoptW

NOV 2 8 19f17

R,,~Iating to the regulation of public garages and parking lots,

anie-im-,Mg Sections 148-A and 148-H of Ordinance 48022 (Li-

cense C-3de) to revise requirements for certain informational

signs.

RECOMMEND THAT THE SAME DO PASS

............. ....... ---- ------ ................... ........ ---------------
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................. - ....................................... ...... -- ................. ....................

- .......... - .................................. ...................... ........ ............... -

.............. ....................... I ........................................ ........... ...... ---

......................................... ....... ...... I ........

........................ ...... --------

Committ"



tonAffi"davit of Publicat,

STATE OF WASHINGTON
v _"KING COUN -Sa.

on oath states thr~t he is an

authorized Daily Journz' Df Commerce,

V-' t
r-,~~wsp~~,per_~vv ~~-)er is a lel~_:~,`

7a dai!'~

of ar-d T-ias c~-n for r,.orea
,.

ii is now
T r

-

'j

thar E,!,:x date of p-,~,,bl

'

-~ e:-
I

I
;_ered to,

-

-1
-

-i 11 'De_11C~_~ -P
--

1
;-)

3

-s1

-
"I

-

as a lwVv
d

'r, "v I
ri

-j,
~'ine 7ivas prin~e in

office ~,,t the aion~~Laid p?ace of publication of

this nev~sp'ape;r Tbe Daily J'Quyl' of Commerce was on the

12th dav Df Jare, 1941. npp-rovc.d as a legal newspaper by

the Su,,--ierior Coun-t of Kirm-o~ County.

The notice in 0--e exact form annexed, was published in.

regular of 'I'he 77),aVy Journal of Commerce, Which was

regulaTI.-v distrftl-~_;ted te, its during the below

stated
per-I'l-od.

T'qe annexed notice, a .. ...... _ ------- ---------------

Ord 1 No. '11,06967

............................... .......... -- ------ ------ ........ -------- ------- -- -----------------------

.............. ............... _ ............ ...... ...... ...... __-_.__--_- ------ -------

I' ) 7 7
was published on ....

....... I ............ ------------------------

---- I .................. ___- ... ....... ...... _ .................... -- ........

........................... ............. --- --- ..................... - ............... ...... - ----------- -

..............
.........

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

e,f~e-,iiber 3 1977
.................. ........................

--------------_-----_ _ ....... z~ .......... - ................

...........

Notary Public for the State of Washington,
residing In Seattle.
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