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Mayor Nickels names new police oversight auditor 

 

SEATTLE – Mayor Greg Nickels today appointed former Judge Michael Spearman as 
Auditor for the Office of Professional Accountability, part of a system of police oversight 
expanded last year.  

Spearman was a King County Superior Court judge from 1993 to 2007. He is a mediator 
and arbitrator at Judicial Dispute Resolution, providing services in all types of civil 
matters, ranging from personal injury to medical malpractice to family law matters to 
citizen complaints against Seattle Police Department officers.  

“Judge Spearman is an excellent fit for this important position,” said Nickels. “He has the 
integrity, temperament and reputation to continue making a great department even 
better.” 

“I am honored to be appointed to this position,” said Spearman. “I look forward to 
working with the OPA Director Kathryn Olson and the members of the Review Board to 
ensure an open and fair accountability process for Seattle’s police officers and the 
citizens they serve.” 
 
The three parts of Seattle’s police oversight include: the OPA Auditor, the OPA Director, 
and the OPA Review Board (OPARB). The OPA Auditor’s position was expanded last 
year after the mayor’s Police Accountability Review Panel called for 29 changes to 
Seattle’s police accountability system, including an enhanced role for the Auditor.   
 
The Auditor recommends to the OPA Director when the Director should investigate a 
complaint further and may also require additional investigation under certain 
circumstances.  The OPA Auditor audits any and all OPA records to review them for 
thoroughness, fairness and timeliness.   
 
The Auditor is appointed by the Mayor and subject to confirmation by the City Council.  
Former US Attorney Katrina Pflaumer currently holds the OPA Auditor position; past 
OPA Auditors also included former Judge Terrance Carroll.  
 
The OPA Auditor serves a three year term and may be reappointed to two subsequent 
three year terms by the Mayor, subject to City Council confirmation.           
 
Get the Nickels Newsletter and the mayor’s inside view on transportation, public safety, 
economic opportunity and healthy communities.  Sign up at mayor.seattle.gov 
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