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Ordinance No._ 2501

AN ORDINANCE relating to and levying
an excise tax in accordance with
RCW Chapter 35.95 for the support
of the public transportation system
of the City; defining offens2s and
prescribing penalties.
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ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE relating to and levying an excise tax in accordance with
RCW Chapter 35.95 for the support of the public transportation
system of the City; defining offenses and prescribing penalties,
BE IT ORDAISED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The following terms, however used or referred to
in this ordinance, shall have the following meanings, unless a differcent
meaning is required by the context:
(1) "Person' means any individual, firm, partnership, corpora-
tion, company, association, joint stock association, school district
or political subdivision of the state, fraternal, benevolent, religious
or charitable society, club or orgamization, and shall include any
trustee, receiver, assignee, Or other person acting in a similar repre-
sentative capacity, but shall not include the United States or the

State of Washington.

L

(2) "Housing unit" means a building or portion thereof designed
for or used as the residence or living quarters of one or mere persons
living together, or of one family.

Section 2. That as of November 1, 1959 there is hereby levied
upon all persons within the (ity of Seattle served by and billed for
lighting and power services of the City's Department of Lighting, an
excise tax in the amounts and in the manner as follows:

(L) As to each such person occupying a housing unit, the sum
of $1.00 per month; provided that the tax imposed shall not exceed
$1.00 per month for each housing unit; provided further that where
the occupant or terant of a housing unit is not billed for lighting
and power service furnished by the City's lLighting Department to such
housing unit, ihe person who is billed for such service shall be

deemed to be served and billed therefor, and shall be billed and pay
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the excise tax herein levied as to each and every such housing unit] provided
further that as to each such person who is the head of the household, and &5 years
of age or older, and receiving Washington State old age assistance, the amount of
such tax shall be fifty cents (50.50).
(2) As to each such person engaged in business and having one or more
employees, a sum as follows:
a) persons having at least ome, but not more than five employees,
the sum of $2.00 per month;
b) persons having at least six, but not more than ten employees, the
sum of $5.00 per momth;
¢) persons having af least eleven but not more than twenty-five employees,
the sum of $10.6° per nonth;
a; persons having &t east twenty-six, but not more than fifty employees,
the sum of $20.0¢ per month;
e) persons having 2 ,east fifty-one, but mot more than one hundred
employees, the su= of $135.00 per month;
f) persons having a least one hundred one, but not more than two
hundred fifty emmloyees, the sum of $60.00 per month;
g) persons haviag at least two hundred fifty-one, but not more
than five hundred employees, the sum of $100.00 per month;
h) persons having = least five hundred one, but not more than
seven hundred fifty employees, the sum of $150.00 per month;
i) persons having at least seven hundred fifty-one, but not more
than one thousand employees, the sum of $200.00 per monin;
j) persons having one thousand one Or mMOIF employees, the sum

of $250.00 per month.

o A



For the purpose of computing the amount of the tax to be paid
by any such person, the number of ¢mployees shall be the lLowest
number of employees on the employer's payroll on any regularly
schedv ied working day during the immediately preceding calendar year.

Section 3. The excise tax levied herein shall be computed and
5illed by the City Comptroller through an interdepartmental arrange-
ment with the Superintendent of Lighting and shall be separately
designated and identified on the Light billing as a tax to be used
sclely for the operation, maintenance, and capital needs of the public
t-ansportation system of the City; and such tax shall be due and
payable to the CZity Treasurer as stated in such billing.

Section 4. The proceeds from the excise tax herein levied
shall pe appropriated and used by the City only for the operation,
maintenance, and capital needs of the public transportation system
«f the City.

Section 5., No funds derived from the excise tax herein levied
shall, for any purpose whatsoever, be classified as or comstitute
income, earnings, or revenue of the public transportation system of
the City nor of any other public utility owned and operated by the
City; nor shall such funds constitute or be classified as any part
of the rate structure or rate charged for anmy such public utility.

Section 6. The City Comptroller shall have the power, and
it shall be his duty, from time to time, to adopt, publish and enforce
rules and regulations not inconsistent with this ordinance or with
law for the purpose of carrying out the provisions nereof, including
the duty ana authority to prescribe and issue appropriate forms for
determination and declaration of the appropriate business tax classi-

fication.
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergenc

Section 7. It shall be unlawful for auyone to falsify or fail to

furnish information reasonably required by the City Comptroller in the enforcement

of tkis ordinance, or to fail or refuse to pav the excise tax levied by this

ordinance. Upon conviction of any violacion of this sectiom, the offender shall

be subject to a fine of not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).

Section 7A. The provisions of this ordinance cshall cease to be effective

on December 31, 1972.

r its passage and

Section _ This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty davs from and ab
approval, if approved by the Mavor: otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the
provisions of the city charter.
\ * %
g Aue L
Passed by the City Council the / I day of UEUI 196 /
and signed by me in open session in authentication of its p ssage this / / dav of
: ¢ i 7 /. - ) \" f . '
August ,196°]. 17 7 AN, T CAL U,
President of the City Council
' yonet G
Approved by me this / L day of e i 196 /,
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NE 206 TELEPHONE %83.23
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Committee of the whole
City Council

Seattle
Honorable Members:

In accordance with your request by letter dated July 16,
i969 and the recommendations of the Budget Director in his letter
of July 31, 1969, we have prepared and forward bherewith in bill
form for your consideration, prop:sed legislation levying an excise
tax for the support of the public transportation system of the City.

Because of substantial difficulties arising from the recom-
nded definition of "employees" based on number of hours worked,
have, after discussion with the Budget Director, provided that the
number of employees of an employer is to be computed for purposes of
the tax on the basis of the lowest number of employees on the
employer's payroll on any regularly scheduled working day during the
{mmecdiately preceding calendar year.

K

we

Wwe have further, as a practical means of enforcument and in
accordance with Article IV § 25 of the City Charter which requires
that every ordinance prohibiting or requiring any act or omission
impose @ penalty, provided a penalty for failure to furnish required
information or pay the tax levied. Such penalty has been set at a
fine of not to exceed $100. 00, and such amount is a matter for your

legislative consideration.

Yours very truly,

A. L. NEWBOULD
Corporation Counse 1

F)y & .
JAMES M, TAYLOR
Assistant
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MR. PRESIDENT:

THE CITY OF SEATTLE--LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

Date Reported
and Adopted

. A

Your COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

to which was referred C.B. 89599

Felating to and levying an excise tax in accordance with RCW Chapter 35.95
for the support of the publiic transportation system of the City; defining
offenses and prescribing penalties,
recommends that Section 2, Item No. 1 of C.B. 89599 be amended by deleting the period (.)
at the end of the first line at the top of Page No. 2, and Iinserting in lieu thereof &

semi-colon (:) and then add the following words: provided further that as to each such

person who is the head of the household, and 65 years of age or older, and receiving

Washington State old age assistance, the amount »f such tax shall be fifty cents (50.50).
Lng ge a

And further recommends that C.B. 89599 be further amended by adding a new Section No. 7-A
on Page Ne. 4 reading as follows:

The provisions of this ordinance shall cease to be effective on

December 31, 1972.

And that when s

amended THE SAME DO PASS.

Vot

Chairman

WCH:aw - 8/12/69
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the excise tax herein levied as to each and every such housing unit,

(2) As to each such person engaged in business and having

one or more employees, a sum as follows:

a)

b)

c)

d)

£)

g)

h)

i)

i)

persons having at least one, but not more than
five employees, the sum ol $2.00 per month;
persons having at least six, but not more than

ten employees, the sum of $5.00 per month;

persons having at least eleven but not more than
twenty-five employees, the sum of $10,00 per
month;

persons heaving at least twenty-six, but not more
than fifty employees, the sum of $20.00 per month;
persons having at least fifty-one, but not more
than one hundred emplioyees, the sum of $35,00 per
month;

persons having at least one huadred one, but not
more than two hundred fifty employees, the sum of
$60.00 per month;

persons having at least two hundred fifty-one, but
not more than five hundred employees, the sum of
$100.00 per month;

persons having at least five hundred one, but not
more than seven hundred fifty employces, the sum of
$150.,00 per month;

persons having at least seven hundred fifty-one, but
not more than one thousand employees, the sum of
$200,00 per month;

persons having one thousand one or more employees,

the sum of $250,00 per month.

T T
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Frorgenc

Section 7. It shall be unlawful for anvone to falsify or fail te
furnish information reasonably required by the City Comptroller in the enforcement
of this ordinance, or to fail or refuse to pay the excise tax levied by .=f
ordinance. Upon conviction of any violation of this section, the o fender shall

be subject to a fine f not to exceed One Hundred Doliars (5100.00)

provisions of the city charter.
Passed by the City Council the day of 196
and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this dav of
. 196
President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of . 196

Mavor.

Filed by me this day of . 196

Attest
City Comptroller and City Clerk.

(SEAL)

Published Deputy Clerk.

Section 8 . This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty davs from and after its passage and
approval, if approved by the Mavyor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

e



