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oRpINANCE wo. DO447

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the dredging of deposits from
the Connecticut Street Trunk Sewer Outfall, appropri-
ating meney therefor, and declaring the emergency
making necessary such appropriation.

EE IT OHDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1, That the Board of Public Works be and £t
is hereby authorized and directed to incur an indebtedness
againet the Emergency Fund not to exceed the sum of Five
Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($5,250.00) for the pur-
pose of dredging the deposits from the Connecticut Street
Trunk Sewer Outfall, and that the sum of Five Thousand Two
'hundred Fifty Dollars ($5,250.00), or sc muech thereof as
may he-neoeauany. be and the same is hereby appropriated
from the Emergency Fund for such purpose,

Section 2. WHEREAS, the above appropriation is to
meet actual necessary expenditures of the City Engineer's
Department for which no appropriation has been made, due

to causes which could nct reasonably have been foreaeen at

the time of making the 1936 Budget, How, Therefore,



Section 3. In accordance with the provisions of Rem.
Rev. Stat. Sections 9000-19, by reason of the facts set
forth in this ordinance and the emergency which is hereby
declared to exist, this ordinance shall become effective
immediately upon spproval or signing of the same by the
Mayor, or the passage of the same over his veto as pro-

vided by the Charter of the City.

Passed by unanimous vote of the City Couneil the

@ day of JULY , 1936, and signed

by me in open session in authentication of its passage
this b day of JULY » 1936,

%ﬁ”éz{}ﬂ e

Frealdent of the City Counecil. |

Approved by me this _ E day of JULY y 1936
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==

Mayor.

Filed by me this ) day of JULY , 1936.

Attests

City Gnmptruller and ex-o0fficio
City Clerk.

-

( SEAL) By

Degputy Clerk.

Fubliahed
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JOHM A. LOGAM
EITY ATTORNEY A.C. VAN SOELEM,CORPORATION COUNSEL
ERUCE MacOOUSALL
July 1, 1936

He: Removal of deposits in
Connacticut Streat Water-
way caused by sawar outfall.

Mr. Davlid E, Lockwood, Chairman,
Finance Committee, City Counecil,
Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir:

You request to be advised if the City is legally bound
to dredge at the sewer outfall in Connecticut Street, and, if
s0, whether the Clty may be compelled to dredge to any specific
dapth.

From the latter of the City Engineer accompanying wyour
request and additional informeation obtained from the Engineering
Department, we lesarn that the sewer outfall is loeated at the
and of a pler, almost at the outer harbor line, and is carriesd
to that point on piling supports of the pler abutting the street
and waterway. The waterway end tideland street furnish access
to the plers for vessels from the waters of Puget Sound. The
Plers are owned by the Fort of Seattle, which is now asking that
the City do this dredging. ¥rom soundings made by the Englneer-
ing Department, the street and waterway are filled to a certain
extent, the point of filling not being indisated, but presumably
it is at the entrance to the waterway and for scme distance on
each side of the entrance. In any event, it seems to be of such
a nature that the access to the waterway and tideland streat and
abutting plers is impaired thereby. It likewizse seems to be
assumed that the disoharge from the sewer is responsible In some
manneyr for the accumulated deposita,

If it is a fact that discharge from the City sewer is
rasponsible for the deposits and that they impede and interfere
with entrance to and use of the plers, there 1s no guestion but
that the City can be held legally rasponsible therefor to one
showing special damage or injury thereby. A ruling to that
affeact was made by a former Corporation Counsel in a similar
cage relating to the sewer discharge at the foot of Lander
Strest (Op. 293, Feb. 20, 1918). That opinion states:




LAW DEFARTMENT—THE CITY OF SEATTLE

Mr. David E. Lockwood === 2. 7/1/36

nThe authorities are to the effact that a city
is liable for damagés arising on account of the
deposits from i1ts sewer system if such deposlits are
permitted o accumulate in quantities gufficient to
obatruct navigation, thersby impairing the use of
docks, provided the injury sustained is peouliar to
the party claiming damages, WAL .

We balleve that this sorrectly states the law, and we

alsc bellieve +hat the owner of the pler to which water ingress
or egress 18 impaired guffers an injury not common to the pub-
1ic using the waterway, and therafore mAY require the gity to

do the dredging or respond in damages for failure to do 80.

Ap to the depth of the dredging opsratlion, undoubtedly
it should be of guch depth as will place the channel in condi-
tion to be used DY yesssls of such araft as are likely to sesk

acosss to the plers.
We return perewith letter of the City Englneer of June

24, 1936, and latter of the Ganeral Manager and Chief Engineer
of the Port of geattle, of May 2, 1936, which accompanled your

ragquest.
Yours very truly,

A. C. VAN SOELENW
Corporation Counsel

mNo. A. H
Assistant
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DEFARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS OF

THE CITY OF SEATTLE

OFFICE OF CITY EMGINEER

JHGMH—E.&E‘MM‘LUM
- . —— June 24, l936.
InRe: Heguest off Fort of Seattle,
W.0,.Bickford Manager & Chiefl
Engineer, that City dredge
area affected by trunk Sewer.

Honorable Streets & Sewers Commi ttee
and

ilonoraple Finance Commi tiee

of the City Councll,

Seattle, Washington

Gentlemen:

Under date of May 2, 1936, thiere Was submitted to the City Engi-
neer a letter from the Tort of Seattle calling attention to the fact that
the deposits from the Connecticut Street sewer have filled in the siip
on the south side of the Connecticut St, pier, snd reguesiing that the
City dredge out this material.

This reguest of the rort of Seattle is based on the faot that
they have leased this pier to the Coast Guard and find that the depth of
water has been so materially decreased, due to deposlits from the trunk
sewer, that the Coast Guard Tinds it impossible to berth their boats at
this location.

This trunk sewer was bullt originally in 1808, before any ma-
terial improvements existed on this property. In 1912, the City did s me
recons truction work on this trunk sewsr apd in 1913 the then owners (The
Seattle Construction & Dry Dock Co.) reguested the City to do =ms dredg-
ing, as the deposits from the sewer were interfering with the omeration
of the wharf. Again in Degember 1926, en additional amount was appro=
priated by the City for dredging and repalr work. The Port of Seattle,
the present omers, are nNow asking that the City redredge the areas ad-
jacent to the pler on acocount of the large amount of deposit resulting
from the discharge of the sewer.

In studying this request, the City Engineer has had the necessary
soundings made and proper computations to indiocate the amoun: of materlial
that it will be necessary %o remove. The amount of material so indicated
shows that 15,000 ocu. yds. will have to be removed in order to restore
the watermay to its previous depth. The best information that we can
obtain on the cost of this work is that it will cost not less than 35¢
per cu. yd., which would make & total sum of $5,250.00 necessary to ap-
propriate.

Wle therefore recommend that the Gity Council arrange to provide
this sum as early as practicable. The Port authorities are insistent

thet action be teken.
Respectfully submitted,

ﬂ-ﬂf' N,4.CARLE,
OAP D City Enginser.
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Seattle, Washington

Dear Sir: Attantion: Iir. 2. Frencli Chase,
Sanltery sngineer

Regarding your letter of April 17, 1936 in
whieh you acknowledge receipt ol our letter of April
1, 1936, calling to your ettention the fact that the
deposits from the Connecticut Street sewer have filled
in the slip on the south side of Connectlicut Siree
pier to such an extent that it is no longer possible
for the Coast Guard to berth boats on that slde.

e have been informed by Lir. Chase that
you have sounded this slip and now have a complete set
of soundings along this berth. ia. Chase asked that
we determine to what depth this material should be
removed, Our rirst thought in this matter was that ir
the material were removed down to a depth of -34%, City
Datum, that would allow epproximately 20 ft. ol water
at low tide, which would be ample for the Coast Guard
boats. However, the Coast Guard arrangement may or
may not be temporary and possibly in the near future
we would be wanting to berth the segular boats that
ply in end out of Atlantic St. Terminal along the edge
ol that pler. e now ask that the City dredge this
slip to the point where we will have 30 Tect ol watler
at low tide, or to -47, City Datun.

GCenaral .erager and
GIT:J Chielf Engineer




