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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE* 

 

Department: Contact Person/Phone: Executive Contact/Phone: 

Seattle Department of 

Transportation 

Margo Polley/206-684-8329 Ann Gorman/ 206-615-0190 

 

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as 

introduced; final legislation including amendments may not be fully described. 

 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Department of Transportation; 

amending Section 11.16.312 of the Seattle Municipal Code to adjust Vanpool Parking Permit 

Fees.   

 

Summary and background of the Legislation: Current on-street Carpool Permit fees are set at 

$600 per quarter in the downtown core, and $300 per quarter outside of the core.  They are 

intended to equal or approach the market rate for off-street parking.  Carpool rates were last 

adjusted in 2009, but Vanpool Permit fees were not. Vanpool Permit fees are $5 per quarter, a 

fees that does not cover the cost of administration, let alone approach market rate. The City does 

not prioritize long-term vehicle storage in areas of commercial/retail activity and high parking 

demand.  Over time, SDOT intends that on-street carpool and vanpool parking transition to off-

street facilities.  For Vanpool Permits the proposal is to increase the fee successively in each 

year: in 2017 to $200 per quarter in the downtown core and $100 outside the core; in 2018 to 

$400 per quarter in the downtown core and $200 per quarter outside the core; and in 2019 to 

$600 per quarter in the downtown core and $300 outside the core.  Vanpool Permit fees will be 

equivalent to the on-street Carpool Permit fees by 2019.  The fee changes will take place on 

January 1 each year.   

 

SDOT currently issues Vanpool Permits to 38 vanpools that would be affected by this fee 

increase.  The increased fee would result in about $27k additional revenue to the Carpool Cost 

Center, if all vanpools remain in the program. SDOT recognizes that this fee change could result 

in reduction of vanpools parking on-street, which would reduce the annual revenue estimate.   

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 

____ This legislation creates, funds, or amends a CIP Project.  

 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

_X_ This legislation has direct financial implications.  
 

Estimated $ Expenditure 

change: 

General Fund $ Other $ 

2017 2018 2017 2018  

0 0 $27,000 $55,000 
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Estimated $ Revenue change:  

(exclude internal city 

transfers/payments)  

Revenue to General Fund Revenue to Other Funds 

2017 2018 2017 2018 

  $27,000 $55,000 

Positions affected: 

No. of Positions Total FTE Change 

2017 2018 2017 2018 

0 0 0 0 

 

3.a. Appropriations 

 

_ X_ This legislation adds, changes, or deletes appropriations.  
 

Fund Name and 

number 

Dept Budget Control 

Level Name/#* 

2017 

Appropriation 

Change 

2018 Estimated 

Appropriation  

Change 

Transportation 

Operating Fund 

(10310) 

SDOT Carpool Cost 

Center/BT9CSTCT

P 

$27,000 $55,000 

TOTAL   $27,000 $55,000 

*See budget book to obtain the appropriate Budget Control Level for your department. 

 

Appropriations Notes: 

 

3.b. Revenues/Reimbursements 

 

_X__ This legislation adds, changes, or deletes revenues or reimbursements.  
 

Anticipated Revenue/Reimbursement Resulting from this Legislation:  

 

Fund Name and 

Number 

Dept Revenue Source 2017 

Revenue  

2018 

Estimated 

Revenue 

Transportation 

Operating Fund 

(10310) 

SDOT  Vanpool Fees $105,396 $ 55,000 

TOTAL   $105,396 $55,000 

 

Revenue/Reimbursement Notes: 

 

3.c. Positions 

 

____ This legislation adds, changes, or deletes positions.  
 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

 

a) Does the legislation have indirect or long-term financial impacts to the City of Seattle 
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that are not reflected in the above? 
No.   

 

b) Is there financial cost or other impacts of not implementing the legislation?   
Long-term storage of vehicles on-street is not a City priority in commercial/retail business 

districts, especially those with high parking demands by visitors and customers.  This 

legislation will incrementally increase vanpool costs closer to market rate, which would help 

transition a shift of carpool and vanpool parking more appropriately to off-street facilities.   

 

c) Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?   

None. 

 

d) Is a public hearing required for this legislation? 

No.  

 

e) Does this legislation require landlords or sellers of real property to provide information 

regarding the property to a buyer or tenant? 

No.  

 

f) Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? 

No.  

 

g) Does this legislation affect a piece of property? 

No.  

 

h) Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative.  Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities? 

The Racial Equity Toolkit (RET) was not specifically used.  While this legislation may not 

specifically advance RSJ, we do not believe it will have negative effects.  The 38 vanpools 

affected by this change in fees will bear increased costs, but those costs will be shared by 

vanpool members.  For example, a member of a 5-person carpool traveling 30 miles round 

trip currently pays $107 per month to be a member of the vanpool.  Under this legislation, 

that vanpooler would now pay an additional $13 per month to park in the CBD, a 12% 

increase. While not insignificant, we believe this fee will not be burdensome.  

 

i) If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the long-term and measurable goals of the program? Please describe how this 

legislation would help achieve the program’s desired goals. 

N/A  

 

j) Other Issues: None.  

 

List attachments/exhibits below 
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