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CITY OF SEATTLE
2

ORDINANCE | 2441475

couNcILBILL | {2045

AN ORDINANCE relating to drainage services of Seattle Public Utilities; clarifying definitions
and criteria for the wetlands exemption from drainage services charges and updating
administrative procedures for bill adjustments and right of entry for inspections related to
exemptions; and amending Section 21.33 of the Seattle Municipal Code in connection
therewith. ‘

WHEREAS, Ordinance 124049 established, effective upon the date set by Directors Rule, but no
later than January 1, 2014, an exemption from drainage service charges under Section
21.33.030 for the portion of a parcel containing a wetland that contains highly infiltrative
pervious surface and meets all qualifications criteria as established by the Utility by
Director’s Rule under Section 3.32.020 of the Seattle Municipal code; and

WHEREAS, in development of the Director’s Rule, subject matter experts verified that wetlands
generally do not contain highly infiltrative pervious surface, but rather provide
hydrologic and water quality functions by storing and filtering storm water requiringa
revision to the wetland exemption and related definition in the Seattle Municipal Code;
and

WHEREAS, revisions to Section 21.33 of the Seattle Municipal Code are necessary to further
clarify that eligibility for exemptions may be a basis for drainage service charge bill

adjustments and subject to verification under the right of entry for inspection; NOW,
THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. A new definition is added to Section 21.33.010 of the Seattle Municipal Code

as Subsection AB as follows:

SMC 21.33.010 Definitions
For purposes of this chapter, the words or phrases below shall have the following

meanings:
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AB. “Wetlands” means “wetlands” as defined in SMC 25.09.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code,

as may be amended from time to time.

Section 2. Subsection 21.33.030.A.8 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as *

follows:

SMC 21.33.030 Drainage service charges and drainage rates --Schedule -- Exemptions.

A. A drainage service charge is imposed on every parcel within the City, and the

owner(s) thereof, except for the following exempted property(ies):

L

8. Effective upon the date set by Directors Rule, but no later than January 1, 2014, that

portion of a parcel containing a wetland that ((eentains-highly-infilirative pervious-surface-and))

meets all qualification criteria as established by the Utility by Director's Rule under Section
3.32.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code. The Director’s Rule shall also establish administrative

schedules and procedures for demonstrating initial and ongoing compliance with exemption

criteria. For the 2014 billing year only, the Utility will accept applications and supporting

exemption qualification documentation specified in the Director’s Rule through May 15, 2014 as

a basis for an adjustment to the 2014 drainage service charge for a particular parcel. Applications

and supporting qualification documentation submitted after May 15, 2014 will be considered for

future billing years under SMC 21.33.070.A. The Utility may consider Geographic Information

System data and any other necessary information in identifying qualifying wetlands.

Section 3. Subsection 21.33.050.B.4 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as

follows:

Form Last Revised: December 31, 2013 2
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SMC 21.33.050 Drainage service charges -- Adjustments.

L I ]

B. A request for a bill adjustment may be based on one or more of the following:

¥ % %

4. The parcel meets the definition of exempted property;-and fulfills any qualification

criteria established in SMC 21.33.030 or any Director’s Rule‘ referred to therein;

* ok %

Section 4. Section 21.33.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 21.33.120 Right of entry for inspection.

A. The Director of Seattle Public Utilities or his or her duly authorized representatives,
bearing proper credentials and identification, may with the consent of the owner or pursuant to
lawfully issued warrant enter at all reasonable times upon any City of Seattle parcel ((and-alt

premises-which-generate-surface-or-stormrwaterrun-off) )-for the purpose of ascertaining any

property-related information, as required for determination of the parcel’s drainage service

charge or exemption from the service charge under SMC 21.33.030,-area-and-type-ofsuch

eategery;)) or information required for the calculation of a stormwater facility credit or

verification of initial and ongoing compliance with storm water facility program requirements

under SMC 21.33.040. ((th
management-faeility:))

Form Last Revised: December 31, 2013 3
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Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its approval by
the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after presentation, it
shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the ;§ qmday of W\i ( (ﬁ\ , 2014, and

signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this
x%ﬂ‘fﬁiay of_ Naron , 2014,

T

President ig of the City Council

' a<
Approved by me this 2/ day of / % /< /\« , 2014,

Edward B. M@m

[ o ;
Filed by me this /4 day of M cln ,2014.

ﬁ;é ? %W%M

Monica Martinez Simmons, City Clerk

(Seal)
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: - CBO Analyst/Phone:
| Seattle Public Utilities | Leanne Galati/4-0455 | Saroja Reddy/5-1232 |

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to drainage services of Seattle Public Utilities;
clarifying definitions and criteria for the wetlands exemption from drainage services charges and
updating administrative procedures for bill adjustments and right of entry for inspections related
to exemptions; and amending Section 21.33 of the Seattle Municipal Code in connection
therewith.

Summary of the Legislation: '

The legislation eliminates the requirement that properties must contain highly infiltrative
pervious surface to qualify for a wetlands exemption from drainage rates and clarifies the terms
for bill adjustments related to exemptions and Seattle Public Utilities® right of inspection with
respect to exemptions. '

Background:

In November 2012 the City approved Ordinance 124049 which adopted drainage rates for 2013
to 2015. The ordinance contained exemptions from drainage fees, including an exemption for
“the portion of a parcel containing a wetland that contains highly infiltrative pervious surface and
meets all qualifications criteria as established by the Utility by Director’s Rule”. The ordinance
also established that the wetlands exemption be effective upon a date set by Directors Rule, but
no later than January 1, 2014, '

In developing the Director’s Rule, which has been adopted, staff verified wetlands generally do
not contain highly infiltrative pervious surface, but are instead characterized by wetland
hydrology, hydric soils, and hydrophytic vegetation that provide the potential and opportunity to -
improve water quality, reduce flooding and erosion, or reduce stream degradation. This proposed
ordinance would strike the pervious surface requirement from code and clarify certain terms
related to exemptions and the right of Seattle Public Utilities to inspect properties to verify
ongoing compliance with exemption requirements. ‘

Please check one of the following:
X _ This legislation does not have any financial implications.

Fiscal impacts associated with the implementation of the wetlands exemption in 2014 are
captured in the fiscal note impacts associated with Ordinance 124049,
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Other Implications:

a) Does the legislation have indirect financial implications, or long-term implications?
No.

b) What is the financial cost of not implementing the legislation?
There is no financial cost.

¢) Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?
No. '

d) What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or
similar objectives? There are none.

¢) Is a public hearing required for this legislation?
No.

f) Is'publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle
Times required for this legislation?
No.

g) Does this legislation affect a piece of property?
No.

h) Other Issues:
None.

List attachments to the fiscal note below:
None




City of Seattle
Edward B. Murray
Mayor

February 11, 2014

Honorable Tim Burgess
President

Seattle City Council
City Hall, 2™ Floor

Dear Council President Burgess:

I am pleased to transmit the attached proposed Council Bill which would clarify eligibility
criteria and other terms for a payment exemption from drainage charges for properties in
the city containing wetlands.

In November 2012, the City approved Ordinance 124049 which enacted certain
exemptions from payment of drainage charges, including an exemption for wetlands. This
exemption was included in recognition of the fact that wetlands can improve water quality,
reduce flooding and erosion and reduce stream degradation. The Ordinance further
specified that qualifying wetlands must contain highly infiltrative soils. In drafting the
Director’s Rule to implement this latter standard, SPU determined this latter standard is not
desirable or practicable.

The proposed legislation provides for clearer procedures and parameters to enable a more
transparent implementation of this new exemption which recognizes the benefits of
wetlands to the City’s drainage system. Thank you for considering this legislation. If you
have questions, please contact Leanne Galati of SPU at 684-0455.

Sincerely,

dward B, MurM

Mayor of Seattle

cc: Honorable Members of the Seattle City Council

Office of the Mayor

Seattle City Hall, 7th Floor Tel (206) 684-4000
600 Fourth Avenue Fax: (206) 684-5360
PO Box 94749 Hearing Impaired use the Washington Relay Service (7-1-1})

Seattle, Washington 98124-4749 www.seattle.gov/mayor




STATE OF WASHINGTON -- KING COUNTY

=88,

309604 No.
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said titne was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper, The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a
CT:124441-124446 TITLE
was published on

04/08/14

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $112.13 which amount has been

paid in full. ;/1 ( ‘ -
: @ ﬁm e EE 4 /: ﬂWw—-—«:}K:mn%m_ ﬁ
.“7“:". Sazen: i 'té': - ) .
Feahaon i

Subscribed a

(1 to before me on

04/08/3014

Notary publit for the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle




State of Washington, King County

The fall ekt of the fo w1ng leglslatlon, i
passed by the City: Council on: Marehi:17, |
. 2014, and publighed below by title only, will |
" be mailed R0l Feiést; or 'can be accessed
at http:/felerk.seattle. gov, For information
on upcoming. meauugs of the Sedttle. City
Council, pleage visit hitp:forww.seattle.gov/ |
councit/alendar: Contact: Oﬂilce of the City:
Glerk at (206) 684- 8344

ORDINAN CE: NO 124441

AN ORDINANCE relatmg{ to comipanies
and drivers of a new type of for-hire vehicle
in ordsr-to: craat; p:]ot program for. trans-
portation nétwork: comparies and: affiliated
drivers and vehicles: establishing minimuin
operatitg” z-equuements for transportation
network' companies and affilisted’ drivers;
imposing. vehiele inspectiong; ifiposing: a

rzero tolerance, drig: usd puhcy for: affilia
ed. drivers; imposing minimum. insuratice |
requtrementl o1 - transportaticn netwu:k
companiag and affiliated vehicles; requiring
‘rate’ trandparency” for’ transportation: net-
work companies; nd establishitig licensing
fees; raising the maximom nimber of taxicab
. licenses issued by the City; révising terminol-
. ogy; adding new sections and ainetding var-
ious. Sectionsiof: Chaptar 6:310:0f th.e Seatt.le
Mumcl ]

ORDINANCE NO: 124442

AN ORDINANCE Ielatmg to: the Clty
Light Depa.rﬁment authonzmg the extension :

5 of the franchise From the City: of Take Forést
i Park to constriict, opjerate; maintain, replace
‘and’repair an electrmai Light and pawer sys-
; temi’in, across; over; along; under; through
! and below eertain: demgnated public rights-
. of-way, to September 30, 2014 or the effective ;
, date of a replacement franchlse agreement

whmhevel:' oceurs first,

AN ORDINANCE re]atmg to d.rama e
. services of Seattle Public Utilities; clangr'
" ing definitione and ¢ritéria for:the wetlands
exemption from: drainage services: charges
and updating administrative procedures for
"bill adjustments and: right; of éntiy for inspec-
tions related to eXétiptions; and amending
Section 21,38 of the Seattle Mun c]pal Code
in connect.mn therewith. : : :

ORDINANCE NO. 124444

AN DRDINANCE relat:mg to Clty
eniploymerit; duthorizing: the- execution: of
a collective hargaining agreement between.
the. City: of Seattie and the International
Association of Meachiniats: and. Aerospacé: |
. Workers, Diatrict Lodge 160, Local 79 to bé: ;
effective: January 1,:201% through Detemmber
8L 2013; provnimg payment therefor; and
ratxfymg and conﬁxmmg’ prmr auts

AN ORDINANCE authorlzm th'
‘Director bf:Seattis Piblic: Utilitias tu eX
cute-an’ dmendment. to:the contract: with
-PacifiClean;’ Environniental of Washington
for: organic; wists: processing gervices, and
rat[fymg and confummg dertain; px‘mr acta 3

Lt ORDINANCE NO 124448 :

AN ORDINANCE approprmtmg money to
pay ceTtain: audn’,ed clalms am:l urdarmg the .
payert Ehereof, :

© Diate 6 publication ir the Seattle Dally
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