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AN ORDINANCE related to Restricted Parking Zones
(RPZs); authorizing the Director of Transportation to
consider requests from employers within RPZs for
employee permits under certain conditions; and
amending Sections 11.16.315 and 11.16.316 of the
Seattle Municipal Code.
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CITY OF SEATTLE
ORDINANCE /24220

counciLBiLL__[(FFEy

AN ORDINANCE related to Restricted Parking Zones (RPZs); authorizing the Director of
Transportation to consider requests from employers within RPZs for employee permits
under certain conditions; and amending Sections 11.16.315 and 11.16.316 of the Seattle
Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, Restricted Parking Zones (RPZs), which have existed in Seattle since at least 1979,
give parking priority to residents and their visitors and limit or prohibit parking by non-
residents; and

WHEREAS, in June 2009, the Council passed Ordinance 123001, enacting Seattle Municipal
Code 11.16.316 to authorize a pilot program in Link light rail station areas in southeast
Seattle in which employees of businesses and institutions are eligible to receive RPZ
permits; and

WHEREAS, the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) is scheduled to report to the
Council in spring 2013 on the pilot program and to recommend whether it should be
continued, made permanent, or discontinued,;

WHEREAS, in some RPZs, beyond those in the pilot program, where there is available on-street
parking and issuance of RPZ permits to employees would not significantly increase
neighborhood traffic impacts, allowing employees to park in RPZs under certain
conditions is not inconsistent with the RPZ program goals; and '

WHEREAS, the Council wants to authorize SDOT to consider requests from employers in other
RPZs for employee permits under certain conditions; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 11.16.315 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124063, is amended as follows:

SMC 11.16.315 Administration of ((and-signage-in)) restricted parking zones
A. Signage: Restricted parking zones shall be appropriately signed and/or marked.

B. ((Administration))Program Components and Permit Use:

1. A restricted parking zone may have one or more of the following components:
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a. Parking in the street is reserved for the exclusive use of those vehicles
displaying a valid RPZ permit, guest permit, or other identification issued by the Seattle
Department of Transportation as part of the RPZ program; or

b. Parking in the street is reserved during certain posted hours for
exclusive use of vehicles displaying a valid RPZ permit, guest permit, or other identification
issued by the Seattle Department of Transportation as part of the RPZ program but available at
all other times without restriction; or

c. Time limits are established for parking in the street that apply to all
vehicles except vehicles with a valid RPZ permit, guest permit, or other identification issued by
the Seattle Department of Transportation as part of the RPZ program.

2. In any restricted parking zone, the Director of Transportation or the Director's

designee may issue permits or other means of identification, maintain lists of vehicles owned or

used by permit holders, or adopt any other reasonable means of distinguishing vehicles that are
validly parked in a restricted parking zone.

a. A permit shall not guarantee or reserve to the holder an on-street
parking space within the designated RPZ.

b. If issued to a resident, a permit must be used within six contiguous city
blocks of the household unit address or, if issued to a business, ((et)) institution, or employee, a
permit must be used within six contiguous city blocks of the place of business or the institution.

C. Application:

1. In order to obtain an RPZ permit, any residential applicant shall present proof

| of residency in or adjacent to the restricted parking zone boundary in addition to submittal of a

complete application to the Seattle Department of Transportation. As of January 1, 2010, any
residential applicant must also present proof that the address of vehicle registration matches the
applicant's household unit address or that the applicant is an out of state non-resident or active

militéry personnel.
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2. In order to obtain an employee RPZ permit, an employer shall present, for each

emplovee requesting a permit, proof of employment within the RPZ boundary in addition to

submittal of a complete application to the Seattle Department of Transportation.

D. Permit Limit: As of January 1, 2010, each eligible household unit is entitled to have

no more than four RPZ permits at any one time.
1. Exception: The Directqr of Transportation may issue more RPZ permits than

the four-permit limit per household for the following land uses:

a. Adult family home;

b. Assisted living facility;

c¢. Domestic violence shelter; and

d. Permitted congregate residence.
In determining whether to grant additional permits in excess of the four-permit per household
limit, the Director of Transportation may also consider the availability of on-street parking in the
requestor's residential area and demonstrated need for additional permits.

E. Guest Permits. Each eligible resident‘may obtain no more than one annual or biennial
guest permit per household unit. It is illegal to use a guest permit on a resident's vehicle. As of
January 1, 2010, eligible residents may obtain no more than 50 single-day use guest permits per
year.

F. Motorcycles and Scooters. As of January 1, 2010, motorcycles and scooters atre
authorized to park in an RPZ without an RPZ permit. |

G. Free-Floating Car Sharing Vehicles. Any free-floating car sharing vehicle that
displays a valid free-floating car sharing permit is authorized to park in any Restricted Parking
Zone (RPZ) with the same pfivileges as a vehicle with a valid RPZ permit.

H. Emplovee Permits, Separate from the program authorized by Section 11.16.316. the

Director of Transportation shall consider requests from employers within an RPZ for employee

permits under certain conditions provided that this can be done while maintaining the following

ooals of the RPZ program: reduce neighborhood traffic impacts by large parking demand
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oenerators; support mixed-use neighborhoods and local business districts; continue to reduce

overall energy use and vehicle emissions: keep demand by residents and employees from

exceeding available on-street parking spaces in residential areas; and implement a customer-

oriented permit program. If resident RPZ permits are subsidized in a particular RPZ, an

emplovee is not eligible for such a subsidy. Among the criteria the Director shall consider in

determining whether to grant requests for employee RPZ permits are:

1. Availability of on-street parking on non-RPZ-signed blocks that is within a

| reasonable walking distance of the emplovyer;

2. Availability of alternate modes of transportation within a reasonable distance;

3. Availability of off-street parking within a reasonable distance;

4, Availability of on-street parking in the RPZ:

5. Time of day that employees work:

6. Number of permits requested by the employer;

7. Existence of other emplovers within the RPZ that could potentially also request

emplovee permits; and

8. Other hardships that may exist.

Section 2. Section 11.16.316 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance
123001, is amended as follows:

SMC 11.16.316 Restﬁcted Parking Zone Permits for Use by Businesses—Pilot

A. The purpose of this section is to authorize the Director of Transportation or his or her
designee to create a specific program for qualified businesses and institutions to apply for and
receive restricted parking zone permits to park in a restricted parking zone in the Initial Segment
LINK Light Rail transit station areas, including Rainier Beach, Othello, Columbia City, Mount
Baker, Beacon Hill, SODO and Stadium stations. This is in addition to permits issued to

qualified residents in these RPZs.
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B. The Director of Transportation or his or her designee is authorized to establish rules
and regulations for this pilot program, including permit eligibility, application submittal for
qualifying bﬁsinesses and institutions, permit use, and alternate eligibility procedures as needed,
following the goals set forth in subsection D.

C. To inform communities about the intended creation of an RPZ in the LINK station
areas and to obtain public comment, Seattle Department of Transportation shall convene a series
of community meetings for the proposed zones prior to installation. |

D. The purpose of the pilot program is to determine whether issuance of RPZ permits to
businesses or institutions and their employees assists the Seattle Department of Transportation in
reaching the following goals: reduce neighborhood traffic impacts by large parking demand
generators; support mixed-use neighborhoods and local business districts; continue to reduce
overall energy use and vehicle emissions; keep demand by residents and businesses (including
institutions) from exceeding available on-street parking spaces in residential areas; and,
implement a customer-oriented permit program.

E. In order to be issued a restricted parking permit, the permit holder must be an owner,
employee, or volunteer of a business or institution within or adjacent to an RPZ boundary.
Property owners for a business or institution within or adjacent to an RPZ boundary can also
obtain one permit per owner. |

F. Permit holders who violate this section or the RPZ program rules may have their
permit revoked and may be excluded from obtaining future permits.

G. The Director of Transportation or his or her designee shall present a report to the City
Council two (2) and four (4) years after the pilot program becomes effective. The report shall
evaluate the pilot program relative to goals listed in subsection D. The biennial reports are
intended to assist Council in determining whether to continue the program for qualified
businesses and institutions located within the RPZs in the Initial Segment LINK Light Rail
transit station areas, including Rainier Beach, Othello, Columbia City, Mount Baker, Beacon

Hill, SODO and Stadium stations.

Form Last Revised: December 13, 2012 . 5




R e e R S« S ¥ L S S

NN NN N /) e R e e s e
e = T B A s =T o B - B B« S & T SO 0 N R S

Martha Lester
LEG RPZ Director Authority ORD
April 29,2103 v#6

H. The Seattle Department of Transportatibn will annually monitor and survey RPZs
established under this pilot to determine utilization of parking spaces by residents and area
businesses and institutions within each of the pilot RPZs. The Seattle Department of
Transportation shall cease to renew RPZ permits for businesses and institutions in the next RPZ
cycle for an RPZ, excluding the SODO and Stadium station RPZs, when the annual monitoring
or survey of the RPZ indicate that twenty-five (25) percent or more of streets within any
particular RPZ have the following conditions: (1) at least seventy-five (75) percent of the
capacity of the street available for parking is generally occupied and (2) more than thirty-five
(35) percent of the vehicles parked on the street are owned by non-residents of the designated
area. In this subsection, the term "non-resident" includes businesses and institutions located in
the area.

I. The pilot program is intended to be in place no longer than four (4) years after its
creation. In determining whether to continue the pilot, either as a pilot or permanent program, or

discontinue it at the end of the four year period, the Council will consider the Seattle Department

of Transportation biennial reports.
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Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its approval by
the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after presentation, it

shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

' : ,
Passed by the City Council the 6¥ day of (_ U‘Mi , 2013, and signed

by me in open session in authentication of its passage this

&day of ‘S‘Uj\% , 2013.
%f M

President _ Y ofthe City Council

Approved by me thlsé 2 day of %%ﬁ f :;4 , 2013.

Mlchael Mchn Mayor

Filed by me this 922’5/( day of Q ﬂ? , 2013.

%\ (L —

Monica Martmez Simmons, City Clerk

(Seal)
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS

Department: Contact Person/Phone: CBO Analyst/Phone:
| Legislative | Martha Lester / 4-8149 | NA
Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE related to Restrictéd Parking Zones (RPZs); authorizing the Director of Transportation
to consider requests from employers within RPZs for employee permits under certain conditions; and
amending Sections 11.16.315 and 11.16.316 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

Summary of the Legislation:

This ordinance authorizes the Director of Transportation to consider requests from employers in Restricted
Parking Zones (RPZs) for employee permits under certain condition, separate from the RPZ pilot program in
Link light rail station areas in southeast Seattle,

Background:

RPZs have generally given parking priority to residents and their visitors, and have limited or prohibited
parking by non-residents. In 2009, a pilot program started in Link light rail station areas in southeast Seattle,
in which employees of businesses and institutions are eligible to receive RPZ permits. The City Council has
decided to modify the RPZ regulations so that the Director of Transportation may consider requests from
employers in other RPZs for employee permits under certain conditions.

x__ This legislation does not have any financial implications.

This ordinance does not have any direct financial implications. However, depending on the number of
requests for RPZ permits submitted by employers to the Director of Transportation, the workload of staff in
the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) to review the requests may increase to the point at which
SDOT may request additional staff and/or budget authority to accommodate this work, and may recommend
changes to RPZ permit fees to cover these costs.

Other Implications:

a) Does the legislation have indirect financial implications, or long-term implications? See discussion
above.

b) What is the financial cost of not implementing the legislation? None.
¢) Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? No.

d) What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or similar
objectives? None. ' '

¢) Is a public hearing required for this legislation? No.

f) Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times required for
this legislation? No.

g) Does this legislation affect a piece of property? No.

h) Other Issues:




STATE OF WASHINGTON -- KING COUNTY

--88,

301088 No.
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a

CT:124220-124223 TITLE
was published on

08/08/13

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $85.14 which amount has been
paid in full,

»««&:, \\/ !
Subscribed and sworh to before me on

/
/0T MJ

Notary public for the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle

~

08/08/2013

Affidavit of Publication




State of Washington, King County

7 City of Seattle

The full text of the following lefisla-

_tion, passed by the City Council on July 15,
9013; and published below by title only, will
be mailed upon request, or can be accessed
at http://clerk.seattle gov. For information
on upcoming meetings of the Seattle City
Council, please visit http://www.seattle.gov/

| council/calendar. Contact: Office of the City

| Clork at (206) 684-8344. ‘

ORDINANCE NO, 124220 ]

| AN ORDINANCE related to Restricted
. Parking Zones (RPZs); authorizing the

:Director of Transportation to consid-

. er requests from employers within RPZs

for employee permits under certain condi-

7 tions; and amending Sections 11,16.315 and |

©11.16:316 of the Seattle Municipal Code. ]

ORDINANCE NO, 124221

AN ORDINANCE relating to a pedestii-
an skybridge over and across Post Avenue,
north of Spring Street; amending Ordinance |
117589, as amended by Ordinance 121865;
updating the insurance and bond require- !
ments; amending the annual fee and other!

_ terms and condifions of the permit; renew-:
ing the term of the permit to the Watermark
Tower Association of Apartment Owners; pro-:

. yiding for the acceptance of the permit and:

* conditions; and ratifying and confirming cer-/

" tain prior acts. :

ORDINANCE NO. 124222

AN ORDINANCE related to the 2013
Budget; amending Ordinance 124058, which
adopted the 2013 Budget, including the 2013:
2018 Capital Improvement Program (CIP);
changing appropriations to various departi

| ments and budget control levels, and fron
. various funds in the Budget; adding new proj

| ects; revising project allocatjons for certair

- projects in the 2013-2018 CIP: making cash
“transfors between various City funds; cre:
. ating positions, including exempt positions;
imposing provisos on certain appropriations;
and ratifying and confirming certain prior
acts; all by a 3/4 vote of the City Council. = |

ORDINANCE NO. 124228 1
. AN ORDINANCE appropriating money to!

" pay certain audited claims and ordering the:
 payment thereof. !
: Date of publication in the Seattle Daily;

Journal of Commerce, August 8, 2013. |
8800108
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