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Mike Estey/MAP
SDOT RPZ Fees ORD
August 30, 2010
Version #3

ORDINANCE | L%L%g

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Department of Transportation; amending Section A
11.16.319 of the Seattle Municipal Code revising permit fees related to restricted parking
zones.

WHEREAS, SMC 11.16.120, SMC 11.16.315, and SMC 11.16.317 authorize the Director of
Transportation to establish parking rates and fees for restricted (otherwise known as
“residential”) parking zones, and make recommendations to the City Council for fees for
permits; and

WHEREAS, in 1979, Ordinance 108354 established the Restricted Parking Zone program to
help ease parking congestion in residential neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, RPZs are located in neighborhoods close to generators of high traffic demand, such
as universities, high schools, hospitals, transit stations or stops, and business districts; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of RPZs in such neighborhoods limits the impact of employees,
transit commuters, and students parking their vehicles for lengthy periods of time who
use parking that might otherwise be utilized by residents and area visitors; and

WHEREAS, the program has grown from 21 restricted parking zones and 10,000 permits issued
annually in 2003 to 33 zones and an estimated 22,000 permits issued annually in 2010;
and '

WHEREAS, in 2009 and 2010 the Seattle Department of Transportation made significant
customer service and system improvements to the RPZ program, including the
introduction of online permitting; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to adjust the fees to cover the increased costs for improvements to
and administration of the RPZ permitting systems; and

‘WHEREAS, during the 2008 budget process, Seattle Department of Transportation committed to

-Council to review RPZ fees and consider adjustments in the first year of each biennial
budget process; NOW, THEREFORE,
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Section 11.16.319 of the Seattle Municipal Code, as last amended by

Ordinance 123162, is amended as follows, effective January 1, 2011.

SMC 11.16.319 Fees for restricted parking zone permits; Waiver or reduction of
fees. '

A. The parking fees to be collected by the Seattle Department of Transportation for

restricted parking zone permits are as follows:

Type of Permit Fee

Resident parking permit (($45-00)) $65.00 ‘
Temporary permit : (($16-60)) Wfor first 60-day period;
(($15-00)) $25.00 for second 60-day period
Guest permit issued with resident permit (($15-60)) $30.00
Guest permit as only permit (($45-00)) $65.00
Replacement of resident and guest permit $15.00 for first permit,
$25.00 for second permit
Elderly/low-income permanent permit $10.00
Single-Day Guest Permit $1.00

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days from and after its
approval by the Mayor,‘ but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.
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Passed by the City Council the 2°Z day of K950 tanndo— , 2010, and

signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this

L)

President =~ of the City Council

22 day of \)pnJtunn baar 2010,

Approved by me this A 'U%ay of A Q,(7 (o /(/(,/, 2010.

el

“Michael McGinn, Mayor

Filed by me this Yﬁlday of Dﬁ@@/ﬂb@( , 2010.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, a //}
L \ j -
W&Véf ) rasre—
City Clerk
(Seal)
Form Last Revised on May 6, 2010 3
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August 30, 2010
Version #4
Form revised April 10,2010
2011-2012 BUDGET LEGISLATION FISCAL NOTE
Department: Contact Person/Phone: CBO Analyst/Phone:
| SDOT . | Margo Polley / 684-8329 | Stephen Barham /733-9084 |

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seaftle Department of Transportation;
amending Section 11.16.319 of the Seattle Municipal Code revising permit fees related to
restricted parking zones.

Summary of the Legislation: This legislation would adjust the fee for Restricted Parking Zone
(RPZ) permits to ensure program costs are fully covered. This legislation would raise the fee for
a basic RPZ permit from $45 to $65. It would also raise the guest permit fee from $15 to $30,
half the price of the basic permit. In addition, the current two-tiered 60-day temporary permit fee
would move from $10 for a 1st permit and $15 for a 2nd permit to $25 for any temporary RPZ
permit issued.

Background: The Restricted Parking Zone (RPZ) program was established in 1979 to help
residents who live in congested areas by discouraging long-term commuter parking on residential
streets. During the 2008 budget process, SDOT committed to Council to review RPZ fees and
consider adjustments in the first year of each biennial budget process.

Fees were raised in 2009 from $35 per permit to $45 per permit in part to fund long-deferred
improvements to the system, including replacement of the old FoxPro program with a new
computer system to: 1) provide citizens with online permit application and renewal, 2) allow
payment by credit card, 3) provide automated validation through interfaces with Department of
Licensing and SCL/SPU databases, 4) serve customers without access to computers by providing
a user-friendly phone system to access staff to help them complete application and renewal, and
5) allow for interface with Seattle Police Department (SPD) license plate recognition systems to
provide enhanced enforcement and reduced abuse.

The fee increase also was projected to help bring the RPZ Cost Center, which had been operating
at an annual loss, to annual break-even after system investments, and to solvency by 2011.
However, growth in the number of permit holders over the last two years did not occur at
assumed levels and SDOT has incurred additional costs related to new zones and zone
expansions, resulting in a growing deficit in the Cost Center. SDOT has reduced staff at its
Traffic Permits Counter to better align resources with available funding. That staffing reduction
combined with this increase in fees will allow the Cost Center to attain solvency in 2011.

e Please check one of the following:

This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)
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X This legislation has financial implications. Please complete all relevant sections rhat
Jollow.

Summary of Changes to Revenue Generated Specifically From This Legislation:

Revenue Source 2011 Proposed 2012 Proposed
" Total Fees and
Charges Resulting . ‘
From Passage of RPZ Permit Fees $287,000 $242,000
This Ordinance

Notes: This legislation would adjust fees for the following:

e Basic Permit: This legislation would raise the fee for a basic RPZ permit from $45 to $65
per permit, with most permits being valid for two years. The basic permit fee was last raised
in January 2009 from $35 to $45.

o Guest Permit: This legislation would raise the fee for a guest permit from $15 to $30, to be
half the cost of the proposed fee for a basic permit. Guest permits are transferable hangtags,
not to be used for a resident’s own vehicle. The cost of the guest permit has not increased
since 2004,

e Temporary Permit: This legislation would raise the cost of a temporary 60-day permit from
$10 for the first 60 days and $15 for the second 60 days to a new $25 rate for any 60-day
period. This fee has not been increased since 2004,

For comparative purposes, several other cities charge the following amounts for an annual
residential parking permit (Seattle’s RPZ permit is good for two years): Phlladelphla $35;
Portland, $45, San Francisco, $98.

Anticipated Total Revenue from Entire Program, Including Changes Resulting From This
Legislation:

Fund Name and Number Revenue Source Total 2011 Total 2011 and 2012
Revenue Anticipated Revenue
from Entire Program
Transportation Operating RPZ Fees $946,000 $1.73M
Fund [10310]
TOTAL $946,000 $1.73M

What is the financial cost of not implementing this legislation? Failure to adjust the RPZ fees
would result in a deficit negative balance in the Cost Center of approximately $320,000 in 2011,
Under the existing fee structure and accounting for lesser permit sales than were projected in
2008, the cost center would carry a negative balance until at least 2015.

Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? No.
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What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or similar
objectives? SDOT has found no potential alternatives that would compensate for the costs of
achieving the objectives of the RPZ program.

Is the legislation subject to public hearing requirements? No.

Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation): None.

Please list attachments to the fiscal note below: None,




City of Seattle
Office of the Mayor

September 27, 2010

Honorable Richard Conlin
President

Seattle City Council

City Hall, 2™ Floor

Dear Council President Conlin;

[ am transmitting the attached proposed Council Bill for consideration with the 2011 Proposed Budget. This
legislation would adjust the fee for Restricted Parking Zone (RPZ) permits to ensure program costs are fully
covered. The RPZ program was established in 1979 to help residents who live in congested areas by
discouraging long-term commuter parking on residential streets.

This legislation would raise the fee for a basic RPZ permit from $45 to $65 in order to allow the RPZ Cost
Center to break even in 2011. During the 2008 budget process, the Department of Transportation (SDOT)
committed to Council to review RPZ fees and consider adjustments in the first year of each biennial budget
process. Basic permit fees were increased in January 2009 from $35 to $45 with the intent to bring the RPZ
cost center into solvency and fund long-deferred systems upgrades to improve customer service. However,
fewer permits were issued than estimated and SDOT has incurred additional costs related to new zones and
zone expansions, resulting in a growing deficit in the Cost Center.

The legislation would also raise the guest permit fee from $15 to $30. Additionally, the current two-tiered 60-
day temporary permit fee would move from $10 for the first permit and $15 for a second permit to $25 for
any temporary RPZ permit issued. Most RPZ permits are good for a two-year permit cycle.

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions, please contact Margo
Polley with SDOT at (206) 684-8329 or margo.polley@seattle.gov.

Sincerely,

Michael McGinn
Mayor of Seattle

Michael McGinn, Mayor

Office of the Mayor Tel (206) 684-4000
600 Fourth Avenue, 7t Floor Fax (206) 684-5360
PO Box 94749 TDD (206) 615-0476

Seattle, WA 98124-4749 mike.mcginn@seattle.gov




STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
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264508 No.
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12 day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed

notice, a
CT:123448 ORDINANCE
was published on

12/16/10

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $ 143.33, which amount
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State of Washington, King County

City of Seattle

ORDINANCE 123448

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle
- Department of Transportation; amendin%
Section 11.16.319 of the Seattle Municipa
Code revising permit fees related to restrict-
ed parking zones.

WHEREAS, SMC 11.16.120, SMC
11.16.315, and SMC 11.16,317 authorize the
Director of Transportation to establish park-
ing rates and fees for restricted (otherwise
known as “residential”) parkin% zones, and
make recommendations to the City Council
for fees for permits; and

WHEREAS, in 1979, Ordinance 108854
established the Restricted Parking Zone pro-
ram to help ease parking congestion in resi-
seur.m.l neighborhoods; and
WHEREAS, RPZs are located in neigh-
borhoods close to generators of high traffic
demand, such as universities, high schools,
hospitals, transit stations or stops, and busi-
ness districts; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of RPZs
in such neighborhoods limits the impact of

1 , transit t and students
parking their vehicles for lengthy periods
of time who use parking that might other-
wise be utilized by residents and area visi-
tors; and

iVHBREJ\S. the program has grown from
21 restricted parking zones and 10,000 per-
mits 1ssued annually in 2003 to 33 zones and
an estimated 22,000 permits issued annually
in 2010; and

WHEREAS, in 2009 and 2010 the Seattle
Department of Transportation made signifi-
cant customer service and system improve-
ments to the RPZ program, including the
introduction of online permitting; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to adjust the
fees to cover the increased costs for improve-

mitting systems; and

cess, Seattle Department of Transportation
committed to Council to review RPZ fees
and consider adjustments in the first year
of each biennial budget process; NOW,
THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF
SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 11.16.319 of the

ments to and administration of the RPZ per-

WHEREAS, during the 2008 budget pro- |

Type of Permit -- Fee
Resident parking permit -- (($45-69))
G )).
Temporary permit $10-88)) $25.00
for first 60-day period; . Y
b ((535:68)) $25.00 for second 60-day peri-
. Guest permit issued with resident per-
mit ((§15-00)) $30.00
Guest permit as only permit (($45-80]
: p (G )
. Replacement of resident and .est er-
mit $15.00 for first permgi':, SR;UO
for second permit

Elderly/low-income ' i
$10.00 ¥ C permanent permit

Single-Day Guest Permit $1.00 !

Section 2, This ordinance shall take effect
and be in force 30 days from and after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved
and returned by the Mayor within ten days
after presentation, it 1l take effect as

rg: O2eg by Seattle Municipal Code Section

Passed by the City Council the 22nd da;
of November, 2010, and signed by me in 4
in authent: of its p tiis
22nd day of November, 2010.
Richard Conlin
President of the City Council

mﬁ‘}wrmdby me this 2nd day of December,

Michael MeGinn, Mayer

Filed by-me this 2
dom by-me this 2nd day of December,

(Seal) Monica Martinez-Simmons
City Clerk
Publication ordered by the City Cle:
Date of publication in the Seattle Dai
Journal of Commerce, December 186, 2010,
il oy z

l————————3¢gattle Municipal Code, as last a by
Ordinance 123162, is amended as follows,
sffective January 1, 2011.

SMC 11.16.319 Fees for restricted parking
zone permits; Waiver or reduction of fees.

A, The parking fees to be collected by the
Seattle Department of Transportation for
restricted parking zone permits are as fol-

Page 2 of affidavit



