AN ORDINANCE relating to regulation of solicitation
of contributions to Office Funds; amending sections

2.04.380 and 2.04.385.
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ORDINANCE V25 2s€

AN ORDINANCE relating to regulation of solicitation of contributions to Office Funds;
amending sections 2.04.380 and 2.04.385.

WHEREAS, the City Council is committed to preventing public employees from being pressured
or coerced into making financial contributions; and

WHEREAS, the State of Washington and the City already prohibits City officials from soliciting
political campaign contributions from employees in the official’s agency as stated in
RCW 42.17.750; and

WHEREAS, the City Officials and supervisors are restricted from soliciting campaign
contributions under SMC 2.04.380 and SMC 2.04.385

WHEREAS, solicitation of contributions to an Ofﬁce Fund allowed by SMC 2.04.480 is no less
coercive solicitation of political contributions; NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Seattle Municipal Code Section 2.04.380, which was last amended by
Ordinance 123011, is amended as follows:

Solicitation of contributions by elected officials, candidates or their agents

1. No elected official, candidate, or an official's or candidate's agent may knowingly solicit,

directly or indirectly, a contribution to an office fund created under section 2.04.180. a candidate

for public office, a political party, or a political committee from a City employee or any member

of a City board or commission.

Section 2. Seattle Municipal Code Section 2.04.385, which was last amended by

Ordinance 123011, is amended as follows:

Torm Last Revised on December 11, 2009 1
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No supervisor employed by the City may solicit a contribution to an office fund created

under section 2.04.180, a candidate for public office, a political party, or g political committee

from any person whom he or she supervises.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after
its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days
after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the gﬂtﬁ day of M oac N , 2010, and

signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this

29%dayof _ yanch ,2010.

P
—

/P/resident of the City Council .

Approved by me this g% day of 4/2,(// g , 2010

Michael Patrick McGinn, Mayor

A

Filed by me this 7<g day of /)}l(?v’ / l , 2010.
City Clerk
(Seal)
Form Last Revised on December 11, 2009 2
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| Legislative | Mike Fong/5-1675 | N/A
Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE relating to regulation of solicitation of contributions to Office Funds;
amending sections 2.04.380 and 2.04.385.

¢ Summary of the Legislation:

Amends the SMC to apply existing regulations regarding the solicitation of City employees for
campaign contributions to Office Funds. :

e Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and
include record of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable):

In June of 2009, the Council adopted ordinance 123011 establishing new regulations related to
the solicitation of campaign contributions by elected officials, candidates for office and their
agents. The new provisions prohibit the knowing or indirect solicitation of City employees by
any of the above parties for campaign contributions. The ordinance identifies a set of exceptions
under specific conditions where solicitation of City employees would not violate the new
regulations.

The ordinance, among other goals, was intended to prevent public employees from being
pressured or coerced into making financial contributions to political candidates or in support of
ballot measures. The ordinance also cited the existence of State law that currently prohibits
similar solicitations of employees by City officials (RCW 42.17.750).

Subsequent to adoption of this ordinance, some councilmembers have expressed an interest in
extending these regulatory provisions to the solicitations for Office Funds. Given the risk of
similar employer/employee interactions resulting from solicitations for contributions for an

* Office Fund compared with requests of financial support for political candidates or ballot
measures, extending the regulations adopted in ordinance 123011 may be appropriate.

e Please check one of the following:

X This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)
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State of Washington, King County
______ CityofSeattle

ORDINANCE 123268

AN ORDINANGE relating to regula-
tion of solicitation of contributions to Office
Funds; amending sections 2.04.380 and
2.04.385, .

WHEREAS, the City’ Council is commit-:

“ted to preventing public employees from being

pressured or.coerced into making financial
contributions;and

WHEREAS, the State of Washington and

the City already prohibits City officials from

. soliciting political campaign contributions

from employees in the official's agency. as
stated in RCW. 42.17.750; and

- WHEREAS, the City Officials and super-

visorsare restricted from soliciting campagfn

““contributions under SMC 2.04.380 and SMC
2,04.386 B :

WHEREAS, solicitation of contributions
to.an Office Fund allowed by SMC 2.04.480
is no less coercive solicitation of political con-:
tributions; NOW, THEREFORE, :

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF
SEATTLE AS FOLL‘OWS: L -
~ Section 1. Seattlé Municipal Code |
:Section 2,04.380, which was last amended by
Ordinance 123011, is a,mended as follows:

Solicitation of contributions by elected A
officinls, candidates or their agents

1. No elected official, candidate, or an

official’s or candidate's'agent may knowingly

. solicit, directly or indirectly, a contribution to

an office fund created under section 2.04.180.
a candidate for public office; a political party,:
ora political committee from a City employee .
or any member of a City board or commis- -
sion;

Section 2. Seattle Municipal Code “
Section 2.04.385, which was last amended by :
Ordinance 123011, is amended as follows;

No supervisor employed by the City may. |
golicit a contribution to an office fund cre:
ated under section 2.04.180. a candidate for
public office, a political party, or a political
committee from any person whom he or she
supervises. . i

Section ‘8. This ordinance shall take |
effect and be in force thirty (30) days from
and afterits appmval;ly the Mayor, butif not
approved and returne i)y the Mayor within
ten (10) days after presentation; it shall take
effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code
Section 1,04.020. i .

Passed by the City Council the 29th day
of March, 2010, and signed by me in open ses-

sion in authentication of its passage this 29th
day of March, 2010.. ' :

Richard Conlin

President of the { ;

‘Approved by me this 8th day of April,
2010 ‘ o

Michael Patrick MéGihn, Mayor

Filed by me this 8th day of April, 2010,

Publication ordered by the City Clerk
Date of publication in the Seattle Daily

Journal of Commerce, April 21, 2010,
. 4/21(263631
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