An ordinance relating to land use and zoning; amending Section
23.53.006 of the Seattle Municipal Code to provide exemptions

- from pedestrian access and circulation improvement standards for
sonstruction of certain single-family residences and accessory
structures, and to make minor clarifications of language.
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ORDINANCE \ 2510 '\'\

A\l

AN ORDINANCE relating to land use and zoning; amending Section 23.53.006 of the Seattle
Municipal Code to provide exemptions from pedestrian access and circulation
improvement standards for construction of certain single-family residences and accessory
structures, and to make minor clarifications of language.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 23.53.006 of the Seattle Municipal Code, which section was adopted
by Ordinance 122615, is amended as follows:

23.53.006 Pedestrian access and circulation((s))

A. General Requirements. Pedestrian access and circulation are required on all streets in
all zones as set forth in this (($))section. Pedestrian access and circulation improvements shall
meet the standards in the Right-of-Way Improvements Manual for sidewalks and pedestrian
walkways. The regulations in this section are not intended to preclude the use of Chapter 25.05
of the Seattle Municipal Code, the Seattle SEPA Ordinance, to mitigate adverse environmental
impacts.

B. Dedication of New Streets. Sidewalks and curbs are required when new streets are
dedicated.

C. Within Urban Centers and Urban Villages. Within Urban Centers and Urban
Villages, sidewalks are required whenever new lots are created through the platting process,
including full and short subdivisions and unit lot subdivisions, and whenever development is

proposed that abuts any existing street without a sidewalk, in any zone, except as specified in

subsection 23.53.006.F((-efthis-section)).
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D. Outside Urban Centers and Urban Villages. Outside of Urban Centers and Urban
Villages, sidewalks are required on an existing street in any of the following circumstances,
except as provided in subsection 23.53.006.F((-efthis-seetion)):

1. Inany zone with a pedestrian designation, sidewalks are required whenever
new lots are created through the platting process, including full and short subdivisions and unit
lot subdivisions, and whenever development is proposed.

2. On streets designated on the Industrial Streets Landscaping Maps, Exhibits
23.50.016.A and 23.50.016.B, sidewalks are required whenever new lots are created through the
platting process, including full and short subdivisions and unit lot subdivisions, and whenever
development is proposed. Sidewalks are required only for the portion of the lot that abuts the
designated street.

3. On arterials, except in IG1 and IG2 zones and on lots in IB zones that are not
directly across the street from or abutting a lot in a residential or commercial zone, sidewalks are
required whenever new lots are created through the platting process, including full and short
subdivisions and unit lot subdivisions, and whenever development is proposed. Sidewalks are
required only for the portion of the lot that abuts the arterial.

4. In SF,LDT and L1 zones, sidewalks are required when ten (((+83)) or more
lots are created through the platting process, including full and short subdivisions and unit lot
subdivisions, and when ten (((49})) or more dwelling units are developed.

5. Outside of SF, LDT and L1 zones, except in IG] and IG2 zones and on lots in
IB zones that are not directly across the street from or abutting lot in a residential or commercial

zone, sidewalks are required when six ((€6})) or more lots are created through the platting

Form Last Revised on Deceraber 31, 2007 2
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process, including full and short subdivisions and unit lot subdivisions, and when six ((€6})) or
more dwelling units are developed.

6. In all zones, except IG1 and IG2 zones and on lots in IB zones that are not
directly across the street from or‘abutting lot in a residential or commercial zone, sidewalks are
required when the following nonresidential uses are developed:

a. ((Sevenhundred-fifty())750((3)) square feet or more of gross floor

area of major and minor vehicle repair uses and multipurpose retail sales; and
b. ((Feurtheusand<))4,000(()) square feet or more of nonresidential
uses not listed in subsection 23.53.006.D.6.a. |
E. Requirements.for Pedestrian Walkways in Certain Industrial Zones. In IG1 and 1G2
zones, and on lots in IB zones that are not directly across the street from or abutting a lot in a
residential or commercial zone, whenever development is proposed on existing streets that do nofj
have curbs, a pedestrian walkway is required, except as provided in subsection 23.53.006.F((-ef
this section)).
F. Exceptions. The following exceptions to pedestrian access and circulation
requirements and standards apply:
1. Projects Exempt from Requirements. Pedestrian access and circulation
improvements are not required for the following types of projects:
a. changes of use;
b. alterations to existing structures;
c. additions to existing structures that are exempt from environmental

review;

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 3
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d. construction of a detached structure accessory to a single-family

dwelling unit located in anvy zone, if the property owner enters into a no-protest agreement, as

authorized by RCW Chapter 35.43, to future pedestrian access and circulation improvements and

that agreement is recorded with the King County Department of Records and Elections;

e. construction ofa single-family dwelling unit on a lot in any zone, if the

property owner enters into a no-protest agreement, as authorized by RCW Chapter 35.43, to

future pedestrian access and circulation improvements and that agreement is recorded with the

King County Department of Records and Elections, and if at least one of the following

conditions is met:

1) the lot is located on a block front where there are no existing

pedestrian access and circulation improvements within 100 feet of the lot; or

2) construction of pedestrian access and circulation improvements

is not necessary because, for example, the existing right-of-way has suitable width and surface

treatment for pedestrian use: or the existing right-of-way has a limited amount of existing and

potential vehicular trafﬁc; or the Director anticipates limited, if any, additional development near

the lot because the development near the lot is at or near zoned capacity under current zoning

designations.

(&)L expansions of surface parking, outdoor storage, outdoor sales and
outdoor display of rental equipment of less than ((twenty-))20((})) percent of the parking,

storage, sales or display area, or number of parking spaces((=)); and
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((e))g. (())in IG1 and IG2 zones, and on lots in IB zones that are not

directly across the street from or abutting a lot in a residential or commercial zone, ((in-addition

(&)1 ((F))fewef than ten (((49))) artist's studio dwellings;
(G))2) ((B))less than ((seven-hundredfifty€))750((3)) square feet
of gross floor ‘area of major and minor vehicle repair uses and multipurpose retail sales; and
((#))3) ((B))less than ((feur-theusand-())4,000((9)) square feet of
gross floor area of nonresidential uses not listed in subsection 23.53.006.F.1.((e))g.2).
2. Waiver or Modification of Pedestrian Access and Circulation Requirements.

a. The Director, in consultation with the Director of Transportation, may

waive or modify pedestrian access and circulation requirements when one or more of the

following conditions are met. The waiver or modification shall provide the minimum relief
necessary to accommodate site conditions while maximizing pedestrian access and circulation.

(G=))1) Location in an environmentally critical area or buffer
makes installation of a sidewalk impractical or undesirable;

((#))2) The existence of a bridge, viaduct or structure such as a
substantial retaining wall in proximity to the project site makes installation of a sidewalk
impractical or undesirable;

((i#:))3) Sidewalk construction would result in undesirable
disruption of existing drainage patterns, or disturbance to or removal of natural features such as

significant trees or other valuable and character-defining mature vegetation; or

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 5
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((3w))4) Sidewalk construction would preclude vehicular access
to the lot, for example on proj ec£ sites where topography would render driveway access in excess
of the maximum ((twenty)) 20 percent ((€20%)) slope.

3. Deviation from Sidewalk Standards. The Director of Transportation may grant|
a deviation from sidewalk standards specified in the Right-of-Way Improvements Manual
through the Deviation Request Process in order to address environmental and sustainability
issues through the use of an alternative sidewalk design and/or materials.

4. Notwithstanding any provision of Section 23.76.026. the applicant for a

Master Use Permit or a building permit to which the Land Use Code in effect prior to the

effective date of the ordinance enacting this subsection F.4 applies may, by written election, use

the exemptions in subsections 23.53.006.F.1. F.2. and F.3.

Section 2. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and
severable. The invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, sub-division, section or portion of
this ordinance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circumstance shall not
affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance, or the validity of its application to other
persons or circumstances.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days from and after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.
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x>
Passed by the City Council the 2.8 day of Ce o) +empel , 2009, and

signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this
pb
a6 dayof _Septembeil ,2009.

/.

Président  of the City Council

, XA
Approved by me this?% day of %‘.‘0\ EM{@ v’ , 2009.

; egor&. Nickels, Mayr

\ - B g
Filed by me this \iﬁay of Ochlserr= . 2009.

/)W

City Clerk

(Seal)
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Persoh/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| Planning & Development | Bill Mills/684-8738 | Karen Grove/684-5805
Legislation Title:

An ordinance relating to land use and zoning, amending Section 23.53.006 of the Seattle
Municipal Code to provide exemptions from pedestrian access and circulation improvement
standards for construction of certain single-family residences and accessory structures, and to
make minor clarifications of language. ‘

Summary of the Legislation:

The proposed amendments would exempt the following development from required pedestrian
improvements (sidewalks):

e construction of a detached structure, such as a garage or shed, accessory to an existing single
family house.

e construction of a single family house on an existing lot in any zone, if one of the following
criteria is met: 1) The lot is located on a block front where there are no existing pedestrian
access and circulation improvements within 100 feet of the lot; or 2) construction of .
pedestrian access and circulation improvements is not necessary because, for example, the
existing right-of-way has suitable width and surface treatment for pedestrian use; or the
existing right-of-way has a limited amount of existing and potential vehicular traffic; or the
Director anticipates limited, if any, additional development near the lot because the
development near the lot is at or near zoned capacity under current zoning designations; and

e new single family house or detached accessory dwelling if the developer/owner signs and
records a no-protest agreement to future pedestrian access and circulation improvements.

Background:

The goal of Section 23.53.006, adopted in 2007 by Ordinance 122615, is to require additional
pedestrian access and circulation improvements, primarily sidewalks, in association with
development projects. Section 23.53.006 required developers of parcels within urban centers,
urban villages, and adjacent to arterials to provide pedestrian improvements to advance the
creation of a safe, contiguous, and geographically appropriate pedestrian network in areas
anticipated to accommodate the majority of future development.

Since the adoption of Ordinance 122615, circumstances have arisen that demonstrate a need for
exemptions to pedestrian improvement requirements to accommodate limited development of
individual single-family houses, as well as construction of detached structures accessory to
existing single family houses, adjacent to rights of way where sidewalk improvements are
unlikely to occur.
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These amendments are intended to better balance the goal of creating a safe pedestrian network
with the cost of providing pedestrian facilities and the time it can take to provide such facilities
given the potentially non-continuous pattern of sidewalk improvement.

X This legislation does not have any financial implications.




(QT» City of Seattle

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor
Office of the Mayor

July 21, 2009

Honorable Richard Conlin
President

Seattle City Council

City Hall, 2™ Floor

Dear Council President Conlin:

I am pleased to transmit the attached proposed Council Bill to amend the Land Use Code to
prov1de limited exemptions from requirements for sidewalk and other pedestrian access and
circulation improvements. The exemptions would apply to small construction projects such
as single family houses and accessory structures.

The City of Seattle has shown its commitment to improving pedestrian access and
circulation as demonstrated by the development of the Pedestrian Master Plan. Fulfilling the
goals of this plan will require many actions, some from the City in the form of infrastructure
improvements and some from the proponents of new development. In some cases, however,
the cost of building a sidewalk may not be reasonable, as when a family is building a single
family home. This is especially true when the new house is located in an area where the
sidewalk to be constructed would not connect to an already existing sidewalk.

The limited sidewalk improvement exemptions for small scale construction that are
authorized by this Bill will not interfere with our goal of providing a safe and contiguous
pedestrian network throughout the city. Thank you for your consideration of this legislation.
Should you have questions, please contact Bill Mills at the Department of Planning and
Development at 684-8738.

e

Sincerely,

‘OWICKELS >
ayor of Seattle o

ce: I:IBnorable Members of the Seattle-City Council

600 Fourth Avenue, 7" Floor, P.O. Box 94749, Seattle, WA 98124-4749

Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 615-0476 Fax: (206) 684-5360, Email: mayors.office@seattle.gov
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon re




STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY

~~88.

245693 ' No.
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE ,

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a

CT:123104 ORDINANCE
was published on

10/08/09

YLV

The amoun
has been paid i

before me on

S/

Notar§ public for the Sta#€ of Washington,
residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication




o 0 NCE 123104
. AN ORDINANCE relating to land use'
iand zoning; amending Section 23.53.006 of
{the Seattle Municipal Code to provide exemp:
/tions from pedestrian access and circulation|
{improvement standards for construction of
(certain pingle-family résidences and accos:!
.sory structures, and to make minor clarifica- |

tions o’f'ltgngygagre{ ...
i o, BEIT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF |
. SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: i
. Section 1. Section 23.563.006 of the Seattle |
{ Municipal Code, which section was adopted |
g%)y Ordinance 122615, is amended as fol:
i lows: ,

i 23.53.006’Pedestrian acéess and cir-
culation(()

. A General Requirements, Pedestrian
 access and circulation are required on
all streets in all Zones as set forth in this
- ((B))section. Pedestrian access and circula:
. tlon improvements shail meet the standards
! in the Right-of-Way Improvements Mantial
. for sidewalks and pedestrian walkways, The
| regulations in this section are not intended |
. to preclude the use of Chapter 25,05 of the |
eattle Municipal Code, the Seattle SEPA
- Ordinance, to mitigate adverse environmen:
“talimpacts. :

B. Dedication of New Streets. Sidewalks
and ciirhs are required whon new stréets are
¢ dedicated. '

i .. C Within Urban Centers and Urban
. Villages. Within Urban Centers and Urban ]
‘ Villages, sidewalks are required whenever |
new lots are created through the platting
;process, including full and short subdivi:
- sions and unit Iot subdivisions, and whenever
evelopment is proposed that abuts any exist-
ng street without a sidewalk, in any zone,
"except as specified in subsection 28.63.006
F(Cofthissection)).

___D. Outside Urban Centers and Urban
Villages. Outside of Urban Centers and
Urban Villages, sidewalks are reguired on
‘an existing street in any of the following cis: |
cumstances, except as provided in subsection
23.63.006.F((-of this seetion)): -

- 1.Inany zone with a pedestrian designa-
“tion, sidewalks are required whenever n‘ewi
“lots are created through the platting process,
-including full and short subdivisions and unit |
ot subdivisions, and whenever development»‘
+is proposed. ‘ . :

: 2. Onstreets designated on the Industrial
(Streets Landscaping Maps, [Exhibits
. 2d4.60.016,A and 23.50.016B, sidewalks
 are required whenever new lots are creatéd
i through the platting process, including full
. and short subdivisions and unit lot subdivi-
sions, and whenever development is proposed.
- Sidewalks are required only for the portion of ‘
« thelot that abuts the designated street.

3. On arterials, except in 1G1 and IG2!
. zones and on lots in IB zones that are not,
. directly across the street from or abutting a
L lot in a residential or commercial zone, side:
i walks are required whenever new lots are!

_created through the p’lat‘ting Dbrocess, includ-

| ing full and short subdivisions and unit lot
- subdivisions, and whenever development is
. broposed. Sidewalks are required only for the
: portion of the lot that abuts the arterial -
. 4. In SF LDT and L1 zones, sidowalks
“are re%uirad when ten ((10))) or more lots are |
i created through the platting process, includ: |
_ing full and short subdivisions and unit lot
subdivisions, ahd when ten ((69))) or more!

| dwelling units are develpped. !

= ~ -

_ b. Outside of SF, LDT and L1 zones, |

i except in IG1 and IG2 zones and on lots in 1B
. zones that are not directly across the street |
« from or abutting lot in a residential or com: |
_mereial zone, sidewalks are required when |
 six ((€63)) or more lots are created through |
the platting process, including full and short |
_subdivisions and unit lot subdivisions, and |
“ when six ((663)) or more dwelling units are i
‘developed. . ‘ |

i
i

| tive sidewalk design a‘ri'dlo’:'f materials,

. Section 23,76.026, the applicant for & Master

State of Washington, King County . eoenmeastronmoo e

6;:In.all zones, except IG1 and 1G2 zones
and on lots in IB zones that are not direct-
i1y across the street from or abutting lot in'a
residential or commercial zone, sidewalks are
_required when the following nonresidential
. uses are developed:

| minor vehicle repair uses and multipurpose
_retail sales; and

2. Waiver or Madification of Pedestrian |
- Access and Circulation Requirements, - :
. a The Director, in consultation with
 the Director of Transportation, may waive |
or modify pedestrian access and circula. |
. tion requirements when one or more of the |
| following conditions are met. The waiver |
or modification shall provide the minimum |
| relief necessary to accommodate site condi: |
tions while maximizing pedestrian access |
and circulation. - ~ : |
((@N1) Location in an environmentally {
_ critical area or buffer makes installation of
. a sidewalk impractical or undesirable;

((i:))2) The existence of a bridge, viaduct |

or structure such as a substantial retaining |

- wall in proximity to the project site makes |
_ installation of a sidewalk impractical or !

undesirable; ,
; (gi’ri:))ﬂl Sidewalk construction would |
result in undesirable disruption of exist:
- ing drainage patterns, or disturbanece to or
removal of natural features such as signifi-
cant trees or other valuable and character:
defining mature vegetation; or

((iv))4) Sidewalk construction would pre-
clude vehicular access to the lot, for example
on project sites where topography would ren-
der driveway access in excess of the maxi-

- mum ((twenty)) 20 percent ((€205))) slope.

3. Deviation from Sidewalk Standards. |

. The Director of Transportation may granta |
deviation frmﬁfsidéWﬁf)k standards specified
in the Right-of Way Improvements Manual |
through the Deviation Request Process in |
order to address environmental and sustain: |
ability issues through the use of an alterna:

4, Notwithstanding any provision of

aster |
Use Permit or a building permit to which the |

gggd Use Code in effect, prior to the effective '

e of the ordinanes enacting this subsec:
tiori F 4 applies may, by written slection; use
the exemptions in subsections 23 53 006.F.1,

F2.andF3 = .

Section 2. Severability. The provisions of |
this ordinance are declared to be separats |
and severable. The invalidity of ar clause, |

‘sentence, paragraph, sub. division; section of ‘
portion of this ordinance, or the invalidity of

_ the application thereof to any petson or cir: |
cumstance shall ot affect the validity of the |

remainder of this ordinance, or the validity |

. of its application to other  or circim-

(stances, ‘
Section 8. This ordinance shall take effect

b. ((Four thousand-0)4,000(())) square
feet or more of nonresidential uses not listed
-in subsection 23.63.006.D.6.a.

E. Requirements for Pedestrian Walkways
in Certagx Industrial Zones. In IG1 and I‘gZ
:zones, and on lots in IB zones that are not |
-directly across the street from or abutting 4 |
ot in a residential or commercial zone, when-
ever davelopment is proposed on existing
streets that do not have curbs, a pedestrian
‘walkway is required, except as provided in
‘subsection 23.63.006.F(Cofthissection)).

F. Exdceptions. The following exceptions
‘to pedestrian access and circulation require-
ments and standards apply:

. 1. Projects Exempt from Requirements,
Pedestrian access and circulation improve-
‘ments are not required for the following |

f
i

types of p;cjec‘t;g:;y -
a. changes of use; ‘
i i tructur

al

¢. additions to existing structures that are |
- exempt from environmental review;

- accessory to d sinple-family dwelling unit
located in any zone, if the property owner -
. enters fite a no-protest apreement, as |
| authorized by RCW Chapter 36,43, to future
 pedestrian access and circulation improve: |
ments and that agreement is recorded with |
the King County Départment of Records an
. Elections: = - :
. e construction of a single family dwell:
ing unit on a lot in any zone, if the property |
owner enters into a no-protest agreement, as |
' Chapter 36,43, ta future |

_authorized b

' . ] | mpr !
| ments and that agreemoent is recorded with |
. the King County Department of Records and : |
| Electionis, and if at Ieast one of the following |
. conditions is met: S - :
_ Dthelotislocated on a block front where |
- there are no existing pedestrian access and |
circulation improvements within 100 feet of
2) construction of pedestrian access and
circulation improvements is not necessary
because, for example, the existing right of:
ay has suitable width and surface treat:
ment for pedestrian use; or the existing right--
of-way hds a limited amount of existing and |
potential vehicular traffic: or the Or |
anticipates limited. if any, additional devel: |
opment near the lot becatse the development
near the ot is it or near zored capacity under i
current zoning designations, |

(=}

<

.
v

; and be in force 30 days from and after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved |
+and returned by the Mayor within ten days
: after presentation, it shall take effect as pro- |
_vided by Municipal Code Section 104,020,
__ Passed by the City Council the 28th day
“of September, 2009, and signed by me in open |
{session in authentication of its passage this |
-28th day of September, 2009, ‘ |
Richard Conlin . - |
i President of the City Council

__ Approved by me this 30th day of|
September, 2009, , ;
Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor .

~ Filed by me this 1st day of Octoher, |
2009, , - e :

§

the Seattle Daily !

October 8, 2000,
10/8(245693

th’eCi\ty\C]erk ‘ t

. - ((d)f oxpansions of surface parking, out-
- door storage, outdoor sales and outdoor dis-
play of rental equipment of less than ((twen-
£v-0)20(0))) percent of the parking, storage,
sales or display area, or number of parking |
spaces(());and . |
((e)g. (1)in IG1 and [G2 zones, and on |
~lots in I%} zones that are not directly across
the street from or abutting a lot in a residen- l

|

i
i
|
i

 tial or commercial zon, (G
rean : |
;“ef-dnew*opment))the addition of: . .
(D () fower than ten ((@20)) artist's |
_studio dwellings; ; - ' !
{((1))2) ((W)less than ((sevenhundred
fifty «‘;;)7)5—(}(()(»2(1“31‘6 feot of gross floor aren |
-of major and minor vehicle repair uses and |
imultipurpose retail sales;gﬂd o o
((31:))3) ((L)less than ((four theusand |
€)4,000()) square fe ross floor area of |

- nonresidential use; isted in_subsectiong
23.53,006,F.1.((e)) - i




