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Gregory J. Nickels
Herorbe OITY CLE!

August 22, 2007

The Honorable Nick Licata
Seattle City Council
CH-02-01

Dear Council President Licata:

I am returning Council Bills 115954 (relating to regulation of public nuisances)
and 115955 (relating to nightclub safety plans) unsigned. While | appreciate the
thorough review of my proposed Nightlife Ordinance undertaken by
Councilmember Clark and members of the Economic Development and
Neighborhoods (EDN) Committee, | remain fully convinced that a license is the
only tool the City can use to get these clubs to take responsibility for violence
stemming from their premises. Until | know that Council supports a license, |
cannot endorse these secondary measures and give citizens of Seattle the false
impression that these actions will help reduce violence.

Violence in and around nightclubs continues to be a problem, with incidents
occurring every weekend. The legislation that | am returning unsigned,
amending the nuisance laws and requiring security plans from clubs, will be
ineffective in addressing these problems. First, City Attorney Carr has explicitly
explained that the nuisance law is an ineffective, time consuming, and costly tool
that has not proven to be a successful deterrent in preventing violence. it would
compel the City to target clubs, which is contrary to the parallel goals of
supporting a vibrant nightlife.

Second, | remain skeptical that seeking security plans without a license will be
successful. For example, we have been working with one particular club to get
them to write a security plan since a shooting and assaults occurred at their club
in June. Itis now two months later and despite Seattle Police Department’s best
efforts to work with the club, it has still not written a security plan and has made
no progress toward addressing our public safety concerns. We now must wait
until the renewal of their liquor license in December to take additional steps.

I'm pleased that some Councilmembers are willing to further consider a license
and look forward to working with you as the Council considers this later in

Seattle City Hall, 7th Floor, 600 Fourth Avenue, P.O. Box 94749, Seattle, WA 98124-4749 1
Tel (206) 684-4000° TDD (206) 615-0476° Fax (206) 684-5360° www.seattle.gov/mayor

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request.  + €T 202w @



September. | remain committed to supporting a vibrant, successful and safe
nightlife in Seattle and hope that Council will join me in creating a licensing
system that helps the city guide the few troubled clubs towards better business
practices and gives us the opportunity to address violence before it becomes
systemic.

Sincerely,

GREG NyJCKELS
Mayor of Beattle

cc: Honorable Members of the Seattle City Council
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Legislative Dej,artment

Office of City Clerk

Memorandum

Date: August 23, 2007

To: Councilmembers A

From: Laurel Humphrey for Judith E. Pippin, City Clerk /%_\
Subject: Mayor's Return of Council Bills, Unsigned |

(CB 115954- Re public nuisances,
CB 115955 - Re nightclub safety,; and
CB 115976 - Re lifting a budget proviso in the Planning Budget Control Level)

On August 23, 2007 Méyo‘r'Nickels returned the above-listed three Council Bills to this office
without his signature of approval. Each of these CBs was passed by Council on August 13, 2007.

On the reverse is a letter of explanation regarding the Mayor's decision not to sign Council Bill Nos.
115954 and 115955. He did not provide a letter of explanation for Council Bill No. 115976.

The absence of the Mayor's signature indicates neither his épproval nor disapproval of the Council
Bill, as addressed in Seattle Municipal Code 1.04.020 and City Charter Article IV, Section 12.

A Bill returned by the Mayor unsigned is considered "approved" for purposes of the Bill becoming
an Ordinance, and therefore law, within the City of Seattle. No’ further action on the part of Council
is required.

Room 104, Municipal Build'ing, Seattle, Washington 98104-1892
(206) 684-8344  Fax: (206) 386-9025 TTY: .(206) 233-0025
email: clerk@ei.seattle.wa.us.
Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request. An equal opportunity- afﬁrmatlve action employer
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CB 115955 As Amended 8.2.2007
(Ver. 4)

ORDINANCE \2247Y

AN ORDINANCE relating to nightclub safety; adding a new chapter to Title 10 of the Seattle
Municipal Code relating to nightclub safety plans.

WHEREAS, Seattle has a vibrant and active nightlife culture that contributes to the economic
and cultural vitality of the City; and

WHEREAS, public safety issues associated with large nightlife establishments threaten the
livability of urban centers and other urbanizing areas; and

WHEREAS, violent incidents associated with large nightlife establishments have required the
use of considerable police and fire resources; and

WHEREAS, modest safety planning by large establishments can prevent and ameliorate violent
incidents;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: A new chapter, Chapter 10.11, to be entitled "Nightclub Safety Code",l is

added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:
10.11.010 Definitions.

A. "Director" means the Director of the Department of Executive Administration, or

successor entity, or his or her designee.

B. “Liquor” has the same meaning as in Chapter 66.04 of the Revised Code of

Washington.

C. “Nightclub" means any business open to the public in which:
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8/9/2007

CB 115955 As Amended 8.2.2007
(Ver. 4)

1. Liquor is served between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., except

where service of liquor is incidental to an event that is not open to the public; and

2. has a maximum occupancy capacity of two hundred (200) or more people.

D. "Nightclub operator” means any individual, sole proprietorship, partnership,
corporation, association, or other public or private organization of any character with

responsibility for operation of a nightclub.

E. "Written Safety Plan" means a written document produced by a nightclub operator

that includes at minimum the following information about the nightclub:
1. The number and location of all security personnel;
2. The nightclub’s identification checking and patron search procedures;

3. Procedures for ensuring that only persons twenty one (21) years or older are

served alcohol,

4. The nightclub’s procedures for handling violent incidents, other emergencies,

and calling the Seattle Police Department;

5. A description of the training provided or completed by security and other

personnel, including conflict de-escalation training;

6. The nightclub’s procedures for crowd control and preventing overcrowding;

and

)
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CB 115955 As Amended 8.2.2007
(Ver. 4)

7. Current contact information for the person or position responsible for
addressing safety, security, or City Code related complaints by patrons or

neighborhood residents.
10.11.015 Written safety plan required.
A. Every nightclub operator shall prepare a written safety plan.

B. Nightclub operators shall file their written safety plans with the Director, who shall
distribute them to the Chief of Police and the Nightlife Advisory Board. For existing nightclubs,
safety plans shall be filed within forty five (45) days of the effective date of this ordinance. New

nightclubs shall file safety plans no later than the date they open to the public.

C. Nightclubs subjec.t to this ordinance shall have an updated copy of their safety plan
reviewed by personnel employed by the nightclub. The safety plan shall be made available upon

request by City nightlife enforcement staff, patrons or neighborhood residents.

D. 'Nightclub operators shall file an updated written safety plan annually with the
Director. If there have been no material changes to a nightclub’s programming, operation,
ownership, or size, the updated written safety plan may take the form of a letter from the

nightclub operator to the Director certifying that there have been no material such changes.
10.11.020 Violation — Civil penalties.

Any nightclub operator who fails to comply with any of the requirements of Section
10.11.015 shall be subject to a Class 1civil infraction as contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and

under RCW 7.80.120(2) to a maximum monetary penalty and a default amount of Two Hundred

3
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CB 115955 As Amended 8.2.2007
(Ver. 4)

Fifty Dollars ($250.00) plus statutory assessments. Each day of noncompliance shall be a

separate violation, and the monetary penalties shall accumulate.
10.11.025 Severability.

The provisions of this ordinanc.e are declared to be separate and severable. If any
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, subsection or portion of this ordix}ance, ér the
application thereof to any person or circumstance, is held to be invalid, it shall not affect the
validity of the remainder of this ordinance, or the validity of its application to other persons or

circumstances.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after
its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and rétumed by the Mayor within ten (10) days

after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

s
Passed by the City Council the Y3  dayof %ﬁ,’ 2007, and signed by me in open
L
session in authentication of its passage this _| 3K'day of Q%&;%ZOOT

m of e City Council

Approved by me this day of , 2007.

Rstsmed | Ussigned|by] ieyor 8

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this 2a/8day of ,2007.

/JM@

Clty

(Seal)
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Nightlife Safety Plan — Fiscal Note
7/18/2007
Version #2
Form revised December 4, 2006
FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone;
| Legislative | Freeman / 48178 | N/A |

AN ORDINANCE relating to nightclub safety; adding a new chapter to Title 10 of the Seattle
Municipal Code relating to nightclub safety plans.

. Surﬁmarv of the Legislation:

This legislation adds a new chapter to Title 10 of the Seattle Municipal Code, Health and
Safety. The legislation establishes a requirement that nightclubs, defined as places that serve
liquor after 10:00 p.m. and have an occupancy greater than or equal to 200 patrons must
prepare a Safety Plan and file that plan with the Department of Executive Administration.

o Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and
include record of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable).

This legislation was developed by Council in response to Economic Development and

Neighborhood Committee review of a nightlife regulatory license, Council Bill 115830,
proposed by the Executive.

e Please check one of the following:

X__ This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)
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ORDINANCE _ {15455

AN ORDINANCE relating to nightclub safety; adding a new chapter to Title 10 of the Seattle
Municipal Code relating to nightclub safety plans.

WHEREAS, Seattle has a vibrant and active nightlife culture that contributeg/to the economic
and cultural vitality of the City; and

WHEREAS, public safety issues associated with large nightlife establighments threaten the

livability of urban centers and other urbanizing areas; and

WHEREAS, violent incidents associated with large nightlife establishments have required the
use of considerable police and fire resources; and

WHEREAS, modest safety plahning by large establishments can prevent and ameliorate violent
incidents;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: A new chapter, Cha? 10.11, to be entitled "Nightclub Safety Code", is
l

added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:

10.11.010 Definitions.

A. "Director” me? the Director of the Department of Executive Administration, or
successor entity, or his or hér designee.

B. “Liquor” hds the same meaning as in Chapter 66.04 of the Revised Code of

Washington.

C. “Nightclub” means any business open to the public in which:
4

/

',/ 1. Liquor is served between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.; and

i
/
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D. "Nightclub operator" means any individual, sole proprietorship, partnerghip,
corporation, association, or other public or private organization of any character #vith

responsibility for operation of a nightclub.

E. "Written Safety Plan" means a written document produced/by a nightclub operator

that includes the following information about the nightclub:

/
/

1. The number and location of all security pers//o’f/inel;

/1
/

2. The nightclub’s identification checkingsand patron search procedures;

/

3. Procedures for ensuring that only pe{rsons twenty one (21) years or older are

served alcohol;

4. The nightclub’s procedures for handling violent incidents, other emergencies,

and calling the Seattle Po,l'i{c/:e Department;

7
§

/

5. A description of th/e// training provided or completed by security and other

4
personnel, including conflict de-escalation training; and

/

4

6. The nightclub’s procedures for crowd control and preventing overcrowding.

4

10.11.015 Written safety plan required.
/

A. Every ni}g’thtclub operator shall prepare a written safety plan.

2.hasa maXimum occupancy capacity of two hundred (200) or more people.
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B. Nightclub operators shall file their written safety plans with the Director, who shall
distribute them to the Chief of Police and the Nightlife Advisory Board. For existing nig/h lubs,

safety plans shall be filed within forty five (45.) days of the effective date of this ordinance. New

nightclubs shall file safety plans no later than the date they open to the public.

C. Nightclubs subject to this ordinance shall have an updated copy/of their safety plan
reviewed by personnel employed by the nightclub and the safety plan shall be made available

upon request by City nightlife enforcement staff.

D. Nightclub operators shall file an updated written safety plan annually with the
Director. If there have been no material changes to a nigh/tclub’s programming, operation,
7
ownership, or size, the updated written safety plan ma;///cake the form of a letter from the

nightclub operator to the Director certifying that thgfé have been no material such changes.
/. _

10.11.020 Violation - Civil pena}ti/és.

Any nightclub operator who fai,ls"/ to comply with any of the requirements of Section
10.11.015 shall be subject to a Class ;,civil infraction as contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and
under RCW 7.80.120(2) to a maximum monetary penalty and a default amount of Two Hundred
Fifty Dollars ($250.00) plus statutory assessments. Each day of noncompliance shall be a

separate violation, and the mo}letary penalties shall accumulate.
10.11.025 Severability.

The provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and severable. If any
clause, sentence, p;;l"ragraph, subdivision, section, subsection or portion of this ordinance, or the

/
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application thereof to any person or circumstance, is held to be invalid, it shall not affect the

validity of the remainder of this ordinance, or the validity of its application to other persong’or

circumstances.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (3 y ys from and after

its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor #vithin ten (10) days

after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

/

.
Passed by the City Council the day of , 2/007, and signed by me in open
session in authentication of its passage this day of / , 2007.
#
/
/
/
President/ of the City Council
Approved by me this day of , 2007.

/ Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this day of _ / , 2007.

Y

/

/ City Clerk

(Seal) /




STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY

--88S.

214903
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

No.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office mamtamed at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed
notice, a

CT:122474 ORDINANCE
was published on

08/27/07

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $ 209.25, which amount
has been paid in full.

widiigy,
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- RETETAN vf.\é}&?: Notary publ c f rthe S\a(e of Washington, 0
AN residing in Seattle
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State of Washington, King County

- City of_' Sea!:tie
‘ ORDINANCE 122474

AN ORDINANCE relating to nightclub
‘safety; adding a new chapter to Title 10 of
the Seattle Municipal Code relating to night-
club safety plans.

WHEREAS, Seattle has a vibx_‘ant and
active nightlife culture that contributes to
the economic and cultural vitality of the
City; and

WHEREAS, public safety issues asso-
ciated with large nightlife establishments
threaten the livability of urban centers and
other urbanizing areas; and

WHEREAS, violent incidents associat-
ed with large nightlife cstablishments have
required the use of considerable police and
fire resources; and

WHEREAS, modest safety planning by
large establishments can prevent and ame-
- liorate violent incidents;

. NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF
SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: A new chapter, Chapter 10.11,
to be entitled “Nightclub Safet Code”, is
added to the Senttfe Municipal Code as fol-
lows:

10.11.010 Definitions.

A. “Director” means the Director of the
Department of Executive Administration, or
' successor entity, or his or her designee.

: B. “Liquor” has the same meaning as
in Chapter 66.04 of the Revised Code of
Wasghington. . "

C. “Nightclub” means any businesa open
to the public in which:

1. Liquor is served between the hours of
10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., except where ser-
vice of liquor is incidental to an event that is
not open to the public; and

2. has a maximum occupnncf capacity of
two hundred (200) or more people.

D. “Nightclub operator” means any indi-
vidual, sole proprietorship, partnership,
corporation, association, or other public or
private organization of any character with
responsibility for operation of a nightclub.

E. “Written Safety Plan” means a written

document produced by a nightclub operator:
that includes at minimum the following infor-
mation about the nightclub:

1. The number and location of all secu-
rity personnel;

2. The nightclub’s identification checking
and patron search procedures; .

3. Procedures for ensuring that only per-
sons twenty one (21) years or older are served
alcohol;

4. The nightclub’s procedures for handlin,
violent incidents, other emerg and call-
ing the Seattle Police Department;

Page 2 of affidavit

6. A description of the training provided
or completed by eecurity and other personnel,
including conflict de-escalation training;

6. The nightclub's procedures for crowd
control and preventing overcrowding; and

7. Current contact information for the
person or position responaible for address-
ing safety, security, or City Code related
Somp!aints by patrons or neighborhood resi-

ents.

10.11.015
required.

Written safety plan

A. Every nightclub operator shall prepare
a written safety plan.

B. Nightclub operators shall file their
written safety plans with the Director, who
shall distribute them to the Chief of Police
and the Nightlife Advisory Board. For exist-
ing nightelubs, snfety({)]ans shall be filed
within forty five (46) days of the effective
date of this ordinance. New nightclubs shall
file safat})‘r plans no later than the date they
open to the public.

C. Nightclubs subject to this ordinance
shall have an updated copy of their safety
plan reviewed by personnel employad by the
nightclub, The safety plan shall be made
available upon request by City nightlife

- enforcement staff, patrons or nelghborhood
residents.

D. Nightclub operators shall file an
updated written safety plan annually with
* the Director. If there have been no material
changestoa nightclub’s programming, oper-
"ation, ownership, or size, the updated writ-
*ten safety plan may take the form of a letter
‘from the niﬁhtclub operator to the Director
‘certifying that there have been no material
'such changes.

10.11.020 Violation ~ Civil penalties.

Any nightclub operator who fails to com-
ply with an‘y: of the requirements of Section
10.11.015 shall be subject to a Class lcivil
infraction as conterw)lated by RCW Chaptar
7.80 and under RCW 7.80.120(2) to a maxi-
mum monetary penalty and a default amount
of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) plus
statutory agsessments. Each day of noncom-
pliance shall be a separate violation, and the
monetary penalties shall accumulate.

10.11.028 Severability.

The provisions of this ordinance are
declared to be separate and severable, Ifany
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, sec-
tion, subsection or portion of this ordinance,
or the application thereof to any person or cir-
cumstance, is held to be invalid, it shall not
affect the validity of. the remainder of this
ordinance, or the validity of its application

_to other persons or circumstances.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take
sffect and be in force thirty (30) days from
and after its approval by the Mayor, but if not
approved and returned by the Mayor within
ten (10) daya after presentation, it shall take
efaectb ;% provided by Municipal Code Section
1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the 13th day
of August, 2007, and signed by me in open
session in authentication of its passage this
13th day of August, 2007.

Nick Licata

President of the City Council

Approved by me this 28rd day of August,
2007.

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor
Filed by me this 23rd day of August,
2007. ¥ g

1

(Seal) Judith Pippin
City Clerk

Publication ordered by JUDITH P
City Clerk Y H PIPPIN,

Date of publication in the Seattle Daily
dJournal of Commerce, August 27, 2007.
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